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This brief pr^ace may begin kJce the iaU of the Aneient A^\nner^ i 
since it was on shipboard that the AiUhor aequirefl the vmj mode^ 
rate degree of local knowledge md mfomaiitntf both of people amd 
scenery, whych he has endeavowred to embody m the rommce of the 
Pirate ^ ^ ^ 

T', the summer and atUtmn of 181b, ^ Author was 4^ml€d to 
"'join a party of Gonmisstoners fox. the Northern Ld^hthouse iiervice, 
who proposed waking a voyage romd the coast of Scotland, and 
through its various groups of islet ds, chiefty for the purpose qf 
seeing the condition of the many lighthouses under their dmcUon,’-^ 
edijices, so important, whether regarding them as benevolent or poUti^ 
cat institutions. Among the convnsusioner/^’who manage thie im- 
porlant pnbiic concern, the sheriff of each county of Scotland which 
borders on the sea hdd^^ex officio a place at the Board, These 
gentlemen ad in every respect gratuitously, but have the use of an 
armed yaeht, well found and fitted up, when hey ehooH to visU the 
lighthousAi. An eaxelletA engineer, Mr. Robert Stevenson, is attached 
to the Board, to^efford the benefit of hit professional advice. The 
Author aecon^wied thU apAition as a guest; for Selkirkshire, 
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though it calls him Sheriffs has notj iike the ki^dom of Bohemia 
Corjmal Trim's story^ a 8&x]fiprt in its circuit, nor iU magistratefj of 
coursef any place at the Board of CommitsionerSf—aaircumstance 
of little comequmce where all were old and fnendi, bred to 

the same profession, and di^se^ to acrmvmodcUe each other n every 
possible marnfier, <, 

The nature of the mportard bneinsss which' was the principal 
purpose of the voyage, was comie<ded wWi tfec ammmmt of msiting 
the leading olgects qf a ^ra^kt^s cwnosUy; for the wild ca})e, or 
formidable shelff which requires he marked out by a hchthouse, 
IS generally at n't great distance from the most magnificmit sccuery 
of rocks, cam, and biUows. Oar tme^ too, wcit at our own disposal, 
and, as most of ue were fresfywater^ sailors, w§^ cordd at a^ny tme 
make a fair ivind out^of p food one, and ntk hfore ths gale in quest 
of some ohgect of curiosity which Uuf under our lee* 

With ^ese purposes of pubHe uHlity and some personal amuse¬ 
ment in view, we Iqft the of Leith on S€Oi July 18H, ran 
along the east coatd of Scothnd, viewing He different curiosities, stood 
over to Zetland and Orkney, whef^ we were some time detained by 
the wonders of a country which displayed so much that was new to 
us; and, having seen what was curious in the Ultima I%ule off' the 
ancienk, where the sun hardly thought it loorth while to go to bed, 

• since \ is ruing was at this seasmi so early, m doubled the extreme 
nm'theim tefimnatim of Scotland, and took a rapid survey of the 
Hebrides, where too fofi,nd many kind friends. There, that our little ' 
expedition might not want the dignity of danger, we were favoured 
with a distant glvmpse of what was said to be an ,^merHan cruiser, 
and had opporiwiity^^to consider what a pmtby figure we should hat^- 
made had the voyage ended in o«| h«mg carried captm to the United 
States. After visHmg romasUio shores of Morveh, and the 
vicmiiy (f Oban, we made a n,ri to the eotfst cf Ireland, and visited 
the Oian^s Causeway, that we might conypare it wHh Staffa, whiOi 
ice had surveyed in our course. At le^th, abmt middle of 
Stptmber, we eis^ed ohr voyage in the Olyds, at the port of Qreenoek. 

And aim terminated our pleaeant kmr, to vhaeh our equipment 
gave unumai faoUitiee, ae the «nhpany eouHform a good 
boafjt crew, mdependsnt qf Osoh who nugjU be Ifft m hoard tAe 
vessel^ which permitted us the freedom to bmd whereoer our eurioeity 
earned us. Let me add, while reviewing for a momeik a eumy 
portion iff my thsk atntmg ^maor eeignffimdt uiAc pesfiemei 

* (Sm IkM lUary itt WseuAn hf hMOOurl.} 
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tkU voyage toffoAoTy ^mo of ^mn doubtleu of taatu 

fuAmie^ and temmdng ^ eovertd omke on hoard a^tymU veml^ 
there never oomnred the eUghieet dujmU or ddeagrementf each eeemr 
ing anxioue to md/tnih hit otcn pofiioniar wiehee to Mom of hit 
frimdtT By tint mutiud aceonmodation all the pVTpoeet of ow 
litth a^pedition vipre obta^ltdf vhile for advent vte^mighi have 
adopted M« linee of AUan VwosiAnghainde f/M etenung, 


M 


l%e world ^teakre uhu oar hope. 
And mdrry men were dh/” 




* But eorroto mixes her mmoriale vfith the purest srmeenirateM of 
pleaswo. Oiyretuming fronfthe voyage tekich had proved so satiih 
factofy,el found that fate had ^fpvwed her country must unexpectedly . 
of a lady, qualified to a^m the high ranh w^ich tin held, and who 
fuul long admitted me to a More of her frirndsiap.^ The mdmgueni 
lots of (me of tiwee comrades who made up the po^, and he the most 
%ntimate friend I had in the world^f oads also its tiwde on recollect 
iione whichf but Jbr these imbittermentsf would be gltitenoise so 
^ttsfactory. * 

I may }jpre luridly observSf that my businm in this voyagSf so far 
as t could be said to have emy^ was to erfha/mivr to dtseover some 
localities whidh might be useful in the ** Lord of the Isles” % poem 
mth which I was then threfUening th^ public^ and which wc^after- • 
^watds printed without attaining remarhihle success, "Sui oj^at the 
same time the anonymous novel of ** Waverle^' iooM maki/ng its way 
to poputarj/jy^ I already a/rgued the possibility of a setfUnd effort in 
this department of litereduref and I saw much ^ the mlf islands of 
the Orkneys and Zetland^ which I judged might be rhade in the 
highest de^es irderesting^ tiumld %m isUs ever becovge the scene of a 
narrative of fiefttious events, I Isamsd the history of Gvw the pirate 

from tm old sibyl (tin suljeet of Ncf9 end of this volume), whose 

prmcipal subsistence was by a trade in fawurohk %oinds, which she 
s(fd tomariners M Stromness. Nothi^ em/M he Vnore mteresting 
than the kindness and hospitaUty of the gerU^nen <f Zetland, whkh 
vm to me the more affeo^pg, as several of them had been friends and 
corrssponienis ^mgfvmer, | 


* [BARief lUtlMiriiw, BaoliMA of Boodin:^ ili«d 34i)iii Augoii 1814.] 

t r*l 1 mm IMcm MA,'’myt Wr, LoekbaH, **by ime of the mmymioae oT tbu 
vor^,ituthMrtarmBeWsJ^ t^oagkoai mo iAiottaoda ooifoymmts, 
mitt ill ySov A eo A wiMtt'iMpMttiif iMc tlM idk/S Vkass i mbii of mmuakiWo 
flfcttdmar, to 1 m In taiib on Atetnctod «t»d oxdted nunM, thot ttuHr tilt it woMA to 
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I wan induced to go a genercUion or tm6 farther hachy to find 
materUUe frmn> which I might trace ^ fecUwree of the old Norwegian 
UdalleTy the ScottiA gentry having in, gmercU occupied th* place of 
that ^miHve racCy md Aeir Um^uage and cpeckdiaritia of ^manner 
Ixmitvg entirely ditappeared. 2Jhe or^ difference now to he obeervM 
betvnxt the gentry cfoiheee islands and''Am of Scotland in gev^^tal 
is, that Ae wealth and property is more equally divided muntg ottr 
more northcm countrymen, and that there eanst among the resident 
proprietors no men (ff vefg qreat wealth, whose dialog of its luxuries 
might render the others disconteMed with their own lot. Si'rom the 
same* cause of ^general equality of fortunes, and the cheapness of 
living, whtA is its natural consequence, I found the officert^,pf a 
veteran regiment who had maintained the goprison at Fori CHiarhUe, 
in Lermch, discomposed at the idea of being recalled from a country 
where their pay, however inadequate to the expenses of a capital^ urn 
fully adequate to their wants, and it was singular to hear natwes of 
merry England herself regretting their approaching departure from 
the melanchfly ista of the Ultima Thule. 

Such are the trivial particulars attending Ae origin of that 
publication whiA took phce iemal years later than the agr^able 
journey in which it took its rise. 

Tk^ state of manners which I have introduced in the romance 
v'os necessaply in a great degree imaginary, though founded in some 
measure on slight hints, whiA, showing what was, seentkd to give^ 
reasonable indicatum of what must once have been, the tone of the 
society in these sequestered but interesting islands, % 

In one respect J tqg^ judged somewhat haAily,*perhape, when the 
character of Noma was pronounced by At critics a mere copy of Meg 
Memlies. That I had fallen sh*rt of what I wiAffi arid desired to 
t.rpress is Unquestionable, oihetynse my ob/ect could not have been so 
icidely mistaken; nor can I ^ think Aat any person vho wUl Ipks 
the trouble of reading the Pirate with some attention, can fail to 
trace in Noma,—the,victim of nmorse and insanity, and the dupe 
of her oicn imposture, her mind, too, flooded toitli all the wild litera¬ 
ture and eaetravagani superstitions of Ae —something didind 

from the DumfriesAvre gipsy, whose prelensums to mperyfiitural 

* «■ 

itio kindeat- and dlacraataat plan to kav» him to hfina^ ' I ofte%' aaid Lord 
Kineddar. 'on ooiutng tip from tb» ealdn at n^gl^ (Pnnd Idia pacing tbt daeb 
i^pidly» mottertiig to hiealMf«Hind went to tita ftknesaUfi, lert lay praaeoca idiotild 
distarb him. I relnaiaber tttai at Loch CartiafclA in partianlar iaeiaed qnita 
ovanvh^mad with hia fbalinga.' "j 
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p(fwer* ore not he^nd^ihm a Norwood projMm, Tho founda^ 
tiodk of ivoh a cAorootor may ho porkapt traeodf though ^ bo too tmo 
tkat f\feeooctrg ouporstructuro tanmt heme hem mtMd upon them, 
otkenoiae the remarJt vmuld heme been ufmeceeoary. 7%m if tUao 
great v^prehednUiy in 4he etcUement of Noma pooeeieing power and 
epptriunitg to unpreoe on ithere 0iat bduf in her iUpernaHmti 
powero which dioiracted her own mind. Tot, amid a very credulouo 
and igtiorant population, it* is asUmiehing what suoeess may be 
attained by an impostor, who is, at thw sSme time, an enthusiast. 
It is suA as to remind us of the afOplU which aaswts uj that 

** The pteofure is as great 
0/Mng ckeaded as to <heai.*' 

• * * 

Indeed, as I have observed elsewhere, thaprhfessed enplemation of 
a tale, where appearances or inoidents of a supernalurtd AaracUr 
are explained on natural muses, has often, in the winding up of the 
^ elory, a degree of itnprobability almost e^uxd to an absolute goblin 
tale. Even the genius of Mrs. Radcliffs could not alimye surmount 
dijfficulty. 


AHBomoRi^ 1st May 1S81« 



jnrKJtTTSEMSyT TO TlhS FIMT EDTTTCJf. 

December JbSSL 

Tite pjtrpoBe #/ iJie following ifarrabvvo w to gim a deU^lled and 
accufate aocowrtt of certain remarkahh irundents which took place 
the (Jrhiey Idandsy concerning whkhHhe more imptifect tradihom 
and mutilated records fif the comtryc^mly tell m the following errone¬ 
ous particulars :— ' ♦ 

In the month of Jamiary a mssely ealM the EevengCy 

hearing twenty large guns, and six smaUefy commanded hy John 
GoWy or Goffcy or Smithy cams to the Orkney IslmdSy and was dis- ^ 
covered to be a pifate, hy various acts of insolenee and mllany com¬ 
mitted by the crew. These were for some time submitted to, th^ 
inhabitants of these remote islands not possessing arms means of 
resistance; find so boldpfos the Captain of these bandittiy thSt he 
not why came ashorCy and gave dancing parties in ike village of 
Htrorf^ssy bnty before his rea^ character was discoveredy engaged the 
ajfectignSy and received the troth-plight, of a young lady possessed of ^ 
sime property. A ^triolie individurdy James FeUy younger of 
Clestrmi, formed the plan of securiiM; i/w huccanieTy wh^ he effected 
hy a mixture of courpge arid addresSy %n cm^equeme chi^y of Gow's 
imsd hannq gone on shore near the harbour of Calfsoundy on the 
Idand of Eda^ not fat dutant j^om a home Hum inhabited hy Mr. 
Fea, In the various stratagems by wkidi Mr. Fm hm^ved finally, 
at the peril of his life (they hebhg well armed and desperate) to make 
the whok pirates his prisonersy he was much aided by Mr. James 
Laiugy the graridfath^ of the late Malcolm LaiHgy Esq., the acute 
and tngmious historian of Scotland during Hie 17th century.* 

Gow, and (dhers of his creWy mffm'sdyhy sentence of the High 
Court of AdmiraUyy Hie punishment Hieir^&mes had Img deserved. 

^^Th1R RflntleDum wm e*Ued tfstlM Seotoh Bar in the year 1791, bat the iaftnn 
atate of his health Ind^oeed Mm, in 1810, to leare the profeaalon, and ig reaide on hia 
paternal property near Kirkwall, drrotiiig htmiell^ to agrioultand imnatta. He 
died in NoTember 1811^ Iged lU, and waa Intennd in the ttave ed & Hagixns’s 
CalhedraL} 
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ffe eondmt0d mth gnest v^m b^im ^ (ki»t; 

cwfl^ from m acmmt of th$ matter, bf^ m tgo^otimu, temu to ham 
bem otMocUf to mm umuual totuniim, in ordm to comptl him (o 
pisaiiL jHm monk aj^ thorn: ^*Johm ^3W muid «iol pUad^ for 
mhidk #8 iflCM hrough^ to tht bar, |m4 ih$ fudgo ovdand that his 
th'^fobs should be s^pieeoed % two mm with a wMpootfi, HU did 
brook; and II shoM be dovhUdf.HU it^did agem break, and 
then laid Uireefold, and tiW (he exeeuHonors Uumld puU with their 
whole strength; tHvich smtenee &ow mdured^wUh a great deal of 
holdnes^* The nesU morning ($nfh May 1725), vfm, he had seen 
the termle preparations for premng him to doaJh^his cowrage gaw 
way,»and he told the Marshal of Court, that he would not have 
givM sg mucH trouble, had he hem assured of not being hanged in 
chains. He was thm fried, condemned, cptdtnxscuUd, with others of 
hu crew. 

It is said, that Hu lady whose qfections Cow had engaged, went 
up to London to see him before Ms death, and that, arrimng too late, 
^ had the courage to requat a sight hu dead bodv ; and Hun, 

^ touching the hand of Hu corpse, She formally resumed tne irothplight 
which She had bestowed. WiHhmt going Hirough this ceremony, she 
cotUd tiot^ according to the rupersUHm of the country, haue escaped 
a vidt from Hu ghost of her departed *lover, *» the event of her 
bestowing upon any living suitor the Jaith which Hu had pliQhted 
Hu dead.^ Thu part of the legend may serve as a curious commen¬ 
tary on Hu fine Scottish ballad, uhieh heginsf * 

*' There cams a ghost to Margarsts doorf etc,* 

r 

* The common aceomt of this ineidmt farHiiS hears. Hied Mr^ Fea, 

the spirited individual by whose j^tions Goio*s career* of iniqmty 
woM cut HCort, foas so far from reeeimng any reward from Qovem- 
ment, that he could not obtain evets countenance enough to protect 
him against a variety of Hum mUts, raised against hvm by Newgate 
solicitors, who ended in Hu name of Gow, and oHsers of the pirate 
orewjMnd Hu various expenses, vexatious ^proseouHons, and other 
legal consequences, in which his gallant exp^i involved him, utterly 
ruined his fortune, oHd his family; making his memory a noUhle 
exmilfle to^aU who HiaU in fidim take pirates on thmr^pwn 
authority, * 

* (Thii balled of printed in n|rd'« CoOMrion, irol 1 p T6 

It ti not CO well known m Malletli eonioti, ** Wfl^e and Hun^ovt,” wbklt begins, 

* *Tmu at fhttfiarful midnight hour *f 
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Iii» to be mppoeedf for ^ honour of Qwrfe Govern- 

mentf that the last owewttupeMe^ at weU cu dateSj and (Pher 
partieUflars of the commonly received storyj are vnacourqi^ ^tmce "jlSuy 
will be found totally irreconcUahU (he rfollowmg veracious 

narrative^ compiled from meUepalt to whi>d\, he himmlf t^one kae 
had access, ^ 

Tbm Avmo& or Wavbelsy. 



The Hiom liad ce«sad ita wintry roar» 

Hoarse daah the bUlo^e of the sea; 

Bat who on Thule's desert shore. 

Cries, Have 1 buxtit my harp ^ thee 1 

Maoirmt, 

That long, nniT^, and irregular island, twoRlly callM iba Main¬ 
land of Zetliuid, because it is by far the largest of lhat Arcbi- 
peftgo, tesminates, as is well-known to the-mariners who 
navigate the stormy seas which^vStuiDund the Thule of the 
andents, in a diff of knmraise hei^t, entitled Sumbuigh Head, 
whichjpresents bare scidp and nal^ sides tA Uie wdghi of a 
i^remendous surge, forming the extreme pdnt of the ide to the 
sou1;b«ast. T!^ lofty inrmnontoiy is coDstantiy exposed to the 
cureent of a strong a^ furious dde, which, setting in betwixt 
the Orkney and ^land Islands, az^ running with fence only 
infesior to that of the Fmtlaiid Firth, takes its name from tiie 
headlaiMl we have mentioned, and is cdled the Boost of Sum- 
bmihl **reod'' beingti[m please ainigned til tiiese isles to eur- 
nmts ^ tins desedptio^ « * 



10 


WAVERLffif N<5VFa.a 

Oil the laad side the promontoiy u ooTwed trith short greasy 
and slopes steeply down tg a little jsthmiiS) upon which th^i^ 
has encroached in creeks, whidi^ advaucuig from ^tl^ sim of 
the island, gradually work their way fon^ud^ and seem as if in 
a stet time th^ would fbnj^ a jonctioii^^aiid altoge^t^ insu¬ 
late Sumhprgh Head, when what is now a will becom.e a 
lonely mountain isfet, seTered from the mainhwid, of which it 
is at present the terminating extremity. 

Mon, however, Juid .in f(»ZQer days coosidared this as a re* 
mote or unlik^y event j for aJiCorwegian chief of oth^ times, 
or a# other ao^unts said, and as the name of Yarishof seemeitl 
to imply, an ancient Earl of the OrJimeys had ad^^ted this neck 
of land as the place for estahHah^ a mansion-houBe. o has 
been long enthdy dss^^rted, and Ihe vefitiges only can be dis- 
nemed with difficulty; for Ihe loose sand, borne on the tempes¬ 
tuous gales of those stormy regions, has overblown, and almost 
buried, the ruins of the buildi ^; but in the end the seven¬ 
teenth century a part af the Earl’s mandon was still entire 
and babitdhle. It was a rude building of rough stone, wiih^ 
nothing about it to gratify the eye, or to excite the imaginiir 
tion; a large old-fasMoued narrow house, with a ^ery steep 
roof, povered with flags composed of grey sandstone, would 
porh^ convey the best idea of the place to a modem reader. 
The windows were few, vrfy small m sise, and distrjibuted up 
and down the budding with utter omitempt of regularity. ^ 
Against the main stnicture had rested, in former tbnea, certain 
smaller compartments of the mansion-house, o^ntainlbg offices 
or subordinate apai^maits, necessary ffir the Earl’s retainers and 
meniala. But these had become ruinous; and the rafters had 
been taken dofrii for flrewood,Stir for other purpeses* the widls 
had given way in many plasps; and, to complete the devasta 
tion, the sand had already drift^ amongst the mins, and Ailed 
up what had been once the chambers they eentained, the 
depth of two or three feel 

Amid this desolation, the mhalntants of Yailahof had oon- 
trivedt by canstaot labour and atteurion,'«dto keep In order a few 
roods of land, whl^ had been enclosed as a gaii^en, and which, 
shdftered by the walls the house itself frmn the relentless 
sea-blast, p^uoed such vegetdbleB sa the climate could bring 
forth, m rather astfhe snsgale would petmit to groir^ ffir 
thcM islands experieneC even less «of the i%uir of opld then ts 
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fufoeuatered on iht mainlnod of Seotiftad; but, nntiboitsered b^r 
B of iome aasi or othor, it U bcbtoo pottiMe tQ ndso vm 
%H mo$i ouHnaxy vegoUbieg; as ibr slurabi or 

trees, are entfaelf out ^ qnes^mi, soeh k tiie iNrae o( 
the swle^iig seft^bhuit « o 

B i^Qsrt ^at^aoe froifi ^e mmaaOf aj^d near 4o the sei^ 
beB(^ just where the creek fiHma a sort of impofect harbonr, 
in whi^ lay three or four |udi]]ig4)OBts, there vme b few most 
vietched cottages fbr ^e inhabitaateitt^ tenBots town 
ship of ^Yariahof, who held thesidiole dktriot of the landlord 
npcm such tenns aa were in those days usna^y granted to 
persgtw of <%k deacriptionjf and which, <rf* course, were hawl 
enouglw The landlord hims^ resided up<m an estate which he 
possessed in a more el^ble situitioii, i% sTtMerent part of the 
island, and sdidom Tisited his possessions at Sumburgh Head. 
He was an honest, plain Zetland gentieman, somewhat passion¬ 
ate, the necessary nunilt of being surrounded by dependants, 
and somewhat orer-conrivial in his "habits, ^he consequence, 

^ perhaps, of haring too much tdne at his disposal; but frank- 
tempered^d generous to his people, and kind and hospitable 
to raangers. He was descend^ also of an old and noble Nor 
wegian fionily; a circumstance which lendered him dearer to 
the lower ofrdeis, most of whom a^^of the same race; w}i5e the « 
lairds, oapropriet^ are generally m Scottish extraction, who, 
at that early period, were still ooBsid6ied< as strangers Imd in¬ 
truders. ^IfagDUs Trod, who deduced his descent ^mn the very 
Earl who was opposed to have founded Yarlsh^, was pecu¬ 
liarly of this opmion. ^ ^ 

The jnosent inhabitants of^Yarlshof had eiq;kricneed, on 
several oeoaaidns, the kindneas and good will of the profoietor 
of the territ<^. When Mr. Mwtoun-xsuch was the name of 
the present inhabikmt of the edd manskn^-first arrived m 
Zetfamd, emne yeimi befbre the stoiy oommeifbes, he had be^ 
received st the house of Mr. with t^at warm and cordial 
hoq[dtal% for which the iilimds aire distinguished. Ko one 
aiduKi him vdnenee he^cBine, where be was gdng, what was hk 
pmihee In vkiting so remc^ a comer of &e empire, or jrhat 
was likely to be £be tem of hk atay. He arrived a pedket 
strauager; yet was instsatiy overpowemd by a tneeessloit if ktvi- 
tetidns; a^ in eaoli house wh^ he visned, he fbimd a home 
as kog «■ he <diese to aooeps it, and Uled as one of the kmSy, 
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ttimotioed and imnotioing, until he thou^^t proper to remore 
to some oQier dwelHog. •This apparent indifference to the r^xk, 
character^ and qualities of thdr guest^ did not arxs^ftOiEn apwh; 
on the p«^ of his kind hosts, to the iidimderB had tt^eir fhQ 
ehaie of natural curiosii^; l^t their delicacy deemed it votdd 
be an infringement^ upon the laws hospllj^ity, to ask <$?es- 
tions which their guest might have found it difficult or un- 
pleasing to answer; and instead of ^endearooxing, as is usual in 
other countries, to wring, out of Hr. Mertoun such communica¬ 
tions as he might find it agreeable to withhold, the coasideTate 
Zetlanders coqitented them^ves with eagerly gathering up sucli 
scraps of information as could he^collected in |he coi^ of 
conversation. ^ ‘ 

But the rock in tin ^Lrabian desert not more reluctant to 
afford water, thim Mr. Baml Mertoun was niggud in imparting 
iiis confidence, even incidentally; and certainly the politeness 
of the gentry of Thule was never put to a moire severe test than 
when they felt (that gdl>d-breeding enjoined them to abstain 
from inquiring into the situation of so mysterious a personage. 

AU that was actually known of him was ^lly sipnmed up. 
Mr. Mertoun had come to Lerwick, then rising into some im- 
portan^o, but not yet acknowledged as the inincipal town of 
the k^aud, in a Butch vessel, accompanied only by his son, a 
handsome boy of about fourteen years old. His own age might 
exceed- forty.^ The <rDutoh skipper introduced him to some of 
the very good friends with whom he used to barkj^ gin and 
gingerbre^ for little Zetland bullocks, smoked geese, and 
stockings of lamVs-wool; and altiiougb Meinheer could only 
say, that “ Meinheer Me^un ,hah bay his bassage like (me 
g^itlemanB, and hab given a llreitadofiar bedda to the crew/* 
this inteoduction served to esteblish the Dutchman’s passenger 
ill a respectable circle of acquaintanoes, which gradualify 
larged, as it fq>peared riiat the stranger was a man of omadder- 
aMe acquirements. 

This discovery was made aliBOBt f«r /ores; to Mertoun waa 
aa unwilling to speak upon gmieral as upon his own 

affidiB. But he was soteethnea led into disctuiifpns, v^idb 
ehd^od, as it were in spite of himsdf, ihe schoto and the 
man of the wr«ld; and, at other timee^ as if in loquM of 
the heiqpitality wlrid^ be experienced, to eeemed to ocmpel 
himaelf, agaixxst h» fixdd natore, to enter into the soernty of 
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those around hlB)» f eBpedaUy vhe& H assumed the grave, 
mebnoholfi or sathicali ueati isldoh ]i)e8t soitod the^ temper of 
big own Upon such oocnuIods, the ZeUaudm were 

oniverwy of opiiilop that he muit have had an eao^lait 
eduoatUn, neglaoted ,osdy in one^gtdkiiig partioolar, nimiely, 
th^ Mr. Mertotm scarce dcnew toe stem a ship from the 
stem} and in the managemmt of a boat, a cow could not bo 
more ignorant It seemed astonishing such gross ignoranoe of 
the most necessary art of life (in the Zetland Isles at least) 
should subsist along with hk aocq^ldishmente in pther respects; 
but so it was. 

Unless called forth In the manner we have mentioned, the 
habisS ^ Basil Mertoun were retired and gloomy. From loud 
mirth he instantly fleti; and even the m^derati^ cheerfulness 
of a friendly party, had the invariable effect of throwing him 
into deeper d^'ection than even his usual demeanour indicated. 

Women are aU'ays particularty desirous of investigating 
mystery, and .of aUeviating melancholy, especklly when these 
circumstances are united in a handsome man abwt the prime 
of life. It is possible, therefore, that amongst the ^air-haired 
and blue^yed daughters of Thule this mysterious and pensive 
stranger might have found some one to take upon benidf the 
task of GoneolatioD, had he shown^ any willin^ess to^t>«cept 
such kuuj^y offices; but, far from doing so, he seemed even to 
" shun the presence of the sex, to which in our distresses, whether 
of mmd or |K)dy, we generally apply for pity and comfort. 

To these pect^iarities Mr. Mertoun added anotheriwhich was 
particularly disagreeable to his host and" piinelwl patron, 
Magnus Troil This magnate of Zetland, descenwd by the 
fatWs side, as we have already said, from an shdent Norwe> 
gian fruttily % the marriage of itawepresentative with a Banish 
lady, devout c^>huon fhat a cup of (^eva or Kants 

was specific agsmst all cares and afflictions wnatever. These 
Vere ^emeiBes to which Mr. Mertoun nevtr applied; his drink 
was water, and water alone, and no persuasion or entreaties 
oonld indnoe him to, taste any strongor beverage than was 
affiirded by the pure stream. Kow this Magnus Troil could jmt 
tolerate; it tros a d^Sanoe to the andent northern laws of eeb* 
viviality, winch, Ibr hiis> own part, he had so rigiffly observed, 
tint dthmigh he was wont to assert tluDt he had never in 
hia gone to bed drunk ^ihat k, it< his oim sense of the 
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woFd)» it would have been imposBilde tu» prove that he had 
ever resigned himself to^ slumber in a state of aetual and 
absolute sobriety. It may be therefore aslmd, 'WJiat did this 
stranger bruig into sodety to compensate the displeasure given 
by his austere and abstemi^ halite f He had^ in the first 
place^ tha^ manner and Belf'importanoe wl^di marh a penson of 
some oonsequenoe; Wd although it was oo^eoCured that he emild 
not be rich, yet it was certainly known by his expenditure that 
neither was he abwlut^y^poor. Hh had, besides, some powers 
of conversation, when, as we j[uive aliea^ hinted, he chose to 
exert them, ai^ his misanthropy or aversion to the busu^ and 
intercourse of ordinary life, was oftgn expressed in an antithe' 
tical manner, which often passed for wit, when beAer wsf ifiot to 
be had. Above all^*Mr. Hertounhi secret seemed impenetrable, 
and his presence had all the interest of a riddle, which men love 
to read over and over, because they cannot find out the meaning 
of it. 

Notwithstanding these recommendations, Mertoun differed ‘ 
in so maxfy mate^ points fiom his host, that after he had 
been for some time a guest at his principal residence, Magnus 
Troil was agreeably surprised when, one evening altef they6ad 
sat hours in absolute sdenoe, drinking Imuidy and 
that^, Magnus drinking the alcohol, and Mertoun the element, 
—^the 'guest asked his host% {lermissiQn to occupy, as ^ tenant, 
this deserted mau^on of Yarlshof, at the extremi^ of the* 
territory called Bunrossness, and mtuated just breath Sum* 
burgh Head. shall be handsomely rid^of him,” quoth 
Magnus to himself) “ and his kill-joy visage will never again 
stop the bottle in its round. Hia departure will ruin me in 
lemons, howev^, for his mere^look was quite soffimont to sour 
a whole ocean of punch.” » 

Yet the kind-hearted Zetlander generously and dkdnteMstedly 
remonstrated with Mr. Mertoun on the soUtmde and iqiooiive> 
nienoQB to whidi b» was about to subject hjimudf ** There 
were soaiodly,” he said, “even the most neoessaiy aiticloi 
furniture in ^ old hoiuw—^there was sociefty within many 
milee—fiir provisions, the principal aartiole of fixKl would he aour 
tURxfim, and his only ooBQpany gulls and gBoneta.”*' 

good fidend,* Mertoun, *‘]f you couM have 

nanaed • cansumatiM trhidi would rww thn raddmoa moie 
flttij^ble to me than am other, it is that thaw irould be ndther 
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huim luuQttii foelsty iiear the place of my nitrea4; 

a dialter ton the wmiiim fea my own head, and boj^i, 

is «U 1 mk to So name youc irent, and let me be 

your tenacd el Yae^dioC'* 

** Beni I** answered to Zetlanda:^ ^^why, no great rentoib: 
•n old house which no*one hps iiToiPin since my mothor’s iraie 
-^<6d lest herl*-tod as lor sheltw, the dd walls are thh^ 
enoagh, and wiS bear many a bang yet But, Heaven love 
you^ Mi. Mertoan, think whdt you are iq;mpoeing. For one of 
us to live at Yarlahol^ were a wUd sdheme enough; but you, 
who are Aom another ccnmtry, whelb^ Scoto^ or Iriph, 

no one can tell ^ ** 

“ Mor Moas* it greatly matter," said Mertoun, somewhat 
abruptly.* « ® •, 

** Not a hemng^fl scale,” answered thcPliurd; **only that I 
* li!:e you the better for being no Scot, as 1 trust you are not 
oua Hlther-they have oome like the dack-geese—eveiy oham- 
*berlaia has brought 5ver a dock of bis own name, and his 
own hatching, for what 1 know, and here they roost ever— 

Iktch tom xetuming to their own 'barren Highlands or Low¬ 
lands, whesi once they have tasted our Zetland bee( and seen 
our txHiny oom and lochs. No, sir” (here Magnus prcx^eded 
with great animataon, sipping from time to time the h^-dduted 
spirit, which at the same time animSlted hU resentment liSgainst 
4he intruders, and enabled him to endure^ to mortifying re* 
deotion which it suggested),—No, sir, to ancient days and 
the g6nuin«*iita^6rB of these lala^ ore no m^^, d>r our 
ancient posseeson—our Patersons, our Fees, ouri^Bchlegton- 
ners, our Thorhioms, have given place to Gitods, Sootts, 
Mouate, men whose names ^j^eak them or their snceetom 
strangera to to sod which we to^Troils have inhabited hmg 
before to da 3 rB of Turf-£ynai, who drst tau^ these Isles to 
mys^BiT of buz^ng peat for fhd, and who has been handed 
down to a giatodil posterity by a aame^ which reoerds to 
dModSmy." 

was a sulgeet unon which to pototato of Yailtof was 
usually very diffiise^ and Mertoun saw him enter upmi it with 
pleasure, because he know he should not be called upon ^ 
contribute any aid to to convemaiaon, and mlgh^t torefora 
indulge hii own aatamme humour whils to Korwuglaii 2et 
hinder dstomed on to tongs of toes mid inhabrta&ta. But 
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itwt u MaguuB had arrired at the pielaiicludjr nomi^ttgi^, 
how pro^ble it waa, t^t in another oenttii^ acarce a 
scarce even an ure of land, vooldbe in the posseukai ofl^KozM 
inhabitants, the true Udalkrs* oi JSe^nd)*' he reodUeoled the 
dreumstances of his guest, and stopped roddenly ** Z do 

not say aJi this,” he added^mteaTi>pting**hii)B^ "as if I were 
unwilUng that yoYi should settle on my estate, Mr, MertoSn— 
But for Yarlshof—thd pla(% is a wild mio—Oome from where 
you will, I warrant you will say, Hke other travelleni, you came 
from a better climate thmi ours, for so say you all. And yet 
yo|i think of^a retreat whic& the very natives run away from. 
Will you not ’take your glass V *—(This was to be considered as 
interjoctional),—"then here’s to you.” * • 

" My good sir,”*' answered Mertouu, " I am inditferent to 
climate; if there is but'air enough to fill my lungs, I care not 
if it be the breath of Arabia or of Lapland,” 

" Air enough you may have,” answered Magnus, " no lack of 
that—Bomewbaf damp, strangers all^e it to be, but we know 
a correctffe for that—Here’s io you, Mr. Mertoun—^You must 
learn to do so, and to smoko a pipe; and then, as you say, you 
will find the air of Zetland eqiml to that of Arabia. But have 
you (feen Yarlshofl” '' 

T1 e stranger intimated that he had not. 

" Then,” replied Magnui, “ you have no idea of ^ur under- 
takiug. If you think it a comfortable roadstead like this, with 
the house situated ou the side of an inland voe,t '^t biings 
the herrings up to your door, you are mistake^ heart. At 
Yarlshof you will see nought but the wild waves tumbling on 
the bare rocks, and Ibe K^t of Sumburgh running at tiie rate 
of fifteen knots an hour.” ^ t- 

" I shall see nothing at, least of the eurrent of human pas* 
sions,” replied Mertoun. 

"You will hoar nothing but the dunging^nd a<«aayiing of 
Bcarts, dieer-watera^ and seagulls, firom daybr^ tiU eunset.” 

" 1 will oompound, my ftimid^” r^ed ^ stranger, "so that 
I do not hear ohaitmrmg of wonmn’s tonguea.** 

* " Ah,” said the Korman, " that is beeanse ymi%ear just new 

. ♦ 

* The UdsUea m the okMinU poeaw w o ra of SMlaiid, W^o hold fheh 
iMkiioQS tmder the dd Norwegiaaa law^ intM of the Ibudd WCWMS la 
tfodawd ioiGakg thamdiriHn Sooth^ 

< i* Sdhwat^klML 
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my littlfi Misna and 9i^da ainging in tlis garden with youi 
McHdaont Now, I voold rather liet^ to thMr Ut^e T^oes, 
than the akylarir which 1 once heard ki Oaithneas, or the night¬ 
ingale tha^^ We repd of.—^What will ^ girle do £» want of 
their plafnaate Mordaudir 

^ey will shift for themselves,’' ai&wered Mertouii>«**yo>a]i^ 
or emer th^ will find {daymatas or dupe8.~^But the qnestioa 
is, Mr. Troil, will you let to me, as your tenant, this old man* 
sion of YarlAof 9” ^ 

*' Oladly, sinoe you make it your opfion to live in a spot so 
desolate.** 

“ And as for the rent 9** oqptinued Mertoun. 

“ The rhntt* replied Magnus; “ hum—why, you must have 
the bit of planHe ertiwejf which they once called a garden, and 
a right in the wca&ald^ and a sixpenny merk of land, that the 
* tenants may fish for yon;—eight h»pmdif of butter, and eight 
shillings string yearly is not too much 9'* 

* Mr. Mertoun agreed* to terms so mcx^rate, and fhim thence¬ 

forward resided chiefiy at the solitary mansion whiob'we have 
described in the beginning of this chapter, conforming not only 
without complaint, but, as it seemed, with a sullen pleasure, 
to all the privations which so wild ani desolate a sitmation 
necessarily imposed on its inhabitant to 

, * Note B. Planti^ cniire. ” 

* t A UspnM Is about thirty pounds Sngllsli, and^ ibe ridna is aretmged 
^ by Dt. gSdmoos^ at ten sbilUngs steriing. 


CHAPTER Second. 

*Tis not alone the scuie—the num, Anselino, 

The man finds sympathies in these nildnmstee, 

And Ibughly tambUng seas, which fairer news 
And smoother waves dsoy h!ut» 

AjfOnofT Dbama. 

Tbk few mhabitanti the township of Yarlshof had at first 
heard with ahum, that a person oS rank superior to their 
wss come to re^de in the ruinous tenement, which they still 
called the Osstle. In those diQra (for the present times are 
greatly altered for the better) ^he pesenc&of a supi^iof, in snob 
VOL. xm. 0 
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a situation, was almost certain to be attended with additional 
burdens a|iid exactions, for which, under one pretext or anOtiier, 
feudal customs furnished a thousand apologies.^ By each of 
these, a part of the tenants' hard-won and precarious profits was 
di^rted for the use of their powerful^eighbour andOsuperior, 
the tackspaan, as he was billed ^But £he sub-tenants speedily 
found that no op^ession of tliis kind was fo be apprehenaed at 
the hands of Basil Mertoun. His own means, whether large or 
small, were at least fylly adequate to his expenses, whiph, so far 
as regarded his habits of life, were of the most fru^ description. 
The luxuries of a few books,*and some philosophical in^auments, 
with which Sle was supplied fron^ London as ocpsion offered, 
seemed to indicate a degree of wealth unusual in these iiflands j 
but, on the other, dand, the table an(fc the accommoiations at 
Vailshof, did not eficeed what was maintained by a Zetland 
proprietor of the most inferior description. * 

The tenants of the hamlet troubled themselves very little 
about the quality of t^iieir superior, as ^oon as they found thaf 
their situation was rather to bo mended than rendered worse 
ins presence; and, once relieved from the apprehension of his 
tyrannising over them, they laid their heads togetfier to flaake 
the most of him by various petty tricks of overcharge and extor- 
tioi^which for a while the stranger submitted to with the most 
philosoplpc indifference. •Lc incident, however, occurred, which 
put •his character in a new light, and effectually decked aM 
future efforts at exlravagantrimposition. 

A dispute arose in the kitchen of the Oastle ifttwixt an old 
govemante, who^acted as housekeeper to iJr. Mertoim, and 
Sweyn Erickson, as good a Zetlander as ever rowed a boat to 
the hmf fishjpg which dispute, as is usual 14 suoh cases, was 
maintained with such increasing heat and vociferation as to 
reach the ears of the master (as he was called), who, seduded 
in a solitary turret, was deeply employed in eagunining the con¬ 
tents of a new pacl^e of b^ks from London, which, after long 
expectation, had found its way to Hull, from thence by a whaling 
vessel to Lerwick, and so to l^tudahofl With more than the 
u|uifl thrill of indignation which indolent peofAe always feel 
w]}esi roused into action on some unpleasant occasion, Mertoun 
deseended to the scene of contest, and sadduoly, per^ptorily. 

* The deejhaei^fialifaig, in distinetion to thnt which is prsotisod datig 
khote 
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uid stdcbly^ iaquiredstite cause ef depute, that the parties, u^t^ 
irithstaiidu^ eveiy erasiou they att^pt^ besarue uiud>le 
to dii^faisc^frozQ him that their dlffeimice respected the several 
interesiB V which* houeat govemante, aiid uo lera Jiiooest 
w^ reepe^tiv^y eutitl^ in an overcharge of about 
^e hundred per cent on a bargain of rockgsod, purciiMed by the 
mnnfflr from &e latter, fm* tiie use of tite family at Yarsholf. 

When this was fairfy ascertained and ccmfes^, Mr. Mertoun 
stood looking upon the culj^ritB with |yes in which the utmost 
scorn seemed to contend wi^ awq|cening passion. ^ ** Hark you, 
ye old hag/' said he at length to the housekeeper, ** avoid4uy 
house this iqstant! and know that I dismiss you, not for being 
a lAr, a ^ief, and an ungrateful quean,-—^for these are qualities 
as propfi* to you as ^our name of wom&n,—but for daring, 
in my house, to scold above your brea^.—And for you, you 
rascal, who suppose you may cheat a stranger as you would 
^mch* a whale, know^that I am well acquainted with the rights 
which, by delegation from your master, Maghus Troll, I can 
^ exercise over you if I will. Provoke me to a certain t>itch, and 
you shall leam, to your cost, 1 can bre^ your rest as easily as 
yo« can ifitemipt my leisure. I know the meaning of scatj and 
watilCf and hmcMtmf and hagcUef, and every other exaction by 
which your lords, in ancient and mgdem days, have wrung*|?^our * 
withers j ^or is there one of you that shall not rue tfie day that 
^ou couia not be content with robbing nffe of my mone;f, but 
must sdso break iu ou my leisure with your atrociious northern 
clamour, thA rivals in discord the screaming of a of Arctic 
gulls.” • * 

Nothing better occurred to Sweyn, in answer to -this objurgar 
tion, than the preferring a humble request that his*honotir would 
t)e pleased to keep the cod-fish laithout payment, and say no 
more about the matter; but by this time Mr. had 

worlj^eti^up Ms passions into an ungovernable rage, and with one 
hand he tibrew the money at the fisherman'^ead, while with the 
othe: he pelted him out of the a^nutment with his own fi^, 
whkh he finally fiung of doors after him. 

There wa# so mudb of appalling and tyrannic fury in the 
stranger's manner on this o(»}^on, that Sweyn neither stop^ 
to coUest the ttumey nop take back his commodity, but fied at a 

* Tbs operation of sHdng the blabber hum tbe^ones of^be whaio. is 
oaOed* tecMoany^^'noAsa^. * * 
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pred|nt»te rate to the small hamlet^ to td2 his comrades that U 
they provolsed Master any i^her, he wopld tora^SB 

absolute Pate Stewart* on their hand, and head and .hang witb> 
out either judgment or mercy. - • ^ 

Hitler also came the du^rded housekeeper, to eonsolt with 
her neighbours and ^drea (for she too was a native of 
village) what she should do to regain the deidliable situation from 
which she had been so suddenly ecroelled. The old Bansellaar 
of the village, who had voice m^ potential in the deliberar 
tions of the township, after jiefuing what had happenei^, pro> 
nounced that*Sf7eyn ^ckson had gone too far in raising the 
market upon Mr. Mertoun; and that whatever pretQ;ct tacks¬ 
man might assume fq;r thus giving way to his anger, the feal 
grievance must have’been the charging the rook cod-fish at a 
penny instead of a halff>enny a-pound; he therefme exhorted all 
the community never to raise their exactions in future beyond 
the proportion of threepence upon the sjiilling, at which rate 
their master at l^e Oastll could not reasonably be expected to 
grumble, linoe, as he was disposed to do them no harm, it was ^ 
r^onable to think that, in a moderate way, he had no objection 
to do them good. “ Ajd three upon twelve,” said Ihe ex^e* 
riencedf Ranzellaar, “ is a decent and moderate profit, and will 
*bringiwith it Gkkd's blessing and Saint Eonald’s.” 

Proceedilig upon the tarin thus judiciously recomnaended to 
them,* the iuhabitaUlB of Yarlshof cheated Mertoun in future* 
only to the moderate extent of twenty-five per cei^; a rate to 
which all nabobs, army-contractors, speculatorn m*the iimds, 
and others, whom r&jent and rapid success has enabled to settle 
in the country upon a great ought to submit, as vmy 
reasonable tr^tment at the hand of their rustic neighbours. 
Mertoun at least seemed of tkat opinion, for he gave himself no 
farther trouble upon the subject of his househdd Expenses. 

The conscript fathers of Yarlshof, having aottled own 
matteiB, took next uddm* their considera^n the ossa of Swertha, 
the banished matron who had bemi exp^ed from the Oagtle, 
whom, as an experienced and usefhl #Uy, they were highly 
4edrouB to restore to her oflice of housekeeper, sfiould that be 
* • • 

* Meaning, probably, Patrick Steward of (Orkney, eiueutad tea 
tynmny and oppression practised on the inhabitants of these remote 
in the beginning of the eerenteenth eoitory [Hie &ther, Lord Robert 
Stowart, eras a natural soifof James V.p 
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posfiitilB. thdririgdom 'kisn M«d theiO) Sw«rtlia) 
iti *de8^^ kad teooorM to df Moida^t Mertotm, 

irk(^ she hdd adquii^ senna &¥aur by bar k&oidedge in 
did ]Jorw6gjan ballad% abd disibBl talas edne^bg tha ttom or 
Draws (lie dwails (^.tbe Scalds), whom BUpersdtdotts eld 
liad peoided many^ londy eaTem aiid brewn dale to Dumoas* 
ness, as in eTdiy oHier district of Zetland. ** Swertba,*^ said the 
youth, ** I can do but little for you, but you may do something 
for youTs^ My father's passion lea^blte the fhry of those 
ancient champons, those Berserkers, you sing songs about.” 

“Ay, ay, fish of my heart,” repM the oldfwoman, with a 
paretic •whine $ “the Bdrserkars were champions who lived 
beiore blessed da^ of Saint Olave, and who used to run like 
madmen on swords, and spears, and har^ns, and muskets, and 
snap them all into pieces, as a finner* wc^d gO through a 
herring-net, and then, when the fury went off, th^ were as 
weak and unstable aB«water.”t 

“ That's the Very thing, Swertha,’^ said MA^daunt. “ Now, 

• my father never likes to tl^k offhis passion after it is over, and 
is SO mu^ of a Berserkar, that, let him be desperate as be will 
toSday, he will not care about it to-mojrow. Therbfbrej. he has 
not Med up your place in the household at the Oastle, mid not 
a mouthful of Warm food has beentdressed there singe y^iiPwent* 
away, and not a morsel of bread baked, but we have lived just 
*upon whatever cold thing came to hand, ^ow, Swertha, \ will 
be your wagrant, that if you go boldly up to CaStle, and 
enter ujwn*the^iischarge of your duties as ^ual, foi\ wlU never 
hear a single word from him,” * 

Swertha hesitated at first tp obey this bold CounseL She 
said, “ to Her inking, Mr. Mertoun, when he wal angry, looked 
more like a fiend than any Bersertar of them all; that the ^ 
flashed from his eyes, and the foam flew &om his bps; and 
thdfe it WOnld be a plain tempting oi Prcyfidence to put herself 
ngajn in such a venture.” 

But, on the encouragement trhich she teoeiv^ from the son 

• * Fiimer, snuill whale. 

*1* Tbewigae ct ^ha Scalds ate of dancriptionis of thSM 
end do not pttndt as to doabt tiut the BeAerken, so^ eidled from ilglwtig 
witbeat unDOai^ need eom* phyeleal meana of working theiMtdvee into a 
tmmt dutbig ytUok ihey possessed tjie strength snd eneigy of .srndneM. 
The tndldn Wuiiofs are Weu knogn to do the ipuue by dint of opinm end 
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she determined at length once more to face the parent; 
dressing hefrself in her ordinary honsehdid attire, for so Mop- 
daunt particularly recommended, she ftli{q;>ed into the Castle/and 
presently resuming the various and iiume|pus oocu|]ations *nrhieh 
devolved on her, seemed as ^deeply engaged in househc^d^ares 
as if she had never been out of oflBce. ^ 

The first day of her return to her duty/Swertha made no 
appearance in presence of her master, but trusted that, after his 
three days’ diet on oold Hjeat, a hot* dish, dressed with the best 
of her simple^skill, might intij^duce her favourably to hi^ recol¬ 
lection. When Mordaunt had reported that his father had taken 
no notice of this change of diet, imd %'hen she herself ^observed 
that, in passing and r^passing him/KscasionaUy, her appearance 
produced no effect upon her singular masfer, she began to ima- 
gme that the whole a^'air had escaped Mr. Mertoun’s memory, 
and was active in her duty as usual. Neither was she convinced 
of the contrary until one day, when, happening somewhat to 
elevate her tone**m a dis^te with the other maid-servant, her 
master, wBo at that time passed the place of contest, eyed her 
^th a strong glance, and pronounced the single word, Bemember} 
in a tone which taught ^wertha the government of her ton^e 
for mafly weeks after. 

• If#[artoun was whimsical^ his mode of governing his house¬ 
hold, he seemed no less so in his plan of educating his ion. He 
show^ the youth btil few symptoms of parental affection; yet, * 
in his ordmary state of mind, the improvement of^Mordaunt’s 
education seemed to be the utoost object of hkk liffl. He had 
both books and information euificient to discharge the task of 
tutor in the ordinary branches pf knowledge j and in this caj:^' 
city was regular, cabn, and strict, not to say severe, het exacting 
from his pupil the attention fteceMary for his profiting. But in 
the peru^ of history, to which their attention was frequently 
tum^, as well as in the study of olassie autbans, ther^ often 
occurred fsets w seB'timents which jaroduced an instant effect 
upon Mertoon’e mind, and brou^t on him suddenly trhat 
Swertha, Sweyn, and even Mordaunt cai»a to distinguish by the 

* rt^e of his dark hour. He was aware, in the usual case, of its 
approach, and retreated te an inner apartment, into whiifii he 
never pennitted even Mordaunt to enterf Here he would alnde 
in seclusion for days, and even weeks, only coming out at unc^- 

times, to take suA food as they had taken care to leave 
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within iu8 whidi he need in wonderfully email i^^uantities, 
At*bther times, and espedally during the winter sol^tioe, when 
almo^ every person spends the gloomy time within doors in 
feasting eihd menime^y this unhappy man would wrap himself 
in a ^iaik-oolour^d s^eloalCy and ^ijander out along the stormy 
h^h, or upon the desolate b^th, indulging his own j^oooiy and 
wayward reveries finder the inolonent sky, the rather that he 
was then most fiRire to wander unenoountered and unobserved. 

As Mordaunt grew oldeTy^he leam^ to tnote the partioular 
signs which preceded these fits of gloomy despondencyy and to 
direct such precautions as might insure his un^itunate pa];pnt 
from iU-timM inteiruptioB (which had always the effect of 
driving him to fury), whiloy the same tjme, ftill provision was 
made for his subsistence, Mordaunt pel'ceived that at such 
periods the melancholy fit of his father Vas greatly prolonged, 
if he xjhanoed to present himself to his eyes while the dark hour 
was upon him* Out of respect, therefore, to his parent, as well 
as to indulge the love of active exercise and of amusement 
, natural to his period of Ufe, Mordaunt used often to absent him¬ 
self altogethOT from the mansion of Yarlshof, and even from the 
district, i^cure that his father, if the dark hour passed away in 
his absence, would be little inclined to Squire how his son had 
disposed of his leisure, so that he was sure he had not {ranched • 
his own ;weak moments; that being the subject oh which he 
•entertained the utmost j^ousy, • • 

At such tjmes, therefore, all the sources of amusement which 
the country afiprded, were open to the younger Idertoun, who, 
in these intervals of his education, had an^oppoftmnty to give 
full scope to the energies of a bold, active, and daring character. 
He was ofren engaged with thfi youth of the hamlet in those 
desperate speuts, to which the daeadfiil trade of the samphire- 
gatherer” is like a walk upon level ground-^ften joined those 
midni^t ^cumions upon the face of the giddy clifis, to secure 
ih«^ eggs or the young of the sea-fowl ;%nd in these daring 
adyeutures displayed an address, presmice of mind, and activity, 
wMeh, in one so youug, and not a narive of the country, asto¬ 
nished the oldest fowlers.* 

** aeddeats, bowser, stmasrimes ^ppsn. Whea X visited thf* 
Waik Isle in 161.4, a ^or lad tk foorieen had killed by a fafi from the 
rooks Sbeat a fortidght before ottr airinaL The noeideat happened almost 
eritbio sight of hie mother, ivbo saru casting peats at m> grant distance^ 
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At Other tiinM, Mordaunt aoootapBuled Sweys and oth«r 
flshmnen in th^ long and perilous expeditloiu tx) the dia€nnt 
and de^ sea, learning under tbedr direetion the management of 
. the b^t, in whicb they equal, or exc^, perhaps, any' natives of 
the Irtish empire. This pzerdse had pban^ M Mor&iuit^ 
independently of therdshing alone. « « 

At this time, the old Norwegian sagas Were much remembered, 
and often rehearsed, by the fishermen, who still preseirved mnong 
themselyes the andent *^orse ton^e, which was the speeeh 
their forefathers. In the dfgrk romance of those Seandinayiim 
tales, lay much cthat was captivating to a youthful ear; and the 
classic fables of antiquity were liralied at least, if no^'eacdled, 
in Mordaunt’s opinion, hy the strange le^nds of Bers^kait, of 
SearkingB, of dwarfs,' dants, and sorcerer^ which he heard fiiW 
the native Zetlandeis. Often the scenes around him were 
assigned as the localities of wild poems, which, half recited, half 
chanted, by voices as hoarse, if not so lopd, as the waves over 
which they floated, pointed out the very bay on which they 
sailed as i!he scene of a bloody nea fight; the scarce-seen heap of ^ 
stones that bristled over the projecting cape, as the dun, or 
castle, of some potent e^l or noted pirate; the distant and dbli* 
tary ^y stone on the lonely moor, as marking the grave of a 
hero^ the wild cavern, up v^ich the sea rolled in heavy, broad, 
and unbrolcen billows, as the dwelling of some noted fiftrceress.* 

Tlfe ocean also haif its mysteries, the effect of which was aided* 
by the dim twilight, through which it was imperfqptly seen for 
more than half the year. Its bottomless depths wnd^ecTet caves 
contained, according to the account of Sweyn and others, skilled 
in legendwyr lore, such wonders as modern navigators reject -^^th 
disdain. In tfhe quiet moonlig'ht bay, wh^e the Waves came 
rippling to the shore, upon # bed of smooth sand intermin^ed 
with shells, the mermaid was still seen to glide along the 'tmters 
by moonlight, and, mingling her voice with the»6i^ngJI>re8E6, 
was often heard to sifg of subterranean wonders, or to chimt 
phecies of fUture events. The kraken, the hugest of jiving things, 
was sl^ supposed to cumber the recesses wf t^e Northern Ocean; 

fell into the eeft, v>d was seen no more. Bat the islawlen 
account this an honoorabie mods of ^ath, a^d a$ the idifidren begin the 
ptiotice oi climbing VSry early, fewer fkcdd^ta oopnr them mq(ht bs 
eiciNKtSd. * 

* Nbts C. Norsi^FragmSnta. 
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AQd often, when B03&»fbgobiiiik ecnr^red theses at n dlstanoa, ^ 
of the experienced b^tniAn the boiiu (d* ths moltftardtte 
leviathan ivdidng and waving amidet the wreaths of mkt, and 
bore^away with oar and sidl, leat the sudden eh^oh, 

smmmed by the smli^ of the mensttous mass to the bottom, 
should drag with^ the grasp of its muIti^Eirioiis feelme his own 
frail shift !nte seaenake was also known, wbi(di, arising cut of 
the depths of ocean, sta'etohes to the skies his miotmous neck, 
oevezed with a mane like tha^ of a war-horse, and with his broad 
glittering eyes, raised mast-head high, looks out, it seems, for 
plunder or for victims. '' 

Many prodigious storiest^f these marine monsters, and of many 
others known, w^ then univeisalljr received among the 
Zetlanders, whose descendants have do| as yet by any means 
abandoned faith in them.*^ 

Such legends are, indeed, everywhere current amongst the 
vulgar; but the imagination is fat more powerfully affected by 
them on the deep and dangerous 8ea8*of the ndrth, amidst precb 
pices and headlands, many hundred feet in height,—lunid peril¬ 
ous strai^, and currents, imd eddies,—^long sunken reefs of rock, 
oVhr which the vivid ocean foams an(h boils,—dark caverns, to 
whose extremities neither man nor sldff has ever venftired,— 
lonely, and often uninhabited isles,—and occasiona^y th^rfiins^ 
of ancient northern fhstnesses dimly seen by the feeble light of 
* the Arctic winter. To Motdaunt, who hsS much of romcflioe in 
his disposition, these superstitions formed a pleai^g and inte¬ 
resting exdtcis* of the ima^ation, while^ half ^ubtihg, half 
iuclin^ to believe, he listened to the tales chanted concerning 
th^e wonders of nature, and creatures of credulous belief, told 
in the rudd but energetic language of the anoienf Scalds. 

But riiere wanted not softer and^hter amusement, that might 
seem better suited to Mordaunt’s age, than wild tales and 
rude exercises Which we have already men^oned. The season of 
Printer, when, ftom the shmtneiMi of the daylight, labour becomes 
impossible, is in Zetland the time of revc^ fbasting, and merri¬ 
ment. 'W^tever the ^sherman has been able to acquire during 
summer, was expended, and often wasted, in maintaining the 
miirii and bosplt^iy of his hearth diding this period * udiile^the 
kudholders and of the island gave dimble loose to their 

eonvivM and heatable dispositions, thronged their houses with 

• KOti B. liCffliliBrik of the Noftbem SoSSt ^ 
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guests, and drore away the rigour of the season wii^ jest, glee^ 
and s<mg, the dance' and the wine-cup. * 

Anbid the revels of this merry, tibough rigorous •seascAt, no 
youth ^ded more spirit to the dance, or^lee to the levelt than 
the young stranger, Mord^unt Mertoiu|. When his fabher's 
state of mind permit^d, or indeed required, ^ absence, he wa|- 
dered from house to house a welcome guest wherever he came, 
and lent his willing voice to the song, and his foot to the revel. 
A boat, or, if the wcsiblftg', as was hften the case, permitted not 
that convenience, one of the numerous ponies, which, straying in 
hordes about bh# extensive moors, may be said to be at any man’s 
command who can catch them, conveyed him from thq mansion 
of one hospitable Zet|^der to tha4 of another. None excelled 
him m performing thb warlike sword-danSe, a species of amuse¬ 
ment which had been derived from the habits of the ancieUt 
Norsemen. He could play upon the gue^ and upon the common 
violin, the melanclioly and pathetic tunes peculiar to the country; 
and with great sjSirit and Execution could relieve their monotony 
with the livelier airs of the North of Scotland. When a party set , 
forth as maskers, or, as they are called in Scotland, guvsards, to 
visit some neighbouring Laird, or rich Udaller, it augur^ welPol 
the ex^dition if Mordaunt Mertoun could be prevailed upon to 
•undettake the office of shtc{ler, or leader of the band. Upon 
these occastons, lull of fun and frolic, he led his retinue from 
housef to h(mse, bringtoig mirth where he went, and leaving regret® 
when he departed. Mordaunt became thus generallj^ known, and 
beloved as generally, tlirough most of the houses composing the 
patriarchal community of the Main Isle; but his visits were most 
frequently and most willingly pwd at the mansion of his father's 
landlord and protector, Magnus Troil. • • 

It was not entirely the hfearty and sincere welcome of the 
worthy old Magnate, nor the sense that he was in effect his 
father’s patron, whieh occasiemed these fTequeut visitst The 
lumd of wdcome wat indeed received as eagerly as it was sin¬ 
cerely given, while the ancient Udaller, raising himsdf in his 
huge chair, whia^f the inside was linei^with weH-dressed seal- 
and the outside composed of massive oak, chreA by the 
rU<!h graving-tool of som# Hamburgh car|)enter, shouted ffirth 
1^ w joome in a teme, whieh might, in ailbient th&es, have hailed 
tl|e ritum of the highest festival of the ^ths. There was 
, metal yet more attiacUve, and youAgear hearty whose welcome, U 
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teBS bud, vftB 9B smoere m that the jolly Udaller. But it ia 
matter which ought uot to be diacudsed at the ooncbeum of a 
ohajJter. * 


0 OHAPfBR THIBD.* 

" Oh, Bess^r Bell ^ Mary Chrav. 

Tliey were twa honnle laa*(w^ * 

They bigged a bofue oa you buni'bituR 
Aad Peeked it owerVi* imhes 

** Fair Beaay BeR I looed yestreen. 

And thought l^e’er could alt|r ; 

But Mai^ Gray’s twa pawky eea* 

Have garr’d my fancy falter^i’ 

Soots Soso 

^ W£ have already mentioned Miima and Brenda, the daughters 
of Magnus Troil. Their mother had Ifeen dead»for many years, 
they were now two beautiful 'girls, the eldest only bighteen, 
which mi^t be a year or two younger than Mordaunt Mertoun, 
theflaecona ebout seventeen.—They were^the joy of their father's 
heart, and the light of his old eyes ; and although indulged to a 
degree which might have endangered his comfort and their Own, 
they repaid his affection with a love, into which even blind indul¬ 
gence had not introduced slight reg^, or feAiinine caprice. *The 
difference of |;heir tempers and of their complexions was smgu* 
larly striking, although combined, as is usual, wl|h certain 
degree of family resemblance. 

The mother of these maidens had been a Scottish lady from 
the Highlands of Sutherland, the orphan of a nolAe chief, who, 
driven from his own country durin^the feuds <ff the seventeenth 
century, had found shelter in those peaceful islands, which, 
^lanpdst ^wverty ^d seclusion, were tiius far happy, t^t they 
Temaaned unvezed by discord and unstidned*by civil broil. The 
father (his name was Saint Clair) pined for his native glen, his 
feudal tower, his clanssien and hb frllen authority, and died 
not long after his arrival in Zethuui The beauty of his orphan 
daughter, despite h^r Scotti^ lineage, fnelted the stout heart *of 
l^il He sued and was listened to, and she became 
iris bride j hut dyi<% in the fifth yesr of theiisumrm, left him to 
moum his biidr period of dmoSstic bappiniisa. 
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From her mother, Mfama inh^ted the^stately fbrm i&hd daih 
eyes, the mven locks and findy-pendlied brcms, which ehowed 
she was, on one side at least, a stranger to tiie bloo^ of ThulC. 
Her cheek,— • ' 

*• Oh oalhit fair, not pale 1 '* 


€• 


was 80 slightly and delicately tinged with rose, that many 
thought the lily had an undue propori^n in her complexionu But 
in that predominanlse of the paler tfower, there Was nothing sidkly 
or languid; 4t was the true patuitl colour of health, and corre¬ 
sponded in a p^uliar degree with features, which seemed calcu 
lated to express a contemplative dhd high-minded «chaT^ter. 
When Minna Troil heard a tale of‘Woe orjif injustice, ii^was then 
her blood rushed to 'hgr cheeks, and showed plainly how warm it 
beat, notwithstanding rhe generally serious, composed, and retir- ^ 
iug disposition, which her countenance and demeanour seemed to 
exhibit. If strangers sometimes conceived that these fine features ^ 
were clouded melancholy, for which her age and situation 
could Bckrce have given occasion, they were soon satisfied, upom 
farther acquaintance, that the placid, mild quietude of her dispo¬ 
sition^ and the mental energy of a character which was but ^tle 
interested in ordinary and trivial occurrences, was the re&l cause 
of IfiJr <gTayity; and most men, when they knew that her melan- 
cholv had no ground in real sorrow, and was only the^pixation 
of a%oul bent on mdte important objects than those by which she 
was surrounded, might have wished her whatever could add to her 
happiness, but coi^d scarce have desired that^ grloeful as she 
was in her natural and unaffected seriousness, she should change 
that d<dportment fbr one more gay. In shoxt, notwithstandii^ 
our wiidi to Have avoided that hai^eyed simile of hn angel, we 
cannot avoid saying Hiere ^s something in the serious b^uty of 
her aspect, in the measured, yet graceffd ease of her motions, in 
the music of her and the serene purity*of her eye, that 
seemed as if Minna xroli bdonged naturally to scnne hi^er and 
better sphere, and was only the ohatioe visitant of a world 
uMis not worthy tff her, • , 

, ^The scarcely less beautifii], equally lovely, and equally inhooeni 
Brenda, was of a oOmplefion as differing Hm her iMer, he they 
in character, taste, and espreeSon. Her profuM loda 
wore of that paly brown which receives firom the passing sunbeam 
a tinge gold, but dirheua agauf when the ray has paased jfitnn 


THB 10 

It ^6. her mouthy tiie heeutiAil row of teeto, whi<^ in her 
^vamty were l^uenMy diebloeed; the freeh yet not 
too bright ^ow of a healthy eoBo^exioii) tin^ng a i^n like <be 
drifted enow, Bp<^ her^gennine SoandinaTian descent A^fhiiy 
form, fike tall than that^of Minna, biH: still more finely moulded 
intp symmetiy^^ carelesB, and almoet childiidi lightneasttf step— 
an eye that seemed to look on erery object with pleasure, fifotn a 
natc^ anda^ne eheerfulness d diipssition, attracted even more 
general admiration than the chkms ^ her sistCr, though pm^haps 
that which Minna did excite, might,be of a more intense as well 
as a more reverential character. 

The dispositions of these dovely eistens were not less different 
than their complexions. In the kindly afie^lons neith^ could 
be said to excel the other, so much were t^ey attached to their 
father and to each other. But the cheerfulness of Brenda mixed 
*itself with the everyday business of life, and seemed inexhaustible 
in its profusion. The l^ss buoyant spirit of her sister appeared 
* to bring to society a contented wish to he interested and leased 
jrith what was going forward, bui^ was rather placidly carried 
mong with the stream of mirth and pleasure, than dispel to aid 
its jlrogress by any efforts of her own. , She endured n^rth, 
rather than en^oy^ it; and the pleasures in which she most 
delighted were those of a graver and more solitary c^t. * ?he 
knowledge jr^hich is derived fiom books was beyond her re^h. 
2 !htland afforded few opportunities, in those d^s, of studying^e 
lessons, bequeqjlied 

* By dead men to their kind 

and Magnus Trail, such as we have described him, was net a 
person within^whase mansion the meons of such Imoirl^e were 
to be acquired. But the book of nat«*fe was before Minna^ that 
noblest of volumes, where we cure ever called to wonder and to 
^mim, qyen when we cannot undemtand. The plants of those 
wild regions, the shells on idioves, and’ the long list of 
feather^ clans which haunt their and eyries, were as well 
known to Minna Troil as^ the most ^perienOed fowlers. Her 
powme of obseiArstion wm’e wonderful, and little inteirupted by 
oth^ tones of feeling. The infoimatioza which she acquired hy 
habite parent attentkmf was indelibly riretted is a mitmsBy 
po# 9 Kfid mammy. SbebadalBoabi^f^uigfof theaeiitaiyand 
mebmcbdly grandem* of the aqaiiiB in which she was plaoad. The 
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ocean in all its raried fonns of subliiniip and terror—the 
mendous cliffs that resound to the ceaseless roar of the l>illc>w8, 
and the clang of the seafowl, had for Minna a chami in fdmost 
eveiT^state in which the changing season^ exhibited them. With 
the enthusiastic feelings proper to the nynantic race firouf which 
her mother descended, the love of<^natum objects was to a 
passion capable not only of occupying, but at times of agitating, 
her mind. Scenes Upon which her sister looked with a sense of 
transient awe or femofion, which® vanished on her return from 
witnessing them, continued ^ong to fill Minna’s imagination, not 
ofily in solitude, and in the silence of the night, but in the hours 
of society. So that sometimes when she sat like a beautiful 
statue, a present Djcniber of the domestic circle, her thdtights 
were far absent, wan<|^ering on the wild &a-ahore, and Emong the 
yet wilder mountains of her native isles. And yet when recalled 
to conversation, and mingling in it with interest, there wore few® 
to whom her friends were more indebte4 for enhancing its enjoy¬ 
ments; ^d altliough something in her manners claimed deference 
(notwithstanding her early youth) as well as affection, even hejj 
gay, lovely, and amiable sister was not more generally beloved 
than^ the more retired ^nd pensive Minna. o 

Indeed the two lovely sisters were not only the delight of their 
fribnds bjit the pride of those islands, where the inhabitants of a 
certain rank were blended, by the remoteness of tht*ir situation 
and the general hospitality of their habits, into one friendly coAi- 
munity, A wandering poet and parcel-musician, who, after 
going through vinous fortunes, had returned < to ead his days as 
he could in his native islands, had celebrated the daughters of 
Magnus in a poem, which he entitled Night and Day; and in his 
description of Minna, might almost be thought to have mitici- 
pated, though oidy in a n^e outline, the exquisite lines of Iiord 
Byron— 


** She walks in beattty, like the night 
^Of cloudless climes and etany ^«n; 
all that’s b«it of dark ai^ bri^t 
leet in her aspect and her eyes: 
Thus mellow’d to t&idear l^ht 
Whi(di heaven to gandy day denied 
c 


0 


Tbefr &ther loved the maidens both so vreH, that it 
be difficult to sa^ wbioh he loved best; saving that> peiehaiioet, 
he liked his ^v|sr damsd hotter in ^ walk without doom« 
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and his meny maideoi better by the fireidde; that he more 
desired the society of Minna when h® that of 

Bren^ when, he was mirthfuland, what was nearly the same 
thin?, prefixed Minnajbefore noon, and Brenda aft^r the glass 
had ciliated in the evening. n 

~^it it waa still more extraordinary, tha{ the affections 
Mordaunt MertounVemed to hover with the same impartiality 
as those of their father betwixt the two lovely sisters. From 
his boyhood, as we have n*oticed,^ ho, had „been a frequent 
inmate of the residence of Magnuit Burgh Westjfa, although 
it lay nearly twenty miles distant from YarlsKof. The impass¬ 
able character of the country betwixt these places, extending 
over Mils covered with loose ^d quaking bog, and frequently 
intersectdft by the creekf or arms of the sej^” which indent the 
island on either side, as well as by fre^-water streams and 
•lakes, rendered the journey difficult, and even dangerous, in 
the (Wk season; yet, qs soon as the state of his father’s mind 
Svarned him to aWnt himself, Mordaunt, at •every risk, and 
mider every difficulty, was pretty fture to be found the^iext day 
at Burgh Westra, having achieved bis journey in less time than 
would havelbeen employed perhaps by the most active native. 

He was of course set down as a wooer df one of the daughters 
of Magnus, by the public of Zetland; and when th^old 
Udaller’s great partiality to the youth was considered, nobody 
dbubted that he might aspire to the hand«of either of tfiose 
distinguished Jjeauties, with as large a sliare of Islets, rocky 
moorland, and shqre-hsbings, as might be the fitting portion of 
a favoured child, and with the presumptive pftispect of possess¬ 
ing half the domains of the ancient house of Troil, when their 
present owner should be no more. This seemed alFa reasonable 
speculation, and, in theory at leasts better oenstructed than 
many that are current through the world as unquestionable 
'fact^ ^t, alasX all that sharpness of observation which could 
be appli^ to the conduct of the parties, faUdd to determine the 
main point, to which of the young persons, namely, the attentions 
of Mordaunt were pecuj^ly devoted. He s^nied, in general, 
to treat them*as an affectionate and attached brother might, 
have treated two sisters, so equally de^j- to him that a breath' 
w^kild have tofned the scale of affection. Or if at any time, 
which often happened, the one maiden' appeared the more 
especial object << his attentioQi, it seemed* only to be because 
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circumstances called her peculiar talenta and disposition into 
more partieulax and imm^iata exercise. 

Both the sisters were accomplished in the simpde music d* the 
ncoth, and Mordaunt, who was their Msistajit, and sometimes 
their preceptor, when they were practising this deliglCfcfiil art, 
might be now seen assist!^ Minna in 'the acquisition of those 
wild, solemn, and‘simple airs, to which scaltds and harpers sung 
of old the deeds of heroes, and presently found equally active in 
teaching Brenda the jncre lively And complicated music, which 
their father's affection caused to be brought from the ’Rn gHah or 
Scottish capi|^l for the use*of his daughters. And while con¬ 
versing with ’ them, Mordaunt, wjio mingled a strain of deep 
and ardent enthusiasm with thejgay and ungovernable spirits of 
youth, was equall^^ ready to enter into the wild an& poetical 
visions of Minna, or mto the lively and often humorous chat of 
her gayer sister. In short, so little did he seem to attach^ 
himself to either damsel exclusively, that he was sometimes 
hoard to say, that Miima never looked' so lovely, as wh^en hef 
light-heArted sister had indueed her, for the time, to forget her 
habitual gravity; or Brenda so interesting, as when ^e sat 
listening, a subdued and affected partaker of the deep pathos of 
her lister Minna. • 

Hhe public of tlie mainland were, therefore, to use the 
huntdr's iphrase, at fault in their farther conclusion^ and could 
bulfdetermine, long vacillating betwixt the maidens, that 

the young man was positively to many one of them, hut which 
of the two could only be determined wh^ h!{i approaching 
manhood, or theanterference of stout old Magnus, the father, 
should t€^h Master Mordaunt Mertoim to know his own mind. 
“It was a pretty thing, indeed,” they usually^ponsluded, “that 
he, no native bom, and possessed of no viidble means of sub¬ 
sistence tiiat is known to any o^, should presume to hesitate, 
or affect to have the power of ejection and choice, betodxt the 
two most distingmshed beauties of Zetland. If they were 
Magnus TroU, they would soon be at the bottom of the matter,” 
—and so forth. ’All which remarks were only whispered, for 
Ahe hasty disposition of the Udaller Sad too nfUch of the old 
‘Korse fire about it to render it safe for any one to become an 
tmauthorised int^edmer with his,fhnuly afiaiis; and thns 
Itood the relation of Mordaunt Mertoun to the faodly of Mr. 
I^il of l^gh Westra, when following inddents took plaee. 
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, ^19 h &0 |tt]|;rim*« moniipi^yoii gi«y xDtst 

^ 14eB upon UU, «nd dale, andea^ and ibnat, 

Idke tlia don wunple of a new-Toade w^ow; 

And, bylny faifli, althongb my heart w soft, 

I’d rathea* hear that iddow weep and ai^. 

And tell the Turtne8e>f the dear departed. 

Than, vhen the teropeat sends his TOice*abroad, 

Be subject to its fnry. ^ ^ 

Thu Dotijiu KuTTiaLai 

Tbb ipzii:^ was fiff adyanodfl, when, after a week spent in sport 
and festivity at Burgh ]^estraf Mor^unt Mgrtoun bade adieu to 
the family, pleading the necessity of his return to YarlshoC The 
proposal was eombated by the maidens, and more decidedly by 
Magntu bimaelf. He saw no occasion whatever for Hordaunt 
• returoing to Yarlshof. • If hk fathear draired sm him, which, 
by HR way, Magnus <hd not belipve, Mr. Mertoun hisi only to 
•throw hims^ into the stem of Reyn’s boat, or betake himself 
to ^pony, df he liked a land journey better, and he would see 
not only his sop, but twenty folk besides, who would be most 
happy to find tWt he had not lost the use of his tongue epj^irely 
during his long solitude; ** although I must own,” ^ded the 
jrorthy Udaller, “ that when he lived among us, nobody sever 
made less use of it.” * 

Mordauntf^uiesced both in what respected his fttih^^r’s taci¬ 
turnity, and^ dislike to general society, bpl suggdl^, at the 
same time, that the first oircumstanoe rffi[ideTed his own immed^te 
more.neogBsaiy, as he was the usual chaonek of communi- 
catadn betwixt&ther and others; and that the second 
corioborated the same necessity, ainfe Mr. Merfeun’s having no 
other iociety whatever, seemed a wdghty reason why hk son’s 
shoitik^fie restoreSi t6 him withoiift loss of tin^ As to hk fathei^s 
cJMniag to Bingh Weston they might as w^” he said,expect 
to see SumhiBgh Oape eome thither.” 

** Apd thatOTould be 1 cumbrous guest,” said Magnus. ** But 
Wj^ ato^ icxc our dinner to-day f There are the fi mpfiiKes of* 
l^nnesfb QwdaleL ^Iwttdivoe, and I kftow not who are «*• 
aap^ beiilss the thirty that were in jiQme ibis blessed 
nmvwoshaM leivB as many mors as chaaiber end bower, and 
voak xai. • • ^ 
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Uam and boat-house, can fiimisb with bedi. or with barley^traw, 
—and you yrill leave all this behind you 1” 

**And the blithe daneb at nighty” added Brenda^ in a tone 
betwixt reproach and vexation; the voung i&fln from the 
Mecof Paba that are to dance the 8v%rd-dance, who^i shall 
we find tojuatch them, for^the honour (^th& Maint” 

** There is man^ a merry dancer on the %aainland^ Brentta," 
replied Mordaunt, even if I should never rise on tiptoe again. 
And where good dan(j5rs are found, Brenda Troil always 
find the best partner. I must trip it to-nigbt through the Wastes 
of JJunroBsnis,” ' 

*^Do not 8%^ so, Mordaunt,” said Minna, during this 
conversation, had been looking fSan the window something 
anxiously; no^, to>day at least, thiongh the Wastes of 
Dunrossness.” v- 

‘‘And why not today, Minna,” said Mordannt, laughing, * 
“ any more than to-mofrow 1” 

“ Oh, the morning mi^t lies heavy upoh yonder chain of isles, • 
nor has iC pennitted us since day-break even a single glim^ of 
Fitful Head, the lofty cape that concludes yon splendid range of 
mountains The fowl are winging their way to th»Bhore,^d 
the s^elldiake seems, through &e mist, as large as the sc^.* 
See,d:he very sheerwaters and bonxies are m^ing to the 
for shbltes.” 

“iAnd they will j^de out a gale against a king's frl^te,” stid 
her father; “ there is foul Wbather wh«i they out and run,” 

“ Stay, then, with us,” said Minna to hef friend% “ the storm 
will be dreadM,«yet it will be grand to it from Burgh 
Westra, if we have no friend expose to its fury. See, the air 
M dose and eultiy, though the season is yet sq eUdy, and the 
day so calm, that not a wu^estraw moves on the hes^ Stay 
with US, Mordannt t the storm which these signs annoanoe wiB 
be a dreadfrd one." ^ ^ 

“ I must be gone^he sooner," was the eonc^uuon iff Mordaunt, 
who could not deny the signs, which had not escaped his own 
quick observation. * “ If the etoim be top fierce, I abide for 
theimight at Stourbiiigh.” * 

<^‘‘Whatl" said Magnets; yon leave ns fbr the new 

comorrat; vrhkh may he seen frefUently Miiiig in wild 
•haigute TooetB and tjdwi ^ZetiMOd, and yet more often drawn np talw^ 
on noma leige of rook, jjgtn a Vody of Bladk BnuwwidEma in IStl. 
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tbamberluii^ b^w Scotoh taotosnaSn, vho is to toBqh aU m 
laod BftvageB new Talce your own gate^ myriad, if that 

i» tha aoog 3^ou eing." * 

** Kay»^*wiid Mordaunt; ** X had only aome ounoaity to aee 
no^ u^ement^f has l^dughi” ^ • 

** Ay, ay, farliea nuAo fo^ &iii5 I would like to know if 
biaanew plough wil bear againat a Zetland zo«kt'’ anawered 

"X moat not paas Stouihurgh on the journey/’ aaid the 
youth, deferring to his patron’s prejutUoe aksunst innovation, 
“ if this boding weather bring on tempest; but if it only brf)(ik 
in rain, as is most probable, X am not likely to b#melted in the 
wettigg." • w • 

** It vpU not soften ipto rain alone,” saidi,Minna; ** see how 
much heavier the clouds fall every m^ent, and see these 
) weatlim'-gaws that streak the lead-^soloured mass with parti^ 
gleams of faded red and purple.” 

• X see them all,” said Mordaunt ; ** but tbgy only tell me I 
have *no time to tarry here. .A^ieu, Slinna / I will #end you 
dhe eagle’s feathers, if an eagle can be found on Fair Isle or 
Foulah. 4^ £are-thee>well, my pretty Brenda, and keep a 
thought for me, should the Paba men dapce evtir so well.” 

** Take care of yourself, since go you will,” said both sj^ters, 
together. . • 

^ Old Magnus scolded them formally for supposing ther%was 
any danger to an active young fellow from a Ih^ing g^e, whether 
by sea or li^; yet ended hy giving his own cautioii also to 
Mordaunt, advislhg him seriously to delay j;ua jo^^y, Or at 
least to stop at Stourburgh. ** F<ff,” said be, ** second thoughts 
are best j and as the Soottishman’s howf lies iigl4 under your 
ieoj wl^, talm miy port in a atorm. But do not be assur^ to 
find the dcKNT on latch, let the stonfi blow eref do hard; there 
are eufih matters aa bkts and bars in Scotland, thou(^, thanks 
to 'Bai|Ll Bonfdd^ they are unlmown here, |^ve the great lock 
on the dd Oastle of Seallow^, that all men run to see—^may 
be they make part of this man’s imprcvements. But go, Hot- 
daunts sinoe g» you wiUf You should drink a stizru|H!ap now, 
were yon years older, but boys should never drink, escep^ 
afW dinner^ I will ddnk it for yoi^ that good customs may 
iml ))e broken, or bad lti& cmne of it Heie is year bonaUyi 
mybui.^ Ami so saying, be i^uaffsd a rummer gte of btan^ 
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with as much impunity as if it had bcen^ spring water, Thua- 
regretted a^d cautioned on all hands^ Mordaunt took leave of 
the hospitable household, Wd looking l^k at the Qomforts ;with 
which it was surrounded, and the dense smoke’ that rolled 
upwards &om its chimneys, he first r^Uected riie ^aestless 
and solitary desolation of larlshof, thhn compared with the 
sullen and moody *melanehoIy of his father^ temper the wten 
kindness of those whom he was leaving, and could not leftiun 
from a sigh at the thoughts whfch forced themselves on his 
imagination. 

,The signs* of the tempest’did not dishonour the predictions 
of Minna, iftordaunt had not advanced three hours on his 
journey, before the wind, which h^ been so deadly iftill in the 
morning, began at first to wail add sigh* as bemoaniilg before¬ 
hand the evils which ft might perpetrate in Its fury, like a mad¬ 
man in the gloomy state of dejection which precedes his fit of 
violence; then gradually increasing, the gale howled, raged, and 
roared, with theri’ull fu^ of a northern •Storm. It was accom-' 
panied If/showers of rain mixed with hail, that dashed with 
the most unrelenting rage against the hills and rocks with which 
the traveller was surrounded, distracting his attention, in ^pite 
of h}^ utmost exertions, and rendering it very difficult for him 
to k®ep the direction of his journey in a county where there is 
neither road,' nor even the slightest track, to direct the steps ot 
the *wanderer, and^here he is often int^nipted by brooks as 
well as large pools of water, lakes, and lagoons. All these in¬ 
land waters were now lashed into sheets of tifipbling foam, 
much of which, parried off by the fury of tfie whirlwind, was 
mingled with the gale, and transported far firem the waves ci 
which it had lately made a part j while the ^^t y^kh of the 
drift which was pdted aga^st his face, showed that 

the spray of the more distant ocean, disturbed to firmay by fhie 
storm, vraa mingled with that of the inland lakes and siret^. 

Amidst tiii» hid?>ouB combustion of the elements, Mordam^t 
Mertoutt struggled forward as one to whom such elemaitBl war 
was familiar, and who regarded the exertions which it required 
to withstand its fiiry, but as a marie of%8oltition»snd nuuffiood, 
•Ee felt even, as Iwqjpefna usually to those who endure great 
hardsl^, that the exSrtion necessaiv to subdue them, Is Ih 
Its^ a ViTiA of ^evating triumph. To see and dlstingul^ hla 
path when tiie catfcte were driv^ from the hill, and the very 
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hxfh from Ihe firmament, was but the etronger |p)of of hia 
oim|nperioi|ty. ** They ahall not heaf of me »t Borgh Westra,*' 
said Ue to hifiunl^ ** ee th^ heard of old doited Itingaa Ewen- 
80n*8 btat) that foundlred betwixt roadstead and L am 
more of a (nagmnan than t^ mind%e or water, w%ve by sea, 
or tluagmire by laid.” Thus he struggled* on, bofibting with 
the stonn, supplying the want d the usual signs by which 
travelers direct their progiess (tot rocl^ mountain, a^ head< 
land, were shrouded in mist and darldiees), by the instinctivo 
sagacity with which long aoquaiiftaace with these wilds h|ul 
taught him to mark every minute object, which bould serve iu 
suoh #oum 6 tanc 6 B to reg^te his course. Thus, we repeat, he 
struggled onward, cupudgnally ftanding Btill,^r even lying down, 
when the gust was most impetuous; making way against it 
» when it was somewhat lulled, by a rapid and l^ld advance even 
in its very current; or, when this was impossible, by a move- 
•ment resembhng that dt a vessel worki^ to wmdward by short 
tacks, but never yielding one ^ph of the way which he had 
^ught so hard to gain. 4 

'S^t, notvithstanding Mordaunt's experience and resolution, 
his ffltua^n was sufficiently unoomfortabk, and even precoi^ous; 
not because his sailor’s jacket mid trousers, the common ^ress 
of young men through these isles when on a journey,* were 
^oroughly*wet, for that might have taken {da^ within# the 
same brief time, m any ordinary day, in thTs wat^ climate; 
but the reaj* danger was, that, notwithstanding Ibis utmost 
exertimis, he maJ&e very slow way through Jtirooki that were 
sending their waters all abroad, through morasses drowned iu 
double deluges ^of moisture, which rendered all 4^he ordinary 
parses more tium usually dangerous, and repeatedly obliged the 
travel}^ to perform a considemble Srcuit, wbieh in the usual 
case vis^ unnecessary. Thus repeatedly baffled, notwithstanding 
his yimlh and strength, Mordent, after mgintaining a dogged 
Gonfiiel with wind, run, and the fatigue of a prolong^ journey, 
was truly happy, whem npt without having been more tim 
once mistaken^ in his ifiad, he at length found himself wtihin 
edgiit ot the house d Stourburgh, or Har£ra; Ibr tiie namss* 
were iiidifieren% ^ven to the resid^ce of Mr. Triptolemus 
who wUs the dmsen missionary of^the Chamberlain 
of Orkn^ and Zetland, a speculative peisou, who designed, 
through the medium of ^ptol^us, to introduce Into fhe 



38 


wAVEKniY iT<mjLa 


ThuU of the Eomaiie^ a sjmt of imi^ovemoat, which at thaii 
early period was scarce khown to exiat iii Scotlaiui itself. 

At l^igth, and with much difficulty, Hordauuf reached the 
house of this worthy agriculturist, thd" only reffige tican the 
relentless rstorm which he &>uld hqpe tQ“ meet wi^ for seireral 
miles; and going straight to the door with the most uudoul^^iiig 
confidence of instant Emission, he was not a little surprised to 
find it not merely latched, which the weather might excuse, but 
even bolted, a thing which, as Magnus Troil already inti¬ 
mated, was almost unknown'm the Archipdago. To knock, to 
call, and finally to batter the door with staff and stones, were 
the natural resources of the youth!, who was rendered alike im¬ 
patient by the pelting of the st&rm, aied 1^ encountering such 
most unexpected and unusual obstacles to instant admission. 
As he was suffered, however, for many minutes to exhaust his 
impatience in noise and clamour, without receiving any reply, 
we will employ them in informing the ifeader who Triptolemus' 
Yellowlc^ was, and how he came by a name so singular. 

• Old Jasper Yellowley, the father of Triptolemus (though 
bom at the foot of Rosebeny Topjnng), had b^n co«m Jiy a 
certajn noble Scottish Earl, who, proving too far north for canny 
Yorwhire, had persuaded him to accept of a farm iu the Mearas, 
where, itjis unneoessary to add, he found matters very different 
from what he ha^ expected. It was in vain thaf the stoat 
farmer set manfully to work, to counterbalance, by superior skill, 
the inconveniences arising from a cold soil afid n weeping 
climate. These liight have been probably overcome; but his 
neighbourhood to the Grampians exposed him eternally to 
that spedes spf visitation from the plaided gcptr^t who dwelt 
within their skirts, which made' young l^orral a Warrior and a 
hero, but only converted Jasper YcSowley into a poor man. 
This was, indeed, balanced in some sort hr the hz||preesion 
which his ruddy ahoek and robust form had the frNrtune to 
malm upon Miss Barbara Olinksoale> daughter* of ^ umqnbile, 
and sister to the then mdstini^ OHnkscale of that Bk. 

^ This was thought a horrid and mmalbri^ unlofi in the neigh- 
^bpurhood, oonsidering that the hoasa of Cffinkscale had at leakt 
m grOi^ a share of Scotfish pride as of Seotrish mnniQouy, hhd 
ihm amply endogred with both. Bat Miss !rabie her 
handsome^ fbrtune of two thous^d marks at her own disposal, 
was a womah of had been mc^or and «ui fas 
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the writor who drew the oon^aot aesored hflr)i for ftiU brenty 
yean; so ehe set oonseijiieaoes and ixnnme&taiin *li]n at de^ 
dande^ and mdded the hearty Yorkahire yeoman* Her brother 
and bis more wealthy Idnsn^ drew off in dii^nst, and almosf 
disowxSd their degrade rdadim ^nt the bom Ohnlftcale 
wi^ allied (like e^piy othei^&mily in Seo%ad at the time) to 
a set of rations who were not so nioe-—'tenth and sixteenth 
cousin^ who not only acknowledged their kinswoman Babie 
after hs mamage with Y^owley, bvt^eren condescended to 
eat beans and bacon (though th^latter was then ihe abomina- 
tkm of the Scotch as much as of the Jews) wit^ her husband^ 
and would willingly have cemented the friendship borrowing 
a Ut&fl ^sash from him, had opt his good lady (who understood 
trap as well as asxf wolhan in the Meams*) put a uegatiTe on 
this advance to intimacy. Indeed she kdhw how to make young 
Deilbelicket, old Doug^ Baresword, the Laird of Bandybmwl, 

, and others, pay for the ho^itality which she did not think 
proper to deny them, by rendering them usefhl in her negotia- 
•tioBs with the lighthanded lads beyond the Oaim, wRo, finding 
their late object of plunder was now allied to “ kend folks, and 
owfied by* them at kirk and market," became satished, on a 
modemte yearly compomtion, to desist from their deinr^dabions. 

This eminent success reconciled Jasper to the dommio^%hich , 
^his wife began to assume over him; and which waef much con¬ 
firmed by ber proving to be—let me see—arhat Is the prdttiest 
mode of exgreasing it?—in the family way. Omthm oooasion, 
Hzs. Yello^ey had a remarkable dream, as is the^psual practice 
of teming mothers previous \o the birtl of an iUustrious 
oaring. She was a dreamed," as her husband expressed it, 
that she whs Shfely dehrered of a plough, drawn^ three yoke 
of Angus-dfire oxen; and being a mighly InKMtigator into such 
]xn|6tits^ she sat herself down with her gossips to consider 
what ^6 tiiiiig might mean* Hohest Jasper ventured, wHh 
mtn^ hesitatiG^ to intimaie his own (^yftion, that the vision 
had rdsTfSiod riuher to things past thim things friture, and 
mi^t have •been ooeamosed 1^ his wife’s nerves having been a 
little stextl^ by meeting in the loan above the house pis own 
IpnMl w^ ihe oxen, whkh were the pride of ^ 

heaii But thp gpod*emnnurf* raised such a hue and cry 

* (kMWllM. 
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' against tliis ezposi^on, that Jasper was (hin to put his finish 
in ears and to ran out(Of the apartoieal 

**Hear to him/' said an old whiganune oarlin4<^^hear to 
him, wi’ his owsen, that are as an idd tp Mm, eireii as j^he caM 
of ! Na, na—^it's n^e plough of the that the bonny 
lad-baim-«for a lad it sail be—^ e'er sl^iddle betwemi ijthe 
stilts o'—^it's the plough of the 8pirit~*>aDd I trust myseU to see 
him wag the head o’ him in a pu’pit*; or, what’s b^ter, on a 
hiU-side,” . . , 

“ Now the deil’s in your yhiggery,” said the old lady GHen- 
prosii^; “ wsj^ ye hae our cummer’s bonny lad-baim wag the 
head ^ his shoutheis like your go<Uy Mess James Guthrie,* that 
ye held such a clavering about l-xNa, na, he sail wa^ a^mmr 
diccax path, and be^h dainty curate—aid say he should live to 
be a bishop, what the Vaur wad he be 1” 

The gauntlet thus fairly flung down by one sibyl, was caught 
up by another, and the controversy between presbytery and ,, 
episcopacy raged^ roared, or rathw screamed, a round of 
cinnamon*^water serving only Kke oil to the flame, till Jae^ierc 
entered with the plough-staff; and by the awe (ff hi| presence, 
and the shame of misbehaving before the stranger man/’ im¬ 
posed /tome conditions of sflence upon the disputants. 

^ I (te not know whether it was impatience to give to the light 
a being destined to such high and doubtflil fates, oa wheth^^ 
poor Oame Yellowl^ was rather frightened at the hurly-burly 
which had taken place in her presence, but sha> was taken 
suddenly ill ] and, contrary to the formula in luch^oases used 
and provided, was ^n reported* to be “ a good deal worse than 
was to be expected.” She took the opportunity (having still all 
her wits about 4ier) to extract flrom her 8ympat^e(^ huaband two 
promises; first, that he would christen the diUd, whose Mrtli 
was like to cost her so dear, by a name indicative of the vkdon 
with which she had been favoured; and iiext,^hat heWoMd 
educate Mm for the ddnistry. The canny YorkaMreman, think¬ 
ing she had a good title at {sresent to tfictate in sush matters, 
subscribed to Ml she re(]iuh^ A maniphild was, accordingly 
boim under tiiese condiMons, but the state of the mother did not 
pdrfMt her for many days tp in(piire how fiur they had been oom^ 

Guthrie, mintsterof StMisg^uMinthwof tM 
Wreriht 1658, w* ex«ettted »t Edinm^h in 1^1, and hk hMd 
sfBXfid o«t tiw ^etherhov Burt or Oide.1 • 
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pJifld ^witk Whea va« m tl^ee oonralesceoit, she 
waa inloTmed, that as it wa« thon^t the child dkoald be 
immediateljr chastened, it had leoeived the aaiae of Triptolemos; 
the Cnia^ who vraa a v^m of some oteaeieid alcill, conceiying 
that this epitl^et eootaine^ a handsomaand olassloal sUusioa to 
the plough, |ntb its triple joke of Mis. Yel- 

lo^ej was aot much d^hted with the maoneir in which het 
request had been oomplied with j but grumbling bdng to as 
little purpose as in the celebrated case of JTiistram Shandj, she 
e’en sat down contented with the heathenish name^ and en¬ 
deavoured to counteract the effects it might produpe upon tha 
taste an^ feelings of the nominee, bj such an education as might 
put hhn aj^ve the slightest th^jught of sacks, coulters, stills, 
mould-boai^, or any thin^ connected with the servile drudgery 
qf the plough. ' 

Jasper, sage Yiurkshire man, smiled sdily in his sleeve, con- 
»3iying t]^t young Trippie was likely to prove a chip of the old 
blodr, and would rather take after the joUy Yorkshire yeoman, 
than the gentle but somewhat <)lood of the house of Clink- 
scale. He remarked with suppressed glee, that the tune which 
best aliswerej the purpose of a lullaby was the “ Ploughman’s 
Whistle,” and the first words the infant leafned to stammer viere 
the ‘names of the oxen; moreover, that the “ hem,” preferred 
hojpe-brewe<bale to Scotch twopenny, and never quitted hold of 
the tankard with so much reluctance as when there had b^n, by 
some manoeuvre of Jasper’s own device, a double stxaik of malt 
.allowed to thd brewing, above that which was aa^ti< ned by 
the most liberal recipe of which bis dame’s bous^old thrift 
admittedL Be^es this, when no other means could be fallen 
iq)on to diverf an*occasicmal fit of squalling, his fiatber observed 
iiat Top could be always silenced jingling a ^dle at his ear. 
Prom aU whidi symptoms he used to swear m private, that 
^e boy would {n^e true Yorkiriibe, and mother and mother’s 
Idn have small share of him. * 

Meanwhile, and within a year after the Inrth of Triptolemns, 
Mrs. Y^lowley Jbore a daughter, named after* herself Barbara^ 
who^ even in earliest infiu^, exhibited the pincbed nose and 
thin |ips by which the Cfiiyoseale fimyly were distinguished* 
* 001 ( 81 ^ ikid inhaMtants o^the Meants; and as her cMldhood 
advam^ the readateae wiib which idm seized, mnd tbe tenaeity 
wherewith she detained, the plwrthlngs of YziptoletitT^ besides 
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a tlofdte to bite, pixich^ and eoratdi, onnslight, or no piwo(«|^oa, 
were an* considered b^r attentive obsesTen as proofi^ tiuit 
Babjr would prove her mother over again," U^dums peofila 
did not stick to aay, that the acrimonf of the fihnkya l e blood 
Ifkd not, on this oocasioi^ been Qooi6d,and sweetened by that of 
Old England j ^that yotmg Bdlb^cket^wia mn^ abosit the 
house, and they could nc^ but think it odd, that Hra. Ydlowley, 
who, as the whole world knew, gave nothi^ for nothing, should 
be so uncommonly* attentive to heap the trencher, at^ to fill 
the caup,.of an idle blacl^guard ne*er-do>weel. But when folk 
•had once looked upon the austere and awfully virtuous counte¬ 
nance of Mra Yellowley, they did,full justice to her |^ro{aiefy 
of conduct, and Deilbelicket’s ^elioac^ of taste. ^ 

Meantime young Triptolemus, havu^ received such inslmdions 
as the Curate could give him (for though Bame Yellowk|r 
adhered to the persecuted remnant, her jolly husband, ed^ed by 
the black gown and prayer-book, still conformed to the church 
as by law established^ was, in due process of time, sent to Saint 
Andj^Vs to prosecute his studies. He went, it is true, hut 
with an eye turned back with sad remembrances his fatiier’s 
plough, his father's pancakes, and bis father's ide, for whloh the 
smnll beer of the college, commonly there termed “ thorough-go- 
nifitble,” furnished a poor substitute. Yet he advanced in his 
learning, being found, however, to show a particnlar fiivour^ to 
Bifbh authors pf Antiquity as had made the improvement of 
soil the object of their researches. He ending the Bucolics of 
YirgU—^the Georgies he had by heart-^but the .&eid he oould 
not away with f and he was particularly severe upon the cele¬ 
brated line expressing a charge of cavalry, because, as he under¬ 
stood the ybrd putmUf" he opined that the cdknbatanta, in their 
inconsiderate aklour, gahop^ over a new-mamo^ ploiil^ 
field. Cato, the Roman Censor, was hk fovwh»iax^eB^eIassk»l 
heroes and philcsiopbers, not on account of the stililMas of his 
morals, but bectfhee of hk treatke da lU He had 

ever in his mouth the phitu^ of Gic^, Jem wamiiAa mUgponet 
CaUmi. He thought well of PaQadiui, and ei XerentiuB Vairo, 
•^but Columella was hk pocdcetHxnnpaniQn, these andknt 
' Vorthies, he added ihoaOMn modem Tussm, HarUib, and,other 
writers on rural eooiiqiaks^ not forgeltliig tiie hmubtitos of 
^ Shepherd of ^allsbuiy Bain, anCsudi of the be^-lnfoimed 
* <i«ftdiiipedaSaqtte patma amifeii qantit ungola wmpsat*' 
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tbs 

S^^<»f 5aUtW preteiided^^ 

not, «id to«5fe tte 

rMdeM mtiuit ooawe of•caltiTatlOT fttJ® viioh <iie 
of good cwypi may ^^cteA; modest J^’ 

lylio %trelB»8 of t^e «se Mid downfaU of cm|rii»s, 
iii^M wi^ oointmg out the fit seaeons to reap and 
to^.t Srw«th«r *hi<* e«.h monft will be Iftdy to 
for (ttunple, that if HeaTenT)tt««»> »« 
fa J^^naiy, and the autiior wffl rtato his 
JulT woves, on the whole, a month of annshme. New, althougtt 
the^Beetornf Smut 

with theejniot, laboridnj, mdwitadious ^t of TiiptolemiM 
YeUowley, and deemed him, in so far, worthy of » nme of fm 
ayDablee having a Utin tonnination, yet he “2 

means his eatolusiTe attention to his fhvounte authora. It 
savotmed of the earth, he said, if not of aometh^ wo^ to haw 
a man’s mind always grovelling m 

efercorated; and he pointed out, faft m vam, histoiy, ^P<mtry, 
and divinity as more elevating subjects of ooou^on. 
tolemm YeUowley wae obetinate in his ^ 
battle of Phsrsdia, he thought not as 

the world hot dwelt on the rich crop which the Bmathim JHds 
one IMy to produce the next season. In vemaddsl poe^, 
Triptolemns could scaroe he prevailed nponeto read a e^e 
c^let oxoepitog <dd Tnseer, ae aforeaeid, whoaa Hu^ed 
Sto ’of he had ^t *>1 hoort; art 6*^^ 

sto Piere Plonghmen’e Vielon. wh^ L ite 

he bought with avidity from a packmen, bat aft® r^^ tM 
two firet PMOS, Sung it into the &» ae an impud&t and n^ 
polS lihd. Ae to divrtiy, be 
,np Iw iwinding hm instmcton, thirt to labour the ^h “«l 

‘X file W wrth the tofl of to body and rf h» 

was Ihe lot imposed upon foUen J 

he was wBolvoa to (Usoharge, to the beet of ^ 

so ohviooriy necessary «• exhtaioe, leaving othm 

ae mmdi as they would upon the more reemdito myeteriei of 

^*W^ertWt»»®*^****®*®^*’“* litol fej 

■of rural Bfe, it nay he 

totomua ia or the u» tie wae like to make of fua acout- 
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dtions, would have mudi gratified the ambitious hope of his 
afiectiontffce mother. It is true, he expressed m relaotanoe to 
embrace the profession of a deigyman, which suiied wdl enough 
with the habitual personal indolence which sometimtp* attaches 
to speculative dispositioiK He had idews, to speak plainfy (I 
wish th^y were peculiar to himsdf), of cn'IdvaUag the gMk sh 
days in the week, preaching on the seventh with doe 
regality, and dining with son^e fat franklin or country laird, 
with whom he eould smoke a pipe and drink a tankard after 
dinner, and mix in secret conference on the exhaustless subject, 


Now, this plan, Insides that it indicated nothing of what' 
then called the rwt of the matter, implied necessarily the pos¬ 
session of a manse; "and the possession of a mimse inferred com« 
pliance with the doctrines of prelacy, and other enormities of the 
time. There was some question how far mtmse and glebe, 
stipend, both Tactual And money, might have outbalanced the 
good laiiy's predisposition totvards Presbyteiy; but her seal was 
not put to BO severe a trial. She died before her |on ha^ com¬ 
pleted his studies, leaving her aifiicted spouse just as dkeonsdate 
os was to be expected. The first act of old Jasper’s undivided 
adfhjnistration was to recall his son from Saint Andrews, in order 
to obtaih his assistance in his domestic labours. dLnd here «it 
mi^ht have beenempposed that our Triptolemus, summoned to 
carry into practice what he had so fondly studied in theory, 
must have been, to use a simile which he wdUld ^ave thought 
lively, like a coi^ entering upon a clover park. Alas, mistaken 
thoughts, and deceitful hopes of mankind! ^ 

A laughifig phDosopher, the Democritus of W 4ay, once, in 
a moral lecture, compared* human life to a taHe pier^ wi^ a 
number of holes, each of which has a pin made exactly to fit it, 
but which pins being stuck in hastily, and %ithout ftelection, 
chance leads inevitably to the most awl^ard mistakes. “ For, 
how often do w© the orator pathetically eonduded,—“ how 

eften, I say, do we see the round mansstuck into the dnee-eor- 
nered hole 1” This new illustration of the vagaike of finrtune 
iSdt every one present into convulsmns of laughter, ezoep^g oud 
fiit alderman, who seemed to make thdease bk own, and itu^Bted 
that it was no jointing matter. To take up ^le dn^e, however, 
whi^ is an erc^enl one, it is plhiu that Triptdemus TeSowIey 



mst f uum 4^ 

« » 

* 

iiad been ebtlw out nf the bag at leaat a hundred yearo too 
aoon*^ If 1 m lubdeoimeontheirtiigeinonrowntime, that is, if he 
had do^rulied any time vith^ these tidriy or forty^eais, he 
could sot J^emiss^ to have held the effioe of vice-president 
i)i some efsinent agricultand society, and to have tran^ted all 
the busiiieBS thereof under the aus^css of some noble duke or 
lord, nrho, as the matlor might^biqpipen, either knew, or'did not 
know, the didhrenoe betwm a horse and a cart, and a cart-horse. 
’He could not have mwsed such, preferment, for he was exceed¬ 
ingly learned in all those particulars, whkh*, being of no conse¬ 
quence in actual practice, go, of ooursi, a great way to institute 
^e character of a connoisseur in any art, but especially iu* 
agricult^ JBut, alas ! TriptoUmns Yellowley had, as we already 
have hinted, come into the world at least a ceutuiw too soon; 
&r, instead of sitting in an arm-chair, with 4 hammer in his 
hai^ and a bumper of port before him, girng forth the toast, 
—To breeding, in all its brandiies,’' hU father phmted him 
betwixt the stilts of a plough, and invited him to guide tho 
oxen, on whose beauties he would, in oui*day, have descanted, 
and whose rumps he would not hai^ goaded, but have Wved. 
Old Jasper cc^jdained, that although no one talked so well of 
comm^ and'several, wheat and rape, fallow and lea, as his 
learned son (whom he always called Tolimus), yet, “ dang it,’' 
added the ^eca, “ nought thrives wi' un—^nought thrive^ltfi’ 
unj” It was sti^ worse, when Jasper, becoming frHil and 
ancient, was obbged, as happened in the course of a few yeale, 
gradually to yield up the reins of government to the#cademical 
neophyte. * * \ 

Aa if Nature had meant him a i^ite, he had got one of tho 
dfivmi and most intractable farms in the Hearns, to try oonclu- 
momi withal, *a Pace which'seemed to yield evelything but 
what the agriculturist wanted; for there were plenty of 
^thktiep, which indicates dry land; and store of fnn, which is 
said to ihtiiiiate Meep land; and nettles, which show where 
lime hath been ai^died; and deep fiurows in the .most unlikely 
spots, which intimated th^ it had been cultivated in former 
d^ by the Peghts, as papular tradition bore. There was also 
enough of stones to ke^ the ground warn, according to the 
eteed of some toners, and great abandanoe of springs to render* 
It eoql and sa|ipy, acoordb| to the tl^ry of others. It was in 
vain tiu^ acti^ idtemaaeV on these opinions, poor Tript(demue 
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endeavoured to avail himself of the 0 i]^|k)Bed cap«^biUties of the 
soil No kind of butter that mi^t c^uiiited eonid 
to stiidctupon his ovm bread, my more than on that of poor 
Tusser, whose Hundred Points of Good Husbandry,* so usebil to 
others of his day, were never to himself wor^ as man^ pennies, t 
^ In fact, excepting ant^himdred acres of mfield, to whioh <dd 
Jasper had early; seen the necessity of liTWttiog his laboumpthere 
was not a comer of the farm fit for anything but to break 
plongh-graith, and kill cattle. ^And then, as fi>r the part which 
was really tilled with some profit, the expense of fuming 
establishment of Triptoleintts, and his disposition to experiment, 
*'8oon got ijd of any good arising from the Gultiyati(m of it 
The carles and the oart-aven^” he confessed, srit)^ a si^ 
speaking of his fum-servants snd horses, ** make it ^ and die 
carles and cart>&Vers eat it all;” I eonelusion wmch might 
sum up the year>bobk of many a gentleman-frrmer. n 

Matters would have soon been brought to a dose with Tripto- 
lemus in the present day. He would have got a bank-or^t, 
manoeuvred with wind bills, dashed >out upon a large sotde, and 
soon hhve seen his crop add stodc sequestered by the Sheriff; 
but in those days a man could not ruin himself so easily. The 
whole Scottish tenantry stood upon the same level nat of phverty, 
so dhat it was extrediely difBoult to find any vantage ground, by 
clfr^bing up to which a man mi^t have an opportunity 
actually breaking his neck with some 4olat. The^ were pr^ty 
ufuch in the situation of people, who, being totally without 
credit, may indeed suffer from indigence, bat«cannot posedbly 
become bankrupt. Besides, notwithstanding \he fiiilure of 
Tiiptolemus's pfojects, there were to be bdanced against the eX' 
penditure which they occasioned, all the savings which the ex¬ 
treme ecodbmy of his sistu Barbara could eflbet*; and in truth 
her exerSons were wondcrfid. She mi^t Imve refused, if my 
one could, the idea of the learned philoacmher, who pronounced 

that aleeplBg was a fancy, and eating but^ luddV 

% 

* [The tltls 6f this work, published 1657, was sfterwaidi changed ts 
^Five Hundred Points of Husbandly,** sUd passed through isaay 
•ditloiis.] a ^ 

yioa admitted bjr the Bxudifit*s|Uisidturl8t ><-* 

" ^‘IfyaBialesiBeehirbemfMldeusii* 

* girtaagMwmtaomsaieais^ 

The laUiiuA greet, tin pain Oaouii^ 
tnMto tu6 siBg a»0Utii^i«BS>’* 



it 

If 

a0)eare4 to tSa Woild to totve restoanoed both, until it was tu»* 
b«Mgr diaooTero^ that ha had aa mtrigtta wi^ the eook-aiald 
of toe liuniif, ^ho indemnified him tor bu privattes by giving 
him pdvalte to toe pantry, and to a ahate oTher own 
eotteh. %it no aoeh dacapltoiia wwe practised by Baibam 
Yeltowisy^ She was up nady, and dofim late, and semned, io 
her ovui-watcbed, anda^m'’tad&d nuddmis, to be as wtjmift as 
the eat henidf Tbmi, tor eatang, it a|^>eared that the sir was 
a banquet to her, and ahe w^ild have made it so to her 
zetiim Her brotoer, who, besides being lasyin his person, 
was somewhat hixurious in his appetite, would willingly now 
and then have tasted a mouthful of animal food, were it but to * 
know ho^ his she^ were fed off; but a proposal to eat achild 
coidd not Igive staxtled Mijtiiesa Barbara mor^: and, being of a 
compliant and easy dispomlion, Triptolemns^ i^nctled h^sdf 
to toe neoessily of a perpetual Lent, too happy when he could 
get a scrap of batter to his oaten cake, or (as they lived on the 
banks of toe £ak) escape toe daily necessity of ^ting salmon, 
whether in or out of season, six days out df the seven. 

fiut alth^h Hrs. Barbara biod|fht faithtolly to the joint 
8to(dc all saving which her awful powers of economy accomplished 
to scn^ togetoer, and although the dower ^of their mother was 
by degrees expended, or nearly so, in aiding thmn upon extietoe 
occasions, the term at length approached when it seemed impo^ 
sil^ that tosy could sustain the ccmflict any Imxger agafiist t^e 
evil star of ^ptclemus, as he nailed It himseV, or ^ natural 
result of his abmtd speculationB, as it was termed hf ^^thern. 
Luckily at toiB*Bad%ii^ a god jumped down to toeir out 
of a matoine. In plain l^o^ish, toe noble who owned 
tofiirtorm, arrived at his mansion-house in their neighbourhood, 
with his noao^ add six and his running Ibotinen, m toe toll 
splendour of toe seventeenth century. * • 

^ Wb person of quality was toe son of toe nobleman who had 
lsfoa|^t\lto ancient Jasper into the eoantiy ficm Yorkshire, and 

he was, like Ms tother, a toncitol and sehemuig*man.* He had 

* 

* At ttopeiiodiniposad, the Itoi of Hcttkai held tbs Islaedi of Orkney 
and Zetland, oii^ai^y gmiteiitoi ItiS, o(»tfiiraed ia 1707, ind nodared 
ehaolate ia 17w. OnUa gate the fsaiimy’ ajack property aad iidj aa no e, 
wktto aaoaXly exeiaimd ty fsetova, aavatLckamberUdna. la 1706 * 
Ctdepiepe^wasaoldbyitolb^Llbrlt^ VortoatoSir Lawmee Buadaa, 
lywAoiesoe, t(H!dI)an^4tb riboans LordDiuida^ of Anka 

ia T«rkildi<^ waa creslad&tl i>f Zetland ia ^ 
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flchemed weU for hiios^iowover, mM t^e of the 

tixoe, haying obtained, for a certain period of xeare, the ajitdni*' 
traticm bf the remote islanda of Orkney end Zetland, ptty- 
ment of a certain rent, with the right of nuddog the most cS 
whateyer was the property or reyeirae of ^ crov^ in llieee 
districts, under the titl^ of Lord Ohamberlalau lilow, hie lord' 
ship had becoire possessed wi^ a notion, in itsdif a ve^y true 
one, that much might be done to render this grant avaUahle, 
by improving the ^ture of t)ie crown lands, l^b in Orkney 
and Zetland; and then, having some acquaintance with our 
fiiend Triptolemus, he thought (rather less hajiply) that he 
^ might pro -e a person capable of furthering his schemeiL He 
sent for him to the great HalMiouse, and was so edified 
by the way in w.hich our friK-d laid down the law. upon every 
given subject relat^ to rural economy, that he lost no time in 
securing the co-operation of so valuable an assistant, the fint 
step being to release him from his present unprofitable farm. 

The terms^^were arranged much to the mind of Triptol^cnus, 
who already beeh taught, by many years' expmience, a dark 
sort of notion, that without undervaluing or doubting fc/ a 
moment his own skill, it would be quite as well that almost all 
the trouble and risk should be at the exp^ise of his enlploy^. 
Indeed, the hopes of advantage which he held out to his patron 
were so considerable, that the Lord Ohamberlain dropped eveiy 
i^ea of admitting his dependant into any share of the expected 
profits; for, rude as the arts of agriculture were in Scothind, 
they were for superior to those known and prcctised in the re¬ 
gions of Thule, and Triptolemus Yellowl^ tonoeived himself to 
be possessed of*a d^ee of insight into these mysteries, fiir supe¬ 
rior to w^at was possessed or practised even in the Meama. 
The improvement, therefore, which was to Be expected, would 
bear a double proportion,' and the Lord C&ambexlain wu to reap 
aU the profit, deducting a handsome takry for has steward 
Yellowley, toother witb the accommodatifin of a ^ouse and 
domestic form, hr the aui^rt of his fomily. Joy seized the 
heart oi Mistress Barbara, at bearing this hapj^ tenninatioD 
gf what threatened to be so yezy bud an affirir as their lease 
of Oauldacres. 

If we cannot,** aha said, **protid® for onr own house, wh^ 
fU ]is comi^ in, and laihmg g(0ig ont^ surely we must be 
woise than infideLi!” 



49 


• * 

wa9 a bui^ mm. fbr «»nQ haffiog and poS* 

iBg, «od eaiiag and dii&kiiig i& ettty cha&^oofle^ ‘while he 
erdtrod imd oq^ectod tegetto |>roper of a^rieoltuie, 

to be need ^ fbe natiTes of theee devotkl hdands, whose deeti- 
oiee weidlm^iaeed with flue foniiidahle ehaege. Siagiile^ tqple 
ttoe ^refold eeem, if present^ a modem i^(mltaial 
Boddl^l bat eveiytbfog is felative, aor ooald the heavy osrt* 
load timber, called &e old Boots plough^ seoai less ^trange 
to a Soottidi burner of tide poesont day, thw the corselets and 
casquiea of the soldieni of Oortas mlghf seem to a regimeiit of 
our own anny» Yet the latter dtoquered Mexioa, and un¬ 
doubtedly the fotmer would have been a splepdid ftaprovemenC 
on the ntatef of agrioulture in Thule. 

We hawe nevw been ahJe to'lftam why Trijjtolemus prefened 
fidng his residence in Zetland to becoming^an inhabitant of the 
Orkneys. Perhaps he thought the inhabitants of the latter 
Amhipelago the more simple and docile of the two kindred 
tribes; or perhaps he preferred the situation of the house and 
farm he himself was to occupy (‘jfhichVas indeed a tplerable 
ofie), as preferable to that whi^ he had it in his power to have 
obtained upon Pomona (so the main island of the Orkneys is 
entitled). At Hmfica, or, as it was sometimes called, Stour- 
burgh, from the remains of a Pictish fort, which was ah|Dst 
dose to the mansion-house, the factor settled himself in the 
ptenitude oPhis mithority; determined to honour the nom&he 
bore by his ex^ions, in precept and example, dviliie the Zet- 
laadera, and ^prove their very confined knowledge in the 
primary arts oi hi&oan life. 


CHAPTER FIFTH. 

• , 

The wind blew keen free north and east . 

It blew npm the floor, 

Oao* our soodmen lo onr goodwife, 

**Oet up and b«r tile door/' , 

** My hsad ii tp my tmneewiflMkep,. 

. OoodmiD, M ye may see i 
If it dtovidna be barred this hrmdrad yearn, 

IVe no be barred for me 

• OwBamk 

Wn can chly hope that the gentle reader has not Ibnnd the 
latter part of the hut chaptea extremely tedioui; but, at any 
woi.. xnn It 
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rate, hia ImpatLeuce will scarce eqital tibob of jrouBg HcHrdaiiixit 
Me^un, vho, while the lightning came flash after fladii white 
the vdndf veering and lifting firom poiiit to point, htew 
all the fury of a hurricane, and while the fafc*wa« dashed 
against him in deluges, stood hammering, calling, aii£ locudng 
at the dgor of the old Place at Harfra, hnpatieidi iat admittance, 
and at a loss to conceive any position of eMsting tnmunstdhoes, 
which could occasion the exchision of a stranger, eipedi^y 
during such horrible weather. At lemgth, finding hte noise and 
vociferation werC equally in vain, he fell back eo fer firom the 
&ont of the house, as was flOcessary to enable him to reconnoitre 
the chimneyts; and amidst storm and shade,” could discover, 
to the increase of his dismay, thi^f though nocm, thefl the dinner 
hour of these isljuids, was noW nearly airive^ there was no 
smoke proceeding from the tunnels of the vents to give any 
note of preparation within. * 

Mordaunt’s wrathful impatience was now changed into em¬ 
pathy and alarm, for, so long accustomed to the exuberant 
hospitality of the Zetland islands, he was immediately induced to 
suppose some strange and unaccountable disaster had befallen tfio 
family; and forthwith set himself to discovOT some at ^hich 
he could inidce foroibte entiy, in order to ascertain the situatiou 
of inmates, as much as to obtain shelter from the still increas- 
mg »ton;i. His present anxiety was, however, as much thrown 
aw^y as his late olainorous importunities for admittafloe had been. 
Triptolemus and his sister had heard the whole alarm without, 
and had already had a sharp dispute on the proplJtety of opening 
the door. ^ 

Mrs. Baby, as we have described her, was no willing renderer 
of the rites pf hospitality. In their farm of Qiuldacres, in the 
Meams, she had b^ the dread and abhorrence of all gaberlunzie 
men, and travelling packihen, gipsies, loig remembers beggescs, 
and so forth, nor was there one of Hiem so wQy, as used to 
boast, as could evpr say they had heard the cu^ of her sneck. 
In Zetland, where the new setUere were yet stnugera to the 
extreme honraty and simplicity of all idastw, suspicimi and tear 
joined with ficugality in her deaire fib exclude* aB wande^ 
. guests of unoertain character; and the second of these motives 
bad its effect on friptolemus himsel^^who, though neither eo^ 
cljputa nor penurious, knew good peQ|de wme sciwroe, good fiumers 

scarcer, and had ^a reasoni^e share of that wisdom wbkli looks 

' ' 
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wlf-iBeMrration a» lih* flirt hv rf njtow 
sAj aenre »• » oommontair on to folfewiiig diilogn* whioh took 

ijaiirie Iwtwtrt ib« l>rot3ier . * a. 

^^^<Wv;1sbod be gnttions to iw,” said Tript<dfflnti8, M no 
tbtniWiig bfe sdioolrcopjr Vligil, “ her© k 4 pure djty for 
thfl bSTBoed Ii-opoka th© wise 
<3S«—and then 4c grosnw of the 

resoundinff ahores—but where*fl the woods, Baby ! teU mo, I 
say, where we rimll find thd nmumtui rmmtmr, sister Baby, m 

these nev seats of ours!” , . , , - 

« What^B your foolish will!” said Baby, popping her head 
out of a recess in the Jdtehen, where she was busy abou 

some^wmelesa deed of houBeiJ^ery. 

Her brother, who bid addreawd himself to her , more from 
haHt ^an intention, no sooner saw her hieak red nose, keen pey 
was, wilb the sharp features thereunto conformii^, shaded y 
the flaps of the loose toy which depended on each side of her 
• eager 1^, than he bethought himself d)hat hii query was likely 
^ to find little acceptation from h«r, and therefore stoc^ another 

volley before he would resume the topic. . , 

say •Mr. Yellowley,” said sister Baby, coming into the 

middle of We room, “what for are ye cfying on me, and jae m 

the midst (rf my housewife^kep!” • < 

“Nay, for nothing at aU, Baby,” answered '^pWlemus, 
saving 4at I was saying to myself, that we had the 
and the wind, and the rain, suflacient enough, W where s the 
wood! whese’a the wood, Baby, answer me that! v 

“ The wood!” answered Baby— “Were I»to take better care 
of the wood than you, brother, there would soon be no more wood 
about the toww than the barber’s block that’s on j^ur shoul¬ 
ders. Triptolemus. If ye be thinkii« of the wreck-wc^ that the 
cfOlfinto brought in yesterday, there was six oimces of it g^ to 
. thi. 

waajjaYewiwaiuoiiiuJuwoB^** -r---- -- 

t bftti ivaste lwi1h*ind,tiili mad fuel iu the amne mommg. 

•‘That A to 8»y, Bto," Triptoletom, who wmi loiBe- 

vbat of » drf jtoi toto iray, “ tot when we have file we^ 
not to have food, and when we havefi(jd we are not to have^ 
ton hifow too great hJ«ping« to ^ “y; 

Good tock, you do not pH^iomwe ^d 
j^mve with hung^ vmoo eordupehi But, te tdl you ^e trutn, i 
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coiild never avaj with raw oatmeal, idodcaaed with water, in aQ 
mjr life. Gall it dnuninoq]c or crowdie, or jnit what liit, lotf 
vivera nmat thole fire and water.” f 

“ The mair gowk you,” said Bahy; ‘*jan ye Boi loa^ yoor 
brose on the Sunday, and srp them ei^d on the Monday, 1^06 
ye’re sae dainty ? Mony is the fairer than youn )kaa 
licked the lip after rach a oogfti'.” 

“ Mercy on us, sister I” said Triptolemus; “ at &is it *8 
a finished fidd wiih ms—rl must m^oke the pleugh, and lie down 
to wait for t^e deadthraw. Here is that in this house wad h(dd 
alltZetland in paeal for a twefiremonth, and ye grudge a cogfh' of 
warm parritch to me that has sic a /^^harge 1 ” ^ 

” Whist—hold your siUy dav|ring tongue,” said Baby,•look¬ 
ing round with appcbhension—ye are & wise man to Ipeak of 
what is in the house, 'und a fitting man to hare the charge of 
it.—Hark, as I lire by bread I bear a tapping at the outer 
yett!” ^ 

Go and open^lt thenj Baby,” said her brother, glad‘ at any¬ 
thing that promised to interrupt the dispute. , 

'‘Go and open it, said he I” echoed Baby, half angry, half 
fnghtened, and half triumphant at the superiority oPher under- 
standipg over that of h€r brother^—" Go and open It said you, 
indeed i—is it to lend robbers a chance to take all that is in riie 
house t* c 

“ Robbers *" eoh^ Triptolemus, in his turn; **theire are ncf 
more robbers in this country than there are lamb^ at Yule. I 
tell you, as I ^ave told you an hundred times, there ere no High- 
landmen to hany i£i here. This is a land of quiet and honesty. 

0 fwtunaH fwmmm 1 ” 

And whalf good is Saint Rinian todoye, Tedemukt^^said his 
sister, mistaking the quotation for a Oatittolic invoearion. Be¬ 
sides, if there be no Highlandmen, there may be as bad. I 
saw sax or seven as ill-looking diields gang <fwit tbs Place 
yesterday, as ever came firae he]^t Qoehna-bm; illdh'red tools 
they had In their hands, whaaUng knivei tb^ ea^ed Hiem, but 
they looked as like* dirks and whingem^ aa bit iini can lo(dc 
like anither. There is mm honest men eaany siooidi toedt.” 

' 'Here the knocking and shouts of Moidaunt wore vecy audible 
betwixt every sweB of me borrilde Hast wbiHi was osmediiig 
witbout The broitber and deter looked at each <dber in iw 
perplezify and fear. ‘" If th^ have beard of the s^er,” said 
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vary iwte terror fecaia ^ to ^ 

A f* _ A «4_ iM 


sle 


now, when th^ itould hcdd 

go «* if you wore ^pping fin n»»-i«d 

**^B«ilw wept to the window, end wported that Ae aew on^ 

“ (^TwS oUoi^ dlattering and iwuw ai gm 1“ 

^ i^theie night be out rf eight, she oould not ea^ 

»„^MTuch inn<-ding the ^ 

Si>%om6 poor fdlow cateh^d in the 

*of Oitf iwf, and a little re&eshment. Open the door, Baby, it s 

“ ^‘‘^^uToWstian deed of him to come in at the w^ow 
♦Kum i" ni«a;i Babv settinje up a most ^olefhl shriek, as Mordant 

tlT^h^SdCf 0 ^ wu. o?th. windowe, 
KTapertment, dripping with wate 1^ a ^ 
tdlAmoa th ereat tribulation, ifl*e6onted the gun which he baa 
not yet loaded, while the intruder exchumo^ 
the devil mean you by keeping your doora bolted in wea^r like 
^ SL ^Htog your gTltW-e head, ee yon w«U at < 

"*^nd who are you, friend, and what ^t w 1” ««id Trip- 

to uK to 1-utt of’ hi. gun to the » he .poke, 

Mordaunt; “‘iw^ev^- 
I want meavarink. and fire, a bed for the ^bt, and a rixelhe 
for tomorraw morning, to cany ^e to YaitoM 

« And Te amd ibare were nae caterana of sooiers here i saia 

Bebnsto riie«agricultumt reproachfully. 

loon^ Iiochaher tell his nW his eii^ 
STiC,^ ftiena," to added, addruii^ ^ to 
S^^t upjpur pipee and gang 

tonte of W Lordriiifi &ctor, end no place of remt for 

" in her toe at Ihe rimidieay of to req^ 

"IiMtn hnatWelle,’' h» waa, “and in * tM^wt m thu 1 

Wlto take you me for t—HigeiBiet c* a iuart do yi» think 1 am, 
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that your (^ping your bands and akirliug at me like a iaad» 
woman should drive roe £rom the shelter into the storm V' 

** And so you propose, y6ung man,” said Triptolem^ grev^y, 
“ to stay in my house, volmt noiens—-that j|s, wheriier’iro will W 

no r . „ ‘ 

“ Will}” said Mordaunt; what» right' have you to will a^> 
thing about it ? Db you not hear the thuiAler % Do yon not 
hear the rain? Do you not see the ligh^tingl And do you 
not know this is the pnly house within I wot not how many 
miles ? Come, my good master and dame, this may he Seottish 
jesting, but it sounds strangd in Zetland ears. You have let 
out* the fire, tdo, and my teeth are dancing a jig in my head 
with ftold j but ril soon put that to rights.” 

He seized the fine?,tongs, raked ‘together the embers titxm the^ 
hearth, broke up into lije the gathering peat, which the hostess 
had calculated should have preserved the se^ of fire, without 
giving them forth, for many hours ; then casting his eye round, 
saw in a comer tire stocl^ of drift-wood, which Misti^ Baby 
had served forth by ounces, and«,transferred two or three 
it at once to the hearth, whi^, conscious of such unwonted 
supply, began to transmit to the chimney such a sme^e as bad 
not issued from the Place of Harfra for many a day. 

Whife their uninvited guest was thus making himself at home, 
*Baby kept edging and jogging the factor to turn out the^intnider. 
But fgr this undertaking, Triptolemus YeUowlor felt neitiim' 
courage nor zeal, nOr'^did circumstances seem at al^ to warrant 
the fiivourable conclusion of any fray into which ho might enter 
with the young stra^iger. The sinewy limbs and graceful tma 
of Mordaunt Mertoun were seen to great advantage in his simple 
sea^ress; and with his dark spariding eye, finelytformed head, 
animated features, close curle^dark hair, and bold free lo^ the 
stranger formed a very strong coiltrast with the host on whom 
he had intruded himself. Triptfdemus Was a ihort, <diimi^, 
duck-legged disciple Ceres, whose bottle-nose, turned and 
hondsomdy coppered at the eztrenuty, seemed to inrimate some¬ 
thing of an occasional treaty with It was li^ to be 

no aqui^ meOay betwixt persons of suen unequal form and 
str^agth; and the difrerence betwixt twenty and fifry years was 
nothbig in favour of the w^er party. $Qid4es^ the frMstOI^Ns 
an hmmst good-nature^ frUow bottom, and bei^ ^^omi satiraed 
that his guest had no other views th^ those of obtainii^ refuge 
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from m w»dd» daiqiStie ife htm 

beea Mi liiri^tcfc to toy a bim to mjooalWo to nyxas^ to 

a yoto^^itoa txlwrior to «b 

botr hi oOTild moat jaswtoly ^ 
chara^rfto hotpitaljlo landlord, out of that of 
deftoer of hit domtoo oastle Bgtot m tmaa^nto »^io^ 
when Balqr* haa ttood appalled at the ^treme famiharjy 
(d the itJraa^B addrew and demeanour, now spoke up for 

“My faotti. l«d," laid >he to Mordaant, "y* are no blato, to 
lieht m at tiat lata, and the beet of wood, too— of yow 
.WwT peata, tait good <uk tgnber, nae lew maun serre ^! 

>y it, daipe," «aid Mradsunt, oareleeaty; 

•< and yott'abonld not grudge the fire what tB» «ea givee yon fe 

noaiM. These good riba of oak did thoiwtaatdu^ upon ea^ 

and 00^, when they could hold no longer together under the 

braye hearts that mumed tiie bark." _ 

“ Jtnd that’s true, too," aaid the old wMUan, iftftening— this 
«aan be awaome weather by sea. •Sit down and warm ye, since 

the sticks are a4ow.” 

“Ay, ay,'•said Triptolemua, “it is a plearore to^ Mown 
a bonny bleeie. I hayena seen the like bt since I left Ognld- 

“And .hft iiT^ see the like o’t again in a hurry," said ^by, 
“WesB the house take fire, or there suld be % coal-heugh fcsmd 

“ And whefSoi© should not there he a coal-heu^^ound out 1” 
said the feotor triumphantly^—** I say, whereiore imould n^ a 
coal-heugh be found out in Zetland as weU as m Fife, now ttot 
the Ohamheflaia has a &r>«ghted to dis^t 
gpot to the neoeBsary perquisitipnsl Tl^ are bsith fish- 

stations, X trow 1” , .. 

• “1 tdl yon what It is, Trdemns Tellowley, answered bra 

sister, who had prac^ reasona to fear h* brothar’a 
npcHi awfelsesoent, “if yon jacmisemy saemony ^ 
b^iaaies.we’ll no 1^ wed hafted hare Wot® ^ S 

oat and set a-1aot«ng ae*n » »“ r* *" 

a gold Ddae, I ken wnd wha wnd prondfe he suld TOTlngW 

why snia 1^1" sdd JHptolein»:- jwu 

does iw9t know there is a land in Orkney e w i M - Opbir, or 
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something Tusy like it; and wherafora might not StdeouHL th0 
wise of the Jen% have sent Mi sh^^ ma his 

eemats for foiir hondnd etftl ilfty tatemt lltrow he knew 
best where to go or send^ and 1 ho]^ json 
Baby I" 

Baby was silem^ hy aa appeal to Sotetaie^ however d 
propotf and only miswered by an artionlate Atimpk of inerechiliiy 
or Boom, while her brother went on address^ Mordaont.— 
** Yes, you shall ell of you see wh&t a change shall odn introduce, 
even into li^ch an unpropi^pus country aa yours. Ye have not 
heard of comer, I warrant, or of iron-stone, in these islands, 
neither i” Mordaunt said he hiid beard there was popper near 
the OlifQi of Konigshurgh. ** Ay, and a copper scum is fnind on 
the Loch of Swans.* too, young man. *‘Bat the young&t of you, 
doubtless, thinks himself a match for such as I am.^' , 

Baby, who during all this while had been closely and accurately 
reconnoitiing the youth’s person, now interposed in a manner by 
ner brother to^y unexpected ''Ye had nudr need, Mr. 
YellowlCy, to give the young man some dry clothes, and to se^ 
about getting something for him to eat, than to sit there bleeiing 
away with your lang tales, as if the weather wei^ not Windy 
enei^ without your help; and maybe the lad would drink some 
blai^f or siolike, if ye had the grace to ask him.” 

WhilefTriptolemus looked astonished at such a pioposal, co|^ 
aidering the quai;|ter it came from, Mordaunt answered, "he 
should be veiy glad to have dry clothes, but begged to be ox 
Qused from drinking until he had eaten somevdmt.^ 

Triptolemus adsmdingly conducted him into another apart- 
nmt, and accommodating him with a change of dress, Is^ him 
to his amngaments, while he himself returned to*the kxtdm, 
much puisded to account f(F his sister’s ununml fit of hoiqpitaBly. 
" She must be fey,” * he said, " and in that caps has not long to 
live, and I fidl heir to her tocher-good, X am ftony fiw 

it; for she has hdi the hoase^gear w^ togette*^Mlimwii the 
gii^over^ght'it maybenowa^ then, but the saddle sits the 
better.” ^ 

''^'When Ttipt(fiemu8 xetumod to the kit^mi,*^he found hlB 
• • 

* Wh«n a psaon chsngtl his condition^ntddsaiy, m whsna ndssr W 
fOiMS lihexAl, or a ohtorl good^lnUqciired, ho It said, in Soodch,' to 

ia« prodMtmed to tOMeAj deafly Of whicb auiOh uttttatiioiui of humour 
Otanotitod M a nua inmoatiou. 


c 
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ecnttowd) fbf Mudutorwatiii tbo dsiiwrtijto «c^ of 
OOQligQBIf W Uio ^ « Silked gOCSO, ^^2^ of 

eioiio tt 0 ^ hint imog in l£d iaige diimeofi multoriiig to 
hOnwi^ time,<r‘** It maim it oatoii mme or iQrike^ and 

thia ni daterf^^said Tr^9>t<daam8. Yaa imve 
on die girdie and the pot at anoe. What daj ta dua iri* 3^00 f” 
** Wm aii( 0 i a dayman die Israditee had beidde die fleah-pota 
of Sgjpt, blilie Td^emoa: hbt 70 hide ken wha ye hare in 
your boose thia blei^ day ” ^ 

I Troth and Htde do I ken/' said Triptolemna^ *'as little as* 

II would ken.die naig 1 nem qav’ belbfre. I would take the lad 

'for a ya^er/ but he has rather Qwer gtxMl havings, and has no 
pa/dt” • • % 

, ** Ye ken aa little aa ane of your am bite of nowt, man,'’ 
retorted sister Baby; “ if ye ken na him, do ye ken Tron^ 
Ibronadanghterf' 

“TrondaDionadaughter 1” echoed Triptolemua*-*' how ahould 
I tbut ken her, when I pay her twed pennies Scots by tbo day, 
fcHT worldsg in the home here 1 I trow ehe worka aa if the 
thingif bumef her dngara. 1 had better give a Scots laaan groat 
of l&gliah BiUer.” * ,, 

** And that's the maiat sejoaible word ye have said thia blemed 
mmning.-^MTod, but Tionda kens diis lad weel, and sdie* haa 
ofum spoke to me about him. They call hia^father the Slant 
Man of Smnbtmi^ and they say he's uncanny.” 

'^'Hout, hoilt<’'*«onsen 8 e, nonaense^^they are aye i|t do trash 
as that," said the brother, ** when you want aa day's work out 
of them^hey have stepped ower the tangs, or they have met 
as uneaimy bhdy* or th^ have turned about the boat against 
the son, and then there's nought to be done that day." 

“ W^ weel, toodieE, ye are ao wise,” said Baby, “ because 
^e Snipped Lat^at Saint Andz^; and can your 1^ tell me, 
tbei^'What the lad baa immd fabi hal^t" e 
**A Bameiona nAp3d% aa wet u a dlshelout, ^ I have|ttat 
lent him ono o{ my own pveriaya," aaya Triptdlemua. 

A. Baxoelmm napban P said Bidiy, dievatiag her vdea, and 
then ffuddenly kwezing it, as fiom appp^euaion of being 
haard^*^l my g gold i^ala 

A g(ddnhiii& P aald TxMolemus. 
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** hi troth IB it, himiy; and how y<m that f Th^ ^ 
Bay here^ as Tronda teUs me, that the Kh^ of the }l^ws gm 
it to hia father, l^ent Man of Sumbur^.** ; 

I wish you would apeak Beoae, be the aflent weman,*^ 
B«d TriptolemuB. ** The upehot of it all ia, f^eu, that this lad 
is the rich 8traQaer*B so^ and that you arj giving Mm the^ooae 
you were to keep till Michadmas ?” 

** Troth, brother, we maun do something Ibr €k>d’B sake, and 
to make ^ends; and the lad,** added Bt^ (for ereb idie was 
not altogether above ^e jjpjudices ctf her sex in favour of out* 
,ward fonn)^ ** the lad has a fair face of his ain.** 

** Ye would have let mony % fair face,’* said Jfriptoleimts, 
pass the door pining, if it hflj^ not been for the gold eWn.** 
Nae doubt, «-hae doubt,” replied Barbara; “ yS wad not 
have me waste our substance on every thigger or somer that bay 
the luck to come by the door in a wet day 1 But this lad has 
a fair and a wide name in the country, and Tronda says he js 
to be married to a daughter of the rich Udaller, Magnus Troll, 
and the marriage-day is to be fixed whenever he mi^:e8 choi^ 
(set him up 1) between the twa lasses; and so it wad be as 
much as our good name is worth, and our quiet fcn^y, to Idt him 
sit imserved, although he does come unsent for.” 

6 The best reason in life,” said Triptotemus, “ for letting a 
inan^ inbi a hofise is, that you dare not bid him gp by. H(^ 
ev<Br, since theref,is a man of quality amongst them, I will let 
him know whom he has to do with, in my pempn.” Then ad¬ 
vancing to the do<w, he exclaimed, ** Hm» /” 

Adtum,** ansf^ered the youth, entering the apertmeni 
** Hem !” said the erudite Triptolemus, ** not altogether defi¬ 
cient la his«humanitiea, 1 see. 1 will try him Mther,-—danst 
thou aught of hu8bandiy,,young gentleman t” 

“Troth, sir, not I,” answer^ Mordaunt; have been 
trained to plough upon the sea, and to reap t^fon the ersg;” 

“ Hough the «ea!” said Triptolemus; ** that’s a fomw 
requires small* harrowing; and fbr your harvest cm the carsg, I 
suppose you meab theto or wiiptoveryoq call them. It 

4b a sort of inga^ering which Bansdman* should stop hy the 
* daw; nothing tnoxe l^ly to break aa honest man's hdoea ! 
profess I cannot see the Measure men jpropoee by Id a 

tope’s-end betwiagt earth and heavcm. In my case, 1 as 

!Tlte OtasiabULl 
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the other end of Uie lOpe were fitstened to the gibhet; 1 should 
be sure hf at least” 

“ Now, I wool^ adviBO you to try iv r^od Motoaont 
** Tnpt 109 !, ^Iroild has ^giaoder aenaatic^ thao wh«a o&e 
ia perched iiriBid>^ between a high-bro^^ diff and a roaring • 
ocean, ^ by which *you are auatained eeeming aaaroe 
Ktrongerthan a ailken tldead, and the stone on whidi you have 
one foot steadied, affording aach a breadth as the Mttywake 
might rest upon^—^to feel know all this, the foil con- 

ffdenoe that yoor own agility of limb, and strength of head, can 
bring you as safe off as if you had thi wing of the gosshawk 
—thtt is indeed being almost mdependent of the &rth you 
tread on I”® 

Triptolemi^ stared at th^ mt£usiastic description of an 
amusement which had so few charms for him; and bis sister, 
looting at the dancing eye and elevated bearing of the young 
adventurer, answered, by ejaculating, “ My certie, lad, but ye 
are a brave chield 1” “» 

brave chield?” returned Yeliftwley,—“I say a brave 
goose, to be ffiohtering and fleeing in the wind when he might 
abide upon esrro^ma; but come, here's a goose that is more to 
the purpose, when once it is well boiled. Gkt us trenchers an<} 

^ salt, Baby—but in truth it will prove salt enough—a tastp 
monsel it is; but I think the Zetlanders be the on!/folk iji tlfo 
worl<f that ^ink of running such risks to catch ^ese, and then* 
boiling them whei^they have dtme.” 

“ To be sure,’Vreplied sister (it was the only th^ 
had agreed m t^t day), ** it would an unoo tbuSag tc bid cmy 
gudewife m Angus or a* the Meams boU a goose, while there 
was aie things as spits in ^ wcwhi^But wha's this neist V* 
ahe added, looking towards the entrance ^th great indignation. 

** My oer^ open docus, and dogs come in^-and wha opened the 
>dd^ ^ him 3” « 

f Z d^, to be sure,” replied Moidaunt; “ you urould not have 
a poor devil stand beating your deaf door-cbeeks in Weather like 
^ t^Here gees sometbh!^ though, to hdp the fire,” he added, 
drawing out Sm sliding bar m oak with which the door had been 
eecqted, aiul throwing it m the hearth, wh^oe it was matched 
by Pw Bihy far gn»t wiath^ she exclaiming at the same 

** It's BeaHhonmthnber, as there'^ little else bare, mid hidings 
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it about as if it were a fir-(dog^ who be you, «u H |taie 
you she added, tupoing to the fitrsager^—a very hiJlahidwkef 
loon, as ever orosaed my twa een 1** 

I am a yagger, if it like your la^y^dp," replied ^uniavited 
* gnest, a s^t, vulgar^ little man, who had iudeed the humble 
appearance of a pedlar, caDed in these iidanda^^^ never 
travelled in a waur day, or was more ^iUing to get to Harbour* 
age.—Heaveu be praM for fire and house-room f** 

So saying, hedi^w a stool' to the fire, and sat down without 
farther^ ceremony. Daipe Baby stared wild aa grey goeshawk,” 
and was ^meditating bow to express her indignaimu in something 
warmer than words, for which the boiling pot s^gmed to ofSar a 
convenient hint, wW an old halfetarved serving-'^bmas —ikA 
Tronda already mentioned—the sharer of Barba’s domestic 
cares, who had been os yet in some remote comer of the numsum, 
now hobbled into the room, and broke out into endamations 
which indicated some new cause of alarm. 

master !” and “0 mistress !’* were the only sounds* she 
could for some time articulate, and them followed them up ^th, 

“ The best in the house—the best in the house-—set a* on ihe 
board, and a* will be little eneugh—There iS auld ^oma of 
^tfiil Head, the most fearful woman in all the isles !*’ 

‘ “Where can^he have been wandering?” said Mordaunt, not^ 
without some apparent sympathy with ^e surj^ise, if not with 
the alarm, of ^he old domestic; “ but it is neefless to aa^—the 
worse the weather, the more hkely is she to J)e a traveller." 

“What new tramper is this?” e(^oedtthee-distracted Baby, 
whom the qmck succession of guests had driven weU-n^ miy 
with vexation. “ Til soon settle her wandering, 1 sail warrant, 
if my brother has but the soul of a man indiia, or if these be a 
pair of jougs at Scalloyay.** 

“ The iron was never foiged on stithy that would bald her,^ 
said the old maid savant, “ She oomes-^she eaines-*-Qo<Ts 
sake speak hei- fisir and eonny, or we will have a ravdled }piiq> 
on the yam-windles!” 

As she ig>oke, a woman, tall ahno^ to touch the top 

of the door with her cap, st^)pea into the*rooiEi, signuig the 
cross as she eutere^, and pronmmehig; with a sokaiui wsoee, 
**The bleasing of fM and Saint ^KuBald eu the open door, ai^ 
their broad malistm and mine <dose*handed thmla 

“ And wha aiu ye, that asp sae banld wP your Wiaalng and 
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biimibig ia What Jdaid 'of oimatiylilshia, 

foUt oaassiot ^ <|ai6t &r aa hour, and aorro Haaveii, and 
ke^ bit gim th^ther» without gah|^ inoifijeti 

ooi&iBg Bcaaing ana after apot^, like a atring of 

iHld-^aeaei® 

Tl^ i^eech tha oiidentlmdia^ reader will eaaU^f aaddle oa 
Bfiitredl Baby, and what e^Ma it might have iiTodaeed ao, the 
last atrangar can oaly be matter of coigeetiue; for the old 
serraat and hlordaont applied themselTea at once to the party 
addressed) in order to deprecate her rasentn^t; the former 
speaking to her eome words of Norae, hi a tone intei^oeadcm, 
and Mordaunt aaying in English^ ** Thsf are atrangdlh, Noma, 
and know4iot your name or qu&ties; they are unacquainted, 
too, with thd waya of this caontiy, and thorafoiie we must hold 
them excused for their lack of hospitality.” ^ 

I lack no hospitality, young man,” said ‘ Triptolemtis, 

** mumt wcourrert 4ueo —the goose that was destined to roost in 
the*ohimney till Hichadmas, is boiling in the pot for you; but 
if -v^e had twenty geese, 1 see we are like to mouths to eat 
them evory feather—this must be mnended.” 

“What must* be amended, sordid slayet” said the stranger 
Konia, turning at Onoe upon him with an emphasis that m^e 
him start—“ What mnst be amended ? Bring hither, if th(^ 
wilt, thy new-fangled coulters, qiades, and harrows, ^t^ the 
implements of our fathers from the ploughshare to the mousey 
trap I but know thou art in the land that was^tnm pi old by 
the daxen-hajied K^snpions of the North, and leaws n»< their 
ho6|dtality at least, to itiiow we come of what dace noble 
and generous. I say to you beware-<»while Noma looks forth 
at the measondses waters, from the crest of Fitiol Head, some¬ 
thing is yet kft that resembles power ^ defence. If the men 
of Thule have ceased to be cbamiuojiB, to spread tiie banquet 
the^areo, the wmnen haye not forgotten the arte that lifted 
thmn of yofe into queena and {o^etesaes.” rj 

The woman who pnmoonoed tli^ singular tirade, was aa strik* 
j3i ^Sjs extrafigaiitly lc% in hex •pretensions and 

In her language. ^ She migSt well We reprsaent^ on the stage, 
so 6yr as fhaturea, yoice) and statuva were oonoerned, the Bonduea 
or loaWa n^ the tim aage'Welleda, or 

nay btiuir md PythonesS) who arer lad to battijf a triba of iha 
iiiWt €N)tha Her leaWei w^ hi£^ Bnd.w«ll and 
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would bft7e been handflome, but for tbe mvagea of time and tiie 
effects of exposure to tiie severe weatiter of her oountij^. Age^ 
and perhaps sorrow^ had qu^ched, in some ^degree^ the file (ff 
a dark-blue eye, whose hue almost approached to bhick^ and had 
. sprinkled snow on sui;^ parts of her laresBes as had Escaped &tm 
under her cap, and were disherdled by tise ligoar of the atom. 
Her upper gafinent, which droj^ped wiin water, was of ^a eoarse 
dark-coloured stuff, called wa^naal, Ihmi much used in the 
Zetland Islands, |u3^also in I*cQland and Norway. But as she 
threw this clo^h back from her shoulders, a short Ja<het, of 
dark-blde velvet, stampisd with figures, bec^e visible, and the 
vest, whith corresponded to it, was of a crimson colour^ and 
embroidered with tarnished silver. Her girdle was ^ted with 
silver ornaments, cut into ‘the shape of planetai^r sigas-^her 
blue apron was embroidered with similar devices, and covered 
u petticoat of crimson cloth. Strong thick enduring ^oes^ of 
the half-dressed leather of the country, were tied with stmps 
like those of the !^maa buskins, over her scarlet stocku]^ 
Slioawore in her belt ap ambiguous-looking we^xm, w^ch 
might pass for a sacrificing knife or dagger, as the imagination 
of the spectator chose to assign to the wearer tlSto chara^er of a 
prioatess or of a soiKieress. In her hand she held a staff, squared 
all sides, and engraved with Runic characters and figures, 
fonuigg one of those portable and perpetual calmidars which 
^ere used among the ancient natives of Scandinavia, and wliich, 
to a superstiti^ ^e, might have passed fOr a divining rod. 

Such were the appearance, features, an^ attire, of Nozna of 
the Fitful Hqod, upon whom many of the inhabitants ol the 
island looked with observance, many witii fear, and almost all 
with a sert of veneration. Less pregnaiti oircmostances of 
soi^cion, would, in ai^ other port of Scotland, have exposed 
her to the investigation of those cruel inqukatorB, who were 
then often invested with the delegated authority of the Privy 
Council, for th§ purpose of persecuting, torturh^, and finally 
consigning to the flames, those who were accused of witdicn^ 
or sorcety. But 8aperBtiti(m0 of nature pass through two 
"Stages ere they become entirely oheolbeu eupposed to be 

pomessed of supernatural powers, are yenerated in the earlier 
stages of society. Al refiipon aiid»kno#lflge inctease, lli^ are 
‘^first held in ^atred and horror, ahd ate finally regard^ Us 
impostors. Scetiand was ii^ the second state—filer of 
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witohcittft im gwat, aad the hatred agamst those suspect^ of 
it rntinse. 2e(daiid ^rm as a little world hy itaetf, whore, 
aiEK^ ihft IpW wid luder elaases, »f muflh of the anokat 
sopeMiHtum mnained, as cherished the wigiaal Ton^ 
rioa for titose afEbcring eii|)enuitaial bywledgo^ and power ovicr 
the idements, which made a ponstitofflit part of the asncieiit 

SoanAnamn creed, -lit least if the nafeiv^e» o^Thuk admitted 

that <me dass of ma^cjaas performed their feats hy th^ aUi^ce 
with Satan, thpy devoutly heliowed that oth^ dealt with 
of a different aad less odious dass—the anciait Dwarfs, oaM, 
in Zetland, Trows, or Drows, the modem feiries, and^ fo^. , 
Among those who were supposed to be in league with disem¬ 
bodied spiritd, this Ncwna, dew^nded from and representatave of 
a family, which had long psetenddl to such gift^ was so eminent, 
that the name assigned to her, which dgni^ one of th^ fat^ 
sisters who weave the web of human fete, had been wnfei^ed in 
honour of her supernatural powers. The name by which she had 
bCfen actually christened was carefully oonpealed l)y herself and 
her pwents; for to its discovery t^ey superstitiously agnexod 
softs fatal consequences. In those times, the doubt only occurred 
wheth^ her aapposed powers were acquired by lawful means. 
In our days, it would have been questioned whether she 
impostor, or whether her imagination was so deeply^ impiw^d 
with the mysteries of her supposed art, that she migi^ be m 
BoidC de^ i believer in her own pretensions to supcraatuj^ 
knowledge. Oerto it is, that she perform^ i 

such undoubtui^ cpnfidanoe, and such striking dign% look 
and action, and evinced, ai the same time, ^ch s^ngth of 
language, and energy of purpose, that it 
diificult for tias ggeatest sceptic to have doubted the re^ty oi 
her enthusiasin, thou^ he mi^t amik at the pretensions to 

which it gave rise. 


chapter sixth. 

—.If, by yoatsrt, you Mve 

Put Uw water* in this ro»r, allay them. __ 

TKMraav. 

tw rtoi® 1 m* 4 WBewirt’ntoi 

of Korn^ ottm»i«e »he mart hsre/o&d it u^mwiMo 
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to travd daring the extremity of iti fbaj. But i^e had hardty 
added herself ao unexpectedly to the party whom chanee had 
aseembldd at the dwelfing of l!riptolemua xeliQwley, when 
tempest suddenly resumed its fmmer y^iem^ieey and raged 
around the building with a fiizy which made the inOUtes hu^- 
sible t<) anything except Ihe risl^that the old mansion yna about 
to fall abore their hei^. ' ^ 

Mistress Baby gave vent to her fears in loud exdamathms of 
** The Lord guide ua—this is surely the last day—what kind of 
a country of guisards and gyre-caxlies is this t-Hsmd you, ye fool 
carle," she added, turning on her brother-(for aU her p^ons 
had a touoli of acidity in them), ** to quit the bonny Meams 
land to come here, where there is naeth:^ but sturd^^ beggars 
and gaberlunzies^ within ane’s uouse,<^d Heaven’s aoger on the 
outside on’tl” „ 

“ I tell you, sister Baby,” answered the insulted agriculturist, 
** that all sludl be reformed and amended,—excepting," he added, 
betwixt his teeth, ** the scaulding humours of an ill-natured jadd, 
that 0 ^ add bitteme^ to the veiy stoim." 

The old domestic and the pedlar meanwhile exhausted th^ 
selves in entreaties to Noma, of which, as they were couched 
in the Norse langu^e, the master of the house understood 
nothing. 

She listened to them with a haughty and unmoved air, and 
replied at length aloud, and in English-—** I will not. Whdt if 
this house be stf^wed in ruins before moming^—^where would be 
the world’s want in the crazed projector, the niggardly 
pinch-commons, ^by which it is inhabited t They will needs 
come to reform ^Uand customs, let them tiy how they like a 
Zetland sto^m.—^You that would not perish qpi^ 4his house t” 

The pedlar seized on his little knapsack, a;^ besgan hastily to 
brace it cm his back; th^ old maid-servant cast her doak about 
her shoulders, and both seemed to be in the ^ of Iqpmng the 
house as fSast as they could. 

Triptolemus Yi^owley, somewhat omnmoved by these appear¬ 
ances, asked Mordaont, with a voice irimh Mtei^ with ap^ 
hension, whether he riunight there ^as any, diat u, so very 
,muGh dangvl 

' I cannot tell,^* airtowered the youth; ** I have scarce ever 
seen sudi a storm. Noma can ton us better than one 



wlSiilwfee; bo 0ii« iiL ttoe am juct^ 

tlmthNceii: Konmoaa 4^ Umi^I ; 
know h&*powm m not bounded witbla et^ e 
narrow i|Mice. Hear me, Ik^^ndauuf, youth of » land, 

bu^ of a friendly heart—Boat thou quit thia doomea mamaion 
wi^ ^loee iri^o now {awpare to kare it V’ 

** I do iiot~^l will not, N<pia,” replied Hordaunt; ** 1 k&ow 
not your motiTe for deeiiin^ me to rembvl, and I will not leave, 
upon these daik threats, tlm houseiui which 1 hav» been kindly 
recmved in so^ a tempest aa this. If the ownem are unaood^ 
tomed, to <ur practice of uxlimited hoepitali^, 1 am the more 
obl^ed them that they havw relaxed thelf usages, and opened 
thdr doors in my behauT” 

He is a brave lad,” said MistreBS Baby, whose superstitious 
feelings bad been daunted by the threats of the supposed 
»sorceress, and who, amidst her eager, nanow, and repining 
djsposition, had, like all who possess *marked (diaraotor, some 
•spa^ of higher feeling, whicH made her sympathise with 
goi^uB sfipiaments, tlmgh she thought it too e3qf»ensive to 
’ entertmn them a/t her own cost—He is a brave lad,*’ she again 
repeated, **and worthy of ten geese, if 1 had them to Ifil for 
Khin, or roast either. I’ll warrant him a gentleman’s s^ and 
#0 thurl’s blood.” • 

** Hear me, young Moidaunt,” said Nom4( ** as|d d^>art*!from 
this house, i'ate 1^ high views (hh you—you shsSl not remain 
in this hovef to*be pushed amid its worthless ndna, with the 
i^cs of its more worthless inhabitants, whose life is as little to 
the wmld s| the vegetation of the house-leek, wb|di now grows 
cn their thatcH^ and whidi shall soon be orushed amongst their 

* * 

^*^-1-^1 will go forth,” said Yellowley, who, delate of his 
bsa^nif himself s^olady and wMy, wm beginning to be 
tenmed for the vum of ^ adventure; fm the house was old, 
and the smUs rooked formidably to the blast. 

^^Yo what^Kirposelt said bis sister. ** I trust the Prinoe of 
the po^rar of the air has not yet snoh like power over those 
niq ina^ hi Ood’s Imago, that a goofe Imuse should fen atsmt 
|ea% beoaoae n xal^ quean” (here she darted a fr^ce 
idauoe at ^ Pyihoness) should h<^ us^adth beS’ gbunour, 
aalf wa weceaae mony dogs to crouch at W bidd!^ 

. vni*. tjru ' ? 
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*‘l WM only vanting,” said 3Mpl(d«mQs, sshsoisd of ^ 
motion, ** to look at tlie‘ bear-bioird, wliich must be eair laid 
wi' this tempest; but if this honeBt woman l&e tOchide wf lai, 

I thjnk it were best to let ns a’ sit doon 00 x 017 thegi^w» tlU 
it’s worki||g weather ogain? 

Honest wanml” echoed Ba%^**Foi’i waHodc thief 
Aroint ye, ye limmer!” she added, addreedog Koron directly; 

out of an honest house, or, sh^e &’ me, but FU take ^e 
bittle* to you!” 

Koma cact on bar a look^ of supreme omttempt; then, step- 
piiig to the w ndow, seemed enga^ in deep cont^plation ef 
the heaTens, while the old maid> 8 eiyaDt, Tronda, dniwing dose 
to her mistress, inhered, for the sake^f all that wa% dear to 
man or woman, “ iJo not provoke Noma of Fitful Head 1 You 
hare no sio woman on the mainland of Scotland—she can ride 
on one of these clouds as easily as man ever rode on a shdtie.” 

1 shall live to see her ride on the reek of a fat tar-banel,’’* 
said Mistress Baby; ** dud that will be a fit pacing palfirey for 
her." " 

Agam Noma regarded the enraged Mrs. Baby Yeillowley with 
a look of that unutte^ble scorn which her hau^ty features 
coul<iji^so well express, and moving to the window which looked 
to the .north-west, fxom which quarter the gale seemed at present 
to blow, she stood for some time with her arms crossed, looking 
out dpou the leaden coloured sky, obscured as it was by the thick 
drift, which, coming on in successive gusts of tmit^t, left eyer 
mid anon sad and ^dreary mtervals of expectation betwixt the 
dying and the reviving blast 

Noma regapled this war of the elements as to„wbnx& thehr 
strifh was fhmiliar; yet the stem swenity of her ^tnzes l^ad Is 
it a cast of awe, and at the same time of authority, ^a tbe eabohst 
may he auppos^ to look upon the s|arit be Im and 

which, thou^ he kiwws how to subject him to^his a|ie&, bears 
still an aspect appiulixig to fleah and blood. Ibe attendants 
stood by in difiemnt attitudes, eaqirsssiys sf vadons 
Iselifiga. Hordaunt, thou|^ not tftdiiliNani to theeidr tn which 
th^y stood, was xnene curious than alarmed, He hod heaid of 
Nmma*s ohegod power the alemex^ and sow expected is 

* fht b«0t3a with the Soottieh htnuewives aaed to p&gfbm % 
ollleeef the ntodera ribwH by beating newiy-waelud Itben ou 
stone for the piupcse, eiued the heetiu»g stone. 



«» 

of iudglQg for himMlf ci Ha raaU^. TriptokaoDa 
iraa confonnddd iH wliat ae^ed to lie fti^beyood tbo 
botuada it Ida pidloeophy; and, if tiie troth moat bo apokon, 
the waa groa% moro ftiidikood than io- 

qointi^ Hia aiater was suot k tbeltaat ourioos on the antjeot; 
bat H ym dif&oolt^to saj wbotbor anger or^fear predominated 
in^er ahaip eiyea and tbin oompreased lipa. The pedlar and 
old Tronda, confident that the hooae voold nerer fall orhile the 
redoobted^Noma was beneath ita rool^ held tiiemaelvea ready 
for a start the instant she should tphe her departuip. 

Having looked on the sl^ for some time in a jxed attitude, 
and with moat profoun4 silence, Nozna at once, yet with a 
slow Ind elevated gesture, aV^tencM her staff of black oak 
towards \hat part of tub heavens from W&cb the blast came 
^ hardest, and in the midst of its fury Wanted a Norwegian 
. invocation, still preserved in the Island of XJist, under the name 
^of the Song of ^e Eeim>k6nnar, though some call it the Bong 
of the Tempest. The following is a free tnfttslation, it being 
^possible to render literally matiy of the elliptical i&d meta¬ 
phorical terms of expression, pecuW to the ancient Northern 
po^;— 

1 . 

** stem eagl.e of the far north-weet, 

Thoa thatjbearest in thy grasp the ^nnderbolt, 

Tliou whoM rusMi^ plmons stir ocean to madne% 

Thon the ^estix^er of herds, tiion the scatterer of DavkSr 
Thon the hi|lker down of towers, 

Amidst the soreahi of thy rage, 

Amidst the mshtng of tlay onward wings, 

Thongh tby seream he load as ^ cry of a perishing nation, 

thevoshisg thy wings be like the roaring of tewthoneand wavea 
Tet hear,.in thine be and thy haste. 

Hear thoa the voice of the Beun-kennaff 


hast met the pine trees ot Hrootbelm, 

Their diudkgreea heads He prostrate hcaide their uprooted staas; 
Thoa hast mat the xiiier of the ocean. 

The tan, lha|trong baodfrof the feartem rover. 

Ami she hae etahocdt to thee frit topeafr 
Thah a^iuid not veOVl to a royal armada 2 
'^T^knhistiiiit frw tctvar heaia ik crdN among the olstiiSai 
hafrk^ massbra tower cftha Tafr of former days, 

AjMI ^ ctopaaiima of frm foxrst 
Ih lying 01 ^ IM hoopfraUe hanah; 
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fiat tiiov too ftluUt ftoop, prood oompellor of elcrade« 
W1^ ihoi^liesmBt the ToiM of the ^irn-hemm. 


** There are Tenet that ou stop the flag in thesfcneet, 

Aft and Trhen the dark-ooloi^d dog la opcEoing cm hit tmeh ; 
There are>yert«i can znake the wild banric jwue on hit wingt 
Idke the falcon that wears the hood and the jeet^ 

And who knows tjie thrill whittle of the fowler. 

Thon who const xncHdc at the scream of the drowning mariner. 
And the crash of the ravaged forest, 

And the groan of the overwhelm'd orowdt, 

^J^en the church hath fallen iii the moment of prayer, 

^ere are som Jt which thou alto must list, 

When they are chanted hy the voice of the Befm<keimar. 


** Enough of woe hast thou wrought on the ocean, 

The widows wring their hands on the beach; 

Enough of woe hast thou wrought on the land. 

The husbandman folds his arms in despair; 

Cease thon the waving of ^y pinions. 

Let the r>cean repose in her dark strength ; 

Cease thou the flashing of thine eye. 

Let the tlmnderbolt sl^ in the armoury of Odin; 

Be thou still at my bidding, viewless racer of the north'Westem heaven. 
Sleep thon at the voice Ok Noma the Beim-kennar 1” 

I 

We haVc# aald that Mordattnt was naturally fond of romanlic 
poetcy and roxnaatig situation; it is not Hierefoce surjaising thal; 
he listened with interest to the wild address thus uttered to the 
wildest wind of the compass, in a tone of such di^tless enthtt- 
siasm. But thou^^ he had heard so much of the Runic rhyme 
and of the northern spell, in the country where he had so long 
dwelty he was mot on this occasion so credukus aato<hdi 0 ve that 
the tempest, which had Taggd so lately, and wHch was itow he* 
ginning to decline, was subdued before the channed Terse of 
Noma. Certain it was, that the blast seemed passing away, 
and the apprdrendcd danger was already over; hnt it was mt 
improhahle that this issue had been for sooie toim hteeeetfi by 
the Pythoness, through signs of the weathmr imperoqitlble to 
th<9k who had not dwelt long in the country, or had not 
hMtowed OD tilko mteorologioal pheuome&a the attenlto of a 
strict aad does ohsemf Of es^^edeuce he iud 
dcttbt, and that w^t a Ihr wmj to eiplain what seemed siipe^ 
natmnd in her d^eanour. Yet^stUl the noble oo«mtettaa% 



liilf-ahadAd by dk^eUed ti«B8Q8« air of 
In n ten of monaoe ao m of ooismaad, addiesaed 
newinw of the tempeit, gate him a strong ladhoation to 
beikv^iii mb asoendeacy of tha oooolt aria chrer ^ pofv^ of 
natmne; tot, if a woman ever mOYld on earth to vhom'auch 
anthority orer ^edaws of Ibe ttnrreme eoi^d beloaiS Hoina of 
FitM Bead^ judging flrom bearing, figure, a^ fime, vaa bom to 
that i%h de^y. 

The rest of the company were less 8l<rw4n receiving ccmviction. 
To Tronda and the yagger none igaa neoessaxy ; they bad long 
believed in the fhll mdient of Noma’s authoritir over the die- 
ment|, But Ti^tolemus and his sister gazed at each other 
with w^derii^ and alarmed^looks, cspeo^y when the wind 
began perceptiUy to d^^e, as was remarkably visible dating 
the pau^ which Noma made betwixt the strophes of h^ in¬ 
cantation. A long ailence followed the last verse, imtil Noma 

• resumed her chant, but with a changed and more soothing 

modulation of voice and tune. * * 

• , • 

* JEag^ft of the liar north-vestani watara, 

Thoa hast hoard the voice of the Belm-kennar, 

Thou hast closed thy wide sails at her biddi^, 

And folded them in peace by thy aide. 

My blessing be on t^ retir^ path ( 

When thou stoopest firoiu thy place on high, « 

* Soft he tld^ slombers in the caverns of the nnknown ocean. 

Beit till destiny shall agam awaken thee, * 

Eagle of the nc^-west, thou hast beard the voice of thS Belm-k«inar 1% 
e • 

** A pretly sang that would be to keep thfi com%om shaking 
in har'st,” whispered the agricultmist to his sister; ** we must 
speak hv fhir,*Bahy—she will maybe part with the secret for a 
hundred ponds Scots.” • 

‘*Aa hundred foies’ heads 1” replied BaJflr—**bid her five 
malks wf ready^siller. I ima knew a witch in my life but she 
was as poor as Job,” ♦ 

Noma turned towards them as if ^e had guessed thmr 
tbouj^ti; it^may be tjukt sbe did so. She* pas^ them with a 
look of the most sovezdgn contempt, and walking to ^ table 
on which the pr^anttions fiv Hzs. l^bara’s foUj^ meal Whfe 
ahrea^ ds^xw^ she iiled a small wooden firmn an 

eartimd ifiteW which contained tfiand, a anbai^ H^or made 
nut of the serous part of tha milk. Sh^ broke e xnccsd 
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from & bftrl^-cftke, and haTing enlea «od dxtmk, 
wards the ohurlisb hosts ** I give you no Ihaaks/^ she sal4 
**fr»r my refreshment, for you hid me not vdoouse,, to It; and 
thai^ bestowed cm a diiurl are like tiie dew oi <he 

clids of Foulah, whe(r6 it folds nought that oan he u^ire^ed by 
its infru^ces. I rgive you no fnanks/’ idie said ag^ hut 
drawing from her p^et a leathern purse that seemed large and 
heavy, she added, “ I pay you wi^h what you wiM value more 
than the gratitude of the whole inhabitants of Hialtland. Say 
not that Nema of Fitful Head hath eaten of your bread mid 
dfrmk of yous cup, and left you Borrowing for the ohaige to 
which she hal^ put your house.” ^ So saying, she hdd fn the 
table a smali piece qf antique grid coip, beaj^ the ^de and 
half-defaced effigies^of some ancient nor^m king. 

Triptolemus and hii^ sister exclaimed against this liberality c 
with vehemence; the first, protesting that he kept no public, * 
and the other exclaiming, ** Is the carline madt Heard ye ever* 
of ony of the gmtle hduse of Olinkscale that gave meat fin 
siller 1” ' 

“ Or for love cither V muttered her brother, “ l^aud to that, 
tittia” ^ 

“ V’^hat are ye whittle-whatiaeing about, ye gowk ?” said his 
gentlS sister, who suspected the tenor of his murmurs; ‘*gie 
the lady Ifock her bonnie die there, and be blithe to be sae rid 
on’t-^it will be l solate-stane the mom, if not smnethmg 
worse.” * 

The honest factor lifted the money to return It, yet could not 
help being struck Vhen be saw the impression, and his hand 
trembled as he handed H to his sister. . 

“ Yes,” sai^ the l^boness again, as if she re^ tne thoughts 
of the astonished pair, '‘yoifhave seen that crin befol«^-*4>ewa)re 
how you use it I It thrives not with the sordid or the mean- 
Bouled—it was won with honourable danger, ifrid snus^ he eis^ 
pend^ with hopou^ble liberality. The treasure which lies 
under a coM hes^ will one day, like the hidden talent, hear 
witness agrinst its avaridons possessors. 

^ Jfhis last obscure intimation sesansd to raise the alarm end 
&e wonder of Idrs. Baky and her foothiw to the uttermost 
7he latter tried to stannner out some^lng hOm sn teitatfon to 
Korfra to tany with these all night, or at least to take riiaie of 
the ** dhmor,** so he al called ‘!t; hut looking at the ecm^ 
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pmf, mx0! tike H&ted ecmteets of the pdk^ hi 

oeirei^ the phrase, snd hq^ed tixe 'Wroold take some pari el 
ihe *^ 4 luud; vhieh would hem the tehle ere e mm oould loose 

^ lioi here^ileqp not hfiore," replied saj, X 

reliefe ym not only of my oara jheaenoe, hut 1 wlU d&miaa 
yoor mweSoome giteBta.*<^Mordamt,” ah^ added, *addre8ain({ 
young Hortoim, *^the dark dt la pe^ and yo»r &ther looks 
for you this etmung” 

** X)o you return in that d&eotion t^uasd Mordaunt. ** I will 
hut eat a moiad, and give you guy aid, good mother, on the 
pMd. The broolm moat be out, and the joumej^periloos.” * 
Qor ways He dlfferentff' answered the Sibyl, and Koraa 
needs npt mortal arm to aid her on the way. I am eummoned 
ter to the east, by thAe who know welf^how to smooth my 
passage.—For thee, Bryoe Snailsfoot,’' the oontmued, speaking 
to the pedlar, thee on to Sumburgh^the Boost will 

• afford &ee a gaUant harvest, and worthy the gathering in. 
Much goodly ware will ere now be seeking *a new owner, and 

* the careful skipper will sle^ stfll enough in the dee^ haaf, and 
care not t|}pt bale and kist are dashing against the shores." 

** Ka, na, good mother," answered Snailsfoot, I desire no 
man's life for my private advantage, ahd am just gratsflil for 
tiie blearing of Providence on my sma* trade. But dotibtless« 
fone man’ftloss is another's gain; and as these stoms destiroy a’ 
thing on land, it is but fair they suld sendeu something by seik 
Sae, taking the ffeedom, like yourseU, mother, to borrow a lump 
of bariey^bleadf^ and a draught of bland, I will^id good day, 
and thank you, to this good gentleman affd hui^, and rien go 
on my way to Yarlshof, as you advise." 

**Aj” repffed the l^honeaa, where the a&ughter is, the 
i^a glss wffl be gathered j and whose the wreck is on the shore, 
the is as boiy to purchase spoil as Ihe shark to gorge 
imln^dead!" 

^his rebuke, if it was intended for sadb, {fcemed above the 
oon^areheikaioa tlm trayeUing merchant, who, bmt upon gain, 
assumed tha kimpsacll and sllvaud, and asked Mordaont, With 
the fitmlliariiy permitted in a wild country, whether he would 
not take comnanv alOiur with him I • *' 

**t wait to eat son^ dinner witii Mr. TeQowky and Mm. 
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Baby^” asurarored the youth, ^^aud wiU wt &rw«id (u faulNji 
hour.” . * 

** 1%en in just take my piece in my hand,” the pedkx, 
Accordingly he muttered a benediction, and, whhoalhmore cera 
mony, helped himaelf to what, in Mm ^Bediy'e coTotour eyee* 
appoired to be two-thirds Sf bread, took a long puQ at the 
jug of bland, seisedfon a haztdtol of i^e sma^fish o^ed sillocks, 
which the domestic was just placing on the board, and left the 
room without farther ceremony. , 

“ My certie,” said ftuf despoiled 'Mrs. Baby, “ there is the 
chapman’s diouth* and his hringer baith, as fo^ say! If the 
la^s against Tagrants be exeout^ this gate—It’s no that I wad 
shut the door against decent folk,” she said, looking to Mordaunt, 
'^more especially in, such judgnoent-w^thar. But I^fSee the 
goose is dished, poof thing.” 

This she spoke in a* tone of affecUon for the smoked goose, 
which, though it bad long been an inanimate inhabitant ^ her 
chimney, was far^more interesting to Mrs. Baby in that state, 
than when it screamed ai&ongst the douds. Mordaunt laughed 
and took his seat, then turned 'to look for Noma; but she had 
glided ftom the apartment during the discussioi). with the 
pedlar. 

“ I urn glad she is gane, the dour oarline,” said Mm Baby, 
r thoi^ji she has left that piece of gowd to be an everlasting 
shame to ufi.” ' * 

^‘iVhisht, mistreu, for the love of heaven!” said Tronda 
Dronsdaughter; “wha kens where she may be t&is moment? 
—we are no sure but she may hear us, though we cannot see 
her.* ' 

Mm Baby c^t a startled eye around, and, instantly reoovm'- 
ing hersdf, for'die was naturally courageous as weB as violent, 
said, bade her aroint before, and I bid her aroint again, 
whether she sees me or hears me, or whether she’s ower the 
cwm and awa.—And you, ye silly sumph,” shh said & poor 
Yellowley, **what dh ye sti^ glowering there forl^-^Ybu a 
Saunt Andrew’s student !—you studied 1^ and Larin humaid* 
rie^as ye oa’ riiem, and daunted wi’ the darvens of anauld randie 
w|fp! Say your b^ college grace, man, and witch or nae witch, 

* Th« obapznftu'B dromlh, tfist the pe^sr’e is |«overbUi{ is 
SooltM, i}ec»tue these pedoKtriui tirodeis were in the use ti tnedeslhf 
only for s drink ef wster, when, tii foot, they w%t« desuons of 
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our iliWiBr mA defy hist* iusd fat TAlue af the 
Ipewdeff pieMf ^ ahafi siever Iw ei^ £ pouched her tiller. 1 will 
gk it toeim pqpr bod 7 —that is I nUhtast* upcea i^at luy 
daB% sad iceep It Ihr a raniapamy tffl. tiiat day ocanes, sad 
tiiat’s as uita^ it iu the of Q»&diii|f^er. your besf 
et^ege grac^ man, and let as eat^aad dmk in the meaatljpe/* 

** Y€ had muticle 1>etler say aa oraaeuu to Saiat Boaal^ and 
fiiiw a saxpeuoe over your left ahouther, tnaater," said Trouda. t 
^That 3re may pi<^ it up, jbb jaud,” said the implacable 
BOstreea Baby; will be laag or ye viif tBe v<^ d it oay 
other gate.'^it dovu, Triptolemus, aiJd zniudna the words of a 
daft • 

** Daft ^ vise,** nulled YellBvley, very much discouoerted, 
“ she kens more thau 1 would ^^d. *lt was awfh’ to 

see tic a wiud &' at the voice of desh and blood like oursells— 

az£ tiien yon about the hearth<stane—^1 caimt>t but think”- 

** If ye cannot but think,” said Mrs. Baby, very sharply, “ at 
leaft ye can hand your tongue t” « 

The agriculturist made no reply, bu| sate Mown to their sointy 
meft, and did the honours of it with unusual heartiness to his 
new guest, the irst of the intruders who had arrived, and the 
last who left them. The sOlooks speedily i^jsappeared, and the 
smoked goose, with its appendages, took wing so effectually, that 
Tronda, to whcmt the polishing of the bones bad been destin^, 
found ^e taal^ accomplished, or nearly so, to her hand. * After 
^dinner, the host luoduoed his bottle of brandy ;^t Hordaunf, 
whose general hpBit^ were as sober almost as those of l|is fother, 
laid a very light tax upon this unusual exertion ^f ho^taiity. 

During the meal, they learned so much of young Mordaunt, 
and of his fothar, jjhat even Baby reskted his wish t^ reassume 
his wet garments, and pressed him (at the risk of an expensive 
supper bemg added to ihe charges of th#day) to te^ with them 
ti| ihe nexf momfyg. But what Nonta hiul said excited the 
youth's ^^rish to reach home, nor, knwever for j^^e hoepitalify of 
Bfourbuigh was extesided in hia behalf, did the house present 

* Tact ap<m it, leave it fo my will; a mode of beetowfaag charity, to 

wiktoh auuiy am pai^ m wi^lis foe good dame in foe text 
t Alfooni^ tha Zefomdera wme eeriy reeoacOed to foe refomed iidfo, 
Some aseitttt pmerioce of OafooUe sajM^tton egrrired long ain<mg foem. 
In^my atomy w«Mtfoi«r s foher woi^ vow an ommu to Saint Bonald, 
aad a^Uitted Idthatif of foe ohUgarion by throwing a amall pieoe of me&ejr 
tat la foe window of a itanoHscbiilNBL. * 
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any jpart^eukr temptatioiia to induce hlmio reme^ tbere 
Ha &erefoxe aoce];^ tlie loon oi Hke a clotliaB» )paremltdi|| 
to retofn themt and Bond for hia otm j and tcK^ a oiajl laavi m 
hii boat and Mistraaa Baby, the latter of whom) howler alfooted 
hy the loss of her gc^f could nol but ^Jnk tfaa coat i^eH 
beatowad (amoe it waa to be eciQwiided at all) upon so handsome 
and cheerful a youth* 


CHAPTER SEVENTH. 

She 0o6t no work luly«^ yon Taviiig ooen%$ 

Bn^phlng thoM sh* ftranglesi her wUd womb 
Affords«$h6 mannem whom she hath dealt ooi 
Their death at once, and aepidohre. 

OnuFuaT. 

Therk were *ten ** lAn|^ Soots luiloB ” betwixt Stourbui|;h and 
Yarli^of ; and though tb& pedestrian did not ntunbor all Hhe 
impediments which crossed Tam o’ Sbanter’s pAth,-^for, in a 
country where there are neither hedges nor stone.enckieures, 
tlisTe can be neitbw ** slaps nor stiles/’—yei the number and 
nSture of the “ mosses and waters” which he had to mm in hk 
peregrihation, were tolly sufficient to balance the account, and to 
lender his journsy as toUsome and dangwous as Tam o’ Shautei^ 
celebrated retreat from Ayr. Neither witch nsr warlock crossed 
Mordaunt’s path, however. The length of \he*day was already 
considerable, and he arrived safe at Tarlshof by ^even o’dook 
at night. All was stUl and dark round the giaiuiott, ttid it 
was not tib he had whistled torice or thrice *beMth Swwrtha’a 
window, that she relied to the rignah 
At the tost sound, Swertha fell into an apeeable dream of a 
young sriude-fisher, who some forty years &oe used to make 
such a signaUtefeath the window of to hut; at theseeond, 
waked to remoipto that Johnnie Fea had slept sound among 
^tlie toosen waves of Oreenlan4 tor tiris rnsaya year, and tost 
she was Mr. Msztona’a govemanteatTaritoof ; at the third» toe 
arose and opened toesaWow. 

Whae is that,*^ toe demanded, ^ at an hoot of ton 

It is X,” said ^ youth. 
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TIm do»r*« the ti^ 
ttee j& ft gethedo^ peet on the kitehen hift, and ft ^Mmjc bedde 
mt ^^t four aln eandlft** * 

**4ll iw^ed Hordfumt ^ hat X 'Want to Imow how my 

" JilBt k hk tvdiiuury, goda gentleman—asking fiW you, 
MftistellCordftant; y»Ireower krand ow^ktdin your widks, 
Toamr ffentLeman.^ 

** ^en Idle dai^ honir has paaied, Swert|)ft ]” 

**In Woth has it, Makter Mordannt/* answered the gorer> 
nonte; ^and your kther is reiy reftsonably good'^nalluTed fbr 
him,i>oor gentleinan. 1 spoke to him twice yest^xfty without 
his qpeak£2^ ^t; and the first time he answered me as dril as 
you could ds, and the neisft time ne bade me*sio plague him; 
and then, thought 1, three times were aye ogimy, so 1 spake to 
hi!b again for luck’s sake, and he oall^ me a chattering old 
devil; but it was quite and dean in a dvil sort of way.” 

^ ]^ogh, enough, Swertha,” answered yordaust; and now 
get up, and find me something to sot, for I have dined but 
poorly,” 

** Then you have been at the new folk’s at Stourburgh 1 for 
tibere is no another house in a’ tiie Isles huh they wad h^ gi’|u 
ye the best share of the best thqy bad. Saw ye aught of None 
of the Fitful Head ? She went to Stourbmrgh this morning, and 
retufned to the town at night.” ^ • 

I ** Betumed!—|hen she is here 1 How could she toavel three 
leagues and bettor in so short a time T’ ' 

“ Wha kens how she travels f ” repUed Swerthm; bjt 1 heard 
her tell the ISanselman wi’ my aln lugs, that she int^ded that 
di^ to have gone lOn to Burgh Westra, to ^>eak with Minna 
but fidia had seen that at Stourhgrgh (indeed she said at 
for she never calls it by tbe other name of Stourburgh), 
thpt sfl# hsr baoluto our town. But gang your ways roun^ 
ftito fe^du^ have plenty suppenwmrs is nae toom pantry, 
and stm kSB a lock^ ane, Ihou^ my master be a ktranger, and 
no just that %ht in the >igging> fts tbe Banselman says.” 

Mordsnnt walked sotma to the Idtefaen sccordingly, where 
Swetthak Oore speeddly aecommodated him with a {dsntiful, 
though epatoe ns^ whidb todem^ified him fi>r the scanty hos* 
« he had exp^eneed at Stotnhui#. « 

la the tnOindi^ some ibeliaimpfibt^^ made yeu^ Hertoon 
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later than usual in leaving his bed; so eontnox to vliat 
was the (vdinaiy case, he found his father in the apiMUatt 
where ate, and 'vRiioh served them Indeed for eveiT'eoaMmi 
purpose, save that of a bed^duunber^or of a Idtdien. Th» ami, 
^eeted the father in nvite reverence, and waited untH bo dnmld 
^drees him. «* 

**Yoa were'abs^t yesterday, Mor&untf” said hls*&f^. 
Mordaunf 8 absence had lasted a week and more; but lie had 
often observed th^t {lis fathei«i)ever seemed to notice how time 
passed during the period when he was affected with hk suU^m 
^ vapours.' He assented td what the elder Mr. Mertonn had said. 
** And fou were at Burgh Westra, as I think T continued hla 
father. * ‘ 

** Yes, sir,” if^lied Mordaunt. » * 

The elder Mertqpn was then dlent for some time, and paced 
the floor in deep sUenee, with an air of sombre reflection, wl^ch 
seemed as if he were about to relapse into his moody fit. ^d- 
denly turning to his |(on, however, he observed, in the tone of a 
queix ** Magnus Troil has two daughters—^they must be pow 
young women; they are thought handsome, of course I” 

“Very generally, sir,” answered Mordaunt, father surprised 
to hear his father making any inquirios about the individuals of 
a&ex which he usually thought so light of, a surprise which was 
much increased by the next question, put as abruptly as the 
iprmer. * 

“ Which thi& you the handsomest 1” 

“1, sirl” replied his son with some wonw, but without 
embarrassment*—“I really am no judge—I never considered 
which was absolutely the handsomest. They are both vcsy 
pretty young women.” • • 

You ev^e my qu^on, Mordaunt; pckh^ I have some 
very particular reason for my wish to be acquainted with your 
taste in this matter. I am not used to waste wor^6)r no piir> 
pose. 1 ask yoia again, whibh of Magnim T^'s dau^^item you 
think most handsome?” 

“Beally, rir,** replied Mordaunt—^*'bat you only jest 'In 
^asking me surir a qu^on.” ^ ^ * 

, ** Young man,” relied Mertoun, with eyes which began to 

' roll and sparide witn impatienoe,^*t netw jesi I derire an 
.answer to my question.” 

“ Then, upon my word, shr^* sakl Mordaunt, it Is not jn 
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mf pswt tot toi a befewiart the yoimg ladiM—they 

aya 00^ rm Ijy no means likf etcb otber, • Min n a 

Is ^tti^liiaiced. mm moare grave than ber •istfiP—morB sarwwis, but 

byTW meimi eitsber doll ortmllon.” ^ 

his fotber; «vou hai% been gravdy tewigbt 

op, and this I aappose, j^eases you moetd” 

sir, wally I can give her no prefearence over her sister 
Brenda» who is as gay as a lai^b in a spring morning—less 
tail than b^ sistar, but so yfkSIX formed,* abd so excellent a 

** That she is best qualified to amuse the young man who has ^ 
a dull home and a moody father^” said Mr. Mmtoun. 

Nothing T» his &ther*e oqpduct duid ever suiprised Mordaunt 
so much as the obstinw^ with which he seemed to pursue a 
theme so foreign to his general train of tinfoght and habits of 
conversation: bat he contented himself with answering once 
mote, “ that both the young ladies were highly adin^ble, but he 
had never thought of them with the wish to do either iiyustioe, 
by banking her lower than her eiste^—that othera would pro- 
bal^ decide bejween them, as thqy happened to be pa^ to a 
grave or a gay dispwition, or to a dark or complexion; but 
that he could see no exodlent quality in the one that was i»t 
balanced by something equally captivating in the other ” 

IS is possible that even the coolness with which Mdrdaunt 
this ei^lanattcm might not have satisfiedkhis father coA- 
ceming the subjedt of investigation, but Swertha at l^lis m<Haent 
entered with Iweakiist, and the youth, not^th^dhlg o»s late 
supper, engaged in tiiat meal wiii an air which satisfied Mertoun 
that he held it mete* of more grave importance than the con* 
vemthm which thty bad just had, and that he had nolbing more 
to say up(m tibe sutjeet eqihmatoiy ^f the imewers he had 
d^eadv givmi. He shaded his brow with Ms hand, and looked 
loa^ylBQmd^*' tqpon \he young mpn as he was busied with his 
Alcgnii^ meal. Ttore was neither abstraction npr a sense of 
Wing observed in aaty of Ms motions; all wa# frank, natural, 
ahdopen. « 

is foncy-foee,” Wittered Mertoim to Mmsdf—*‘io yotm^ 
so tiWy* fo twi^g^tuiM ve 80 hasdsome and k? attractive in 

$0b mi person,'stiange* ti&^ at hk age, in M» team- 
ilsoces, he tibw have avoided the nmshes whWr oatifo sU the 
wmldhesW»l^ * 
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When l^e hire»hfa«t ym orer, the elder Merta^ 
prapcxdng, os tiffi^ that his aon, tfhe hie eeiiMihwd^ 

ihc^d betalce hime^ to one Wench or othtr of Ide etndke^ 
^asBumed his hat and staff, and desired that Hord^mt ihecdd 
accompany him to the^top of the oh|^ eaOed Snmlmrgh Bead» 
and from thence look ont upoif the etat%of the ooeen, ablated M 
It must still be by the tempest of the preceding day. hlordaunt 
was at the age when young j^nen willingly exdbiutge aedentaty 
piusuits for active eicercise, and! started up with alaWity to com¬ 
ply with his father’s request; and in the course of a few minutes 
they were^onnting together the hill, which, ascmding i& 0 |D the 
land side in a long, steep, and^grassy slope, sinks aWnce feom 
the summit to ^e sea in anvabnip^and trWaendoqp pi^pioe. 

The day wa^^ delightful; there was just so much motion in 
air as to disturb the little fleecy douds which were scatteredon 
the horison, and by floating them occasionally ov&e the suni to 
chequer the landscape with that variety of light and shade which 
often gives to a bare^and unendosed scene, for the time at lesst, 
a spdhies of charm approefohing to the varieties of a cultivated 
and planted countzy. A thousand flitting hues o^light and shade 
played over the expanse of wild moor, rocks, and inlets, which, 
at they climbed higher and higher, spread in wide and wider 
dbuit around them. 

!rh^ elder Mertoun often paused and lodred aiound, upon the 
feene, and for«ome rime his eon suf^posed that he hdtcd to^^ 
enjoy its beauties; but as they ascended still h^or the hflh 
he remarked hk ^ortened breath and his* uncertain and toil¬ 
some step, and*beoame assured, with some feelings of alarm, that 
his fethWs strength was, for the moment, exh%usted, and flbat 
he found f he ascent more toilsome and ferignlbg than uamri. 1*o 
draw close to his side, mid offer him in sileiice the aasista&oe of 
his arm, was an act of youthM defermioe to adviOMed sfOi as ^ 
well aa of filial reverence ; and Heitcun aefeoed atrfent so to» 
lecmve it^ % lit took in silence the advtmtpge of the aid thui 
afforded Mmi 

It was but for two or three mlnntss, howeivar, that the fetler 
^availed himself of his "aonVi sdpp<^ not asecmded 

fiity yards ferthi^ «rs he poshed litndaxmt at^denlyi if nod 
rudely, from him] eod^asifstoistliito eneHaon 
teooll^tion, began to mount rim aoriiv% wirii amfe long Wm 
qtdok ste^ that lifordaunt, in his tom, was obliged to ewif* 
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Hft k&cniir-lUi 

lie m» amm fttmi nuw^^iUgilit cuviiaiiitanefli, 
tbftt be kv!e4 luit ereii ir|iile be muob pelee vHb hie 
e^eiOM^kiiiijiid Vhlle be eeemed to be tbe eole ebi^ of hie oare 
upcrn eertflu But ibe o(»iv|atioa bad been more Btron^/* 
or niore pavecMy foro|jl ttpoo blm tbao by the baity cbtirliiib- 
Me with whibb Mertoon i^ected ficom a eoa that awietanoey 
vhieb moet elderly men are '\i7illing to receive fi^mi youtbe with 
whom they are but aUgbUy conflicted, as a tribute wbicb it la 
amie giacelul to yield and pieaeing toyeoeiTe. Merto^ how¬ 
ever, did not eeem to perceive the edb^ which his ipki^neae 
had |hoda^ l^pon his son’s feebpgs. He paused upon a sort of 
level terrace which they bad nowyattained, and sddreseed his 
son with aif indifferent to^ which seemed ho. some degree 
affected. «* 

" Since you have so few inducements, Mordaunt, to remain in 
the^ wild islands, X suppose you sometimes wish to look a littie 
more abroad into the world?” • • 

^•By my word, sir,” replied Mordaint, ** I cannot say I*ever 
have thought on such a subject” 

And why ndt, young man?” demanded hk father; ** it were 
but natural, 1 think, at yonr age. At youf age, the fair and 
varied breadth of Britain could not gratify me, much less tl4 
comnps of a eeiiidrdied peatmoss.” ” 

have never thou^t of leaving Zetland, i^r,” replied thi> 

' son. X am happy hm, and have friends. You yourself, sir, 
would miss me, i^ess indeed”—— 

Why, them wouMst not persuade me,” said hft fatllto, some¬ 
what hasrily, that you stay here, or desire to stay here, for the 
love of me?” • • • 

Why should I not, sir?” answered ^ordaunt mildly; ’*it 
is my dnfy, and I hope X have Mtherto performed it” 

, Oh^ ay/ xeMtsd Mertoun, in the same tone—your duty 
w^f(mr4u^. ^ it is the ^ty of the dog to f^w the groom 
that Ibeds mm.” 


** And does be^ do sq||^^?” said Mordaunt! 

^ ** Ay/saldhism^mr, ts^iung hisImad aside; 
snly on ^bose who caress him.” „ 

hefCr sir/ railed M otd auat, *^X We not been Amnd 




“ but he &w»s 


Bi^ no mosa m^t-^ssy np mine onV,” s«^ HfinrUmn, 
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abruptly, “ we have both done «iotigb by each other —yfi must 
soon part.—Let thati be our comfort—our sepaialioB riicndd 
require comfort." '» 

" I shall be ready to obey your wishes," said MpEdaunt, not 
' altogether displeased it what promised him an opportunity of 
lookihg farth^ abroad into t!he worlds ** I presume it will be 
your pleasure that I commence my travels with a season at the 
whale-fishing." 

“ Whale-fishing'P replied* Mertoun; "that were a mode 
indeed of seeing the wodd > but thou speakest but as thou hast 
learned, -Enough of this for the present. Tell me where you 
had shelter fiom the storm yesterday f" c ^ 

“ At Stourburgh, the houne of the new factor from Scotland." 
“A pedantic, fantastic, visionary schemer," saicl Mertoun— 
“and whom saw you there » 

“ His sister, sir,” replied Mordaunt, “ and old Norna of •the 
Fitful Head,” , 

“ What! the mistress of the potent spell," answered Mertoun, 
with‘'a sneer—“she wh(f can change the wind by pullingtiher 
ourch on one side, as King Erick used to do by turning his cap! 
The dame journeys far from home—how fares she! Does she 
g<et rich by selli]^ favourable winds to those who are port* 
bound ?” * 

'“I•'really do not know, sir,” said Mordaunt, whom 
recollections prevented from freely entermg into his fetheFs 
humour. o 

“ You think the matter too serious to be je«fced with, or per¬ 
haps esteem her merchandise too light to be cared con¬ 
tinued Mertoun, in the same sarcastic tone, which was the nearest 
approach he ever made to cheerftdnass ; “ btt ronsider it more 
deeply. Everything the universe is bought and sold, and 
why not wind, if the merchant can find purchasers? Tbeeaxtb 
is rented, from its surface down to its most rentrdl mines 
the fire, and^tht means of feeding it, are currently bought and 
sold;—the wretches that sweep the hoisteroos ocean wi& thdr 
nets, pay rfmsbm for the piivilegt of being drowned in it. 
What titie has the afr to be exempt^ from the universal course 
of traffic ? All aboye the earth, under the earth, and around 
the earth, has its price, iln 8ellmB,*‘Bnd its purchasers. In many 
countries the iviests will sell yon a portion of hmkYen-^in fliu 
' *' • Nnte E. • Sale of Winds. 
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000 ]}^^ men are willing to bn;, in exobinge for bealth, wealth, 

and |ieace of conscienoe, a fall ellowanoe of hell Why should 

not Noma pu»ue her traffic?'’ 

" N|^ I *know no jeastm against it," replied Mordaunt; 
*^only T wish she would part with *he commodity in enudier 
quan^ties. Yester^y she was a wholesale dealer-^ whoever 
treated with her ha(rtoo good a pennyworth.' 

It is even so," said ^e father, pausing on the verge of the 
wild promontory whidi they had attained, where the huge preci¬ 
pice sinks abruptly down on the wide and tempestuous ocean, 
“ and the effects are still visible.” 

that lofty cape is composed of the sort and crumb¬ 
ling stone called sand-flag, wlucji gradually becomes decomposed, 
and yieldfi to the actioiT of the atmosphert;, and is split into 
, large masses, that hang loose upon tlie verge of the precipice, 
•and, detached from it by the fury of the tempests, often descends 
jvith great fiiry into the vexed abyss which lashes the foot of 
the rock. Numbers of these huge fragments bestrewed lieneath 
rodcs flrom wliich they hav^ fallen, and amongst these 
the tide foams and rages with a fury peculiar to the'se latitudes. 

At the pdiod when Mertouu and his son looked from the 
verge of the precipice, the wide sea still heaved and swelled with 
the agitation of yesterday’s storm, which had been fur too 
'\aolent in effects on the ocean to subside speedily.The tide 
therefore poured on the headland with a fury deafening tq, the 
etu*, and dizsypig to the eye, threatening iusWt destruction to 
whatever might' be at the time involved in its <mrrenk The 
sight of Nature, in her magnificence, or in bar beaiity, Cff in lier 
terrors, has at all times an overpowering intereat, which even 
habit oonndt greatly weaken; and both father*and son sat 
themselves down on the diff to look^ out upon that unbounded 
war of waters, which rolled in their wrath to the foot of the 
^ prssapiift. 

. At once Mordaunt, whose eyes ir&ce sharper, and probably 
Ills attention more alert than that of his father; started up, and 
exclaimed, God in hmen! there is a vessel in the Boo^" 

Mmimm looked to the north-westward, and an object was 
visible amid the rolling tide, “ She shows no saih" he observed*; 
and immediately add^ after looking ht the object through ^is 
«{]ty*glasa,'' She U dismasted^ and lies a sIm huBt upon the 

water." ' , • 

* # 

VAf Tinrr 
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** Aud is drifting on the Sombnigh Head/’ exclaimed M<s>> 
daunts stpick with hoiror, ** without the slightest means of 
weathering the cape!” ; 

She makes no effort/’ answered hie ^ther; ** site is mobablj 
defterted by her crew.” < 

And m such a day as yesterday,” repli^ Jdordaunt, when 
no open boat could lire were she manned with the best men 
ever handled an oar—all must have perished.” 

“ It is most probably” said hii ia^er, with stem composure; 
“ and one day, sooner or later, all must hare perished. What 
Signifies wtie^her the Fowier, whom nothing escapes, caught 
them up at one swoop ffom yonder shattered deck,,or whether 
he clutched them individuallj|^ as chance gave them^to his 
grasp ? What s4^ifies it ?—the <]^k, the battlfifield, axe 
scarce more fatal to ue than our table and our bed; and we are^ 
saved from the one, merely to drag out a heartless and weari-. 
some existence, till we perish at the other. Would the hou^ 
were come—that hour which reason would teach us to wish for, 
were it xot that nature has implanted the fear of it so stronglj^ 
within us ! You wonder at such a reflection, because life is yet 
new to you. Ere you have attained my age, ilf will be the 
famihar companion of your thoughts.” 

“Sburely, sir,” replied Mordaunt, “ such distaste to life is not 
the nficesaary consequence of advanced age ?” ^ 

*VTo all who l^ve sense to estimate that which it is realfy 
worth,” said Mertoun. “ Those who, like Magnpi Troil, possess 
so much of the animal impulse about them, as to derive pleasure 
from sensual gratfiflcation, may perhaps, like the animals, feel 
pleasure in mere existence.” 

Mordaunt •liked neither the doctrine nor the eiamfde. He 
thought a man who discha^;ged his duties towards others as wdl 
as the good old Udaller, had a better right to have the sun shine 
fair on his setting, than that which he might derive Jfiwm mere 
insensibility. Butiiie let the subject drop; for to dispute with 
his father, had dlways the effect of irritat^ him; and again he 
adverted to the condition of the wreck. ^ 

Jfhe hulk, for it was little better, was now in {he veiy midst 
vf the current, and drifting at a great rate towards the foot of 
the precipice, upon whom verge they ^ere placed. Yet it lm 
a Idttg while ere |hey had a distinct view of the object which 
they had at first sees as a black ipedk amongst the waten, and 
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tA ft nearar distance, like a vhale, which now scarce shows 
its hack-fin abore the wares, now throws to view its, large black 
aide. Now, however, they could more distinctly observe the 
aj^l^cranod the ship, for the huge swelling waves which bore 
h^rorward to the shore, heaved her alternately high uj^n the 
surface, and then j)langed her into the trough or fhnbw of the 
sea. She seemed a vei^ of two or thr^ hundred tons, fitted 
up for defence, for they could see her port-holes. She had been 
dismasted 2 m>bably in the ^e of preceding day, and lay 
water-logged on the waves, a prey^to their violence It appeared 
oertiun, that the crew, findmg themselves unab^ either to direct 
‘the^ve^’s course, or to jelieve her by pumping, had taken to 
their boats, and left her to^er fate. All apprehensions were 
therefo^ unnecessary* so far as the imfliediate loss of human 
lives was concerned; and yet it was mot without a feeling of 
breathless awe that Mordaunt and his father beheld the vessel 
—^that rare masterpiece by which human genius aspires to sur¬ 
mount the waves, and contend with«the windil—upon the point 
of falling a prey to them. • • 

Onward she came, the large black hulk seeming larger at 
every iafhom’s length. She came nearer, until she bestrode 
the sumimt of one tremendous billow* which rolled on with her 
unbroken, till the wave and its burden were precipitated a|^ainst 
^ the rod^ and then the triumph of the elements ovtf ttib work of 
hunum hands was at once completed. One wave, we hawet said, 
made the wrecked vessel completely maniiest in whole bulk, 
as it raised her and bore her onward against^thc fhce of the 
precipice. But when that wave receded •from the foot of the 
rock, the ship had ceased to exist; and the retiring billow only 
bore l»ck*a qfUantity of beams, phu^, casks, and similar objects, 
which swept out to the be brought in again by the 

next wave, and again precipitate upon the face of the rock. 

It Was at* this moment that Mordaunt conceived he saw a 
naan floating on a plank or water-caskf which, drifting away 
from the main current, seemed about to go ashore upon a 
small spot pf sand, wjiere the water was shallow, and the waves 
broke more smoothly. To see the danger, and to exclaim, " He 
fives, and may yet be saved I" was tl^e first impulse of the fetS&bm 
The next*wB8, after one rapid ^ance at the fiont 
of the cfifi^ to ptedpitate himself—such yeaned rapidity 

ef ius moveoient—the verge, and to com m ence, by i 
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of slight fissures, projeotioUB^ md crevices in the rook^ a desoentt 
‘wrhich, to a spectator, appea^W little else than mi act of absolute 
insanity. 

**Stop, I command you, rash boy!” said his father; “the 
atteiujpll is death. Stop, and take the safer {»th to the left” 
But Mordkunt was already completely engaged in his perilous 
enterpnse. * 

“ Why should I prevent him 1” said his father, checking his 
anxiety with the stem and^unfeelin^ philosophy whose principles 
he had adoptfd. “ Should be die now, ^1 of genWDus and 
high feeling, e^r in the cause of humanity, happy in the 
exertion of his own conscious activity, and youthfUl stpangtji— 
should he die now, will he not escape misanthropy, mid remorse, 
and age, and the conhciousness of decaying powers, Soth of 
body and mind 1—I will not look upon it, however—I will not 
—I cannot behold this young light so suddenly quenched.” 

He turned from the precipice accordingly, and hastening to 
the left for more* than a .quarter of a mile, he proceeded to¬ 
wards a Kva, or cleft in the Tock, containing a path, called 
Erick’s Steps, neither safe, indeed, nor easy, but the only one 
by which the inhabitants of Yarlshof were wont, for an^ purpose, 
to seek access to the foot Of the precipice. 

^ Buf long ere Mertoun had reached even the upper end of the 
pass, his kdvcuturous and active son had accompHshed |us more 
despeiv^te enterprise. He had been in vain turned aside from 
the direct line of descent, by the intervention of difficulties which 
he had not seen from above—his route becanle only more 
circuitous, but could fiot be intermpted. More than once, large 
ftf^gments to which he was about to entmst his weight, gave way 
before him, and*'thundered down into the tormented c^iean; and 
in one or two instances, such detached pieces of rock rushed after 
him, as if to bear him headlong in their course. A courageous 
heart, a steady eye, a tenacious hand, and a firm •foot, cftiTied 
him through his dmpeUte attempt; and in the space of seven 
minutes, he stood at the bottom of the diff, from the verge of 
wl^h he had adiieveH hie perilous descend , 

The place which he now occupied was the small projecting 
BpdiV stones, sand, and gravel, that extended a little way into 
the sea, which on the right hand lashed the very bottom k the 
prempiM, and on thejelt, was scarce divided fitm it a mndl 
wave-wom portion of l^imh that exuded as fiir as the toot 
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of.the mit in the rocks celled Erick's Steps, by which M(HrdeimV« 
iMer proposed to descend ^ 

When the yessd split and went to pieces, all was swal¬ 
lowed up* in the oqOan, which had, after the first shook, been 
se^ to fioat upon the waves, esAepting only a few {dhoes of 
wreok, casks, chee^, and the like, which a strong eddy; formed by 
the r^ux of the waves, had landed, or al least grounded, upon 
the shallow where Mordaunt now stood. Amongst these, his 
eager eye discovered the object that hsd at first engaged his 
attention, and which now, seen nigher distance prov^ to be 
in truth a man, and in a most precarious |tate. His arms 
* w^ stljl wrapt with a plose and convulsive* grasp round the 
plank to which he had clugg in the moment of the shook, but 
sense abd the power Of motion were fied ,^%and, foom the situatiou 
in which the plank lay, partly grounded upon the beaoh, partly 
floating in the sea, there was every chance that it might be again 
washed off shore, in which case death was inevitable. Just 
as he had made himself aware of th^se circumstances, Mordaunt 
beheld a huge wave advancing, and hastened to intei^iose his aid 
ere it burst, aware that the reflux might probably sweep away 
the sufrdbor. 


He rushed into the surf, and fastened on the body,,with the 
same tenacity, though under a diflferent impulse, with that%he^€- 
with thp hound seizes his prey. The strength ef iftie retiring 
wave proved even stronger than he ha^ expected, and* it was 
not without a struggle for bis own life, as well as for that of the 
stranger, that Mordaunt resisted being swept off with the reced¬ 
ing UUow, when, though an adroit swilnmer, me strength of 
the tide must eitW have dashed him against the rocks, or hur¬ 
ried him*oat to sea. He stood his ground, however, and ere 
another such billow had return^, he drew up, upon the small 
slip of dry sand, both the body of the strang^, and the plank 
t(rwliich he^ntinued firmly attached. But how to save and to 
recall the means of ebbing life and streni^th, wd how to remove 
into a place of greater safety the sufierer, Vho was incapable 
of ghring ^y assis^nce towards his o^ preservation, were 
^^uestions which Mordaunt asked himself eagerly, but in vain. 

He looked to the summit of the.diff on which he had Id&'his 


foxier, and rimuted him for his assistance; but his eye could 
not distingmaih his fom, and his vcdce wai^only answered hy the 
■cream of the sea birds. Hegazedagaufontbesufibrer. Adress 
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richly laced, according to the fashion of the times, fine linen, end 
rings upon his fingers, evii^ced he was a man of superior rank; 
and his features show^ youth and comeliness, noMthstanding 
they were pallid and disfigured. He still breathhd, hut so 
feebly^ that his respiration %as almost imperceptible, and life 
seemed td keep such slight hold otf his firapie, that there was 
ev^ reason to fear it would become altogether extingnisbed, 
unless it were speedily reinforced. To loosen the handkerchi^ 
from his neck, to raise bim with h&<&ce towards the breese, to 
support him with his arms, was all that Mordaunt could do for 
his* assistance, yhilst he anxiously looked for some one who^ 
might lend his aid in dragging the unfortunate to a more^e 
situation. 

At this moment kb beheld a man Advancing slowly and 
cautiously along the beaish. He was in hopes, at first, it was 
his father, but instantly recollected that he had not had time to 
come round by the circuitous descent, to which he must neces¬ 
sarily bare recoiirse, and ^‘besides, he saw that the man who 
approached him was shorter in fetature. 

As he came nearer, Mordaunt was at no loss to recognise the 
pedlar whom the day before he had met with at Harfr^ and who 
was kno^ to him before \3pon many occasions. He shouted as 
loud iiS be could, “ Bryce, hollo! Biyce, come hither 1” But 
the merchant* intent upon picking up some of the spoils of the , 
wreck|) and upon dragfing them out of reach of the tide, paid for 
some time little attention to his shouts. f* 

When he did at length approach Mordaunt, it wfis^ot to lend 
him his aid, but to 'demonstrate with him on his rashness in 
undertaking the charitable office. “ Are you mad V* said he; 
“you that hav^liverl sae long in Zetland, to risk^fcbe saving of 
a drowning man ? 'SVot ye not^ if you bring him to life again, he 
will be sure to do you some capital injury?*—Come, Master 
Mordaunt, bear a hand to what’s mair to the purpose. Hdlp me 
to get ane or twa of th^ lasts ashore before any body ^ comes, 
and we sh^ shaie, ^e good ChiistiaQS, what sends us, 
and be thankfuL” * c r < 

iif ordaunt was indeed no stranger to this inhuman superstition, 
dfrihnt at a former pmod n^mig the lower orders of the Zet- 
the more geo^rally adopted,'^perhaps, it served 
as an apology for reftie^ assistance to Ibe unibriunate victims 
** Note E. Ilahictaxice to save drowxiu^ nteo. 
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of ^pwreok, while they made plu&d^ of thmr gooda. At any 
la^ the opinion, that to sare a drowning man was to run the 
risk of lutftre iujuiy firom him, fonn^ a strange contradiction in 
the^lmraeter of thesa islanders; who, hospitaUe, generous, and 
disuherested, on all other occasions, %ere sometimes, nevertheless, 
induced by this s^rstition to refbse their md in those mortal 
emergmicies, whidi were so common upon tbeir rooky and stormy 
coasts. We are happy to add, that the exhortation and example 
of the proprietors have eradicated even^h® traces of this inhuman 
belief, of which there might be sonje obeyed withju the memory 
of th^ now alive. It is strange that the minds of men should 
Tiave eve^ been hardened towards those involvea in a distress to 
which they themselves were ^ constantly exposed ; but perhaps 
the hrecfuent sight add consciousness of Isu^ danger tends to 
blunt the feelings to its consequences, vhether affecting ourselves 
or others. 

Bryce was remarkably tenacious of this ancient belief; the 
more so, perhaps, that the mountings of his pack depended less 
upon the warehouses of Lerwick*or Kirkwall, than omthe conse* 
quences of such a north-western gale as that of the day preced¬ 
ing ; for %hich (being a man who, in his own way, professed 
great devotion) he seldom failed to express his grateM tj^anks to 
H^ven. It was indeed said of him, that if he had spent thg 
^eame tuqe in assisting the wrecked seamen, whicla he* had em¬ 
ployed in rifling their bales and boxes, he would havevsaved 
many lives, gnd lost much linen. He paid no sort of attention 
to the repeat^ entreaties of Mordaunt, although ha was now upon 
the same slip of sand with him. It was will known to Bryce as 
a place on which the eddy was likely to land such spoils as the 
ocean disj^rgcd; and to improve the favouraMe moment, he 
occupied himself exclusively in securing and appropriating what¬ 
ever seemed most portable, and of greatest v^ue. At length 
Mcwdsunt saw the honest pedlar fix his views upon a strong sea- 
dbeit, framed of some Indian wood, well secured by brass plates, 
and seeming to be of a foreign constructionr The stout lock 
resist^ all ^lyce's to open it, imtil, iHth great composure, 
he plucked from his pocket a very neat hammer and chisd, and 
beiJui forctng the hinges. ^ V* 

Incensed beyond patience at his assurance, Mordaunt caught 
iq> a woodeu sMcher vdiich lay near him, and laying his charge 
s^y on ^ sand, apimwched Bi 7 ce with a menasing gesture, 
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and exclaimed, '‘You oold-ldooded, inhuman rascal i either get 
up instantly and lend me your assistance to recover thie man and 
bear him dut of danger frmn the surf, or I will not cally beat you 
to a mummy on the spot, but inform Magnus Troll of vour 
thievery, that he may have jou flogged till your bones are “bare, 
and then banish you from the mainland I” 

The lid of the chest had just sprung open as this rough address 
saluted Bryce's ears, and the inside presented a tempting view of 
weanng apparel for sea and land; shirts, plain and with lace 
ruffles, a silver compass, a sil^-hilted sword, and other valuable 
articles, which the pedlar weU knew to be such as stir in the 
trade. He was Half-disposed to start-up, draw the swctrd, which 
was a cut-and-thrust, and “ darraifu battaile,” as Spenser says, 
rather than quit his prize, or brook inteiraptionu Being, though 
short, a stout square-mede personage, and not much past the 
prime of life, having besides the better weapon, he might have 
given Mordauut more trouble than his benevolent knight^rrantry 
deserved. • ^ 

Already; as with vehemence <he repeated his injunctions that 
Bryce should forbear his plunder, and come to the assistance of 
the dying man, the pedlar retorted with a voice oi' defiance, 
“ Duma swear, sir; dinua swear, sir—I will endure no swearing 
in m^ presence; and if you lay a finger on me, that am taking 
the lawful spoil of the Egyptians, 1 will give ye a lessoi^ ye shall 
reineivber from this (jay to Yule !” 

Mordaimt would speedily have put the pedlar's o(^rage to the 
test, but a voice behind him suddenly said, “ Forbeai-!" It was 
the voice of Noma of the Fitfiil Head, who, during the heat of 
their altercation, had approached them unobserved. “ Forbear I** 
she repeated; and, Biyoe, do thou render Mordatmt" the assist¬ 
ance he requires. It shall avfjl thee more, and it is I who say 
the word, than all that you could earn to-day besides.*’ 

“It is se'enteen hundred linen," said the pedlar, giving a 
tweak to one of the shirts, in that knowing maimer wi^ wMch 
matrons and judgbs ascerWn the texture of the loom “ it’s 
se^nteen hundred lihen, and as s^ng i|^ an it dowlas. 
I^vertheless, mother, your bidding is to be done; and I would 
haV/S done Mr. Mordannt's lidding too,” he added, relaxing from 
hi^ note of defiance into the defbrentifil wbiniog tone with wlmfli 
he Of^ded his cnstc^ers, “if he hadna made use of profhne 
oaths which 4 nade my veiy flesh grew, and canaed me, in some 
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Bort) to fcn^get myself.*’ He then took e from Ills poclo^, 
aod afiproa^ed the shipwrecked man. “ It's the best of brandy,” 
he 8a&; ** an^ if that doesna cure him, I ken nought that wilL" 
Bo saymg, he'^took a pnvlixninaiy gulp himself, as if to show the 
qnali^of the liquor, and was about to put it to the xnmi’s 
mouth, when, suddenly withholding his hand, he looked at 
You muiui4 me against all risk of evil from him, if 1 
am to render him my help t^Ye ken yoursell what folk say, 
mother.” 

For all other answer. Noma took the bottle from the pedlar's 
hand, and began to chafe the temples and throat of the ship; 
wfeok^ mtip .; direoting Mordaunt how to hold hih head, so as 
to affora him the means of aia|orging the sea-water which he 
had swalldWed during hi*# irom^ion, \ 

• The pedlar looked on inactive for a iqpmeut, and then said, 
To be sure there is not the same risk in helping him, now he is 
.out of the water, and lying high and dry on the b^h; and to be 
sure, the prinoip«d danger is to those whp first touch him; and, to 
•be sure, it is a Grid's pity to 6ee<,how these lings are pinching 
the puir creat)^^ swaUed fingers—they make his hand as blue 
as a partan’jk^k before boiling Bo saying, he seized one of 
the man’s<^tfd!d hands, which had just, iby a tremulous motion, 
indicai^f^the return of life, and began his charitable wdrl*^ of 
^e lings, which seemed to be of some valqis. • 
y^As you love your life forbear,” said Noma, sternly, *‘pr I 
, lay that cg;i you which shall spoil your travels through the 
isles.” o 

Now, for mercy’s sake, mother, say nae mair about it,” said 
the pedlar, ** and Ill e’en do your pleasure in your ain way ! 1 
did feel a rhlumatize in my b^k-spauld yestreen; and it wad be 
a sair thing for the like of me be debarred my quiet walk 
round the country in the way of trade—making the honest 
ftenuy, helping myself with what Providence sends on our 

eou^” ^ 

** Peace, then,” said woman—Peace, as thou wouldst not 

rue It j and tfke this num on thy l^oad shoulders. His life is of 
value, and you will be rewarded.” 

I had muckle need,” said the pedlar, pensively looking at 
lidless eheet, and the other matters which strewed the sand; **for 
he has oom^ b^ween me and as muclde spr^eh^e as wad hae 
made a man of me for the i^t of my life > and now |t maun lie 
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here till the next tide sweep it a* doon the Boost, alter them that 
aught it yesterday morning.” * 

Fear not,” said Notha, it will come to ma|i*s use. See, 
there come carrion-crows, of BC«at as kem as thine own.” 

She spoke truly; for several of the people from the hlifelet of 
Yarlshof were now hastening aloizg the be^h, to have their share 
in the spoil. ThG pedlar beheld them fipproach with a deep 
groan. “ Ay, ay,” he said, ** the folk of Yarlsho^ they will make 
clean wark; they are ^end for that far and wide; they winna 
leave the value of a rotten ratlin; and what’s waur, there isna ane 
p’ them bat mense or sense^eneugh to give thanks for the mercies 
when they ha^e gotten them. There is the auld Banzelman, Nbil 
Bonaldson, that canna walk a mile to hear the minister,%ut he 
will hirple ten if hf hears of a s(nip embayed.” • 

Noma, however, se^ed to possess over him so complete an 
ascendency, that he no longer hesitated to take the man, whq 
now gave strong symptoms of reviving existence, upon his 
shoulders; an^, assisted by Mordaunt, tmdged along the sea-' 
beach t^ith his burden, withQut farther remonstrance. £he b^ 
was home off, the strmiger pointed to the chest, and attempted 
to muttor something, to which Noma replied, *^£nough. It 
shall he secured.” « 

^(fVancing towards the passage called Erick’s Steps, by which 
‘ they were to ascend the cliffs, they met the people from Yarlshof 
basoning m the opposite direction. Man and woman, as they 
passed, reverently made room for Noma, and sa^pted her—not 
without an expression of fear upon some of their faces. She 
passed them a few 4 )aces, and then turning back, called aloud to 
the Ranzelman, wbo (though the practice was more common than 
legal) was attending the rest of the hamlet upomthls plundering 
expedition. **Neil Bonaldson,” she said, “mark my words. 
There stands yonder a chest, from which the lid has been just 
prized off I<ook it be brought down to your own dhouse at Yarls¬ 
hof, just as it now is.^ Beware of moving or tou<dung the slightest 
article. He were better in his grave, that so niu^ as looks at 
the contents. I speak not for nought, nor in aught will I be 
disobeyed.” ^ * 

Your pleasure sbaU be done, mother,” said Bonaldson. ** I 
wltont we will not |ifiaifbulk, since sic is your bidding.” 

Far behind the rdi of the viHagers fallowed an old woman, 
talking to herself, wd nursing her own decr^ntude, which k^t 
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thdpttrty, prasMngforwaixi'with all her ought 
ho get to fUmt of the spoil. 

When the7 J3)9twh«^» Hordaont -was asttihished to reoogidse his 
&ther*8 ^ hoQ«ek6^}er. ** How now,** he aaidi ** Swert^ what 
make jm so fax £rom home !** • 

** Just e^en daikering out to look after my auld master and>your 
honour/* readied Swertha, who felt like a orimidal caught in the 
manner; for on more occasions than one, Mr. Mertoun had inti¬ 
mated his high disapprobation o^such excursions as she was at 
present engaged in. 

But Mordaunt was too much engag^ with his own thoughts 
to t&e much, notice of her delinquency. “ Have ^ou seen my 
father I'^he stud. , 

“ And thfib I have,” repMed S^ertha—“ Thp gude gentleman 
was ganging to hirsel himsell doun Bricky Steps, wbilk would 
have been the ending of him, that is in no way a cragsman. Sae 
I^e’en gat him ■wiled away hame—and I was just seeking you 
that you may gang after him to the hall-house, for, ta my thought, 
be is far frae weeL” • „ 

“ My father unwell?” said Mordaunt, remembering the faint¬ 
ness he had Exhibited at the commencement of that morning’s 
walk. • 

** Far firae wed—fer frae wed,” groaned out Swertha, wiil^ 
pilpous sha^p of the head—“white o’ the gills—white si* the 
gills—and him to think of coming down the nva!” ^ 

“ Return hoiqp, Mordaunt," said Noma, wlfo was listening to 
what had passed! “ 1 will see all that is necessary done for 
this man’s relief, and you will find him at .the BaUxelman’s, 
when you list to inquire. You cannot help him more^han you 
already have done.” t 

Mordaunt fdt this was true, an(L commanding Swertha to 
follow him instantly, betook himself to the path homeward. 

^ Swertha hobbled rductantly after her young^master in the 
same direction, until she lost sight of him #n his entering the 
ddt 0 ^ the rock; then instant^ turned about; muttering to 
hemelf, ** Hastp home, good sooth ?—haste home, and lose 
die best chance of getti^ a new rokelay and owerlay that 1 
have had these ten years ? by my orartie, na—It’s seldom sic riohr* 
go4sends come on oor shore—no dn» the Jenny and James 
0 Bsab adtore in King (Mrlie’s tima” , 

So saying, she maided be^ pa(% as well* as she could, and a 
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willing nund makiiig aroendB for &aU Umb^ ported m vi^ 
wonderiiil despatch to put in for share of the She 

eoon reached the beach, where the Ranzelioan,»etqffi^ hla own 
pouchee ail the while, waa exhorting the rest to part things 
iaiTy and be n^ghbouily, and to give to the auld and^elplese a 
shaw of what was going, which, he charitably remarked, would 
bring a blessing on the shore, and seSid them **mair wrecks 
ere winter,*' * 

* Not* O. Mafr wreoki era winter. 


, OHAPTBEt EiaHTH, 

E3 was a lovely youth I guess; 

The panther m the wildeniess 
Was not so fair as he. 

And when he chose to sport and play, 

No dolphin ever was so gay 
Upon the tropic sea 

Wordsworth. 

41 

Thb light foot of Mprdaunt Mertoun was not long of bearing 
l\inp to Yarlshof. He entered the bouse hastily, fbr what he 
lumspif had observed that morning corresponded in some de^ee 
with the ideas which Swertha's was calculated to excite. 
He found his father, however, in the inner apartment, reposing 
himself after his fatigue; and his first ques^ioea satisfied him 
that the good dapae had practised a little imposition to get rid 
of them both. 

Where f. is this dying man, whom yo» h&ve so wisely 
ventured your own neck to relieve 1” said the ^er Mertoun to 
the younger. 

“ Koma, sir," replied Mordaunt, “ has taken him sindar her 
charge; she understands such matteiB." 

“ And is quack as well as witch 1" said the ^der Mertoun. 
“ With all my heart—it is a trouble saved. But I hasted 
nome, on Swertha’s hint, to look out iur lint ana bandages; for 
speech was of broken bones.” 

^ Mordaunt kept silendb, well knowing Ma fiither would not 
persevere in his inquiries upon such a -matter, and not w^ing 
either to prqjudide the old govsnmte, or to ex^ bis &thsr to 
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one of t^iose oxoesMa of pasBicm i&to iriuoh he wm to bnist^ 
when, contnay to hk wont, he thought proper to ooiTMt the 
conduct of hk dpmestia 

It wiu late in the day ere old Swertha returned hear 
eicpediti^ heartily fatigued, and bearing with her a bundle of 
some bull^ containiiig, it would seem, W share of the apoil. 
Mordaunt instantly s^ht her out, to charge her with the de¬ 
ceits she had practised on both his father and himself; but the 
accused matron lacked not her reply. j 

“ By her troth,” she said, she thought it was time to bid 
Mr. Mertoim gang hame and get bandages, when she had seen, 
with* her ain ,twa een, Mordanpt ganging down the^diff like a 
wild-cat-^it was to be thought br^keu bones would be the end, 
and lucky if'bandages wad» do any good;—a$id, by her troth, 
s|)e might weel tell Mordaunt hk lather was puirly, and him 
lining sae white in the gills (whilk, she wad upon it, was 
tl^e very word she used), and it 'vras a thing that oouldna be 
denied by man at thk very moment.” ^ 

o“But, Swertha,” said Mordaunt, .as soon as her damozous 
defence gave him time to speak m reply, how came you, that 
should have b^u busy with your housewifery and your spinning, 
to be out thk morning at Erick’s Steps, in> order to take all thk 
unnecessary care of my father and me i —And what k in ihnt 
buipile, Swe^hal for I fear, Swertha, you have be^n trans¬ 
gressing the law, and have been out upon the wrecking systeuL” 

** Fair fa’ youg sonsy face, and the blessing*of Saint Bonald 
upon you!” said Swertha, in a tone betwixt coaxing and Jesting; 

would you keep a puir body Ihm mending^ hersell, lae 
muckle gear lying on the loose sand for the lifting?—-Hout, 
Makter Mordalmk, a ship ashore k a sight to wile the minkter 
out of hk very pulpit in the middle^ of hk preaching, muckle 
mair a puir aidd ignorant wife liae her rock and her tow. And 
UMe |iid 1 get fet my day’s wark—just some o* cambric 
thingt, and a bit or twa of coorse ckdth, ahd dc like—the strmig 
and the hearty get a’ thing in thk warld.’' 

^‘Yes, Swertjia,” repli^ Mertoun, *'and that k rather hard, 
as you must have your snake of punkhment in thk world and 
the next, for robbiiig the poor mariners.” f 

** CsBscnt, wha wad punjsh an*auld wife like me for a 
wjheen dndsl^Folle speak mudkle black ill of Karl Psetrick; 
but he was a free&d to s^ore, and made wise lawy against 
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ony body hoping veiseUi that were like to gaog oa the bpakein.^ 
—And the mariners, X have besjxi Biyce Tagger say, lose 
their right frae the ‘lime keel touches sand; and, moreover, 
they are dead and gane, poor souls—dead an^ gane^^d care 
Httle about warld’s wealth now—Nay, nae mair than the great 
Yarlu and Searkings, in the Norse days, did about the treasures 
that they buried in the tombs and a^nlchres auld langsyne. 
Did I ever tell you the sang, Maist^ Mordaunt, how Olaf 
Tiyguasson garrid hide five gold crouns in the same grave 
with him V* 

“ No, ^wertha,” said l^ordaunt, who took pleasure in torment¬ 
ing the cmfhing old plunderer-—“ you never told pae ; but 
I tell you, that the stranger^wnom Noma has taken down to 
the town, wQl be well enough to-morrow, to where you 
have hidden the goods that you have stolen from the wreck.” * 
“But wha will tell him a word about it, hinnief” said 
Swertha, looking slyly up in her young master's face—“ The 
mair by token, since^l maun tell ye, that 1 have a bonny 
remnant of silk amang thedave, that will make a dainty waist¬ 
coat to yourseU, the first merry-making ye gang to.” 

Mordaunt could no longer forbear laughing ^ the cunning 
with which the old dome proposed to bribe off his evidence by 
imilhrting a portion of her plunder; and, desiring her to get 
ready wJjjat provision she had made for dinner, hf TeturDe4 to 
h^ father, whom he found still sitting in the same place, and 
nearly in the same posture, in which he had left him. 

When their hasty and frugal meal was finiohed, Mordaunt 
announced to hiscfather his purpose of going down to the town, 
or hamlet, to look after the shipwrecked sailor. 

The elder Mertoun assented with a nod. * 

“ He must be ill accommodated there, sir,” added his son—a 
hint which only produced another nod of assent. “ He seemed, 
from his appearance,” pursued Mordaunt, “ tw be of *veiy good 
rank—and admitting these poor people do thdor best to re^ve 
him, in his pi^sait weak state, yet”—— 

“ I know what you would say,” sa^ his intfarapting 

Mm ; “ we, you think, ought to do simiething toMids assis^iig 
4iim. Go to him, —if he lacks mon^, let Ipm name ^ 
man, and he shall hav^it; but, fim^lodging ^ irtxanger her^ 
and holding m^rcouroe with h^ I neither dsn nor will do 
^ • * This wss nuoaSy true. 



THE FiRATB. 

• 

£ Yetii<ed to fiutheat extrenaty of ike British Islos^ to 
«Toi4 zioyr friends, and new fruses, and none such shall intrude 
on me either th<dr happiness or their miadfy. When you have 
known t||g world half a score of years longer, your early firiends 
will hav^^ven you reason to reznemberdihem, and to avoid new 
ones for the rest of your life. Go then—why do you stop 1— 
rid riie country of the %[ian—let me see no ond a^ut me but 
those vulgar countenances, the extent and character of whose 
petty knavery I know, and carv submit to,^as to an evil too 
trifling to cause mitation.” He thea| threw his purse to his 
son, and signed to him to depart with all speed. 

liforda^t was not long before he reached the ^lage. In 
the dark abode of Neil Ronaloso^ the Ranrelman, he found 
the stranger*B6ated by the peat-fire, upon the w^y chest which 
h||d excit«l the cupidity of the devout Bjyce SnaiMoot, the 
pedlar. The Banzebnau himself was absent, dividing, with all 
dup imparriality, the spoils of tho wrecked vessel amongst the 
natives of the community; listening to,and redressing their 
complaints of inequality; and (if th^ matter in hand h^ not 
be^, frx)m begin^g to end, utterly uigust aud mdefensible) 
discharging th^ part of a wise and prudent magistrate, in all 
the details. For at this time, and probably until a much later 
period, the lower orders of the islanders entertained an opiniSos, 
oonynon to barbarians also in the same situation, that \^atever 
was cast on their shores became their indisputable property. ^ 
Margery Bimj^ter, the worthy spouse of \he Bimzelman, 
was in the chargePof the house, and introduced Slordaunt to 
her guest, saying, with no great ceremony, ** This is the young 
tacksman—^You will maybe tell him your name, though you 
will not tell vs. If it had not b^ for his four quarters, 
it’s but little you would have said to opybody, sae lang as life 
lasted.*’ ** 

The ^stftmger arose, and shook Mordaunt by the hand, 
observing, understood that he had been thw means of saving 
his 1I& and hu chest *^The rest of the propeHy,*' he said, 
'^is, I see, walking the idank; for th^ arer as busy as riie 
devB in a gals of wind.** 

**And wl^at was the use of your seamanship, then,** said||k 
pm. eouldnwkeep oflf tfa^ Sumburgh Head f It 
wmdd khve heen lang ere Sumbu^h Head hadrame to you.** 
’^Iisave tp frhr a moment; go^ Maigei^ Bimbist^,** said 
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Mordaunt; wish to have some |)rivate coiiTena^qi^ with 
this g«ntlemaii.” 

“Gentleman!” said Margeiy, with m emyiiasis; “not bttt *, 
the man ie well enough to look at/’ she added, again jiaire^yin^ 
him, “but I doubt ^ there is muckle of 'gentleman 
about him.” * 

Mordaunt looked at the stranger, knd was of a differcmt 
opinion. He was rather above the middle sise, and formed 
handsomely as wcp fis strongly Mordaunt’s int^coune with 
society was not extensive; but be thought his new acquaint¬ 
ance, to a bold sunburnt handsome countenance, which seemed 
to have faced various climates, added the fr%nk^and*open 
manners of a sailor. He ^answered oheeifully the inquiries 
which Mordaunli made after his lK$alth, and maSitained that 
one night’s rest wq^ld relieve him from all the effects of the 
disaster he had sustained. But he spoke with bitterness of ihe 
avarice and curiosity of the Kanzelman and his spouse. « 
“That chaptering .old woman,” said the stranger, “has per¬ 
secuted me the whole day*for the name of the ship. I tlink 
she might be contented with the share she has h^ of it. 1 
was the principal owner of the vessel that was 9oet yonder, and 
they have left me nothing but my wearing apparel. Is there 
nc* magistrate, or justice of the peace, in this wild oountiy, that 
would Ipnd a hand to help one when he is among f;he break^ 1” 
Mordaunt optioned Magnus Trod, the principal proprietor, 
as well as the Fowd, or provincial judge, of district, as the 
person from whom he was most likely to cbtaitn redrees; and 
regretted that bis own youth, and his father’s situation as a 
retired stranger, shauld put it out of their power to afford him 
the protection he requirei *> ’ 

“ Nay, for your part, you have done enough,” laid the sailor; 

“ but if I had five out of the forty brave fellows that are fishes’ 
food by this time, the devd a man would Inask to^o me the 
right that I couM do for myself i” 

“ Forty hahdi 1” said Mordaunt; “ you were well maimed for 
the siae of tiie ship.” , 

» “ Not so wdl as we needed to be.^ We mounted ten guns, 

tubesides chasers) but our crtisBe on the main had thinned us of 
men, mid lumhc^ ns^q) with goods. Six of our guns were hi 
l)flllasb—Hands J if 1 had had enough of hands, we wouki hover 
have mitjcarried so infernally. The people were knocked npwlth 
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working the pumps, and so took to their boats, and left mo 
witli the vessel, to sink or swim. But the dogs had their pay, 
and 1 can affo|d to pardon them—ThU boats swamped in the 
eurrent—sdl were lost—and hrare am I.*’ 

** had come north about thenf from the West Indietfl’* 
said Mordaunt • * 

** Aj, ay; the va^ was the Gk)Od Hope df Bristol, a letter 
of marque. She had fine luck down on the Spanish main, both 
with commerce and privateeripg, but thq luck’s ended with her 
now. My name is Clement Cleveland, captain, and ^art owner, 
as I said before—I am a Bristol man bom—my father was well 
known on the Tqllseil—old Clem Cleveland of* the College 
Green.' * 

Mordauat had no righ1»to in<^iire fartherjkand yet it seemed 
to him as if his own mind was but half satisfied. There was 
an affectation of bluntness, a sort of defiance, in the manner of 
tTie stranger, for which circumstances afforded no occasion. 
Captain Cleveland had suffered ipjustioe^firom the islanders, but 
f^om Mordaunt he had only recei){ed kmdness and protection; 
yet he seemed as if he involved all the neighbourhood in the 
wrongs he c«nplained of. Mordaunt looked down and was 
silent, doubtiT^ whether it would be better to take his leave, 
or to proceed farther in his offers of assistance. Clevefcnd 
seemed to guess at his thoughts, for he immediately ^ded, in 
a fkmciliating manner,—I am a plain man, Master Mertqpn, 
for that 1 understand is your name ; and 1 am a ruined man to 
boot, and that dees not mend one’s good manners. But you 
have done a kind and friendly part by me, and it may bo I think 
os much of it as if 1 thanked you more. And so before I leave 
this place, I’li gwre you my fowling-piece; she will put a hundred 
swan-shot through a Dutchman’s capiat eigh^ paces—she will 
carry ball too—I have hit a wild bull withifi a hundred and 
fifty yards—^but J have two pieces that are as good, or better, 
BO you may keep this for my sake.” • 

** That would he to take my share of the wreck,” answered 
Mordaimt, laughing. 

No such li^tter,” soM Clevdand, undoing a case which con¬ 
tained sevtinl guns and pistols,—you see I have saved m3P*‘ 
private arm-diiest, as welJUas my dothes—that the tall old 
wcmiaii in the cWk ligg^ug managed for me. And, between 
ouiselTee, it is worth all I have lost; for,’; he added^ lowering 
TOL. xm. s 
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hiB voice, and looking round, when I speak of being ruined in 
the hear^ of these laud^harks, 1 do not mean ruined Stock 
and block No, here la something viU do more«than shoot sea- 
fowL” So saying, he pulled out a great ammunition-poucb 
marked Smmrshot, and lihowed Mordaunt, hastily, thal*it was 
full of Spanish pistoles and Po/tagues (as the broad Portugal 
pieces were their called). *‘No, no,” bemadded, with a smile, 
** I have ballast enough to trim the vessel again; and now, wiU 
you take the piece ?” • 

“ Since you are Willmg to give it me,” said Mordaunt, laugh¬ 
ing, with all my heart. I was just going to ask you, in my 
father’s narfie,” he added, showing his purse, “ whether you 
wanted any of that same ballast * . • 

“ Thanks, but you see I am*' provh^d—^take my 0^1 acquaint¬ 
ance, and may she serve you as well as she has served me; but 
you will never make ko good a voyage with her. You can shoot^ 
IsupiKisel” 

“ Tolerably x ell,” said Mordaunt, admiring the piece, whidh 
was a Jl)eautiful Spanfsh-barrel gun, inlaid with gold, small in 
the bore, and of unusual length, such as is chiefly used for shooV 
ing sea-fowl, and for ball practice. • 

** With slugs,” continued the donor, “ never gun shot closer; 
au(kwith single ball, you may kill a seal two hundred yards at 
sea feom the top of the highest peak of this iron-bound coast of 
yours, ^ut 1 tell you again that the old rattler Vill neverMo 
yoh the service she has done me.” 

“ I shall not use her so dexterously, perhap|,*^d Mordaunt. 
“ Umph !—perhaps not,” replied Cleveland, “out that is not 
the question. What say you to shooting the man at the wheel, 
just as we (im aboard of a Spaniard ? So thp Don was taken 
aback, and we laid him athwart the hawse, and carried her cutlass 
in hand; and worth the ^hile she was—stont brigantine—£1 
Santo Francisoo—bound for Porto Bello, with gold and n^oes. 
That little bit of Ipid was worth twenty thousand pistoles.” 

“ 1 have shot at no such game as yet,” smd Mordaunt 
“ Well, all in good time; we cannot weigh till the tide makes. 
But you are a tight, handsome, active^^^oung man. What is to 
^^'^ou to take a trip after some of this stuff?” laying his hand 
bn the bag of gold. ® , 

“ My father tdks my travelli^ soon,” relied Mordsimt, 
who, bom to hold jqen-of-wars-men in great resp^, felt flattered 
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bgr this inyilAtioQ from one who a{^)6ared a thoroughbred 
seahianu 

** I respect him for the thought/' eaM the Oaptaiif; “ and 1 
will Tiait bim»f)efoie 1 weigh an^or. I have a consort ofif these 
island^^and be cureed to her. She'll •find me out somewhere, ^ 
though she part^ company m,the bit of a squall, unless she is 
gone to Davy Jones t%o.—Well, she was bettito found than wo, 
and not so d^p loaded—she must have weathered it Well 
have a hammock slung for ypu aboard,/md make a sailor and 
a man of you in the same trip.” 

“ I should like it well enough,” slid Mordaunt, who eagerly 
longed to see more of the world than his lonely situation had 
hithert<f permitted, “ but the!i my father must decide." 

“Your father? poohf”#8aid Ciaptain Cleveland;—“but you 
are very right,” he added, checking himself; “ Gad, I have lived 
%o long at sea, that 1 cannot think anybody has a nght to 
^hink except the captain and the master. But you are very 
nght I will go up to the old gentleman this instant, and 
speak to him myself. He livw^in tfiat handsome, ^odem- 
lookmg buildmg, I suppose, that I see a quarter of a mile ofF?” 

“ In that old half-ruined house,” said Mordaunt, “ he does in¬ 
deed live ’ but he will see no visitore.” • 

“ Then you must drive the point yourself, for I can't stljjr m 
this latitude. Since your father is no magistrate, I mustgo to 
scfe this samh Magnus—how call you him 1—who is not justice 
of peace, hut something else that will do the turn us well. 
These fellows,liare got two or three things that I UkUst and 
will have bade—let them keep the rest, and.be d—d to them. 
WiU you give me a letter to him, just by way of commission V’ 
“It is scarcevieedful,” said Mordaunt. “It is*enough that 
you are shipwrecked, and need his help j—bqt yet I may as 
well furnish you with a letter of intr^uction.” 

“ said the sailor, producing a wnting-^ase from his 

chest, “ are your writing-tools.—Meantime, gmee bulk has been 
broken, I will nail down the hatches, and make sure of the 
cajgo.” 

While MoiHaunt, adikirdingly, was engaged in writing to 
Magnus Troll a letter, setting forth the circumstances in whicib 
Ua^nin Oleveland had 1^^ thrown* upon their coast, the 
Captain, having first selected and laid a^ some wearing 
apparel and Aocessaries enough to fill a kqapsadc, to<^ in hand 



100 WAVERLEY NOVELS. 

i 


hammer and nailii, employed hunself in securing the lid cf his 
sea-chest, by fastening it down in a workman-like manner, and 
then added the corroborating security of a co^rd, twisted and 


knotted with nautical dextenty. “ I leave this in your^harge.” 
he said, “ all except this/*’ showing the bag of gold, ** and th^e,” 
pointing to a cutlass and pistols^ which may prevent aU farther 
nsk of my partidg company with my Poftagues?’ 

“You will find no occasion for weapons in this country, Ca|>- 


tain Cleveland,” replied Mordaimt; “ a child might travel with 
a jiurse of gold from Sumburgh Head to tbe Soaw of TTnst, and 
no soul would injure him.” 

“ And thftt’s pretty boldly 8ai4, young gentleman, c(^nsideKng 
what is gomg on without doo^ at this moment,” 

“Oh,” replied Mordaunt, a^little'^ebnfused, “whfJt comes on 


land with the tide,^ they reckon their lawful property Oi\e 
would think they had studied under Sir ArthegjJ, who pi;o- 


nounces— 

‘ For w^Tial nght in equal tbingfl doth stand, 

And what the mighty sea hath once possess'd, 

^ And plucked quite from all possessors’ hands, 

Or else by wrecks that wretches have distress’d. 

He may dispose, by his resistless might, * 

As things random left, to whom he list.’ ” * 

shall think the better of plays and ballads as long as I 
live, for ^these very words,” said Captain Cievelaitd, “ and yet 
f l»ave loved them well enough in my day. But this is good 
doctnne, and more men than one may tnm the^ sails to such a 
breeze. What the sea sends is ours, that’s sufe enough. How¬ 
ever, in case that your good folks should think the land as well 
as sea may present them with waafis and strays, I wiU make 
bold to take my cutlass and pistols —Will you diuse my chost 
to be secured in your owi^house till you hear from me, and use 
your influence to procure me a guide to show me the way, and 
to cany my kit ?” » 

“ Will you go hj sea or land I” said Mordaunt, in reply. 

“ By sea!” declaimed Cleveland, “ What—in one of these 
cockleshells, and a cracked cockleshell to boot 1 ^ No, no—^land, 
land, unless I knew my crew, my veas^ and my voyage.” 

They ported accordingly, Captain Clev^and bdng supplied 
with a guide to conduSt him to Bnrgh Westia, and his chest 
hdhg carefully rioted to the mansion-house at Ifailshof 

, * (!3|MiAer*s Famit Qwhu, Book Iv. Canto vt] 
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. OHAPTEB KINT¥. 

Til^ is a gsntle trader, and a pmd«it. 

He’s no Autoljcns, to blear yofr eye 
With quips of worldlytgands and gamesomenesi; 
Bntlleasoii^all his glittering merchandute 
With wholesome doctrines suited to the use. 

As men sauce goose with sage and rosemary. 

• • • , Old Plat. 

On the subsequent morning, Mordaunl, in answer to Ifis father’s 
inqftiries^ began to give him some iiccount of the Shipwrecked 
mariner, whom he had rescued*from the waves. But he had not 
proceeded itr m recapitulaiing t]^e particulari which Cleveland 
Jad communicated, when Mr. Mertoun’s looks became disturbed 
—he arose hastily, and, after pacing twice or thrice across the 
rMm, he retired into the inner chamber to which he usually con¬ 
ned himself while under the influence ^of his mental malady. 
Iji the evening he re-appeared, without any traces of J^is dis¬ 
order, but it may be easily supposed that his son avoided re¬ 
curring to thessubject which hii affected him. 

Mordaunt Mertoun was thus left without assistance, to form 
at his leisure his own opinion respecting the new acquaintince 
which the sea had sent him, and, upon the whole, he^wafchim- 
seff surprised to And the result less favourable to the strainer 
than he could ■vjell account for. There seemdd to Mordaunt to 
be a sort of repelhng influence about the man. True, Se was a 
handsome man, of a frank and prepossessing maniiOT, but there 
was an assumption of superiority about him which Mordaunt did 
not quite so tbush like. Although he was so keen«a sportsman 
as to be debghted with his acquisition of the Spanish-barrelled 
gun, and accordingly mounted and ^smountdd it with great 
interest, flaying ihe utmost attention to the most minute parts 
abhui the lock and ornaments, yet he was, lipon the whole, in¬ 
clined to have some scruples about the mode in which he had 
acquired it. 

** I should not have a8cepted it,” he thought; perhaps Cap¬ 
tain Cleveland might give it me as a sort of payment for th%-^ 
trifling service I did him ; land yet it ^uld have been churlish 
to refhse it in the way it was offered. 1 wish he had looked 
more like a man whom one would have chofen to be obliged ta” 
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But a succesflftil day^s shootic^ recondled him to Ms gup, and 
he became assured, like most young sportsmen in similar oiroum> 
stances, that all othe/^ pieces were but pop-gum in comparison. 
But then, to be doomed to shoot gulls and s^ls trhen t^pre woto 
F renchmen and Spaniards to be come at—when there were ships 
to be boarded, and steersmen to be marked off, seemed but a 
(lull and contecdptible destiny. His 6ai!her mentioned his 
leaving these islands, and no other mode of occupation occurred 
to his inexperience,sa^i^e that of^the sea, with which he had been 
conversant from his inTaiyjy. His ambition had formerly aimed 
no higher than at sharing the fatigues and dangers of a Green¬ 
land fishinl' expedition ; for it was in that sc^ne tha| the 'Zet- 
laiiders laid most of their pprilods adventures. But war was 
again raging, the>^^8toTy of Sir Francis Drake, CaptiUn Morgan, 
and other bold adventurers, an account of whose exploits he hi^ 
purchased from Bryce Snailsfoot, had made much impression pn 
his mind, and the offer of Captain Cleveland to take him to sea 
frequently rectrrred to^him, although the pleasure of such a pro¬ 
ject was somewhat damped by a doubt, whether, m the lorg 
run, he should not find many objections to his proposed com- 
inander. Thus much he alre^y saw, that he wia opinionative, 
and might probably prove arbitrary, and that, since even kmd- 
ne«^ was mingled with an assumption of superiority, his occa¬ 
sional djspleasure might contain a great deal moi;e of that jlis- 
agreeable ingredient than could be palatable to those who sailed 
under him. And yet, after counting all risks, fould his father's 
consent but be obtained, with what pleasure, •he Ahought, would 
he embark in quest of new scenes and strange adventures, in 
which he proposed to himself to achieve such deeds as shcmld 
be the thene of many a tale to the lovely sisters of Burgh 
Westra—stales at which l^inna should weep and Brenda should 
smile, and both should marvel! And this was to be the re¬ 
ward of his labours and his dangers ; for the kearth oT Magnus 
Troil had a magnetic influence over his thoughts, and however 
they might traveise amid his day'-dreams, it was the point where 
they finally settled. 

« There were times when Mordaunt hiought ci mentioning to 
^this father the eonTersation he had hdd with Captain Clevel^, 
a&d tjie seaman’s prOj^l to hinr; but the very sh<»t and 
general account which be had given of that person’s history, 
upon the morning afier bis departure from tlr^ hamlet, had pro^ 
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dao^ a sinister effect on Mr. Mertoun*s mind, and discourse 
him from speaking farther on any sulnect connected with it 
It would be tiftie enoogh, he thought, toinention Captain Cleve¬ 
land's ^^roposftl irhen his consort should arrive, and when he 
should repeat his offer in a more fornftd manner; and these^be 
supposed eventf likelj veiy soon to happen. • 

But days grew to weeks, and weeks wele numbered into 
months, and he heard nothing from Cleveland; and only learned 
by an occasional visit from Bfyce Snailsfqpt, that the Captain 
was residing at Burgh Westra as on%of the family. ^Mordaunt 
was somewhat surprised at this, altnough the unlimited hosph 
taiity of>the islands, which M§gnu8-Troil, both from fortune and 
disposition, carried to the ufmost^^xtent, made it almost a matter 
of course fbat he should temain in the family until he disposed 
«of himself otherwise. Still it seemed st^nge he had not gone 
to some of the northern isles to inquire after his consort ; or 
that he did not rather choose to make Lerwick his r^idence, 
where fishmg vessels often brought nejms froill the coasts and 
forts of Scotland and Holland. «A.gain, why did he not send 
for the chest he had deposited at Yarlshof 1 and still farther, 
Mordaunt thought it would have been but polite if the stranger 
had sent him some sort of message in toleen of remembrance. 

These subjects of reflection were connected with anothe# still 
t^ore unpleasant, and more difficult to account for. •Uiftil the 
arrival of this person, scarce a week had passed without bringing 
him some kind greeting or token of recollection from Burgh 
Westra; and* pAtences were scarce ever wanting for maintain¬ 
ing a constant intercourse. Minna wanted the worils of a Norse 
ballad; or desired to have, for her various collections, feathers, 
or eggs, or slielll, or specimens of the rarer sear weeds ; or Brenda 
sent a riddle to be resolved, or a ^ng to be learned; or the 
honest old Udaller—in a rude manuscript, which might have 
plumed fbr an ancient Bunic inscription—sent his hearty greet- 
inga to his good young friend, with a pi^sent of something 
to make good cheer, and an earnest request he* would come to 
Burgh Westrsi as sooi^ and stay there arf long, as possible. 
These kindly tokens of remembrsiice were often sent by specud 
message; b^des which, there was nej^er a passenger or a titlr 
veller who crossed from t^e one mansion to the other who did 
not bring to Mordaunt some frigidly greeting from the Udaller 
and his finnily. Of late, this intercouise had become more and 
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more infrequent; and no messenger firom Burgh Weetra had 
visited Yarlshof for several weeks. Mordaunt both obs^ved 
and felt this alteratio£, and it dwelt on his ^ind while he 
questioned Bryce as closely as pride and prudence would jpermit, 
to'■ascertain, if possible/: the cause of the change, let he 
endeavoured to assume an indiderent air while he asked the 
yagger whether there were no news in th€?*coimtry. 

“ Great news,” the yagger replied; “ and a gey mony of them. 
That crackbrained carl^, the nev» factor, is for making a change 
in the hiamcvra and the l^spundti , * and our worthy Fowd, Mag¬ 
nus Trod,‘has sworn thaf, sooner than change them for the 
still-yard or fiught else, he'll fling Factor Yellowley from Brafisa 
Oraig,” ^ * *■ 

Is that all V* ^d Mordaunt, very little interested. 

“ All! and eneugh^ I think,” replied the pedlar, How are^ 
folks to buy and sell if the weights are changed on theml” 

“ Very true,” replied Mordaunt; “ but have you heard of no 
strange vessels oa the coast ?” 

“ Six^ Dutch doggers off ^Brassa; and, as I hear, a high? 
quartered galliot thing, with a gaff mainsail, lying in Scalloway 
Bay. She will be from Norway.” ^ 

“ No ships of war or sloops ?” 

“S^one,” replied the pedlar, since the Kite Tender sailed 
with the impress men. If it was His wiU, and om men were 
out of her, I wish the deep sea had her 1” 

‘‘Were there n'o news at Burgh Westra?—Were the family 

allweUr • * 

“A* weel, and weel to do—out-taken, it may be, sennetbing 
ower muckle dafiiug and laughing-—4ancmg ilk night, they say, 
wi' the stroDger captain that's living there-^him that was 
ashore on Somburgh Head the tother day^—^less daffiztg served 
him then.” * 

” Daffing 1 dancing every night 1” said Mordaunt, not parti¬ 
cularly well satisfl^—Whom does Captain Cleveland dance 
with 1" • 

“ Ony body he likes, I fancy,” said the yagger^ “ at onyrate, 
ha gars'a' ho^ yonder dance alter his fiddle. But 1 ken little 
^ut it, for 1 am no free in cimscience to look upon thae fling¬ 
ing fancies. Folk skoulQ mind thak^life is made but of rotten 
yam.” 

* Thes« are weights of Norwegian origin, stiff used in Zetiaad. 
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** I^hncy that it is to keep them in mind of that wholesome 
truth that you deal in such tender wares, Bryce," replied Mor- 
daunt, dissatisfied as well with the tenoi* of the reply as with 
the affe^j^ semples of the respondent. 

“ Th^s as muokle as to say, that I iftild hae minded you weCs 
a lEliuger and a fiddler youisell, Maister Mordaunt; hut l*am an 
auld man, and maun tlhburden my conscience. * But ye will bo 
for the dance, I sail warrant, that’s to be at Burgh Westra on 
John’s Even (Saunt John’s, aa the blinded preatures ca’ him), 
and nae doubt ye will be for some waildly braws—hose, waist¬ 
coats, or sic likel I hae pieces frae Flanders”—Witt that he 
placM hi| movable warehouse on the table, and began to un¬ 
lock it. • ^ 

Dance repeated Mordaunt—“ Dance on^t. John’s Even? 

-jWere you desired to bid me to it, Bryce 1" 

“ Na—but ye ken weel eneugh ye wad be welcome, bidden 
orjtto bidden. This captain—^how-ca’-ye-him—is to be skudler, 
as they ca’t—the first of the gang, like.” . • 

J‘The devil take him 1” said Mordaunt in impatient suiprise. 
A’ in gude time,” replied the yagger, “ hurry no man’s 
cattle—the dei^ will hae his due, I warrant ye, or it winna be 
for lack of seeking. But it’s true I’m telling you, for a' ye stare 
like a wild cat; and this same Captain—I wat-na-his-name^ 
bought ane of idle very waistcoats that 1 am ganging p) show 
ye—purple, wi’ a gowd binding, and bonnily broidered; and 
have a piece for^you, the neighbour of it, wi’ a green grund; 
and if ye meanato %treek yoursell up beside him, ye m e’en 
buy it, for it’s gowd that glances in the lasses’ een now-ardays. 
See—look till’t,” he added, displaying the pattern in various 
points of view ♦ “4ook till ti through the light, and till the light 
through it—teC the grain, and agcmist Jihe grain—^it shows ony 
gate—cam frae Antwerp a’ the gate—four dollars is the price, 
and yon saptain ^as sae weel pleased that he fiang down a 
twen^ shilling Jacobus, and bade me keep tbs change and be 
d—d!—poca* silly profane creature, I pity him.” ‘ 

Without inquiring whether the pedlar bestowed his ^com¬ 
passion on the worl^y im^ruden<% or the religious deficiencies 
of Captain Oevelan^ Mordaunt turned from him, folded his 
arms, and paced the apartment, muttemg to himself, **Not 
asked^A stranger to be king of the feast which he 

repeated so earnestly, Biyce caught a part of their^importb 
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As for asking, I am almaist bauld to say, that ye ^kiU be 
asked, Bfaister Mordajput.” 

“ Did they mention my name, then said Mordatint. 

^ I canua preceesely say that,” said Bryce Sdailsfo^; " but 
ye needna turn away four head sae sourly, like a sesdgh when 
he leaves the sljore; for, do y<fa see, I ^eard distinctly that a' 
the revellers about are to be there ; and is’t to be thought they 
would leave out you, an auld kend freend, and the lightest foot 
at sic frolics (Heaven send yoh^a better praise in His ain gude 
time I) that ever dang at a dddle-squeak between this and Uust t 
Sae I consyer ye altogether the same as invited—and ye had 
best provide yourself wi’ a wavtcoat, for brave and ^]^nak* will 
every man be that’s there—tihe Lord pity them !” 

He thus contihued to follow with his green glaten eyes the 
motions of young Mordaunt Mertoun, who was pacing the rocpa 
in a very pensive manner, which the yagger probably misinter¬ 
preted, as he thought, like Claudio, that if a man is sad, it mpst 
needs be because he lacks money. Bryce, therefore, after another 
pause* thus accosted him. Ye needna be sad about the matter, 
Maister Mordaunt; for although I got the just price of the article 
from the captain-man, yet I maun deal freendJy wi’ you, as a 
krad freend and cdstomer, and bring the price, as they say, 
vmhin your purse-mouth—or it’s the same to me to let it lie 
owe*!* till Martinmas, or e’en to Candlemas. I an? decent iiv the 
world, Maister Mordaunt—^forbid that I should burry ony body, 
fur mair a freend that has paid me siller aforor now. Or 1 
be content to swap the garment for the valufi its feathers or sear 
otters' skins, or ony kind of peltrie—nane kens better than yoiir- 
sell how to come by sic ware—and I am sure I hae furnished 
you wi’ thd primest o’ powder. I dlnna ken if I*tell’d ye it was 
out o’ the kist of Captaip Plunket, that perished on the Soaw of 
Unst, wi’ the armed brig Mary, sax years i!^ne. He was a prime 
fowler himself, and luck it was that the kiA came tishore dty, 
I sell that to nafie but gude marksmen. And so, I was saying, 
if ye had ony wares ye liked to coup* for the waistcoat, I wad 
be ready to truck wi’ you, for assui^l^y ye wjB be wanted at 
Burgh Westra on Saint John’s Even; and ye wadna like to look 
waur than the Oaptai|^—that wadna be setting.” 

I will he there, at least, whether liraiited or not,” ssdd Mor¬ 
daunt, stopping*8hoit in his walk, and taking the waistcoat-pieoe 
• • * ttarter. 
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hastily out of the pedWs hand; ** and, as yon say, will not dis¬ 
grace them.” • 

“Hand a cale—^hand a care, Maister^Mordaunt,” exclaimed 
the ped^; “ handle it as it were a bale of coarse wadniaal— 
ye‘U fray’t to bits —ye might weel eiaylny ware Is tender—^and 
ye’ll mind the pricse is four dollars—-Sad I put ye in my book 
for it r 

“ No,” said Mordaunt, hastily; and, taking out his purse, he 
flung down the money. • • • . 

“ Grace to ye to wear the garment,” said the joyops pedlar, 
“ and to me to guide the siller ; and protect us ^om earthly 
vanities and earthly covetousuei^; and send you the white linen 
raiment, whilk is mair to tie dgsired than the muslins, and 
cambrics, aAd lawns, and ^ka of this world ;'and send me the 
tailents which avail more than much fine Spanish gold, or Dutch 
dollars either—and—but God guide the oallant, what for is he 
wrapping the silk up that gate, like a wisp of h^ ?” 

At this moment, old Swertha, the housekeeper, entered, to 
whom, as if eager to get rid of the subject, Mordaunt thaew his 
purchase, with something like careless disdain; and, tolling her 
to put it asid®, snatched his gun, which stood in the comer, 
threw his shooting acxxiutrements abouf him, and, witimut 
noticing Bryce's attempt to enter into conversation upon Tihe 
“ hgaw sealskin, as saft as doe-leather,” wliich made the slin^ and 
cover of his fowling-piece, he left the apartment abruptly. • 

The yagger, with those green, goggling, and g|un descrying 
' kind of optics, whi^h we have already described, conllwiKxl gazing 
for an instant alter the customer, who treated bis wares with 
such irreverence. 

Swertha also Idoked after him with some surprise. * “ The cal- 
lanfs in a creel,” quoth she, • « 

“ In a creel 1” echoed the pedlar; “ he will be as wowf as ever 
hir father Vas. To guide in that gate a bar^in that cost him 
four dollars !—very, very Fiflsh, as the east45ountiy fisher-folk 
say.” 

“ Four dollar^ for that^reen rag!” said Swertha, catching at 
the words which the yagger had unwarily sufiered to escape— 
“ that waa a bargain iMeed I I wond^ n^ether he is the greater 
fule, (ft you ^e mair rogne, Snailsfoot.” 

“ 1 didna say H cost him precees^y four dollora,” said Snails¬ 
foot ; “ but if It had, the lad's sfileris his ain« I hope; and he Is 
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auld enough to make hie ain bargains. Mair by token the gades 
are weel worth the money, and mair.” 

Mair by token,” e&id Swertha, coolly, ** I "will see what his 
father thinlw about it.” • ^ 

* “ Ye’ll no be sae ill nathred, Mistress Swertha,” said the yagger; 
that Vill be but cauld thanks tfbr the bonny owerlay that 1 hae 
brought you a’ the way frae Lerwick.” * 

'' And a bonny price ye’ll be setting on’t,” said Swertha; for 
that’s the gate you{ gi>od deeds^ond ” 

“ Ye sail hae the of the price yoursell ; or it may lie 
ower till ye’re buying something for the house, or for your maa 
ter, and it can make a’ ae count.” 

“ Troth and that’s true, Br^jpe Sdaiisfoot; I am thinking well 
want some napery sune—for it’s no*to be thought l^e can spin, 
and the like, as if tljere was a mistress in the house; and sae 
make naue at hame.” ^ 

“ And that’s what I ca' walking by the word,” said the yagger. 
Go unto thoSe that J)uy and sellthere’s muckle profit m that 
text, t • ^ 

“ There’s a pleasure in dealing with a discreet mfHi, that can 
make profit of onything,” said Swertha; “and ifow that I take 
another look at that* daft caUant’s waistcoat-piece, I think it ut 
holestly worth four dollars.” 


CHAPTER TENTH. 

• • 

I kavB possessed the regulation of the weather and the distribtition of the 
seasona. The sun has lifLened to my dictates, and passed from tropic 
to tropic by my direction ; the clouds, at my command, have poured 
forth their waters * RAsklas. 

t 

Any sudden cfeuse for anadous and mortifyiiig reflection, which, 
in advanced age,* occasions sullen and pensive inactivity, stimu¬ 
lates youth to eager and active exertiofi; as if, lite the hurt deer, 
‘«they endeavoured to drown the pain of the shaft by the rapidity 
of motion. When Moldaunt caught up bis gun, and nish^ out 
of the house of Xarlsbof, he walked on with great activity over 
waste a]}d wild, without any determined purpose, except that of 
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escapuig, if possible, from the smart of his own imtation. His 
pride was effectually mortified by the rep<^ of the yagger, which 
coincided exactly with some doubts he had been led to entertain, 
by the^ng anH unkind silence of his friends at Bmgh Westra. 

If the fortunes of Csssar had doomed him, as the poet suggests, 
to have been ^ * , 

** But the best wrestler on the green," 

it is nevertheless to be presumed, that a fcal from a rival, in that 
rustic exercise, would have mortified* him as much as a defeat 
from a competitor, when he was struggling for th^ erapery of 
the Vorl^ And even so Mo^aunt Mertoun, degraded in his 
own eyes from the height which Jne had occupied as the chief 
amon^t thh youth of the* island, felt vexod'and irritated, os 
Tgell as humbled. The two beautiful sisters, also, whose smiles 
ail were so desirous of acquiring, with whom he had lived on 
terms of such familiar affection, that, with the same ease and 
innocence, there was unconsciously mixed a sEade of deeper 
tliough undefined tenderness than characterises fraternal 4ove— 
they also seemed to have forgotten him. He could not be 
ignorant, tbat,^ the universal opinion of all Dunrossuess, nay, 
of the whole Mainland, he might have had %very chance of bmng 
the favoured lover of either; and now at once, and without any 
fai^ire on hiajiart, he was become so little to them, that he* had 
lost even the consequence of an ordinary acquaintance. The o4d 
Udallor, too, whpse hearty and sincere character shr.iild have 
made him mor^cohstant in his friendships, seemed lo have been 
as fickle as bis daughters, and poor Moi^aunt had at once lost 
the smiles of the fair, and the favour of the powerful. These 
were unoomforlable refiections, and he doubled his pkce, that he 
might outstrip them if possible • » 

Without exactly reflecting upon the route which he pursued, 
Mcrdaunt*walked* briskly on througb a country where neither 
hedge, wall, nor ouclosiire of any kind, interru^ the steps of the 
wanderer, until he reached a very solitary spot, where, embosomed 
among st^ heathy hiOs, which sunk suddenly down on the verge 
of the water, lay one of those small fresh-water lakes which are 
common in the Zetland isles, whose outij^ts form the souroee of ^ 
the smaU brooks and rivuleti by which the country is watered, 
and serve to drive the little mills whidi manufacture their 
giaixi. * 
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It woB a mild summer day; the beams of the gun, aa is not 
uucoumu^ in Zetland, were moderated and shaded by a ^veiy 
haze, which filled the atmosphere, and, destroyinf the strong con¬ 
trast of light and shade, gave even to noon the sober Uv^ of the 
evening twilight The little lake, not three-quarters of n mile in 
circuit,* lay in profound quiet; its surface undimpled, save when 
one of the numerous waterfowl, which*glided on its surface, 
dived for an instant under it The depth of the water gave 
the whole that cepdaan tmt of. bluish green, which occasioned 
its being called the Gre^ Loch; and at present, it formed so 
perfect a n^or to the oleak hills by which it was surrounded, 
and which lay reflected in its JioBom, that it was (J^cuh to 
distmguish the water from^the land; nay, in the shadowy 
uncertainty occasioned by the thin haze, a 8tranger«conld scarce 
have been sensible,that a sheet of water lay before him. A 
scene of more complete solitude, having all its pecnliariti^ 
heightened by the extreme serenity of the weather, the qiuet 
grey composed^ tone q^ the atmosphere, and the perfect silence 
of tha elements, could hardly be imagmed. The very aquatic 
birds, who frequented the spot in great numbers, forbore their 
usual fijght and screams, and floated in profonnd tranquillity 
u{m the silent water. 

•Without taking any determined aim—without having any 
det^lrmiped purpose—almost without thinking what he was 
cd^ut, Mordaunt presented his fowling-piece, and fired acrosi the 
l^e. The large swan-shot dimpled its surface like a partial 
shower of hail—the hills took up the noise of tl|^ report, and re¬ 
peated it again, and again, and again, to all their echoes; the 
water-fowl took to wing m eddying and confused wheel, answer¬ 
ing the echoes with a thousand vaiying screams*, from the deep 
note of the swabie, or |W'Brtback, to the querulous ciy of the 
tirrai^e and kittiewake. 

Mordaunt looked for a moment on clamorous «rowd with 
a feeling of resentment, which he felt disposed at the moment 
to apply to all nature, and all her objects, animate or inanimate, 
Jiiowever httle concerned with the cause <3i his intmnal mortifl- 
cation. * 

“ Ay, ay,” he said, “ whed, dive, screwn, and clamour as you 
Hill, and aU because bave secu a atia^ sight, and hiad 
an unusual sou^d. There is many a one like you in this round 
world. . But you, at least, shall learn,” he add^ as he reloaded 
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hw gliu, ** thftt Atrauge aighto and itrange aouuda, ay, aitd strange 
acquaintances to boot, have sometimes a little shade of danger 
connected with ^em,—But why should h wreak my o^n vexa¬ 
tion on these heurmless sea-gulls ?’’ be subjoinisd, after a moment’s 
pause; '*tbey have nothiog to do with tlie friends that have fot^ 
gotten me.—I loved them all so.weli—and to be so aoorr given 
up for the first strange^whom chance threw on*the coast I" 

As he stood resUng upon his gun, and abandoning his mind 
to the course of these uuplea^t reflections, his meditations 
were unexpectedly interrupt^ by some one touching his shoulder. 
He looked around, and saw Norua of ^e Fitful Head,*wrapped 
in her dark and ample mantle. She had seen hid! from the 
brow of tne hill, and had descended to the lake, through a small 
ravine whiclg concealed her^ until she came with noiseless step 
BO close to him that he turned round at her touch. 

*Mordaunt Mertouii was by nature neither timorous nor credu¬ 
lous, and a course of reading more extensive than usual had, in 
some degree, fortified his mind against the attacks of supersti¬ 
tion ; but he would have been an i^ptual prodigy, if, livyig in 
Zetland in the end of the seventeenth century, he had possessed 
the philosophy crhich did not exist in Scotland generally until 
at least two generations later. He doub^ in his own mind 
the extent, nay, the very existence, of Noma’s supernatulol 
attributes, which was a high flight of incredulity in the ^country 
whefe they wel’e universaJly received; but still his iucreduli^ 
went no farther than doubts. She was unquestionj«.bly an 
extraordinary wqiSswi, gifted with an energy above others, acting 
upon motives peculiar to herself, and apparently independent of 
mere earthly considerations. Impressed with these ideas, which 
he had imbibed fb^m his youth, it was not without •something 
like alam that he beheld this mysterious femats standing on a 
sudden so close beside him, and lookAg upon him with such 
sad ^4 severe eyes* ^ those with which the Fatal Virgins, who, 
according to northern mythology, were called dhe Valkyrimr, or 
** Choosers of the Slain,'' were supposed to regard the young 
champions whom they selected to share the banquet of Odin. 

It’ was, indeed, re^onfH unlucky, to say the least, to meet 
with Noma suddioily alone, and in a place remote from witnesses j 
and she was suppos^, on sush occasions,* to have been usually 
a propheteae of evil, as well as an omen of misfortune, to those 
who had such a rencontre. There were few or none, of the 
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islanderav however familiarised with her occasioaal appearance 
in sociejiy, that would not have trembled to meet her on the 
solitary banks of the^reen Loch. S 

“ I bnng you no evil, Mordaunt Mertoun,” riie said, reading 
perhaps something of tftis superstitious feeling in the looks ^ the 
youn^ man. “ Evil from me you never felt, and never will.” 

“Nor do I*feax any,” said Mordaiiht, exerting himself to 
throw aside an apprehension which he felt to be unmanly. 
“ Why should I, lyaojlierl Y#u have been ever my friend.” 

“ Yet. Mordaunt, thop art not of our region; but to none of 
Zetland olood, no, not even to those who sit around the hearth¬ 
stone of Magnus Troll, the n^ble descendants of (^e aflcient 
Yarls of Orkney, am I more a wdll-wisher, than I am to thee, 
thou kind and irave-heaiw boy.» When I hung around thy 
neck that gifted cl^ain, which all in our isles know was wrought 
by no earthly artist, but by the Lrows,* in the secret recuses 
of their caveiTis, thou wert then but fifteen years old, yet thy 
foot had beeft on t|je Maiden-skenie of Northmaven, known 
before but to the webbed* sole of the swartbaok, and thy 
nad been m the deepest cavern of Brinnastir, where the hcLaf-fishi- 
nad before slumbered in dark obscurity. Therafore I gave thee 
that noble gift; a»d well thou knowest, that since that day, 
etery eye in these isles has looked on thee as a son, or as a 
briJthet, endowed beyond other youths, and the favoured of 
ll^ose whose hour of power is when the night meets witfi the 
day.” ^ 

“ Alas I mother,” said Mordaunt, “ your gift may have 
given me favour, but it has not been able to keep it for me, 
or X have not been able to keep it for myself.—Wbat matters 
It 1 I shall learn to set as little by otherstiuif they do by me. 
My father says that I sj^all soon leave these iskuds, aad there¬ 
fore, Mother Noma, I will return to you your faiiy gift, that 
It may bring more lasting luck to some otl^ thamit has done 
to me.” • 

“ Despise *not the gift of the uamdess race,” said Noma, 
frowning; their sudde^ changing her tone of displeasure to 
that of mournful solmnity, she aefiled,—“ Despise them not, 
but, 0 Mordaunt, court them not 1 down on that grey 

* Note H. ^be Drows. 

! t The tar^r or eea-calf, which seeks tiie nioet solitejiy TTmwwirr foi 
tte iibo<|e. See Dr. gkUnoaiton'e JSeUamtt voL ii. p. 294. 
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stOB^thoQ art the eon ct my adoptioti, and I will doff, aa fu 
as i may f those attributes that sever me from the common mass 
of humanity, i^d speak with you as a purent with a i^d." 

There was a tremulous tone of grief which mingled with the 
lofting of her lauguage and carria^, and was calculated‘'to 
excite sympathy, as well as to attract attention. Mordimnt sat 
down on the roi^ whiPh she pointed out, a fra^ent which, with 
many others that lay scatter^ around, had l^n torn by some 
winter storm from the precipiqerat the foot of which it lay, upon 
the very verge of the water. Noma took her own seat on a 
stone at about three feet distance, adjusted her mantle so that 
litiSe mcjje than her forehead, her eyes, and a singlS lock of her 
grey hair, were seen from b^ea^h the shade of her dark wad- 
ma^ cloakii, <^d then proceeded in a tone n which the ima¬ 
ginary consequence and importance so often assumed by lunacy, 
l^m^ to contend against the deep worfengs of some extra¬ 
ordinary and deeply-rooted mental affliction. 

‘ “ I was not always,” she said, that which' I now am. I 
was not always the wise, the powerful, t)ie command ingf before 
whom the young stand abashed, and the old uncover their grey 
heads. There was a time when my appearance did not silence 
mirth, when I sympathbed with human ^‘passion, and had my 
own shore in human joy or sorrow. It was a time of helpless¬ 
ness—^it was a time of folly—it was a time of idle and pnfrrditful 
laifehter—it Vas a time of causeless and senseless tears;—and yet, 
with its follies, and its sorrows, and its weaknesses, what would 
Norna of FitfqJ Bead give to a^n the unmork^ ar-td happy 
maiden that she was in her early days! Hear me, Mordaunt, 
a<nd bear with me; for you hear me utter complaints which have 
never sounded la mor^ ears, and which in mortal ears shall 
neves* sofund again. I will be what I ought ” she continued, 
starting up and extending her lean*and withered arm, '‘the 
queen and protectress of these wild and neglected isles,—1 will 
be her whose foot the wave wets not, save by her permission j 
ay, even though its rage be at its wildest madness—whose robe 
the whirlwind respects, when it rends the house-rigging from 
the roof-tree. m® witness, Mordaunt Mertdun,—you 

heard my words at Hsrfra^you saw the tempest sink before^* 
them—^pesk, bear me witness 1" 

To have oonta^cted her in this strain of ^igh-toned enthu- 
siamn, would have been ent^ and unavailing^even had l^ordaunt 
vou rail. i 
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been more deddedly oonvinced tiuui he was. that an inaaaw 
woman, not one of Biipematural power, stood beibre him. 

** I heard you sing.” he replied, “ and I satr the tempest 
abate.” „ 

' Abate}” ezdaimed ?^oma, striking the ground imj^tientiy 
with he^ staff of blaek oi^; ** thou speakest it but half—^it sunk 
at once—sunk in^ehorter space than the child that is hushed to 
silence by the nurse.—^Enough, you know my power—but you 
know not—mortal man knows ,pot, and never shall know, the 
price which I paid Co attain it. No, Mordaunt, never for the 
widest sway that the ancient Norsemen boasted, when their 
banners waved victorious from Bergen to Palestine—^never,-for 
all that the round world contains, do thou barter th/ peace of 
mind for such gr^tness as Norna’s” She resumed her seat 
upon the rock, drew the mantle over her face, rested her head 
upon her hands, and by the convulsive motion which agitateu 
her bosom, appeared to be weeping bitterly. 

“ Good Nom^” said Mordaunt, and paused, scarce knowing 
what to say that might console the unhappy woman—“ Good 
Norna,'' he again resumed, “‘if there be aught m your mind that 
troubles it, were you not best to go to the wor^y minister at 
Ounrossness ? Men i^y you have not for many years been in a 
Ch^(^stian congregation—that cannot be well, or right. You are 
yourself well known as a healer of bodily disease; but when the 
mind is rfick, we should draw to the Physician of dUr souls.”* 
Noma had raised her person slowly from the stooping posture 
in which she sat; but at length she started up,dn her feet, threw 
back her mantle, extended her arm, and wMe her lip foamed, 
and her eye sparkled, exclaimed in a tone resembling a scream, 
— “ Me did you speak—me did you bid seei^ out a priisst I— 
Would you kill the good man wi& horror l-^Me in a OhristiaD 
congregation!—^Would yc^ have the roof to fall on the sackless 
assembly, and mingle their blood with their^ worship t I—>1 
seek to the good physician!—^Would you have the firad claim 
his pr^ opo^ before God and man 1” 

The extreme agitation of the unhi^y speaker naturally led 
Mardaunt to the conclusion, whidi was generally adopted and 
accredited in that raperstitiouB countiy and period. “ Wretched 
woman,” he said, “if ikdeed thou 1^ leagued thyself witii the 
Powers of Evil, why should you not seek ev^ yet for r^>etit>' 
anoet But do lA ^ou wilt, I cannot, dare not, as a Ofaristiaa. 
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abide longer with you; and take again your gift,” he aaid, 
offenng hack the chain, ** good can never come ctf it, if indeed 
evil hath not|€ome already.” • * 

** Be still &d hear me, thou foolish boy,” said Noma, calmly, 
as if %he had been restored to reason by the alarm and hdiror 
which she perceired in Mordaunt’s countenance: ** hear me, I 
say. I am not of those whoTLkve leagued themselveB with the 
Enemy of Mankind, or derive skOl or power from his ministiy. 
And ^though the unearthly jypweirs wer/ propitiated by a sacri¬ 
fice which human tongue can never utter, yet, Gkxl knows, my 
guilt in that offering was no more than that of thh blind man 
who falls firom the precipice which he could nfither see nor 
shun. ^Oh, leave me not-«eAun me not—^in this hour of weak¬ 
ness 1 Bemain with me ^ill the*temptationd)e passed, or 1 will 
plunge mf self into that lake, and rid myself at once of my power 
•and my wretchedness 1" 

* Mordaunt, who had always looked up to this singular woman 
*with a sort of affection, occasioned no doubt the early kind¬ 
ness and distinction which she had shown to him, was readily 
induced to resume his seat, and listen to what she had farther 
to say, in hopes that she would gradually overcome the violence 
of her agitation. It was not long ere sh^seemed to have gained 
the victory her companion expected, for she addressed hi^ in 
her usual steady and authoritative manner. • 

• “ It was tiot of myself, Mordaunt, that I proposeS to speak, 
when I beheld you from the summit of yonder grey rock, 
and came dowfi.the path to meet with you. My fortunes are 
fixed beyond*change, be it for weal or for woe. Eor myself I 
have ceased to feel much; but for those whom she loves, Noma 
of the FitfulJE^ has still those feelings which link her to h^r 
kind. Mark me. There is an eagl^ the nobl^t that builds in 
these airy precipices, and into that lagle's nest there has crept 
an a4de];—wilt, thou lend thy aid to crush the reptile, and to 
save the noble brood of the lord of the nortk sky 

“ You must speak more plainly, Noma,” said* Mordaunt, “ if 
you would have me understand or answer you. 1 am no guesser 
of riddles.” • • 

** In plain language, then, you know well t]ie family of Burgls. 
Westra—the lovely daughters of thf generous old Udaller, 
Magnus Trail,—^Mi^ and Brenda, I mean 1 You ‘know them, 
and you love f 
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** I have known them, mother/’ replied Mordatmt, ** and 1 
have loved them—none Imowa it better than yourself.’* 

** To khow them once,^'' said Noma, emphaticall}!, is to know 
them always. To love them once, is to love themtfor ever.** 

To have loved them *t»noe is to wish them well for aver,” 
replied the youth; “ but it is nothing more. To be plain with 
you, Noma, the f^ily at Burgh Weatra‘diave of late totally 
neglected me. But show me the means of serving them, 1 will 
convince you how m^ch I have lemtrnbered old kindness, how 
little 1 resent late coldness.” 

" It is well-spoken, and 1 will put your purpose to the proof,” 
replied Noma. “ Magnus Troil fias taken a serpent Into Ms 
bosom—his lovely daughters are delivered up to the machina¬ 
tions of a villain.” r ^ 

You mean the stranger, Oleveland 1” said Mordaunt. 

“The stranger who so calls himself,” replied Noma—“tbe^ 
same whom we found flung ashore, like a waste heap of sea¬ 
weed, at the focV” of the l^umburgh Cape. I felt that within me, 
that would have prompted me to let him lie till the tide floated 
him off, as it had floated him on shore. I repent me 1 gave not 
way to it.” f 

“ jBut,” said Mordamt, “ I cannot repent that I did my duty 
as Christian man. And what right have 1 to wish otherwise f 
If Miiina,^ Brenda, Magnus, and the rest, like that stranger 
better than me, I have no title to be offended j nay, I might 
well be laughed at for bringing myself into comparison.” 

“ It is well, and I trust they merit thy unsel^h friendship.' 

“ But I cannot perceive,” said Mordaunt, “ in what you can 
propose that 1 should serve them. 1 have but just learned by 
Biyce the yagger, that this Captmn Cleveland i| all in ail with 
the ladies at Bnigh Westr^ and with the Udaller himself. I 
would like ill to intrude m^lf where 1 am not w^oome, or to 
jtlace my home-bred merit in comparison with •Captais Cleve¬ 
land’s. He can teli'' them of battles, when I can <^y speak of 
bird’s nests—ckn speak of shooting Frenc^en, when 1 can 
only tell of idiooting seals—he wears gay clothes, and bears a 
brave countenance; 1 am plainly dressefl, and pl&nly nurtured. 
6uch gay gallants im he can nooee the hearts M those he lives 
wi^ as the fowler noos^ the gufliemot with his rod and Bda** 

** Yott do wton^ to ymttaelf;" teptied Nom, ** wwmg to 
self, and greater wro{kg to Minna and Brenda. And trust not 
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theVeporta of Biyce—he is like the greedy chaffer-whale, that 
wiB change Ms course and dive for tha most petty coin which a 
fishor can c&t at him. Certain it is, that if you have been 
lessefted in tlie opinion of Magnus Tapil, that sordid fellow hath 
had some share in it. But let him count his vantage^ for my 
eye is upon him.” » ’ * 

“And why, mother^” said Mordaunt, ‘‘do you not tell to 
Magnus what you have told to me 1” ^ 

“ Because,” replied NomaJJ they who wise in their own 
conceit must he taught a bitter letlSon by experience. It was 
but yesterday that I spoke with Magnus, and %hat was his 
reply Good Noroa, grow old.^ And this was spoken by 
one bounden to me by ^ maify and such^ close ties—by the 
deswaadalft of the ancient Norse earls—this was from Magnus 
• Troil to me; and it was said in behalf‘of one, whom the sea 
^ung forth as wreck-weed! Since he despises the counsel of 
•the aged, he shall be taught by that of the joung ; and well 
that he is not left to his own folly. *00, therefore, to Burgh 
•Westra, as usual upon the Baptises festival” * 

“ I have Jiad no invitation,” said Mordaunt; “ I am not 
wanted, not wished for, not thought of-^-perhaps I shall not be 
acknowledged if I go thither; and yet, mother, to confe* the 
truth, thither I had thought to go.” , • 

• “ It was«a good thought, and to be cherished,” replTed Noma, 
“we seek our friends when they are sick in health, wh^not 
when they are tick in mind, and surfeited with prosperity ? Do 
not fail to gcf—it may be, we shall meet there. Mieai> while our 
roads lie different. Farewell, and speak not of this meeting.” 

They partipd, and Mordaunt remained standing; by the lake, 
with his eyes i&ed on Noma, until her tall dark form became 
invisible among the windings of thetrail^ down which she wan 
dered, ajid Mordaunt returned to his father's mansion, deter¬ 
mined to follow ooimsei which coincided sg well with his own 
wishes. 
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OHAFgER ELEVENTH. 

■ -All your ancient caetoma, 

And long'descended ueagee. I'll chan^. 

Ye shall not eat, nor dnnk, nor speak, nor move, 

Think, look, or walk, as ye were wont to do. 

Even your nrarAage-l^dB sfiidl know mutation , 

The bnde shall havp the stock, the groom the wall 
For all old practice will I turn and change, 

Ana call it reformation—marry, will 11 •• 

Even ihat wb'bb ai^Odds. 

r 

The festal day apj/roached, and still no invitation arrived for 
that guest, without whom, but a little space since, no feast could, 
have been held in the island; while on the other hand, such 
reports as reached them on every side spoke highly of the favoui; 
which Captain' Cleveland eiyoycd in the family of the old 
Udaller''of Burgh Westra. 'Swertha and the old Kanzelman, 
shook their heads at these mutations, and reminded Mordaunt, 
by many a half-hint and innuendo, that he had incurred this 
eclipite by being so iiAprudently active to secure the safety of 
the ^^tranger, when he lay at the mercy of the next wave beneath 
the chlfs of Sumburgh Head. “ It is best to let saut water taVe 
its Swertha, “ luck never came of crossing it.” 

“ In troth,” said the Ranzelman, “ they are wire folks that let 
wav© and withy baud their ain—luck never 'came of a half- 
drowned man, or a half-hanged ane either. Who was’t shot 
Will Paterson off the Nosa —^the Dutchman that he saved from 
sinking, 1 tr^. To iiing a drowning man a plaChk or a tow, 
may be the part of a ChiWion; but 1 say, keep hands aff him, 
if ye wad live and thrive free frae his dan^.” 

“ Ye are a wise man, Banzehnan, and a Worthy,** echoed 
Swertha, with a grdan, and ken how and whan to help a neigh¬ 
bour, as weel as ony man that ever drew a net*' 

4 

[** This is an immauaely high capa, callaif hy tha islSmdera the Ncup 
lof Noaa, but by aailo]^ Bang Cliff, from its having a proleoting appearancai 
Its he^ht has navar baan rasaaux^: but Jl should judga it exeeeds 600 
feat Our stearaman, however, had often dasooided this pracipitoas rock, 
having only the occafmmal assistance of a rope, one and of which ha saeurad 
from time to tima round- soma prc^aoting clift”—^From the Author'a 
kotue ZMory*! 
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troth, I have seea length of days,*’ answered the Hansel' 

" and Lhave heard what the auLd folk said to each other 
anent aio matUts; and nae man in Zetland shall go farther than 
1 wil in any Christian service to a naan on finn Iwd; but tf he 
cry * Help 1* out of the saut waves, that’s another Storys” 

**And yet to thifik of tlm lad Cleveland standi^ in our 
Maister Mordaunt’s light,” said Swertha, and with Magnus 
Troil, that thought him &e fewer of the island but on Whit¬ 
sunday last, and Magnus, tod, that’s bom held (when he’s fresh, 
honest man) the wisest and wealthiAst of Zetland !'* 

• “ He canna win by it,” said the Hanzelman, ^th a look of 
the ddhpest sagacity, “here’s whiles, Swertha, that the 
wisest of us (as I am s^re I hhmbly conf^ mysell not to be) 
may be liltle better than gulls, and can no more wm by doing 
• de^ of folly than I can step over Sumbufgh Head. It has been 
tny own case once or twice m my life. But we shall see soon 
•what ill IS to come of all this, for good there ca|mot come.” 

And Swertha answered, with the‘same tone of prophetic 
‘wisdom, “ Na, na, gude can neve^ come on it, and that is ower 
truly said ” ^ 

These doleful predictions, repeated fjom time to time, had 
some effect upon Mordaunt. He did not indeed suppose^ that 
the charitable action of relievmg a drowning man had subjicted • 
Iflm, as a Necessary and fatal consequence, to the‘unpleasant 
circumstances m wMch he was placed; yet he felt as if aTsort 
of spell were (Il»wn around him, of which he neither understood 
the nature nol the extent;—^that some power, in short, l>eyond his 
own control, was acting upon his destiny, and, as it seemed, with 
no friendly influence. His curiosity, as well as hi# anxiety, was 
highly excited, and he continued determined, at all events, to 
make his appearance at the approa/!bing festival, when he was 
impressed witk the belief that something uncommon was neces* 
aamy to take place, which should detemine^is future views and 
prospects in life. 

As the elder Mertoun was at this time in his ordinary state of 
health, it became necesMury that his son should intimate to him 
his intended visit to Burgh Westra. He did so, and his fathsr 
. desired to know the especial reason of^his gomg thither at this 
partacular time. 

It is a time of merry-making,” repliej the youth, ** and all 
the oountiy are asernnhlel” 
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Aud yon are doubtless impatient to add another fool tQ the 
number.—Go—but beware bow you walk in the path whinh 
you are about to tread—a foil from the digs of It>ula were not 
mose fatal" ^ ^ r 

“ May I qsk the reason of your caution, sir V’ replied Mor- 
daunt, breaking through the resefre whio^ ordinarily subsisted 
betwixt him and his singular parent. 

“ Magnus Troil," said the elder Mertoun, “ has two daughters 
—^you are of the age wliEen men Iffok upon such gauds with eyes 
of agection,othat they may afterwards learn to curse the day that 
first opened tlnir eyes up<m hearen I I bid you beware of theip; 
for, as sure as that death and sm came into the world 1^ ^^'ornan, 
so sure are their soft words, ani softer looks, the utter destruo- 
tion and min of all‘who put faith in them.” *' 

Mordaunt had sometimes observed bis father’s marked dislike r 
to the female sex, but had never before heard him give vent to 
it in terms so determined and precise. He replied, that the» 
daughters of M^^us TroU were no more to him than any other 
females fa the islands; “ they were even of less importance,” he" 
said, “ for they had broken off their friendship with him with¬ 
out assigning any cause.” 

“ And you go to seek* the renewal of it 1” answered his father. 

“ Silly moth, that hast once escaped the taper without singeing 
thy wings,' are you not contented with the safe obscurity ef 
thesu wilds, but must hasten back to the flame, which is sure at 
length to consume thee 1 But why should I mate arguments 
in deterring thee from thy inevitable &tel—Go where thy 
destmy calla thee.” 

On the succeeding day, which was the eve of the ^eat festival, 
Mordaunt aei forth on his road to Burgh Wcfetra, pondering 
alternately on the ugunotioos of J^oma—on the ominous words 
of his father—on the inauspicious auguries of Swertha and the 
Ranzebnan of Yarlshof—and not without experieifbing that gloom 
with which so ipan^ concurring circumstances of ill omai com^ 
bined to oppress his mind. 

It bodes me but a cold reception $.t Burgh.Westra,” stud 
^“ but my stay shall be the Sorter. I w^ but find out 
Aether they have'been ^Leceived hy^this seafaring stiangar^ or 
wheth^ they have acted out of pure ^price of temper, and bve 
of change of company. If the be the case, I vindicate 
my cluster, and let Captain deveUmd look to himself ;-^if 
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the latter, wh^, theu, good-night to Buigh Westra and all ita 
inmate.” 

As he mentally meditated thk last Aternative, hurl pride, 
and a return oi fondn^s for thcMse to ‘whom he siij^Msed he was 
biddin^farewell for ever, brought a tefi* into his eye, ‘which he 
dashed off hastOy and indignantly, as, mendingjhis pace, hh con¬ 
tinued on his journey, • 

The weather being now serene and undisturbed, Mordaunt 
made his way with an ease thah formed a striking contrast to 
the diflBculties which he had encounteijpd when he Iasi travelled 
the same route; yet there was a less pleasing subjo^t for com¬ 
parison vj^thin his own mind. * 

“ My breast,” he said to hitaself# “ was then against the wind, 
hut my heai;^ within was seffene and happy. IVould I had now 
the same careless feelings, were they to |j«»bought by battling 
vath the severest storm that ever blew across these lonely 
hills'” 

^ith such thoughts, he arrived about noon ^ Harfia, the 
h^itation, as the reader may remember, of the ingenioas Mr, 
Yellowley. Our traveller had, upon the present occasion, taken 
care to be quitesindependent of the niggardly hospitality of this 
mansion, which was now become infamdUs on that accoimt 
through the whole island, by bringing with him, in his sm^l 
knapack, such provisions as might have sufficed for a longer 
journey. In courtesy, however, or rather, perhaps, to get rid sf 
his own diBquietiqg thoughts, Mordaunt did not fail to call at 
the mansion, wlpch he found in singular commotiott. Tripto- 
lemus himself, invested with a pair of large jack-hoots, went 
clattering up and down ataiis, screaming out questions to his 
sister and his seming-woman Tronda, who repli^ with shriller 
and more complicated screeches. At Igngth, Mrs. Baby herself 
made her appearance, her venerable person endued with what 
was then called » Joseph, an ample garment, which had once 
been green, but now, betwixt stains and patches,;, had become 
like the vesture of the patriarch whose name it bore—a gar¬ 
ment of divers colours. A steeple-crowned hat,'the purchase of 
some long-past mment, in Vhich vwuty had got the bettm' of 
avarice, with a feather which had stood a^much wind and rain 
as if it had Wen part of a set-mew's wing, made up her equip¬ 
ment, save that in her hand she held a silver-mpunted whip of 
antique ffishhm. This attire, as w^ as an air of determined 
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bustle in the gait and appearance of Mrs. Barbara Tellowlej, 
seemed, to bespeak thi^ she was prepared to take a journej, and 
cared not, as the saying goes, who knew thife such was her 
determination. « * « 

She was the first that observed Mordaunt on his arrival, and 
she ^eeted hinv with a degree*of ming^ emotion. Be good 
to us !” she exclaimed, ^^if there is not the canty callant that 
wears yon thing about his neck, mid that snapped up our goose 
as light as if it had* been a saifdie-lavrock !” The admiration 
of the gold chain, which* had formerly made so deep an improa- 
sion on hei^mind, was marked in the first part of her speecby the 
recollection of the untimely fat<> the smoked goosf was com¬ 
memorated in the second clafise. “ I will lay the burden of my 
life,” she instantly added, “ that he is gangmg our ^te.” 

“ I am bound for Burgh Westra, Mm. Yellowley,” said M®r- 
daimt. ^ 

“ And blithe will we be of your company,” she added—‘St’s 
early day to m; buf if you liked a barley scone and a drink of 
bland^natheless, it is ill* travelling on a full stomach, besides 
quelling your appetite for the feast that is bidiiy^ you tins day j 
for all sort of pi-odigahty there will doubtless be ” 

^Mordaunt produced his own stores, and, explaining that he 
cftd,not love to be burdensome to them on this second occasion, 
invited *uhem to partake of the provisions he had <o offer, i^oor 
Triptolemus, who seldom saw half so good a dinner as his guest’s 
luncheon, threw himself upon the good cheer, like Soncho on the 
scum of Camacho’s kettle, and even the lady Kerself could not 
resist the temptation, though she gave way to it with more mode¬ 
ration, an^ with something like a sense of shapie. “ She hod 
let the fire out,” she said, “ for it was a pity*wasting fiiel in so 
cold a countiy, and so s^e had not thought of getting anything 
ready, as they were to set out so soon; and so i^e co^d not but 
say, that the y^ung gentleman’s nadcet lodced very good; and 
besides, she had some curiosity to see whether the folks in that 
country cured their beef in the same way th^ did in the north 
of Scotiand.” XTnder which combined oon^uraitions, Dame Bab^ 
made a hearty experiment on the refteshments whic^ thus unex¬ 
pectedly presenm themselves. , 

When their extemporaiy repast was finished, the factor 
became soHoitDus to take the road; and now Moidaunt 
discovered, that tbe alacrity with which he had been received 
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Miatreai Baby was not altogether disinterested. Neither she 
nor the learned Triptolemua felt much disposed to commit them- 
selyes to the wiAs of Zetland, without the assistance of a guide; 
and although they could have oomman(^ the assistance of oiie 
of their own labouring folks, yet the cautious agriculturist 
observed, that it woul^ l>o Ic^idg at least one^day^s work; and 
his sister multiplied his apprehensions by echoing back, One 
day's work !—ye may weel say twenty—for, set ane of their 
noses within the smell of a k^^-pot, and *thbir lugs within the 
sound of a Mdle, and whistle them bask if you can !”• 

Npw the fortunate arrival of Mordaunt, in the t^ery nick of 
time, not^ mention the gooi^ cheer which he brought with him, 
made him as welcome as an^ one c(ftild possibly^be to a threshold, 
which on al> ordinary occasions abhorred the passage of a guest; 
ner was Mr. Yellowley altogether insensiblf of the pleasure he pro¬ 
mised himself in detaihng his plans of Improvement to his young 
companion, and enjoymg, what bis fate seldom assigned him— 
the company of a patient and admiring limner. * 

•As the fadtor and his sister were td prosecute their jouAey on 
horseback, it oi^ remained to mount their guide and companion; 
a thing easily accomplished, where there ^e such numbers of 
shaggy, long-backed, short-legged ponies, running wild upon iche 
extensive moors, which are the common pasturage for the cfitile 
of every township, where shelties, geese, swine, goats, slfeep, and 
little ^tland cows, are turned out promiscuously, and often in 
numbers which obtain but precarious subsistence from the 
niggard vegetalSon. There is, indeed, a right of indivic aal pro¬ 
perty in all these animals, which are branded or tatooed by each 
owner with bis^own pecu^r mark; but when any p^ifsenger has 
occasional use fof a pony, he never scruples to lay hold of the 
first which he can catch, puts on a halier, and, ]iaving rode him 
as far as he finds convenient, turns the animal loose to find his 
wi^ back again as he best cem—a matter in ^hich the ponies 
are sufficiently sagacious. 

Although this general exercise of property .was one of the 
enoimiries whicbin due tijpe the factor intended to abolish, yet, 
like a wise man, he scrupled not, in the meantime, to avail him¬ 
self of so gdieral a practice, wj^ich, he condescended to allow, was 
partictilaily convment for those who (as chanced to be bis own 
present case) had no ponies of their own on which their nei^- 
bouTS oould retaliate. Three shelties, therefore, were fioeoied 



124 WAVEHUCy NOVELS. 

t* 

from the hill-little shaded ammalfti more rosembling he«n ^ 
than aitythiiig of the horse tribe, yet poasefised of no email degree 
of strength and spirit,' and able to endure as ninch &tigue and 
ijidifferent usage as any creatures in the world. ^ 

Two of these horses were already iffovided and iully accoutred 
for the journey.One of them, destined to bear the fair person 
of Mistress Baby, was decorated with a Hfiige side-saddle of vener^ 
able antiquity—a mass, aa it were, of cushion and padding^ 
from which depended, on all sides^ a housing of ancient tapestry, 
which having been originally intended for a horse of ordinary 
size, cover^l up the diminutive palfrey over which it was spread, 
from the ears to the tail, and from the shoulder to the fetlock, 
leaving nothing visible hut its h^, which looked fiercely out 
from these enfoldments, like the heraldic representation of a lion 
looking out of a bua^. Mordannt gallantly lifted up the figiir 
Mistress Yellowley, and, at the expense of very slight exerjjon, 
placed her upon the summit of her mountainous saddle. It is 
probable, that, on feebng herself thus squired and attended upon, 
and e^iperiencing the long rmwonted consciousness that she was 
attired in her best array, some thoughts dawned upon Mistress 
Baby's mind, which checkered for an instantf those habitual 
i^eas about thrift, tl&t formed the daily and all-engrossing occupa¬ 
tion of her soul. She glanced her eye upon her faded Joseph, 
and‘ on«,Ahe long housinp of her saddle, as she pbserved, ^th 

smile, to Mordaimt, that “ travelling was a pleasant thing 
in fine weather and agreeable company, if,’' 4 she added, glanc¬ 
ing a look at a place where the embroidery, was somewhat 
frayed and tattered, ‘*it was not sae wasteful to ane’s horse- 
furniture.” 

Meanwhile, her brother stepped stoutly to^hifi steed; and as 
he chos^, notwithstandiiig the serenity of the weather, to throw 
a long red doak over his other garments, his pony was even 
more completely enveloped in drapery than Ih&t of hiS sister. It 
happened, moreo^'er, to be an animal of a high and contumacions 
spirit, bouncing and curvetting occasionally under the weight of 
Triptolemus, with a vivacity which, notwithsts^nding his York¬ 
shire descent, rather deranged him in the saddle; gambols 
which, as the palfrcj^ itself was not visible, exo^t upon the 
strictest inspection, had, at a littfe distance, an efic^ ae if they 
w€TC the voluntjuT movements of the cloaked cavalier, without 
the assistance of any other legs than those with which nature 
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hdd bim ; and, to any who had viewed Triptolemua 

under iAudi a persuasion, the gra^ty, and even distress, aimouneed 
in his oountenai^, must have made a xidietilouB contrast to the 
vivacious capriqfw with which he piaffed along the moor. 

Mordlont kq>t up with this worthy dhuple, mounted, accord- 
ing to the simplicity of the tlm^ and countiy, on the first and 
re^iest pony which they had been able to press ^to the service, 
with no other accoutrement of any kind than the halter which 
served to guide him; while Hr^jTellowley^ seeing with pleasure 
his guide thus readily provided with a st^, privately resolved, 
that this rude custom of helping travellers to hor^‘ without 
leav9 of t^e proprietor, should jiot be abated in Zeuand, until 
he came to possess a herd of ponies Jt>eloDging in property to him¬ 
self, and exited to suffer im the way of reti^ifiAiom 

But to other uses or abuses of the country, Triptolemus 
'V^lowley showed himself less tolerant. ^ I^ng and weansome 
wefi^the discourses he held with Mordaunt, or (to speak much 
more correctly) the harangues which he indicted upon him, con¬ 
cerning the phanges which his own ^advent in these isl^ was 
aliut to occasion. Unskilled as he was in the modem arts by 
which an estatesmay be improved to such a high degree that it 
shall altogether slip through the proprietor’s fingers, Triptolemus 
had at least the zeal, if not the knowledge, of a whole agncultufrj 
society in his own person; nor was he surpassed by ^y"one 
who* has folloVed him, in that noble spirit which scorns 
balance profit against outlay, but holds the glory of effecting a 
great change on tb9 face of the land, to be, hke virtue m a great 
degree its own reward. 

No part of the wild and mountainous region over which Mor¬ 
daunt guided hiDi,«but what suggested to his active imagination 
some scheme of improvement and alteration. He would make 
a road through yon scarce passable glen,\rhere af'present nothing 
but the 8ure-footedi> creatures on which they were mounted could 
tread with any safety. He would substitute better houses for 
the skeoes, or sheds built of dry stones, in which thh inhabitants 
cured or manufactured thdr fish—^they should* brew good ale 
instead of bland-^they should plant forests where tree never 
grew, and find mines of treasure where a Danish skillmg was 
accounted a coin of a most respectable deifbmmatioii. All these 
mutathms, with many others, did the worthy factor resolve upon, 
spi^king at tiie tame time with the utmost«cohfidence,of the 
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cauntenance and assistance which he wits to receive fhan t^e 
higher classes, and especially from Magnus TroiL * 

I will impart some of my ideas to the pocj^ man,” he said, 
** before we are both many hours older; and you will mark how 
grateful he will be to the instructor who Inriu^ Wi knijwledge, 
which is better than wealth," , 

“ I would nof have you build too strongly <ni that,” said Mor- 
daunt, by way of caution; ** Magnus Troil’s boat is kittle to 
trim—he likes his Qwn waystMid his countiy-ways, and you 
will as soon teacK^ your shdtie to dive like a seal^, as biing 
Magnus lo take a Scottifii fashion in the place of a Norse one— 
and yet, if^e is steady to his old customs, he may perhaps ^)e as 
changeable as another in his old fkiendshipe.” 

“ ffeus, tu tnep*e /” said the scholar of Saint Andrews, ** steady 
or unsteady, what can it matter %—am not I here in point of 
tnist, and in poin‘t 6f power? and shall a Fowd, by whffih 
barbarous appellative this Magnus Troil still calls him^lf,'pre¬ 
sume to measure judgment and weigh reasons with me, v?^ho 
represent the full dignity of the Chamberlain of ijbe islands of 
Orkney and Zetland?” ^ * 

“ Still,” said Mordaunt, “ I would advise yoij not to advance 
too rashly upon his, prejudices. Magnus Tmil, from the hour 
qf his birth to this day, never saw a greater man than himself, 
and it is difficult to bridle an old horse for the first time. Be¬ 
sides, he has at no time in his life been a patient listener toTlong 
explanations, so it is possible that he may quarrdi with your 
proposed reformation, before you can convmel him of its advan¬ 
tage.” 

“ How mean you, young man ?” said the factor. “ Is there 
one who dwells in these islands, who is so '^eichedly blind as 
not to be sensible of their deplorable defects ? Can a man,” he 
added, rising into enthusiasm as he spoke, wea a beast, 
look at that thing there, whi(di they have ^ impudence to call 
a oom-mill,* without trembling to think that com (dioold be 
tmsted to such a miserable molendinaiyl The wretches are 
obliged to have at least fifty in each parish, each tnmdlmg 
away upon its paltry mill-Btoae, un^ the thfltch of a roof no 
bigger than a l^ee-skep, instead cd* a noble and seemly baron's 
mill, of which you w9i^ hear tbd dack duough the b^ll coon- 
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txj) and that oaotB the meal throu^ the mill-eye by forpite at 
a timet** 

“Ay, ay, brother,” eaid hie sister, “that's spokea like yomr 
wise 8^ The mair ooet the mair honour—that’s your word 
ever mau* Can it no creep into your wise head, man, that ilka* 
body grinds thmr ain neivefu’ of pseal in this country, without 
plaguing themsells abouti Imuyui’s mills, and thirls, and sucken, 
and the like trade? How mony a time have I heard you bell- 
the-cat with auld £die Netherst^e, the miUer at Grindlebum, 
and wi' his very knave too, about in-town and dUt-town multures 
—lock, gowpen, and knaveship, and a’ the lave o’t; ahd now 
naething less serve you than to bring in the ^ry same 
fashery on *Sk wheen puir bodies^ that big Uk ane a mill for 
themselves, sic as it is ?” « * ^ 

“ Dinna te& me of gowpen and knaveship I” exdUimed the 
indfgnant agriculturist j “ better pay the h&f bf the grist to the 
milldT^ to have the rest grund in a Christian manner, than put 
good gnun into a balm’s whirligig. Look at it fer a moment, 
Baby—Bide jatill, ye cursed impl’^ Tifis interjection^was 
appued to his pony, which began to* be extremely impatient, 
while its rider in^rrupted his journey, to point out all the weak 
points of the Zetland mill—“ Look at it, ^ say—^it's just one 
degree better than a hand-quera—it has neither wheel n<k 
trindle—neither cog nor happer—Bide still, there’s a caviy 
beast^it cannif grind a bickerfti’ of meal in a quarter of tfli hour, 
and that will be mair like a mash for horse than a meltith for 
man’s use—Whemfere—Bide still, I say—wherefore— wIj before 
—The deiTs in the beast, and nae good, I think !” 

As he uttered the last words, the shelty, which had pranced 
and curvetted far fome time with much impatience, ait length 
got its bead betwixt its legs, and at once canted its rider into 
the little rivulet, which serv^ to driv^the depibciated engine 
he was ^fnmqeying ^,then emancipating itself from the folds of 
#he cloak, fled towards its own wildem^, neighing in 
scorn, and flinging out its heels at every flve yards.* 

lia^hing heartily at his disaster, Mordaunt -helped the old 
man to arise; wMle his sISter sarcastically con^tolated him 
on having frllen rather into the shallows o( a ^tland rivulet 
rinm the d^ths of a Scottish miU-pond. Disdaining to re^y to 
this sarciuun, .IMptolemns, so soon as he had recov^ed his 1^, 
8 hidC 0 ii his eiH!s, and found that the folds of Iqp cSoak had^ saved 
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him from being much wet in the scanty streamlet, exclaimed 
aloud, will have cussers from Itanarkshire—brood marcv 
from Ayrshire—I will not have one of thesp cursed abortions 
left on the islands, to break honest folk’s necko—I saj, Baby, 1 
will rid the land of them.” 

** Ye had better wring yomr aan cloak, Triptolemus,” answered 
Baby. " ^ ^ 

Mordaunt meanwhile was employed in catching another pony, 
from a herd which atrayed at* some distance; and, having made 
a halter out of tested ^rushes, he seated the dismayed agricul¬ 
turist in safety upon a more quiet, though less active steed, than 
that which he had at first bestrode. 

But Mr. Yellowley’s na!d operated as a considerable 
sedative upon his spirits, and, foi the full space^of five miles’ 
travel, he said scpop a word, leaving full course to the melan¬ 
choly aspirations* dad lamentations which his sister ^ Baby 
bestowed on the old bridle, which the pony had carried off in 
its flight, a&d whigh, she observed, after having lasted for 
<#eighj^jeen years come Martinmas, might now be considered as a 
castaway thing. Finding she had thus the field to herself, the 
old lady launched forth into a lecture upon economy, according to 
her own idea of that virtue, which seemed to include a system 
dt privations, which, though observed with the sole purpose of 
saving money, might, if undertaken upon other principles^, have 
janked high m the history of a religious ascetic. 

She was but little interrupted by Mordajint, who, conscious 
he was now on the eve of approaching Burgh IVestra, employed 
himself rather in the task of anticipating the nature of the 
reception he was about to meet with there from two beautiful 
young w€men, than with the prosing of an did one, however 
wisely she might prov| that small-beer was more wholesome 
than strong ale, and that if her brother had bruised his ankle- 
bone in his tumble, cumfrey and butter was bettea^ to bring him 
round again, thf n all the doctors’ drugs in the world. 

But now ’the dreary moorlands, over which their path had 
hi^erto lain, were exchanged for a more pleasant prospect, 
opening on a s^t-water lake, or amf of the sea, which ran up 
far inland, and#was sturounded by fiat and fertile ground, pro¬ 
ducing crops bettor ^ban the esq^rienced eye of Triptototnus 
Yellowley had^as yet iritneBsed in Zetland. In the midst of 
this Goshen stoo^tbe mansion of Burgh Westra, screened from 
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che ooirth «&d east by a tidga of heathy hilla which lay behind 
it, aoA commanding an intereeting pirotiqMct of the lidce and its 
pmrdati o(^e>aii, as ww as the islands and mote distant monntaane. 
f^m the mamlon itself, as well as firom almost every cottage 
in the a^acsnt lismlet, arose 8U(di a richtflonvi of vapooxy amoks^ 
as showed that the preparatsons for the festivfd wdie not con¬ 
fined to the principal re^enoe Magnus himsslf, but extended 
through the whole vicinage, 

^^My oectiei,’' said Mrs. Baby Yellowley^ ‘^ane wad think the 
town was on fire! The vdry hill-side^smells of their waste- 
fiilness, and a hungry heart wad scared seek better kitchen* to 
a barley scone, than just to waft it in the reek thatti rising out 
of yon luifla.” , • 

• 

* '\Vluit is Aten by way of refish to dry bread, is cSUed kUchm in iSteotr 
1.^ « an«i fch. or th. lik. rdiohtog momk. 


OHAPTBE TWELFTH. 

-Thou hast described • 

A hot Mend cooling. Ever note, Ludlitis, 

When love begins to sicken and decay, 

Jt nseth on enforced ceremony. 

There are no tncks in plain and simple faith. 

^ JuLiUB CsaMJt 

• 

If the smell >ifhich was wafted from the chimneys of Burgh 
Westra up to the barren hills by which the mansion was 
surrounded, cottl<^ as Mistress Barbara opined, ha^ refreshed 
the hungry, tbe noise which proceeded from thence might have 
given hearing to the deaf. It was a ftiedley of lall sounds, and 

All connect wi^ jollity and kind welcome. Nor were the 

sighAi assoemted with them less animating. ^ 

T3roo|lil of friends were seen in the act of amving—their dis¬ 
persed ponies flying to the moors in eveiy direction, to recover 
their own pastures in th« best way they could ;—such, as we 

have already said, being the usual mode of *disohargii^ the « 

cavahy wlM liad been levied for a dayk senace. At a small 
but AiAatmjDdioys harbour, conneeted with the house and hamlet, 
these visttejfs were landing from their boats; who^ living in 
VOL xm. * A* 
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distant islands, ana along the coast, had preferred making than 
journey by sea. Mordaunt and his companions might ae» each 
party pausing frequently to greet each other, and strolling on 
successively to the house, whose ever gate received them 
(dtemately in such numb^, that it seemed thb exten^^ of the 
mansion, though suited to the opulence and hospitality ot the 
owner, was scares, on this occasion, su^^dient for ^e guests. 

Among the confused sounds of mirth and welcome which 
arose at the entrance of each new company, Mordaunt thought 
he could distinguish the loud laOgh and hearty salutation of the 
Sire of the mansion, and began to feel more deeply than before, 
the anxiomj doubt, whether that cordial reception, which was 
distributed so freely to all others, would be on this occasion ex¬ 
tended to him. As they came on, they heard the voluntary 
scrapings and bravura effusions of the gallmit fiddfers, who im¬ 
patiently flimg alreadj from their bows those sounds with which 
they were to animate the evenmg. The clamour of the disk’s 
assistaute, and, the loud scolding tones of the cook himself, were 
^0 to be heard—soiunda of dissonance at any other time, but 
v^icht subdued with othefB, and by certain happy associatiotis, 
form no disagreeable part of the full chorus which always pre¬ 
cedes a rural feast 

«^Ieanwhile, the ^ests advanced, each full of their own 
thoughts, Mordaunt’s we have already noticed. Baby was 
wrapt up in the melancholy grief wid surprise «xcited by the 
p«;bitive conviction that so much victuals had been cooked at 
once as were necessary to feed all tlie n^ouths which were 
clamouring around her—an enormity of expensd; which, though 
she was no w^ay concerned in bearing it, affected her nerves, as 
the behold^ing a massacre would touch those qf the most in¬ 
different spectator, however well assured of°his om pm»onal 
safety. She sickened, in short, at the sight of so much ex- 
travaganoei, like Abyssinian Bruce, wh^ he saw the luckless 
minstr^ of Qondar hacked to pieces by mr^er of Bus 
Michael M for her brother, they being now arrived where the 
rude and antique, instruments of Zkland agriculture lay scattered 
in*^6 usual conihsiOn of a Scottish b^-yard, his thoughts 
were at onoe engrossed in the defidencies of the one-stilted plou^ 
—of the t«n««w,'withcj«rhich th^^dig peats—of the iled^ <m 
which they transport oommoditiw—all and every In 
short, in which (»ages cff the islands differed ffom ^lose of 
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the maiuland of BcotlaiuL The sigLt of these imperfect inatru- 
meats stirred the blood of Tiiptolemus Yellowley, as that of the 
bold warri<» rises at seeing the anus and insignia of the enemy 
he is about to^ combat; and^ fmthful to his high emprise, he 
though# less ot the hunger which hisejoumey had occasioned, 
although about to be satisfied bf such a dinner as rarely fell to 
his lot, than upon the task which he had undertaken, of civilising 
the manners, and improving the cultivation, of Zetland. 

“ Jaciit* ai«o,” he muttei]^ to himself; this very day 
shall prove whether the Zetlmiders are worthy of our labours, 
or whether their minds are as incapah!e of cultivation as their 
peatmosses. Yet let us be cautious, and watch the soft tune 
of speech.® I feel, by my o^ •experience, that it were best to 
let the body, in its present^ state,•take the pjace of the mind. 
A mouthfuf of that same roast-b^, which smells so delicately, 
will form an apt introduction to my gri|i(h plan for improvmg 
thcFubreed of stock.” 

•By this time the visitors had reached the low J?ut ample front 
of Magnus Troil’s residence, which seemed of various dates, 

IdTge and iltimagined additions, hastily adapted to the Original 
building, as th^increasmg estate, or enlarged family, of successive 
prophetois, appeared to each to demand. Beneath a low, broad, 
and large porch, supported by two huge carved posts, onc6^4ho 
head ornaments of vessels which had found shipwreck upoji the 
coast, stood Magnus himself, mtent on the hospitable toil of 
receivmg and welcoming the numerous guests who successively 
approached. strong portly figure was well adaj^d to the 
dress which he* wore—a blue coat of an antique cut, lined with 
scarlet, and laced and looped with gold down the seams and 
button-holes, and along the ample culBa. Strong aq^ masculine 
features, rendermi ruddy and brown by frequent exposure to 
severe weather—a quantity of most venerable siTVer hair, which 
fell in tmsjiom prof^ion from under hk gold-laced hat, and was 
carelsB&ly tied wilh a ribbon bdiind, express^ at once bis ad- 
vanoed age, his hasty, yet well-conditioned temper, and his 
robust consktutaon. As our traveUers approached him, a shade 
of displeasure seemed to arose his brow, and to mterrupt for an 
instmut the honest and hearty burst of hilanCy with which he, 
had been in the act of gieetiqg all prior arrivals. When he ap- 
prooebed Qlh!4itolemus Tellowley, he drew himself up, so as to 
mix, as H were, some share of the stately importance of the 

^ m 
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opulent Udaller with the welcome afforded by the imok and 
hoepilAble landlord. ^ f 

You «r6 welcome, Mr. Yellowley,*’ wae hii addrees to ^ 
factor; “you are welcome to Wesfcra-~the winrfhae blown you 
oft a rou^ ooaet, and wc that are the nativea must be Mud to 
you aa we can. This, I believe, is your sistor—^Misteess Barbara 
Yellowley, permit me the honour of a fueighbourly salute.”— 
And so saying, with a daring and self-devoted court(M^> which 
would find no equal in our dage^erate days, he aotufklll)^ Ventured 
to salute the with^ecf cheek of Ibhe spinstress, who telajced so 
much of her usual peeviifiiness of expression as to receive the 
courtesy witib something which approached to a smile. He then 
looked full at Mordaunt Mertdi^ and, without ofibring his 
hand, said, in a tqne somewlJat broken liy suppressed agitation, 
“You too are welcome, Master Mordaunt.*’ ® 

“Did I not think said Mordaunt, naturally offended 
the coldness of his host’s manner, “ I had not been here-^d 
it is not yet too late to turn back.” 

“ It oung man,” replied Magnus, “ you know better than most, 
that from these doors no man can turn, without an offence to 
their owner. I pray you, disturb not my gue^ by your ill- 
timed scruples. When Magnus Troil says welcome, idl are 
wei^nme who are within hearing of his voice, and it is an in- 
diffeuont loud one.—^Walk on, my worthy guests, and let us see 
what chSbr my lasses can make you within doors.’* * 

*30 saying, and taking care to m^e his manner so general to 
the whole p^y, that Mordaunt should not Jfe able to appro¬ 
priate any particular portion of the welcome to fiimsdf, nor yet 
to complain of being excluded firom all share in it, the Udaller 
ushered tshe guests into his house, where two lyrge outer rooms, 
which, on tiie present occasion, served the purpose of a modem 
saloon, were already crowded with guests of every dflscripticm. 

The fiimiture was sufficimitly simple, and^ % ^aractear 
peculiar to the si^tion of these stormy islands. Magnus TioB 
was, indeed, lice most of the higher tSass of jSetland paroprietom, 
a Mend to the distressed traveUer, whelto by sea or limd, and 
had repeatedly exerted his whole authority la protecting the 
i property and pe^ns of ahipwredced mariners; yet so 
were wrecks upon thatetremandouft coast, and so mai^ oahl^ro- 
printed ar^cles oetutantly fiung sshoie, that the initHiQar 
of the house boib s|i£loieiit witness to the ravages of the ocaam 
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Had to exearciBO of those rights which the lawy^s term Fhu 
Horn imd 1%e chairs, which were arran^ aroimd the 

walk, ifete saon as are used ia eahios, tUQd of ^em were 
of iomga wmstruofcioB; the myrors and cabinets, whieh were 
placed against the waVs for ornament or cOtfvenience, had, it 
was from their form, been constructed for ship-board, and 
one or twn of the latter were.pf atrang^ and unlmown wood. 
Even the partition which separated the two Apartments seemed 
constructed out of the bulk-heads of some large veffl^el^ clumsily 
adt^ited to the service which it at present perfonlled, by the 
labour of*some native joiner.* To a stranger, these evident 
marks and tokens of human misAy might, at the first glance, 
form a contrast with the scene of mirth with which they were 
ndw associated ^ but the association was *so familiar to the 
natfPes, that it did not for a moment interrupt the course of 

thflir glee. • 

To the yoijnger part of these revelJ^ th5 presence of Mordaunt 
w& like a fresh charm of enjoyment. All came around him to 
marvel at his al|ieiice, and all, by their repeated inquiries, plainly 
showed that they conceived it had bwn entirely volunt^y on his 
aide. The youth Mt that this general acceptation relieved/is 
anxiety on one painful point. Whatever prejudice the famUy of 
Burgh Westra*might have adopted respecting him, it mhst of 
a private naturo; and at least he had not the additional pain of 
finding that he wiM depreciated in the eyes of society al large, 
and his vindica^on, when he found opportunity to make one, 
would not require to be extended beyond the cirde of a single 
family. This Was ponsoling; though his heart still thnabbed with 
anxiety at the thought of meeting with his estranged, but still 
bdoved frimids. Laying the excuse of Jis alwendfe on his father's 
state of health, ho made his way through the various groups of 
friends, aud guwts, each of whom seemed wilifpg to detain him 
as long as possible, and having, by presenting them'to one or two 
fiuplllf a of OQQSsqmmce, got rid of his travelling companions, who 
at first stuck fast as burs,• he reached at length the door of a 
mjartment, which, opening from one of the large ex^rior 
rooms w have mentioned, Minna and BreiMa had been permitted 
to fit up albOF their own taste, and to esll their pemdiar {property. 

Mordaimt had ocmtributed no small share of Inven^on and 
medsKdea! exeeix^on employed in fitting up fevourite apart- 
fBsnt^ and in disposing its ornaments. It was, indeed* during hk 
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last residence at Burgh Westra, as free to thi| entxanco ami 
o^pupation, as to its proper mistresses But nowj^so mtich Turere 
times altered, that he ^mained with his finger on th# latdi, 
uncertain whether he should take the freedom to draw it, until 
Brenda’s voice pr?»nounced the words, “ fllome in, then,” in the 
tone of one who is interrupted by an unwelcome disturber, who is 
to be heard and despatched with ^11 the speed possible. 

At this signal Mertoim entered the fanciful cabinet of the 
sisters, wni^h by the addition of many ornaments, including 
some articles of considerable value, had l^en fitted ^ for* the 
approaching festival. The daughters of Magnus, at the moment 
of Mordaunt’s entrance, were seated in deep consultation with the 
stranger Cleveland, and with a little slight-made old man, whose 
eye retained all the Vivacity of spirit, which had supported hifli 
under the thousand vicissitudes of a changeful and precaff&us 
life, and which,accompanying him in his old age, rendered his 
grey heirs less awfully reverend perhaps, but not jess beloved, 
than would a more grave and less imaginative expression of coulfi- 
tenance and character. There was even a penetrating shrewdness 
mingled in the look of curiosity, with which, as he stepped for an 
insUnt aside, he seemed to watch the meetmg of Mordaimt with 
the two Jpvdy sisters. 

^.The reception the youth met with resembled, fii general %ha 
racter, that which he had experienced from Ma^us himself; but 
the maidens could not so well cover their sense qjF the change of 
circumstances under which they met. Both blushed, as, rising, 
and without extending the hand, far less offering the i^eek, as 
the fkshion*Df the times permitted, and almost exacted, they paid 
to Mordaunt the salutation due to an ordinary acquaintance. 
But the blush of the oldOT was one of those transient‘evidences of 
flitting emotion, that vanish as fast as the passing thujight which 
excites them, Ix an instant she stood before the youth otdm and 
cold, returning, with guarded and cautious cottiitesy, the ustud 
civilities, whi^j'with a faltering voice, Mordaunt eaadeavoured to 
pfbsent to her. . The emotion cff Btenfia bore, eitemally at least, 
a deeper and mose agitating character. Her Uush extended over 
every port of her b^i^ul skin which her dress permitted to be 
vtiible, including her ^slender neck, and the uppe/regiofi of a 
finely-fbrmed boapm. Neither did she even attempt to reply to 
what share of his conf^ed compliment Mordaunt addres^ to 
her hx parricuiar, bu^ Vsegarded him with in whioh dis- 
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ploasvre 'vas eyidently mingled with ieelingft of regret^ and 
reocdlectlosB cf form^ times. Mordaunt felt, as it 'wer^, assured 
upon Idle instanli! that the regard of Minna was eictinguiBhed, but 
that it might bd ^t possible to recover tljat of the milder Brenda; 
and such is the waywardness of human fancy, that tho^h he 
had never hitherto mi^e any (fistiuct difference betwin these 
two beautiful and interesting girls, the favour of her, which 
seemed most absolutely withdrawn, became at the moment the 
most interesting in his eyes. ** * • 

He was disturbed in these hasty redactions by Cleveland, who 
advanced with military fhmkness, to pay his compligients to his 
preserver,'having only delay^tlong enough to permit the ex¬ 
change of the ordinary salutation* betwixt the visitor and the 
ladies of thtffamily. He mdlde his approach with so good a grace, 
that it was impossible for Mordaunt, although be dated his loss 
of 4avour at Burgh Westra from the stranger’s appearance on 
the coast and dpmestication in the family, to do less than return 
his advances as courtesy demanded, accept his l^hanks with an 
appearance of satisfaction, and hope that his time had*passed 
pleasantly since their last meeting. 

Cleveland wis about to answer, but he was anticipated by tlie 
little old map, formerly noticed, who now thrusting himself for¬ 
ward, and seizing Mordaunt’s hand, kissed him on the forehl^ , 
an(h then at the same time echoed and answered his q^estton— 

“ How passes time at Burgh W^tra ? Was it you that asiied 
it, my prince of cliff and of the scaur il How should it j»ss, 
but with all thb wings that beauty and joy can ad^ tt* help its 
flight 1” 

“ And wit apd song, too, my good old friend,” said Mordaunt, 
half-aerious, half-jesting, as he shook the old man ‘cordially by 
the hand.-^“ These cannot be wanting, whqpe Claud Halcro 
comes!” 

Jeer me not,* Mordaunt, my good lad,” replied the old man; 
** whm your foot is as slow as mine, your wM frpzen, and your 
song out of tune"- 

“How can you belie jrourself, my good piaster?” answered 
Mordaunt, who was not unwilling to avail himself of his old 
fnend’a peculiarities to introduce somefhmgflike conversation,* 
break the Mrkwardness of t£s singular meeting, and gain time 
for observation, ere requiring an exidanation.of the change of 
conduct which the ^mUy seemed to have adopted towaords him 
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“ Say not so,** he continued. Time, my old Mead, lay» Ikii 
hand lightly on the hard. Have I not heaiid you say, ^ |}oet 
partakes the immortality of his song? oad lurely ^ 
English poet, you used to tdl us of, 'was dd^ than lyomnell 
when Jje puD^ the bow-oar among all the wits of London.** 

This alluded />o a story which was, fs the French term it, 
Halcro’s cheval de hatmlU^ and any allusion to which was certain 
at once to place him in the saddle, and to push his hobby-horse 
into full career. « " ‘ 

His laughing eye kind)(3d with a sort of enthusiadm, which the 
ordinary fo^ of this world might have called erased, while he 
clashed into the subject whicht he best loved to talk upou. 
“ Alas, alas ! my dear Morckunt Mertouu, silver is silver, and 
waxes not dim % use—and pewter is pewter, aald grows the 
longer the duller. 7th not for poor Claud Halcro to name him¬ 
self in the same twelvemonth with the immortal John Lryden. 
True it is, as I may have told you before, that I have seen that 
great man, nay, I have been in the Wits’ Coffeehouse, as it was 
then called, and had once af pinch out of his own very snuff-box. 
I must have told you all how it happened, but here is Captain 
Cleveland who never hoard it—I l^ged, you*'must know, in 
RiV««l Street—I qudbtion not but you know Russel Street, Co¬ 
ven^ Garden, Captain Cleveland f' 

“ I should know its latitude pretty well, Mr. Halcro,** sakhthe 
Coptam, smiling; but I believe you mentioned the circumstance 
yesterday, and besides we have the dajr’s dqty in hand—^you 
must play us this song which we are to study.” * 

** It will not serve the turn now,” said Halcro; “ we must think 
of something that will take in our dear Mordauni^ the first voice 
m the island, whether for a part or sdo. I will never be he will 
touch a string to you, unless Mordaimt Mertoun is to help us out 
—What say you, my fairest Night ?—^what think yoi^ my sweet 
Dawn of I>ayf’' he added, addressing the young women, up(m 
whom, M we kav^ said elsewhere, he had long ^ore he^wed 
these aRegoiical names, 

“ Hr. Mordaunt Hertoun/’ smd Htqpa, ^ has emne too late to 
he^of our band on this oooasion—^it is our misfortune^ but it 
*caniiot be helped.** « ^ 

"Howl what I” said Hslero, hastity—"too latewand |oa 
have practised together all your lives t take my word, mykonx^ 
lasses, that old tunOh are sweetest, and old Mends surest 3^. 
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OletdMi Jbat ft fine befts, that mu^ be allowed; but 1 would 
have you taat for the first ^ot to one dT the fine airs 

you ean etng, wh^ Mordaunt^s t<mQr joins so well with your own 
wit 0 hei 7 *^hflre m my lovely Day approves the change in her* 
heart*’ ^ * 

** You were never in ymr life more mi^aiken,4fiither Halcro/' 
said Brenda^ her cheeks again reddening^ more with displeasure, 
it seemed, ^an with shame. ^ 

“ ^ay, but how is this 1” said *tne old man, fusing, and look¬ 
ing at tlwm alternately. ** What have Ve got here 1-^ cloudy 
night and a red morning?—^that betokens rough weather.—What 
means all this, young women ?»—Svhere lies the offence 1—In me, 

I fear ; for the blame is alwi^ laid^pon the o\^est when young 
folks like yoif go by the ears.'* 

•* The blame is not with you, father Hald^o,*' said Minna, rising 
and taking her sister by the ann, “ if indeed there be blame any 
whdre.” • 

** I should /ear then, Minna,” said Mordftunt, endeavouring to 
soften his tone into one of indifferent \)l6asantry, “ that th% new 
comer has brou^t the offence along with him.” 

** Wben no oMnee is taken,” replied Mi^a, with her usual 
gravity, ** it matters not by whom such may have been offered” 

Is it possible, Minna 1” exclaimed Mordaunt, “ and is itjrou 
who ftpeak thmt to me!—And you too, Brenda, can you i«o judgo 
so harshly of me, yet without permitting mo one moment of honeft 
and frank explanation ?” 

“ Those who sliould know best,” answered Brenda, itl^ a low but 
decisive tone of voice, ** have told us their pleasure, and it must 
be done.—Sistes, think we have stayed too long her^ and shall 
be wanted elsewhere.—Mr. Mertoun will excase us on so busy « 
day.” • ♦ 

^ The aistepB link^ their arms together. Halcro in vain endea- 
vemned to stop them, making, at the same tjpie, a theatrical 
gesturi, and exclaiming, 

"Now, Day and Night, hut this in wondrous ftrange!” 

Then turned to Kordaunt Merfrmn, and added-j-^** The girls are , 
possessed with the spirit of mutability, showing, as our Master 
j^jenser well sal^ that 

^Amoag an living areatnns, more or lestMt,, ^ 

CStaiiaiB atm dom reign, and keep fite greotM' ftwav/ 
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Captain Oleveland,’' he continaed, *'know you aaythin^ that 
liaa happened to put these two juvenfle Gracea^ut it tune t** 
“He will lose his reckoning,” answered ^evelaad, “that 
spends time in inquiring why the wind shifts a point, why a 
womajd changes her mind. Were I Mr. Mordaunt, I would not 
ask the proud wenches another question on such a sutgect.” 

“It is a friendly advice, Captain Cleveland,” replied Mor¬ 
daunt, “ and I will not hold it^the less so that it has been given 
unasked. Allow me to inquire* if you are yourself as indiSerent 
to the (jpmion of yoiu** female friends, as it seems you would 
have me t# be ?” • 

“ Who, I ?” said the Captain, with mi luj of frafcik indiffer¬ 
ence ; “ I never tiiought twi^e upon^such a subject. I never saw 
a woman worth thinking twice about after thi anchor was 
ari)eak—on shorerit^ another thing; and I will laugh, sihg, 
dance, and make love, if they like it, with twenty girls,•Vero 
they but half,, so pretty as those who have left us, and inake 
them heartily welconie to change their course in tjio sound of a 
boats^i^ain's whistle. It ^1 be odds but I wear as fast* as 
they can.” ^ 

A patient is seldom pleased with that sort of consolation 
wi^ich is founded on holding light the malady of which he 
complains; and Mordaunt felt disposed to be offended with 
Captain*’Cleveland, both for taking notice of his embarrassAent, 
asid intruding upon him his own opinion, and he replied, 
therefore, somewhat sharply, “that Captaim"Cleveland’s senti¬ 
ments were only suited to such as had the art to become 
universal favountes wherever chance happened to throw them, 
and who c^uld not lose in one place more th%n 4heir merit was 
sure to gain for them in another.” 

This was spoken iro*ically; but there was, to confess the 
truth, a superior knowledge of the world, antis oon%uousness of 
external merit at least, about the man, which rendered his 
interference douWy disagreeable. As Sir Lucius OTWigger says, 
there was an air. of success about Oaptidn Cleveland which was 
mighty provoking. Young, handsome, and Well assured, his 
air of nautical bluntness sat natoiaUy and easily upon him, and 
was perhaps pailioulaffly well fitted to the siinple of 

the remote country In which he found himself; and wheare, 
even in the best families, a greater degree of leAiement might 
have rdhdered his ^versatkm rather less acceptaMe. He was 
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ooRtented, in tiie proseat i&staaoe, to smile good-humouredly at 
the obvious disc^teut of Mordauut Mertouu^ aud replied, 

** You are^giy udth me, my good friend, but you cannot make 
me imgry ^ith you. The feir hands of aA the pretty women I * 
over saw in my life would never have fished me up out of the 
iloost of Sumburgh. pray, do not quarrel*with me; for 
here is Mr. Halcro witness that I have struck both jack and 
topsail, and should you fire a broadside intq me, cannot return 
a single shot.” ^ * 

** Ay, ay,” said Halcro, “ you must be friends with ‘Captain 
Cleveland, Hordaunt. Never quarrel with your frienfi because 
a woman is whimsical. Why,* nian, if they kept one humour, 
how the devil^could we makesso many songs on •them as we do? 
Evtn old Diyden himself, glorious old John, could have said 
little;^bout a girl that was always of onefnAi4—as well write 
verses upon a mill-pond. It is your tides and your roosts, and 
your currents and eddies, that come and go, and ^ebb and flow 
(bytHeaven ! 4 run into rh 3 mie when,I 80 *much as think upon 
them), that smile one day, rage the next, flatter and devour, 
delight and ruinous, and so forth—it is these that give the rail 
soul of poetry. Did you never hear my Adieu to the Lass of 
Northmaven—that was poor Bet Stimbister, whom I call 
for libe sound’i sake, as I call myself HacoTi after my ^cat 
ancestor Hacon Goldemund, or Haco with the goldeif mouth, 
who came to the.island with Harold Harfager, and was hfs 
chief Scald?—W^, but where was I?—Oh, ay-^poor Bet 
Stimbister, she (and partly some debt) was the dmse of my 
leaving the isles of Hjaltland (better so called than Shetland, 
or Zetland even), rand takmg to the broad world. L have hafi 
a tramp of it since that time—I have battled my way through 
the world, Captain, as a man of mol9 may, that has a light 
" hea^r %At punai, and a heart as light as them both—fought 
my wiy, and iwdd my way—that is, either with money or wit— 
have seen kings ch^ged and deposed, as you Would turn a 
tenant out of ^ scathold^—knew all the wits of the age, and 
especially the glorious Jolfii Diyden—what man in the islands 
can say as much, barring lying ?—had a pinoh out of his own . 
snuff-to—will tell you hoif I came b/such promotion.” 

" But the song, Mr. Hidcro,” said Captain Cleveland. 

“The answered Malcro, seizing th®*Captain^ the 

button.—for he was too much accustomed to have bis oudieoce 
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escape from him during recitation, not to put in praetiee idl ^ 
usual means of prevention,—'* The song? Vhy I gave A eqip^ 
of it, with fifteen others, to the immortal John. JTott shall 
hear it—you shall hlar them all, if you will but stand st^ a 
moment; and you too, my dear boy, Mordaunt Hertoun, 1 have 
scarce heard sf word from your moufh these six monihs, smd 
now you are running away from me,*' So saying^ he secured 
him with his other hand. •• 

" Nay, now he* has got us both in tow," said the seaman, 
“ there & nothing for it but hearing him out, though b^ sfuna 
as tough f yam as ever an old man-of-war’s-man t^ted on ^e 
watch at midnight ” ♦ * * 

“ Nay, now, be silent, be sileniij and let one oS us speak at 
once,” said the poet,, imperatively; while Cleveland and Mor¬ 
daunt, looking at* ejtch other with a ludicrous expressyan of 
resignation to their fate, waited in submission for the well-knewn 
and inevitable tale. " I will tell you all about it,” continue 
Halcro. “ I was knocked about the world likef other young 
fellows, doing this, that, and t'other, for a livelihood; for, 
thank God, I could turn my hand to anything-*-but loving still 
the Muses as much as if the ungrateful jades had found me, like 
B<r,many blockheads, in my own coach-and-six. However, I 
hel(b out till my cousin, old Lawrence Linklettei; died, and left 
mo the Wt of an island yonder; although, by the way, Oultmal- 
ufdie was as near to him as I was ; but l^wrence loved wit, 
though he had little of his own. Well, he fefb me the wee bit 
island—it is as barren as Parnassus itself. What then ?—I have 
a penny to spend, a penny to keep my purse, a ^ny to give to 
the poor—«ay, and a bed and a little feat a firiend, as you shall 
know, boys, if you will ^ hack with me when this merriment 
is over,—But where was! in my story ?” 

"Near port, t hope,” answered Cleveland; but Halcro was 
too determined % narrator to be interrupted by the In^mdeiMi 
hint * 

“ Oh, ay,” he Tesumed, with the self-safcisfiej air of one who 
btls recover^ the thread hf a story, **1 was in my old lodgings 
• in Russel Street^vsdth old fimothy ^Thimblethwmte, the l^uster 
Fashioner, then the belMoiowii mlii about town. He madh fm 
all the wits, and for 'the dull boobies of fintmlie besides, eud 
made the one pay the other. He never denied a wit credit 
save In *Jest, or fbr thewsake of gening a repartee; and he was 
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in (sdTTespoadeaieB with all that was w(»^ knowing about 
town. *He had letters from Orowne, and Tate, and PHor, and 
Tom Bro^^ and all the frmons fddowe of the time, with such 
fielletB of wjt| thai there was no reading them without laughing 
ready to die, andf all ending with caraving a farther term for 
paymmit.** 

** I should have thought the tailbr would have found that jest 
rather seiions/’ said Mordaont 

** Kot a bit- 1 -not a bit,” replied ^his eulogist j “ Tim Thimble- 
thwaite (he was a Cumb^land mlm by birtll) had the soul of a 
prinee—ay, and died with the fortune of one; for woe betide 
the cuatard-goiged alderman that came under Tim’s gi^ose after 
he had got One of ^ose letter^—•egad, he was sure to pay the 
kain ! Why, Thimblethwaite was tlmught to be the original of 
little Tom Bibber, in glorious D'ohn’s comedy of the Wild 
Qaliant; and I know that he has trusted ay, and lent John 
moneyrio boot out of his own pocket, at a time when all his 
fine Court friends blew cold enough. He trusted me too, and 1 
have been two months on the score at a* time for my upper 
rooifi. To be sure, I was obliging tn his way—not tlfet I 
exactly could shape or sew, nor would that have been decorous 
for a genrieman of good descent j but I—eh, eh—I drew bills— 

summed up the books”- * » 

Ckuri^ home the clothes of the wits and aldermen, and ^^t 
lodging for youw labour," interrupted Cleveland. •• 

“No, no—damn it, no,” replied Halcro; “no such thing—# 
you put me out in my story—^where was 11” 

“ Nay, the de^ help you to the latitude,” said the Captain, 
extricating his button fium the gripe of the unmerciful bard’s 
finger and thumb, “ for 1 have no time to take an observation." 
So saying, be bolted from the room. 

** A e^y, ill-bred, conceited fopl,” saii Halcro, looking after 
bim; ** witi^as little manners as wit in his empty coxcomb. I 
wonder what Magnmi and these silly wenches can see in him— 
he tfdbi such damnable long-winded stories, ^too, about his 
adventures and sea-fights—every second word,a lie, I doubt 
not. Mordaunt, my demr l^y, take example by that man—that 
is, take warning by him—never tell long stories about yourself. 
You are 8(Ntnetim^ given to t$lk too nmch about your own 
ftQdcatB on and deerries, ^ the like, which only breaks 
oonvesaation^ ^events other folk from being beard. Now 
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1 see you are impatient \o hear out what I waa saying—Stop^ 
whereabouts was II” • 

** 11^ we must put it off, Mr. HaLcro, until dinnear^” 
said Mordaunt, who also meditated his ^oaffe, though doBtroua 
^ of effecting it with iQpre delicacy towards hi/ old acquaintance 
than^Oaptain Cleveland had thought it necessaiy to use. 

“ Nay, my dear boy,” said Halcroi, sewng himself about to 
be utterly deserted, “ do not you leave me too—never take so 
bad an example as to sot light by old acquaintance, Mordaunt. 
I have wandered^ idany a weafy step in my day; but they were 
always lightened wheir I could get hold of the arm of an old 
friend lil^ youraelf.” • 

So saying, he quitted the ysu^h’s coat, and, slidfhg his hand 
gently under his arm, grappled him more effectiiaUy, to which 
Mordaunt submitted, a little moVed by the poe<,’e observation 
upon the unkiudncia of old acquaintances, under whiclf ho 
himself was an iminediate sufferer. But when Halcro renewed 
his formidable question, “ Whereabouts was I ?” Mordaunt; pro- 
ferrmg his poetry to his prose, reminded him of the song which 
he sLid he had written upon his first leaving Zetland,—a hong 
to which, indeed, the inquirer was no stranger but which, as it 
must bo new to the reader, we shall here ins^t as a favourable 
Miecimen of the poetical powers of this tuneful descendant of 
aaco the Golden-mouthed; for, in the opinion of many tolerable 
judges^bo held a respectable rank among the inditers of tnadri- 
of the period, and was as well qualified to give immortality 
to his Nancies of the hills or dales, as many a gentle sonnettcer 
of wit and pleasure about town. He wa/ something of a 
musidau also, and on the present occasion seised upon a sort of 
lute, and^ quitting his victim, prepared the instrument for an 
accompaniment, speakmg all the while that he might lose 
no time. • 

^^1 learned the lute,” he said, ^^from the same man whe 
taught honest Shadwdl—plump Tom, as tliey nsea to call him 
—somewhat ro&gbly treat^ by the glorious John, you remember 
—Mordaunt, you remember— 

* Mdtblnks I flee the new ArionpflftQ, 

The'lute still trembling underneath thy nail, 

At thy wsU^topen'd thmnhi ttom shore to shore, 

The treUes squeak for felT, the basses roar/ 

Come, I am indifferently in tune now—what was it to be)—ay. 
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I Tomembecwmiijr, The Iduss of Northmaven is the ditty—^poor 
Bet Stimbister I 1 have called her Mary in the v^es. Betsy 
does veQ an*£uglish song; but Maiyr is more naturajl here.** 
3o after aSshort preLudOi he sung, with a tolerable voioe 

and 60 in%taste^ the following verses:— ^ 



A 


" Rirewell to Northmaven, 

Grey HiUswicke, faiewell I 
To the calms of thy haven, 
The storms on thy fell— 

To each breeze that can vary 
The molb of thy mam. 

And to thee, bonny Mary I 
We meet %>t again. 

A 

Hirewell the void ferry, 

Which Hacon could bravo, 
When the peaks of the Skerry 
Were white In the wave, 
lliere’s a ma^ may look over 
* These wild waves m vam— 
For the skiff of her lover— 

He comes not%gaiir. 


“ The vows thou hast broke, 

'* ^ On the Wddxurrents fling them; 
On the<t'}mcksand and ro^ 

Let the mermaldens sing them 
New sweetness they’ll ^ive her 
0 Bewildering strmn, 

But there’s one who will never 
Believe them again. 

“ Oh wore t\ere an island, 
Tbough'uveT so wild. 

Where woman could smile, and 
No man be begfhled— 

Too tempftng a snare 

po<ir mortals were give^ 
And the hope would hx there, 
That should anchor on heaven! ” 


“ I see you are softened, my young friend,** said Halcro, whim 
he ba^ finished Jjiis song; “ so are most who hear that san^e ditty 
Wor^ and music both mine own; and without saying much 
the wit of it, there is a sort of eh—eh—simplicity and truth 
about it, which gefe its way to most folk’s heart. jEvt* ^ your 
father cannot resist it—and he has a heart as impenetrable to 
poetry and song as Apollo himself could draw an arrow against 
Bur ihen he has*had some ill luck in his time with the women¬ 
folk, as is plain fixim his owing them si^h a grudge.—Ay, ay, 
there the charm lies—none of us but has felt the same sore in 
^ our da#.' But come, my dear boy, they are mustering in the 
hal^ men and women both—^plagues as they art, wo should get 
on ill vitbout them—but before we go, only mark the last turn-— 


* And the bbpe would fix there,'— 


that is, in tiie supposed island^-*^ place ^hich ’neither was no) 
will be— 


s^nld ondior tm heaven.' 
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Now you see, my good young nm^ there are here none fom 
heati^eniah raote, which Bocheeter, Et^eridge,^ and these 1#d 
fellows,, used to string together. A parson might sing the eOng, 
and his clerk bear the burden—^but there *«s the confound^ 
, bell—we must go no^;—but never mind—^we"Sl get into a quiet 
com^ at night, and IHI tell you all about it.” 


‘CHAPTER THIRTEENTH. 

Full in the nudst the poholi’d table elibies. 

And the bright gobleW, igtch with generous winU ; 

Now each partakai the feast, the wine pi^iares, 

PorUons tlie roo<l, and eodo the portion shaiine , 

Nor till tl^ rage of thirst and hunger ceased, ^ 

To thehi^ host approach’d the sagacious guest. 

OnvBBErr 

The hospitalSlc provision of Magnus Troirs board, the number 
of guests who feasted m«,tbe hall, the much greater number of 
retainers, attendants, humble friends, and domestics of eveiy 
possible description, who revelled without,'with the multitude of 
still poorer, and less honoured assistants, who came from 
€^ery hamlet or township within twenty'miles round, to ahare 
th6 bqmty of the munificent Udaller, were such as altogether 
^tonished Triptolemus Yellowley, and made him internally doubt 
whether it would be prudent in him at this time, and amid the 
ftill glow of his hospitality, to propose to tffe host who presided 
over such a splendid banquet, a radical diange in the whole 
customs and usages of this country. ^ 

True, file sagacious Triptolemus felt consdous that he pos¬ 
sessed in his own persqn wisdom far supeiidr to th&t of all the 
assembled feesters, to say nothing of the landlord, against whose 
prudence the very ext<mt of his hdepitality fofmOd, ^ Yeltowley’s 
opinion, sullldaht evidence. But yet the AMphRayon wi^ whom 
one dines, Imlda, for the time at leeat, an ininence over the 
qimds of his most distinguished gj^ests; and if the dinner be 
in good style, and the wines of the right quality, it is humbling 
to see that neite nor wisdom, scarce ejctemal rank 
can assume their natural and Wonted superiority ovw the 4^ 
tnbutor of these good thingis, until oeffee has bew brought In. 
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rnptolemus felt the full wdght of this temporary superiority, 
yet Im was desirous to do somethix^ that might ymdicate the 
vaunts he had |aade to his sister and his feltow-trav^er, and 
he stole a look ^ them from time to tiij^e, to mark whether h^ 
was not^sinking in their esteem from postponing his promised 
lecture on the enormities of Zetland. 

But Mrs. Barbara wdl busily engaged in noting and register¬ 
ing the waste incurred in such an entertainment as she had pro¬ 
bably never before looked upon, and m*B4miring the host's 
indifference to, and the guests' absolute iiegligence of, those rules 
of civility m which her youth had been brought^ up. The 
feastdhi deiired to be helped from a dish which was unbroken, 
and might have figured at supper, ^th as much freedom as if it 
had undcrgqpe the ravages %f h^f^dozeu guests, and no one 
seamed to care—^the landlord himself leaskof^all—whether those 
dishes only were consumed, which, fnnii their nature, were 
Incapable of re-appearance, or whether the assault was extended 
to the substanti^ rounds of beef, i)asties, imd so fbrth, which, by 
thg rules of gsod housewifery, wore dc^tmed to stand two attacks, 
and which, therefore, according to Mrs. Barbara’s ideas of polite¬ 
ness, ought not *0 have been annihilated by the guests upon the 
first onset, but spared, like Outis in the cave of Polyphemus, Jo 
be devoured the last. Lost in the meditations to which th^e 
breaches of convivial discipline gave rise, and in the c<j|iteifipLa- 
tion of an ideal larder of cold meat which sh6 could hage 
saved out of the wreck of roast, boiled, and baked, niifi.cient to 
have supplied heff cupboard for at least a twdveflfionlh, Mrs. 
Barbara cared very little whether or not her brother supported 
in its extent the character which he had calculated upon 
assuming. * * 

Mordaunt Mertoun also was conversant with far other thoughts 
than those which regarded the proposed reformer of Zetland 
enormities. • His seat was betwixt two blithe maidens of Thide, 
who, net taldi^ scorn that ho had upon oihef oopasions given 
preference te daughters of the Udaller, were glad of the 
ehance whidi aas|gned to th^ the attentions of so distinguished 
a gaHaat, who, as being ^eir squire at the feast, might in all 
probability become their partner in the subsequent dance. But, 
whiltl^ tendmng to his fidr ndlghbours all the usual attentions 
which sociefy required, Mordatmt kept up a covert, but accurate 
and dkae observatioa, upon his estranged friends, Mhuia and 
” VOL. xm, n 
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Brenda. The Udaller hmuielf had aehare of hla attentloii^ Inifc 
in him he could remark Dothisg, excefit the usual tone of hearty 
and somewhat boisterous hospitality, Udth whii^h he was aceus^ 
tomed to animate the liquet upon all sudi oetWons of general 
festivity. But in the differing mien of the two maidens thm 
was much more room for painful remark. 

Captain Cleveland sat betwixt the sifters, was s^ulous in his 
attentions to both, and Mordaimt was so placed, that he could 
observe all, and hear a great deal, of what passed between them. 
But Olcreland’s peoulia*: regard seemed devoted to the elder 
sister. Of tins the younger was perhaps conscious, for more 
than once her eye glanced towards Mordaunt, and, as he thought, 
with something in it which j-esemlfled regret for the interruption 
of their intercourse, and a sad rMncmbrance of fonper and more 
friendly times; while Minna was exclusively engrossed by tlie 
attentions of her ne^hbour; and that it should be so, filled 
Mordaunt with surprise and resentment. 

Minna, the ‘senoui^ the prudent, the reserved, whose counte¬ 
nance and manners indicaVd so much elevation of charhcter^ip- 
Minna, the lover of solitude, and of those paths of knowledge in 
which men walk best without company—the enemy of light 
iq^th, the friend of*musing melancholy, and the frequenter of 
foi!tntain-heads and pathless glens—she whose character seemed, 
in sliortj^tlie very reverse of that which might be captivat^ by 
the bold, coarse, and daring gallantry of such a man as this Cap¬ 
tain Cleveland, gave, nevertheless, her eye and ear to him,^as he 
sat beside her at table, with an interest and ^ graoiousness of 
attention, which, to Mordaimt, who wdl knew how to judge of 
h^ feelings by her manner, intimated a degree of the highest 
favour. He observed this, and his heart rose against the fiavourite 
by whom he had been tl^pB superseded, as we^ as against Mbma's 
indismeet departure frran her own character. 

** What tiiere about the man,*’ he said within hinsseh^ ** more 
than the bol^ aiid daring assumption of importanOe whi^ is de¬ 
rived from sucoess in petty enterprises, and the mtermse of petty 
despotism over a ship’s crew f—^His very langq^ Is more pro- 
regional than is us^ by the enp^Wr (^cors of the Biirisb 
navy; and the wit w^ph has exciW so many smiles, seems to 
me each as Minna w^d not fiteedy have endured fra^an 
etant. Even Brenda seems leas taken with his gaSanfry than 
Minna^ whom it skould have suited so littlr " 
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Moi'datmt w«s doubly mistaken in these his angry epemdations. 
In Ibe liiBti plaeO) with an eye which wa8» in some respeots, that 
ci n riral, he ori^icnsed far too soTerely the mannara and behariour 
of Captain Cl^dand. Th^ were unpolished, certainly; whijjh 
was or the less consequence in a oounfty inhabited by so phun 
and simple a race as the ancient^Setlandeis. On the othhr hand, 
there was an open, narfll frankness in Cleveland’s bearing—much 
natural shrewdness—some appropriate humour—an undoubting 
conddence in himself—and that enterprising hardihood cf dis¬ 
position, which, without any other reqpmnmdable quality, very 
often leads to success with the fair sex. But Mordaunt was 
fiirther nustaken, in supposing that Cleveland was^likely to Ik; 
disagreeable to Minna TroU,^if account of the opposition of their 
characters m so many material paAiculars. Had his knowledge 
of the world been a little more extensive, |ie might have observed, 
tliat as tmions are often formed betwixt (^tuples differing in oom- 
plc^onand stature, they take place more frequently betwixt 
persona totally differing in feelings, iu t^te, in pursuits, and in 
^pdmtanding ; and it would not bq saying, perhaps, to% much, 
to aver, that two-thirds of the marriages around us have been 
contracted betwixt persons, who, judging d prim, we should have 
thought had scarce at^ charms for each other. ^ 

A moral and primary cause might be easily assigned fmr these 
anomalies, in the wise dispensations of Providence, tha^thc^gene- 
ralWanoeof wit, wisdom, and amiable qualities of all kiqjls, 
slmuld be k^t up through society at large. For, what a world 
were it, if the«v^ were to intermarry only with the wise, the 
learned with the learned, the amiable with the amiaMe, nay, even 
the handsome with the handsomef mid, is it not evident, that tlio 
degraded castdl of the foolish, the ignorant, the bnftal, and the 
d^taaed (comprehending, by the way^far the greater portion of 
xnankhid), must, when condemned to exclusive^intercourse with 
sad) become gradually as much brutalised in person and 
disposition as so many ourangK^utangsl Whei^ therefore, we 
see the ** gentle joined to the rude,” we may lament the fate of 
the individaal, but we must not thd less admire the 

the moral and evil of lifewhich secures for a fiunily, * 
tmhappy in Ihe diqjrasitions of one parenl, a share of better and 
aweeim traosmitted from tlm other, and presses to the 
offiipring iSm afiiK^tooate care and protection of at least one of 
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those from whom it is naturally due. Without the frequent 
occurrence of such alliances and unions—^mis-eorted as 
at first si^nt—the world could not be that for|Which Eternal 
^^isdom has designed it—a {dace of mixed good and eyil—a 
place of trial at once, ana of suflTermg, where even the worst ills 
are clieckered with something t>hBt renders them tolerable tf> 
humble and patient minds, and where the best blessings carry 
with them a necessaiy alloy of imbittering depreciation. 

When, indeed, we look a little closer on the causes of those 
unexpected, and ill-suited attachments, we have occasion to ac¬ 
knowledge, that the means by which they are produced do not 
infer that complete departure from, or mcon8istency^wi11i,'"the 
character of the parties, which we might expect when the result 
alone is contemplated. The wise purposes which .Providence 
appears to have had in (yiew, by permitting such intermixture of 
dispositions, tempers, a>id understandings, in the mar!^ stat^ 
ore not accomplished by any mysterious impulse by which, jn 
contradiction to' the ordinary laws of nature, men or womeft are 
urged tfi* an union with thc»e^whom the world see to ha unsuitable 
to thorn. The freedom of will is permitted to us in the occurrences 
of ordinary life, as in our moral conduct; andim the fonner 
as well as tlie latter case, is often the memis of misguiding those 
who possess it. Thus it usually happens, more especially to the 
enthusiastic and imaginative, that, having foitned a picture of 
adgiiration in their own inmd, they too often deceive themselves 
by some faint resemblance in some existing being, whom thmr 
fancy, as speedily as gratuitously, invests with'ali tlie attributes 
accessary to complete the 6cau id4cd of mental perfection. No 
one perhaps, even in the happiest marriage, with an object really 
lieloved, ever discovered by experience aU the qtuditiee he ex-- 
pected to possess; hut far too many cases, he finds he has 
practised a much higher degree of mental deception, and has 
erected his airy castle of felicity upon some rainbow, wMoh owed 
its very existepceeonly to the peculiar state of the atmospheric. 

Thus, MordWt, if better acquainted with life, and irith the 
course of human things, would have been little su|prised that sudi 
a mim as Cleveland, l^dscune, bold, aild animated,—man who 
had obviously hvod in danger, and who spoke of it as sport, should 
have been invested, by a girl of hflnna’s fandAil chaiacter, witii 
an' extensive shaje of those qualities, whi<h, in her aeiave imagi* 
oarion, >were held to fill up the accompUshinents a heroic 
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(character. The plain bluntness of hia manner^ if remote iVoin 
eourte^, ai^>ear6(! at least aa widely diffisFent from deceit; and, 
uniiushioned as^e seemed by forma, he had enough both of natu¬ 
ral sewe, and^iatural good-breeding, tii> support the delusion be 
had oreuted, at least as far as externals were concerned^ It is 
Bcaroe necessary to ad(j^ that th&e observations api>ly exclusively 
to what are called love-matches; for when either party fix theii 
attachment upon the substantial comforts of a rental, or a jointure, 
they cannot be disappointed the acquisition, although they 
may be cnielly so in their over-estinfhtion of the happiness it 
was.to afford, or in having too slightly anticipated the disadvan¬ 
tages wit^ which it was to ]>eiattend^. 

Having a certain partiality for tiie dark bei^y whom we have 
d^cribed, we have willingly dedicated this digression, in order to 
account for a line of conduct which we lllow to seem absolutely 
unnatimil in such a narrative as the prisent, though the most 
common event in ordinary life; namely, in Minna’s appearing 
to have over-estimated the taste, talent, and ability of a handsome 
3 ^Ung man, who was dedicating to her his whole time an^ atten¬ 
tion, and whose homage rendered her the envy of almost all the 
other young w8m^ of that numerous party. Perhaps, if our fair 
roa4.1crs will take the trouble to consult tneir own bosoms, ^ey 
will be disposed to'allow, that the distmguishecl good tastg exhi¬ 
bited by any individual, who, when his attentions wouW bo agree 
able to a whole circle of rivals, selects one as their iudiviikial 
object, entitles him, on the footing of reciprocity, it on no other, 
to a largo ahai^ of that individual’s favourable, and even partial, 
esteem. At any rate, if the character shall, after aU, be deemed 
mcousistent oad unnatural, it coucerns not us, whQ record the 
facts as w© find them, and pretend no pnvUege for bringing 
closer to nature those incidents whichsmay se^ to diverge from 
it; on for^reduc^ to consistence that most inconsistent of all 
things,—the heart of a b^utiful aud^mlred female. 

Kecessiiy, which teaches all the liberal arts,*can render us 
also adepts in dissimulation; mid Mordaunt^ though a novice, 
failed not to profit in her school. It was manifest, that, in 
Order to observe the demeanour of those on whom his attention, 
was fiij^ed, he must peads put^eonstrainton his own, and appear, 
at i0ast, so much engaged with the damsels betwkt whom he 
sat, that Minna Brenda should suppose him ihdifierent to what 

'VKs passing around him The ready choerfidness of Mdddic and 
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Olara Qfoatsettere, who were esteemed considerable forteOs in 
the island^ and were at this moment too happy in feeling them^ 
selves seal^ somewhat heyond the sphere of vig^anoe ip&teneed 
by their aunt, the good oPd Lady Glowrowrnm, mfet and requited 
the attempts which Mordaunt made to be lively and entertaining; 
and they were so«n engaged in a gay coi^eisation, to which^ as 
usual on such occasions, the gentleman contributed wit, or what 
passes for such, and the ladies tl^ir prompt laughter a^ Uberal 
applause. But, amidsi this seenuiig mirth, Mordaunt £uled not, 
from time to time, as coVertly as he might, to observe the con¬ 
duct of thectwo daughters of Magnus; and still it appeared as 
if the elder, wrapt up in the conrei^tion of Cleveland, did not 
cast away a thought on the rest of the company; and os if 
Brenda, more openly as she conceiveSd his attmitioir withdrawn 
from her, looked with £m expression both anxious and melancholy 
towards the group of which he himself formed a part. Ho was 
much moved by^the diffidence, as well as the trouble, which her 
looks seemed to convey, and tacitly formed the resolution of 
seeking a more full explaiuition with her in the course of tlfb 
evening. Noma, he remembered, had stated that tbei^ two 
amiable young women were in danger, the naturo of which she 
lefb^junexplained, but which he suspected to^ arise out of their 
mistajdng the character of this daring and all-engrossing 
stranger; and he secretly resolved, that, if possible^ he woul^ be 
the means of detecting Cleveland, and of saving his early friends. 

Ab he revolved these thoughts, his attention tiO the Miss Groat- 
setters gradually diminished, and perhaps he might altogether 
have forgotten the necessity of his appearing an unintmested 
spectator of^what was passing, had not the signal ,>been given ibr 
the ladies retiring from table. Mbna, with a native grace, 
and somewhat of stateiinejs in her manner, bent hw head to the 
company in general, with a kinder and more par^ulax ex¬ 
pression as her ey^ reached Cleveland. Brenda, with the bltadi 
wliich attmided hw slightest personal exertion when eo^Msed to 
the eyes oi othersy hurried through the same departmg salutattcm 
an embarraasment wliich amounted to awkwardness, 
^ but which her ybuth imd tuniddy rendered at once natural and 
mteratring. Aga& Moedaunt thought ths^hsr eye dlstingidrimd 
him amongst oompany* For tlm first time h» 

ventured to enoounter and to return the i^ance; and con- 
sdminaehs that he Wi dime so doubled tibe glow of $bDenda's 
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oouii|ea«tii», whUe iomet^ung rasemUmg displeiusiire ym bleuded 
wi^ h«r emotiou. 

Wbea ^ l«^es had retired, the men betook themsdvee to 
de® fmd s^oub drinking, which, according to the fashion of 
^ times, preceded the eyeming exerUse of the dance^ Otd 
Magnus himself, by precept an(^ example, exhorted them " to 
ma^ the best use ofnheir time, since the kdies would soon 
imzQXQOii them to shake their feet." At the same time giving 
the signed to a grey-headed dot^testic, whQ stood behind him in 
the dress of a Dantzic skipper, and who added to many other 
occupaticms that of butler, “ Eric Si^bester," he feud, has 
the goodfShip the JoUy Mariner of Canton, got Imr cargo on 
board i” • • 

OhokeM loaded," ansvvm^d th^Ganymed^ of Burgh Weatra, 
^'with good Nontz, Jamaica sugar, Portugal lemons, not to 
mention nutmeg and toast, and water tak(^ hi from the Shelliooat 
spring." 

Loud and long laughed the guests at this stated and regular 
j^t betwixt the Udallcr and his butler, Vhich always served as 
a preface to the introduction of a punch-bowl of enormous size, 
the gift of tba Captain of one of the Honourable East India 
Compony^s veesels, which, bound from Chlga homeward, hod been 
driven north-about* by stress of weather mto Lerwick Bay^mnd 
hajl there contrived to get rid of part of the cargo, without very , 
scrapulously*reckoniDg for the Kmg's duties. ♦ 

Magnus Troil, having been a large customer, besides other Hrise 
obliging Oaptfi)r Coolie, had been remunerated, on Ibo departure 
of the ship, with this splendid vehicle of conviviaSfcy, at the very 
" sight of wMch, as old £nc Scambester bent under its weight, a 
murmor of d^i^dause ran through the company. Jhe'good old 
toasts dedicate to the pro^ierity of Zetland, were th^ honoured 
with flowing bumpers. “ Death to%he hedd that never wears 
was a sentiment quaffed to the success of the Ashing, 
as^Hnoposed by the sonorous voice of tlie Ud^ler. Claud Hdoro 
ped'ptmd. with general applause, *^The health of their worthy 
ian&naster, tlw sweet sister meat-mistresses; he^th to man, 
death to fli^, and growth to the produce of the ground." The 
same recurring sentiment was proposed mpfe concisely by ^ 
whit^eaded compeer of Magnus Troil,^ the words, ** open 
titis month of the gi^ flsh, and ke^ bis hand about the corn !"* 

* DeseiHpiitm fi, 470. 
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Full opportunity was aflforded to all to honour these iuter^tiiig 
toasts. Those nearest the capaoious Mediterranean of pundx, 
were accommodated by the tJd^er with their pc^ons^ dispi^ised 
in huge rummer glasses by his own hospitable h^d, wl^st they 
who sat at a greater distance replenish^ their cups by means of 
a rich cilver flagon, facetiously called the Pinnace; which, filled 
occasionally at the bowl, served to dispeiuse its liquid treasures to 
the more remote parts of the table, and occasioned many right 
merry jests on its frequent -^oyages. The commerce of the 
Zetlanders with foreign vessels, and homeward-bound West 
Indiamen,* hatl early serv^ to introduce among them the genend 
use of the ^'•enerous beverage, with which the Jolly jMariner of 
Canton was loaded; nor was tllbrc a man in the archipelago of 
Thule more skilled in combining it^» rich ingredienjts, than old 
l^ric Scambester, who indeed was known far and wide through 
tlic isles, by the name^of the Punch-maker, after the fashion of 
the ancient Norwegians, who conferred on RoUo the Walker, 
mid other herow of their strain, epithets expressive of the feats 
<)(■ strength or dexterity in which they excelled all ether men.^ 

The' good liquor was not slow in performmg its office of 
exhilaration, and, as the revel advanced, some ancient Norso 
drinking-songs were spng with great effect by the guests, tending 
to v^ow, that if, from want of exercise, the martial virtues of 
tboir ancestors had decayed among the Zetlanders, they cpidd 
still activdy and intensely enjoy so much of the pleasmes of Val¬ 
halla as consisted in quaffing the oceans of mead and brown ale, 
which were promised by Odin to those who should ghare liis Scan¬ 
dinavian paradise. At length, excited by the cup and song, the 
diffident grew bold, and the modest loquacious—all becanae* 
desirous of talking, and none were wdling to listdn—each man 
mounted his own special hobby-horse, and began eagerly to call 
on his neighbours to witzf&ss his agility. Amongst otfaem, the 
little bard, who had now got next to our fii^d ^Mor^unt 
Mertoun, evinced^ a positive detenninaUou to commence and 
conclude, in all its longitude and latitude, the story of his intro¬ 
duction to glorious John Bryden; and Triptol^us Yellowley, 
09 his spirits arose, shaking off a feeling^ involuntary awe, wi& 
.which he was imp^^essed by tlie opulence indioated in all lie saw 
aioond him, as by the respect paid to Magnue Tr^ 1^ 
the assembled guests, bc^an to broach, to Uie astonished and 
somewhat offended U^laller, some those projects for amelmratiiiff 
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the idfpdBy whioh hb had boasted of to his fellow-traTellers upon 
their joume^r of the morning. 

But the iniiovi^tions wh^ he anggeeted, and the r^eption 
whidi thf^ met with at tiie hand of Maginis Troil, must be told 
in the next chapter. 


CHAPTER FOURTEENTH. 

Seep our cuetonus—is law itself, 

But old establish'd oustiinil What religion 
(1 mptn, with one*halfoof the io4u that use it), 

Sav^tlie good use and wont that carri^ them 
To wonhip how and where their fatheft worshipp'd ? 

411 things resolve in custom—we’ll ked|» ours. 

Old 11. ay 

< 

W^Ieft the cempany of Magnus TroQ engaged in high wassail 
and revelry. Mordaunt, who, like his lather, shunned the festive 
cup, did not partake in the cheerfulness which the Ship didiised 
among the guests as they unloaded it, and the Pinnace, as it cir¬ 
cumnavigated the table. But, in low spirits as be seemed, loe 
was t|^e more meet prey for the story-telling Halcro, who had 
fixed upon him, as in a favourable state to play the part of listener, 
with something of the same instinct that directs the hooded crow 
to the sick shee]^ \miong the flock, which will most patiently 
suffer itself to be made a prey of. Joyfully did the poet avail 
hitnself of the advantages afforded by Mordaunt’s absence of 
mind, and unwillingness to exert hims^ in mcasures*'of active 
defence. With the unfmlmg dexterityjpeculiar to prosers, he 
^ntrived to dribble out his tide to double its usual length, by the 
1uc(irc&e of the privilege cff unRmitea digressions, so that the 
atory, like a home on the ffraTid pae, seemed to bewulvancing with 
rapi^^, while, in re^ty, it scarce was progressive at the rate 
of a ya^ in the qi^ arter of an hour. At length, however, he had 
dismissed, in all its various*bearings and relations, the history 
of his firiendly landlord, the master-fashioner in* Russel Street, 
tndudmg sahoii skddi of five df his relatfens, and anecdotes of 
three of his princ^iai rivals, together with some generd obeerva* 
tkms upon thfr dress and fashion 'of the pew(^; and having 
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manshed thus fax through the eavinntf and outworks of ^ t^osy, 
he arrived at the body of the place, &r so the Witai' OowhoQse 
might *be termed. He paused on the threidudd, however, to 
« explain the nature of^is landlord's right ocoasionajly |o intciide 
himself into this well^nown temple of the Muses. 

“ It consisted,” said Halcno, “ in the two principal points, of 
bearing and forbearing; for my friedU Thimblethwmte was a 
person of wit himself, and never quarrelled with any jeet which 
the wags who frpqneuted that house were flinging about, like 
squibs ^nd crackers on » rejoicing night; and then, though some 
of the wjt»—ay, and I daresay the greater number, mi^t have 
had some dealings with him in the way of trade, he ne^er was 
the person to put any man^of geflius in unpleasant remembrance 
of such trifles, " And though, my^dear young Magter Mordaunt, 
you may think this istbut ordinary civility, because in this country 
it happens seldom tt^t there is either much borrowing or landing, 
and because, praised be Heaven, there ore neither baflifffi nor 
shenff'Ofticerff to taj:e a jjoor fellow by the neck, and because 
thora are no prisons to put him into when they have donp so, 
yet, let me tell you, that such a lamb-like forbearance as that 
of my poor, dear, deceased landlord, Thimbfethwaite, is truly 
jincommon within*the London bills ^ mortality. I could tell 
ybu of such things that have happened <jyen to myself, as well 
as* otl^, with these cursed London tradesmen, as .would 
^ake your hair stand on end.—But what the aevil has put old 
Magnus into such note 1 he shouts as if he were tiying hk woioe 
against a north-west gale of wind.” • 

Loud indeed was the roar of the old Udaller, as, worn out of 
patience by the schemes of improvement which the fluster was 
now undfiuntedly pressing upem his considerafion, he answered 
him (to use on Osman^ phr^), like a wave upon a rock; 

** Trees, Sir Factor—t|Pc not to me of trees 1 I cam not 
though there never be one on the island, tall ^oflgh to hang a 
oozcomb upon.* We will have no trees but those rise in 
our havens—the good trees that have yards ibr bot^hs, and 
« standing liggiflg for leaves.” « 

** But touching the draining of tlie lake of Braebaster, whereof 
I s^ke to you; M^os Troll,** answered the pemm^ering 
agricultorist, ^*^wliM I c^ine i9buld be of so much cmuteqnesM^ 
there are two«way8,-^own the Liiddater glen, or by tlw Bm- 
vmtm bom. btew, having taken the level of hoth”^—^ 
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^Th 0 re S» a third way, Masto: YcAlowlBy,” answered the 

famdhiid. 

^'X'I»t^ee 0 1 call see none,’' replied Triptcdemns, with as 
imsicdi good>Mth ui a joker oc^d desire 1,51 the subj^ of his , 
wit, “in respect timt the Mil called Braehaster on the south, 
and ane Mgh bank on thg north, &f whilk 1 caipiot oany tho 

name rightly in my head*'- 

“ Do not tell us of hills and banks, Master Yollowley—-there 
is a third way of draining the looli^ and it is the only way that 
shad be tried in my day. You say my Lord Chamberlain and 
I are th# joint propdetors—so be it—let each of us^tart an 
equal proporfton of brandy, lime-j^ce, and sugar, into the loch 
—a ship's cargo or two will do Ihe jojji—let us assemble all the 
jolly Udallers aof the country^ and in twenty-fbur hours you 
shalksee dry ground where the loch of Braeba^or now is.” 

A loud laugh of applause, wMch for a time actually silenced 
Triptblemus, attended a jest so very well suited to time and 
place—a jolly toast was given—a merry spng wtfi sung—the 
SMff unloaded tier sweets—^the Pinnace made its genial rounds 
—duet betwixt Magnus and Triptolemiis, which had at- 
^ tracted the attention of the whole company from its superior 
vehemence, now onoe more sunk, and merged into the general^ 
hum of the convivial table, and the poet !^lcro ugam resumed 
Ms usurped possession of the ear of Mordaunt Mertoun. ^ * 

“ Whereabouts was 11" he said, with a tone which expre 8 Se(l^ 
to his weary listen^i more plainly than words could, how much 
of his desultory tile yet remained to be told, “ Oh, I remem- 
beT’-^we were just at the docwr of the Wits’ Coffeehouse—it was 


set up by one" . 

“ but, my dear Master Halcro," said his heiffer, somo 
what impatiently, “ I am desirous to he^^ of yobr meetmg with 

* Drydgi ft, ” 

“T?|hat, nftth glbrions Johnt—true—^ay—where was II At 
the Wits’ Coffeehouse—Well, in at the door we gft-T-the waiters, 
and s 6 fcMrth, staring at me; for as to Thimbletbwaite, honest 
fellow, his was a w^-known can bdl y<m a story about 

that”- 


Nay, but John Dryden,” sMd Mordajmt, in a t<me wMeh 


f 10 u#]4 


** Ay, ay, gUuious John—^where was I ?—Wall, as we stood 
eldse by tlm Mo; where one f^ow sat grinding ci eoffbe, and 
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another putting up tobacco into penny parcelB—a pipe and a 
diah cost just a penny—then and there it was that I had the 
first peep of him. One Bepnis sat near hint, who ”—^ 

“Nay, but John^Diyden—what like was he1”t demanded 
Mopdaunt. 

“ Like a lijitle fat old maci, with ^ own grey hair, and in a 
full tnmmed black suit, that sat close as a glove. Honesf 
Thimblcthwaite let no one but himself shape for glorious John, 
and he had a slashing han^r at a sleeve, I promise you—But 
there ip no getting a •mouthful of common sense spol^ here— 
d—n tljpt Scotchman, he and old Magnus are at it agajp 1” 

It was very true; and although the interru^ion did not 
resemble a thunder-clap,^to which the former stentorian excla¬ 
mation of the Udaller might have been likened; it was a close 
and clamorous dispute, maintained by question, answer, retort, 
and repartee, as cl<Boly huddled upon each other as the sounds 
which announce from a distance a close and sustained fire of 
musketry. ^ 

‘4 Hear reason, sir ?” oaid the Udaller; “ we Mil hear reason, 
and speak reason too; and if reason fall short, we shall have 
rhyme to boot.—Ha, my little friend Halcro*!” 

, Though cut off'in the middle of his best story (if that could * 
be said to have a middle which had “neither beginning nor 
end), yio bard bristled up at the summons, like a corps of light 
^infantry, when ordered up to the support of the grenadiers, 
looked smart, slapped the table with his h^ud, and denotM his 
becoming readiness to back his hospitable landlord as becomes 
a well-entertained guest. Triptolemus was a httle daunted at 
this reinforcement of his adversary ; he paus^, like a cautious 
general, In the sweeping attack which he h^ commenced on 
the peculiar usages o^^tland, and spoke not again imtU the 
Udaller poked him with the insulting queiy, “^^ere k your 
reason now, Master Yellowley, that you wei% deafening me with 
a moment mincer 

“Be but patient, worthy sir,” replied ihe agriculturist; 

> “ what on earth can you or any other man say in defence of 
that thing you call a idough, in this blinded country 1 Why, 
even the savage Highlandiin^ in Oaitlmess and Sntheriand, 
can make more weric, and bett^, with their gascromh, what¬ 
ever they calljt.” 

“ But what afis you at it, sir?” said the Udaller; *‘let me 



THE PIEATE. 157 

hear ycmr ohjeotioiu to it. It tills oiu' laud, and what ^ould 
ye morer* 

** It hatii hut one handle or atilt/’ replied Triptolemus.* 

** And who the "^devil,” said the poet, aiming at something 
smart, ** w^uld wish to need a pair of stilts, if he can manage 
to walk with a single one ?” 

** Or teU me,” said Magnus TroU, “ how it wete possible for 
Neil of Lupness, that lost one arm by his fkll from the crag of 
Nekbreckan, to manage a plough w’th two handles ?” 

“ The harness is of raw seal-skin,” said ^nptolemus. 

“ It will save dressed leather,” answered Magnus Trod.* 

It R dr^jfm by four wretched bullocks,” said the’*agricul- 
turist, “ that are yoked breast- 4 Whion, and two women must 
follow this unhappy instrument, and ^mplete the furrows with 
a co^le of shoTels.” , 

“Drink about, Master Yellowley,” said t^e*IJdaller; “and, 
as yo\j i^y in Scotland, ‘ never fash your thumb ’ Our cattle 
are too high-spirited to let one go before the other; our men 
are ^ gentle* and well-nurtured to^tak^ tlie working-i^eld 
without the women’s company; our ploughs till our land—our 
land bears us baiiey; we brew our ale, eat our bread, and 
»inake Strangers welcome to their share of it, Here’s to you, 
Master Yellowley.” • •> 

Thie^was said in a tone meant to be decisive of the question ; 
and, accordingly,* Halcro whispered to Mordaunt, “ THlkt has 
settled the matter, and now we will get on with gloi^ou» John. ’ 
—There he sat suit of fidl-trimmed black; twx years 

due was the bill, as mine honest landlord afterwards told me, 
—and such an eye in his head —none of your burning, blitt¬ 
ing, falcon eyes, 'i^ch we poets are apt to make a ro«t about, 
-—bat a soft, full, thoughtful, yet penetrating glance—never 
saw the like of it in my life, unless it wer 5 little Stephen Klean- 

OQgg^, #ie fiddler, at Papastow, who - 

'^ay, but John Dryden ?” said Mordaunt, who, for want of 
better amusement, had begun to take a sort of ^1^^ 
keejung old gptleman to his narrative, aar men herd a 
restive sh^, when they with to catch him, H? returned to 
his th6me> with his usual phrase of “Ay, true—^glorious John 
—’Well* sir, he cast hk eye, suclf as I havcfdescribed it, on my 
bmdiord, mA < Honest Tim/ smd he, ^what hast thou got 
bereT and all the wits, and lords, and gentl<>mon, that ,nsed 
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to crowd round him, like the weuchee round a pedlar at a falr^ 
they made way for us, and up we came to the fiUpeeidfe, where 
he had his own established chaw,—hams Jieard it was carried 
to the balcony in summer, but it was by the fireside when I saw 
it,—so up came Tim Thimblethwaite, tbrough tbb midst of 
them, as bold as a lion, 1 followed with a small pared 
under my arhi, which I had taken up partly to oblige my hmd- 
lord, as the shop-porter was not in the way, and partly that I 
might be thought to have something to do there, for you are 
to think there'was no admittance at the Wits’ for Strangers 
who h^ no business there.—I have beard that Sir Charles 
Sedley ibid a good thing about that ”■■■ ^ “ 

“ Nay, but you forget glot^ou's John,” said Moi^unt, 

“ Ay, glorious you well call him. They talk of their 
Blackmore, and Shadwcll, and such like,—not fit to tie the 
latchets of John's shoes—* Well,’ he said to my landlord, 
have you got there V and he, bowing, I warrant, lower tljon he 
would to a duke, i^id he bad made bold to come and diow him 
th<^ stuff which Lady Elizabeth had chose for her nightgown. 
—* And which of your geese is that, Tim, who has got it tacked 
under his wing V — * He is an Orkney gooft.% if it pl^se you, 
Mr. Dryden,’ said Ttm, who had wit at will, ‘and he hath 
ibrought you a copy of verses for yout honour to look at.’—‘ la 
ho amphibious r said glorious John, taking the papeij-^and 
methcfhght I could rather have faced a batteif of cannon than 
the crackle it gave as it opened, though he did not speak in a 
way to dash one neither;—and then he ^ked at verses, 
and he was pleased to say, in a very encouraging way indeed, 
with a sort of good-humoured smile on his face, and certainly, 
for a fat elderly gentleman,—for I would fiot compare it to 
Minna's smile, or Brenda’s,—he had the pleasasteat smik I 
evOT saw,*-* "V^y, Tim,’ he said, * this goose of yours will prove 
a swan on our hands/ With that he smilad a little, and they 
all laughed, ard none louder than those who atood too kr elf to 
hear the jest ; for eveiy one knew wh^ be Bmlled there was 
something worth laughing at, and so took it upon trust; and 
word passed through among the young" Tmnplars, and the 
wits, and the« smarts, and there was uoth^ but questam on 
questton who we ; and tttie fellow was to 

toll them it was (afy Monsieur Tim Thimblethwaito ; but lit 
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ande work with hie Bumbtetate aiid Ximbletate^ that I 

hii esEplaiiation would bare laated”- 

**M lioag as ^ur own atory," thought Mordsunt; hut the 
narsative wiui at length finally out i^rt^ by the stnsig and 
decided ol t&e Udalkr. * 

** 1 win hear no more on it, Mr^ Factor,” he exclaimed • 

^ At leant let me saywomething about the bifted of horses,” 
said YeWowley, in rather a cry-mertgr tone of voice. “ Your 
horsee, tny dear eir, resemble ^ts in s^e, and tigers in 
devihy I” ^ • 

JPoT their else,” said Magnus, ** they*are the easier for ue to 
get off ^n them^—[as ^ptolemiu experienced this mom> 
ing, thought Mordaunt to himedC]—and, an for their devilry, 
let no one mount them that cgnnot nlltnage theig.” 

A twinge of self-conviction, on the partL of the agriculturist, 
presented him from reply. He darted a ^ptecatory glance at 
Mordaftnt, as if for the purpose of imploring se<necy respecting 
his Nimble; and the Udialler, who saw his ^vantage, although 
he was not aigare of the cause, pursued ft with the Mgl^ and 
stem tone proper to one who had all liU life been unaccustomed 
to meet with, an4 unapt to endure, opposition. 

By the blood of Bt Magnus the Martyr,^’ he said, “ but you 
are a fine f^w, Master Factor Yellowley! You come to gf 
from a strange land, understanding neither our laws, nor ^ur 
maxm^ nor otfi* language, and you propose to become governor 
of the country, and that we should all be your slaves]” * 
“ My pupii^ ijjcftthy air, my pupils 1” said Yellowley, ” mid 
that only for your own proper advantage.” ' 

** We are too old to go to school,” said the Zetkuider. I 
teQ you once more, we will sow and reap our grain as our 
fidhtis did-^we wdl eat what God sends us, with our doors 
open to the hunger, even as theirs #ere opeft. If there is 
^az^ht Impetleot ii^our pradhie, we will amend it in time and 
seasisa i the blessed Baptistes holiday was«inade for light 
hearts wd qniok heelB. He that speaks a word mdre of reason, 
ae yon caB or anything that l^ks like it, shall swallow a 
pint of sewwBter-*^he shallyby this hand !—and ,so fill up the 
good the JoUy Mariner of Canton, onca more, fiur the 
bwMftt of those that win stick hy her; ahd let the rest have a 
flhig witii the who have been summoning n* this hour. 

. t w^ wurrant every wench is on tiptoe by this pome, 
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Mr. TeEowley, no tinkindiieM, man—why, man, tb<Hi feelaat 
the rolKng of the Jolly Mariher atfll"—(for, in t4tith,*honesfc 
Triptolemus showed a little nnsteadinese of motkai, aa he rose 
^ to attend his host)—but never mind, we shall Imve thee ind 
* thy land-legs to reel if with yonder bonny belfes. CkSae along, 
Triptolemua—^let^e grapple ^thee fest, lest thou old Trip- 
tolemus—ha, Ka, ha I” 

So saying, the portly though w«itherbeaten hulk the 
Udaller toiled off l^e a man-^-war that had braved a hundred 
gales, having his'guest in tow like a recent prise. The greater 
part of the revellers followed their leader with loud jnbOee, 
although there were several stanch topers, who, tak^ the* option 
left them by the Udaller, remained behind to reliwe the Jolly 
Mariner of a fresh cargo,"amidst, many a pledge to the health 
of their absent landj^ord, and to the prosperity of his roof-tree, 
with whatsoever othp wishes of kindness could be devised,' as 
an apology for another pint-bumper of noble pimch. 

The rest toon thronged the dancing-room, an hpartment 
whicji partook of thd simplicity of the time and of the country. 
Dravdng-rooms and saloons were then unknown in Scotlind, 
save in the houses of the nobility, and of oour^ absolutely so in 
Zetland; but a Iqpg, low, anomalous store-room, sometimes 
h^sd for the depositation of merchandise, /roraetimes for putting 
aside lumber, and a thousand other purposes, was well known 
to all the youth of Dunrossnoss, and of many a district besides, 
as the scene of the merry dance, which was sustained with so 
much glee when Magnus Troil gave his frequ5nt feasts. 

The first appearance of this ball-room miglit have shocked a 
fashionable party, assembled for the quadrille or the vralts. Low 
as we have stat^ the apartment to be, it was^but imperfectly 
illuminated by lamps, candles, ship-lantcnis, and a variety of 
other carulelctbra, whieff served to throw a dusky l igh t upon 
the floor, and upon the heaps of merchandise- and mtsceUamaous 
articles which Tcere piled arotmd; some of tbem stores f<ar 
winter; soxile, goods destined for exportation; same^ ^ tri* 
bute of Neptune, paid at the expense of sbqmiecked vessels, 
Vhoto ownere .were unknown; some,® articles K barter received 
by the prq[aieter» who, like most oriiers at the period, was 
somewhat <ff a as wefl as a landholder, in exchat)ge % 

the fish, and^other arrides, the produce of hki eatale. AH 
these,, with the chests, boxes, casks, etc., which contained them, 
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bud been diswn asuIq, ftud {illed onl above the other, ia order 
to giw room fw the dancers, who, light and Uvdy as if they 
had oooij{»iied the most splendid saloon in the pari^ of St. 
Jamee’s, exeontel thdr national dances witii equal grace and 
activity# * • • 

The gnoniq^ ni old men who looked on, bora no inconsiderable 
resembl^ce^cln a party.of aged^tons, engage in beholding 
the aports of ^ sea-nymidis j so hard a look had most of them 
aoqmiped contending with the elements, and so mnch did the 
shaggy hair and beards, wbic^ibanyof thefu cultivated^after 
the andent Norwegian fashion, give their heads the«character 
of th^ “supposed natives of the deep. The young^people, on 
the other Band, were uncom|nqply handsonfh, tall, well-made, 
and 8luq>ely ; the men with long hair, and, until broken 
by the weather, a fresh ruddy complexion, wMdh, In the femaleB, 
was softened into a bloom of infinite defics^y. Their natural 
good ear for music qualified them to second to the utmost the 
exertions of a band, whose strmns were by no means contempt¬ 
ible; while the elders, who stood around, or &t quiet upon 
thb old sea-chests, which served for chairs, criticised the dancers, 
as they compared their execution with their own exertions in 
former days; orf warmed by the cup and flagon, which continued 
to circulate among thbm, snapped their fl,ifger8, and beat tii^e 
with their feet to th^ music. • 

jUInrdauut looked upon this scene of universal mirth^witlt the 
painfhl recollection, t^t he, thrust aside &om his pze-emmen^, . 
no longer exerdsi^ the important duties of chief of the dancers, 
or office of lead&r of the revels, which bad been aesignea to the 
stranger Cleveland. Anxious, however, to suppress the feelings 
of his own disi^PP^dntment, which he felt it was neither wise to 
^entertain nor nu^y to display, he approached his faii^neigbbours 
to whom he had been so acceptable table, witb the purpose 
i of inviting one of them to become hia partner in the dance. 
Bn# the a^t^fUlly ftident old lady, eymi the Lady Glowrowrum, 
who hid only tolerated the exuberance of Bar .nieces’ mirth 
dmdng the toe of dinner, because her situation rendered it 
ton impossible fat her tq interfere, was not dupo^ to permit 
the apprehended renewal of the intoa^^ implied in Mertonn’s 
invitation, ton^ore too}L npon l^prself,* in the name of * 
bier two aiiBom, wbo sat pouting hedde her in displeased sOence, 
to htom ICordamit, alto thanking him for kis civility, that 
VOL. xm. • m* 
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the bands of her nieces Were engaged for that evening; and, 
as he continued to watch the part^r at a little distance, he had 
an oppoiit^nity of being convinced that the alleged engagement 
was a mere apology to get rid of him, when^ he saw the two 
good-humoured sisters goin the dance under the auspicca of the 
next young men who asked their hands. Incensed at so marked 
a ‘flight, and ui{wilUng to expfbse himsflf to another, Mordaunt 
Mertoun drew back from the circle of dancers, shrouded himself 
amongst the mass of inferior persona who crowded into the 
bottom of the room 'ha spectat^, and there, concealed from the 
observation of others, digested his own mortification as well as 
ho could—^that is to say, very ill—and with all the philosophy 
of hia age—that is' to say, with,,nqne at all * 


CHAPTER FIFTEENTH. 

i 

A torch for wantons, light of heart, 

Tickle the useless rushes with their heels ; 

For 1 am proverb'd with a graudaire phriae— 
ru a candle-holder and look on. 

Kojin^ xNn JuLusT 

THif yoqth, sa 3 r 8 the moralist Johnson, cares not for the boy’s 
hpbby-horae, nor the man for the youth’s mistress; and there¬ 
fore the distress of Mordaunt Mertoun, when excluded from the 
merry dance, may seem trifling to many of ihy readers, who 
would, nevertheless, think they did well to be angry if deposed 
from their usual place in an assembly of a^ Afferent kind. 
There lacked not amusement, however, for those whom the^ 
dance did not suit, oT«who were not happy miough to find 
partners to them Hiring. Halcro, now oomj^et^ in his de¬ 
ment, had assembled round him an audimice^ to wfiom he was 
liedaimiug h|8 jidetiy with all the enthusiasm of glorious John 
himself, and receiving in rotom the usual degree of applause 
allowed to minsfrels who recite theh^ own rhyonas—so long at 
least as the author is within hearing of the cdtioism. Hal^’a 
poet^ might indeed hfve interes^ riie antiquanr as well us the 
admirer of the MusesL |br several of his pu^ were tram^ttions 
or imitations from tihe Soahlic sagas, which conrinoed to be 
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sung by the fieheimen of these ishmds even until a very late 
period; insomuch, that when Gra/s poms first found their 
way to Orkney, |he old people reooignii^ at once, ixf the ode 
of the ** Fatal Sjateis,*' the Runic rhymra which had amused or 
terrified*their infimcy under the title of the ** Magicians,” an(f 
which the fiidiers of Korth Ronapshaw, and other remote Islea, 
used still to sing when fiaked for a Norse ditty.** 

HalMistening, halfdost in his own reflections, Mordaunt 
Mertouu stood near the door ^ the apartment, and in the 
outer ring of the little circle formed a|ound*old Halcro, while 
the bard chanted to a low, wild, monotonous air, vturied only 
by th6 eff(gts of the singer to give interest and efhphasis to 
particular passages, the following imitation of a northern war 
song:— . • . 


Bong of fj^arolh l^a^fnget. 


The suQ u rising dimly red, 

The wind is wailing low and dread, 
Prom his chfi" tba eagle sallies, 

Leases the wolf ma darksome valleys; 
In the mist the ravens hover, 

Peep the wUd-dogs iFom the cover, 
Screaming, croaking, baying, yelling, 
Each In Ins wild accents ^Ihng, 

*' Soon we feast on dead and dying, 
Fair>hair'd Harold’s flag is flying." 


“ Halt ye not for food or slumber, 
View not vantage, count not nuinlier ; 
Jolly reapeft, forward still; 

Grow«the crop on vale or hill,* 

Thick or scatter’d, stiff or lithe, 

It shall down before the scythe. 
Forward with bright, 

Reap the harvest of the fight— 
Onward, footmen,—onwaid, horsenien, 
To the ^arge, ye gallant ^orsefiien I 


Many a crest in air is streaming, 
Many a helmet darkly gleuning, 
Many an arm the ate nprears. 
Doom’d to hew the wood of spears. 
All along the tnrowded ranks. 

Horses ^gh and armour clanks ; 
ChieSi are shouting, clarions nnging. 
Louder still the ba^ is singing, 
Oath«r,footmen—gather, horsemen, 
tV> the l^d, ya valiani; Norsmnen 1 


** Fatal Choosers of the Slaughter, • 
O’tsr you hovers Odin's daughter; 

Hear the choice she spreads K^fore ye,-— 
Victory, and wealth, and gltfry; 

Or old Valhalla's roaring hail, 

Her ever-circling mead and ale, 

Where for eternity unite 
The joy^of wassail and of fight. 
Headlong foTward,*foot and horsemen, 
€hargeandfigbt,anddielikeNorsemen!’ 


“Tfie poor unhappy blinded heathaifl!” said* Triptolemua, 
wiib a sigh deep enough for a groan; “they speak of their 
otemal cups of afe, and I i^uestkm if they kend ^how to manage 
a croft land of grain !” , * • 

“ The cLeverer fellows they^^eighbouit YoUowley,” answered 
the poet, “ if made ale without barley.” 

• * See Note 0. . * 
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** Barley!—alack-a-day 1” readied the more accurate K^eul- 
turist, ** who ever heard of hurley tu theae parts f Beu’, my 
dearest ^end, bear is all they have, and wou^erment it is to 
jue that they ever see m mu of ii Ye scart^the laud with a 
bit thing ye ca’ a plough—^ye might as weel give it a fitt with 
the tebth of a redding-kama ph, to see the sock, and the htM^ 
and the sole-cl^ut of a real st^y S^cottish pleugh, with a 
chield like a Samson between the stilts, laying a weight on 
them would keep do?vn a moui^tain; twa stately owsen, and as 
many broad-breastbd horse in the traces, going through soil and 
till, and feaving a fur in the ground would carry off water like 
ft causeyed syver 1 They that have seeu a eighty like* that, 
have seen something to crack about in another sort, than those 
unhappy nuld-warld stories* of war and slaughter, of which the 
land has seen even bu*^ too mickle, for a’ your singing and sough¬ 
ing awa in praise of such bloodthirsty doings, Master Claud 
Halcro ” 

“ It is a heiosy," said the animated little poet, bridling and 
drawbig himself up, as if the whole defence of.tlie Orcadian 
Archipelago rested on his single arm—“ It is a heresy so much 
AS to name one's native countiy, if a man is UQt prepared when 
and howto defend f himself—ay, and to annoy another. The 
tiiue has been, that if we made not good ale and aquavitae, 
■we knew well enough whore to find that which was ready made 
to our *han(t, but now the descendants of ‘Sea-kings,* and 
Champions and Berserkars, are become as incapable of ustng 
tlieir swords, as if they were so many womeiC ^ Ye may praise 
them for a strong pull on on oar, or a sure foot on a skerry j 
but -what else could glorious John himself say of ye, my go^ 
HjaltlandeiiS, that any man would listen tol” • 

Spoken like an an^, most noble poet,” said CSevelaad, 
who, during an intervaf of the dance, stood near the party in 
whi(^ this conversation was held. Jf^The old chamfHons you 
talked to us about yesternight were the men to make a harp ring 
—gallant fellows that were friends to the sea^ and enemies to aB 
that sailed on it.' Their ships, I suppose, were dumsy enough, but 
if 4t is true ^at they want upon ^e acoomit as far as the 
Levant, I scaren believe that ever better fellows unloosed a top- 
sail” * ^ 

Ay,” replied there you spoke them right In thoai 

di^ none could ^ thmr life and means of living their ow% 
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imleA th« 7 iiw^t oat of sight of the blue see. 

Why, th^ had pabHc prayoa put up iu eveiy chureh Burope, 
for d^venuioe m>m the ire pf the Northmen. In i^oe and 
lufd in Scotland too, for aahigh as they hold theit 
head nov-i^ays, there vna not a bay or a haven, but,it was 
freer to our forefatheia i^han to Iho poor deviH of natives; and 
now we oaimot, forsooth, so much as grow our own l^ley 
without Scottish help’’—(hare he darted a saroastio glance at 
the factor)--^** 1 would 1 saw tUl time weVsre to measure aims 
with them again.’’ * • 

** Spoken like a hero once more/’ said Cleveland. , 

*^iih !”*continaed the litt^ej[>a^, “I wohld it were possible 
bo see our barks, once the wat^>drsgons of the world, swimming 
with the block raven standard waving at the topmast, and their 
dftcks glimmering with arms, instead of* befog heap^ up with 
stockfish—winning with our fearless htmds what the niggard 
soil denies—paying back ail old scorn and i^odcm injury— 
reaping where we never sowed, and foiling what we never 
pthnted—living and laughing through the world, and «miling 
when we were summoned to quit it 1” 

So spoke diaud Halcro, in no serious, or at least most 
certainly in no^sober mood, his brain (ndver the most stal^o) 
whizzing under the infinence of fifty weU remembered sfigas, 
beeftles five bumpers of usquebaugh and brandy; andj^llm^laud, 
between jest and earnest, clapp^ him on the shoulder, 
again repeated, If Spoken like a hero 1” 

** Spoken like a fool, 1 think," said Magnus Whose 

attention bad been also attracted the vehemence of the little 
bard-—“ where would you cruise upon, or against whom 1—we 
are tdl 8ul:|jecto of one realm, I trow, and 1 would *have yon to 
rem^ber, that your voyage may brfog up at '•Execution-dock, 
n I like not^he Scgts-—n^flfence, Mr. Yellowley — that is, I would 
1^ them wril enough^ they would stay omet in their own 
land, and leave us at peace with our own pe^e, and manners, 
and fashions; and if tiiiey would but abide tl^ero till 1 went to 
harry them like a mad ^Id Beiserkar, I would leave them in 
peace till ^ day of judgment With what the sea sends us, 
and the land lends us, as tiuwpFoverb epys, ahd a set of honest* 
nel^hthrly folks to hdp ns to consume it, so help me, Saint 
Magnns, as I tVnk we are even but too happy 1** 

" I Imow what war is," said an old inah, “ and 1 wauld os 
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Boon Bail through Sumburgh Boost in a oockleahell, or «in a 
worse looiQi, as I would ventuie there again,*’ 

“And pray, what wars knew your valourf” said Halero, 
who, though ibrbearmg <to contradi^ his landlord from«a sense 
of resist, was not a whit indined to abandon his argument to 
any meaner autherity. ^ 

“ I was pressed,” answered the old firiton, “ to serve under 
Montrose, when he came here about the sixteen hundred and 
fifty-one, and carried h sort of ila will ye nil! ye, to get our 
throats cut in the wilds of Strathnayem *—I shall never forget 
it—we had been hard put to it for victuals—^what wojild I 
have given for a ludcheon of Bu^h Westra beef—ay,^ or a mess 
of sour sillocks 1 —^When ou?l Highlandmen brought in a dainty 
drove of kyloes, rfmoh ceremony thde was not, for^we shot and 
felled, and flay^, and roasted, and broiled, as it came to every 
man's hand; till, just- as our beards were at the greasiest, we 
heard—God p^erve us—a tramp of horse, then twa or thiee 
drapping shots,—then came a full salvo,—and then, when the 
officers' were crymg on us* to stand, and maist of us looking 
which way we might run away, down they broke, hmrse and 
foot, with old John Urry, or Hurry,t or whiTtever they call 
—he hurried us Chat day, and worried us flb boot—and we 
)>eg£h to fall as thick as the stots that Ve were felling hve 
luiuufhs before.” «. ' 

“ And Montrose,” said the soft voice of the graceful Minna; 
“ what became of Montrose, or how looked he I" 

“ Like a lion with the hunters before him,^’ answered the 
old gentleman; “ but I looked not twice his way, for my own 
lay right ovgr the hUl,” 

“ And so you left him f ’ said Miima, in a tone of the deepest 
contempt. ^ 

“ It was no fault of mine, Mistress l^na,” answ^ed the old 
man, somewhat out of countenance; *^t I was there witii no 
choice of my own'^; and, besides, what good could 1 have done) 
—all the rest running like she^, and why should 1 have 
stayed I” 

* Montrose, in his kst ukl ill-advised attempt to invade Scoftand, 
augmented his smatt'ansy ^ Dsxm and Soot^ Bc^isti, tj some hands 
of raw troops, hanffiy lav)fBA or rather presead into his a^ce, to the 
Orkney and Zetland Isles, having httle heart <dthsr to the oanse or 
manner of service, hehaved hut indifferently when they came into aetton, 

t Nota J. Sir John Vrry. 
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** baye died with him/' said Minna. 

**And lived with him to ill eternity, in immortal^ verse T' 
added (Hand HaAa?o. 

**I titank y<m, Mistross Minna,” re|)lied the plain-dealinji^ 
Zetknder } ** and I thank you, my old Mend Claud ;'-^but 1 
would ratW drink hotl^your heiftthfl in this good bicker of ale, 
like a living man as I am, than that you should be making 
songs in my honour, for having died forty or fifty years agone. 
But what signified it,—run or iSfeht, 'twaa* all one;—they took 
Montrose, poor fellow, for all his douglfty deeds, and ^cy took 
me, that did no dmighty deeds at all; and they hgnged him, 
poOT man, Ind as for me ”—^ , 

^^1 trust in Heaven they floggied and pickled you,” said 
Oevdand, worn out of patience with the fiuU narrative of 
the peaceful Zetlander’s poltroonery, of* which he seemed so 
wondsous little ashamed. a 

*^Flog horses, and pickle beef,” said Magnugj “why, you 
have not the vanity to think, that, with*all your quarterdeck 
aift, you will*make poor old neighbour Haagen ashamewl that 
he was not killed some scores of years since ? You have looked 
on death yours^f, my doughty young friend, but it was with 
the eyes of a young man who wishes to b^ thought of ; but wo 
are a peaceful peop^e,—peacefid, that is, as long as any ^ne 
should be peaceful, and t^t is till some one has the impudence 
to wrong us, or our neighbours; and then, perhaps, they m^y 
not find our northern blood much cooler in our veins than was 
that of the old Scandinavians that gave us our names and 
lineage.—Oet ye along, get ye along to the sword'dance,* that 
the strangem ^t are amongst us may see that ou| hands and 
our weapons are not altogether unacquainted even yet.” 

A dozen cutlasses, selected hastily* from ad old arm chest, 
and whose jrusted hue b^>oke how seldom th^ left the sheath, 
armedl the same* numl& of young ZcUandeis, with whom 
mingled six maidens, led hy Minna Troil; add the minstrelsy 
inst^tiy commenced a tune appropriate to ancient Nor- 
wegion wardanee, the evolutions of which ore perhaps still 
practised in those remote ialands. 

The first movement was gsacefiil and majestic, the youths 
holding their swords erect, and without much gesture; but the 
tune, and the cenrrespon^j^ motions of the danoers, becnnie 

* Note K. The BW<xrd>dAnc4f * 
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gradually^ more and more rs^d,—thej dashed their sWoida 
together, jb measured time, with a sjdrit whidi gare the exerohie 
a dangerous appearance in the eye o( the speo&tor, thoQgh die 
firmness, justice, and &ccara< 7 , with which the daaom 
time with the stroke of their weapons^ did, in truth, eneure its 
safety. The mnst smgular {bit of |he exhibition was the 
courage exhibited by the female performers, who now, surrounded 
by the swordsmen, seemed like the Sabine maidsns in the hands 
of their Boman lore^; now, Shoving under die arch of steel 
which the young men had formed, % crossing their we^Mxns 
over the heads of their foir partmirs, resembled the band of 
Amazons when they first joined, ii) the Pyirhie dan^ with the 
followers of Theseus. Butiiby far the most sdiking and appro¬ 
priate figure was^ that of Minna Troil, whom Ha)^ had long 
smce entitled the /i^uhen of Swords, and who, indeed, moved 
amidst the swordsmea with an air, which seemed to hold all 
the drawn bla^ as the proper accompaniments of her per^n, 
and the implements of her ;^ea8ure. And when the mazes of 
the da&ice became more indicate, when the close and continudUs 
clash of the weapons made some of her compamtms shrink, and 
show signs of fear, her cheek, her lip, and &er eye, seemed 
rather to announce,*^ that, at the moment when the weapcms 
flawed fastest, and rung sharpest aroan(f her, she was most 
comjfhetely self-possessed, and in her own dement. Last of 
all, when the music had ceased, and she remained for an instant 
upon the floor by herself^ as the rule of the dfnce required, the 
swordsmen and maidens, who departed from arol^md h^, seemed 
the guards and the train of some prinoara, who, disnussed by her 
sign^ were leaving her for a time to solitude.« Her own locdc 
and attitude, wrapped, as she jnobably was, in some riskm ef 
the imagmation, eorresponded admirably with the ideal 44^17 
which the spectators ascribed to hear; but, almcst ipmedkitidy 
recollecting herself, she blushed, as if ooni^cbs she had been, 
though hut for all instant, the ol(iect undivided attenrion, and 
gave her hand g^racefoUy to Olevdand, who, thoo^ he lutd not 
jqm^ fo ^ dan(», assumed the dj<i^ of oonduetiiig her to 
her seat. 

As they p$ML hCetdaimt JMertoon might ohsmrve that 
Cleveland whiqmrea into Minna's ear, and her brief re^ 
was aeoompanied with evmi more dimomposure of oountenai^ 
than she had mmfifested when encountering the gaze of the 
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whole ^aaaetnblj. MordaimVs 'suspicions were strongly awa^ 
kened by 'vhat he observed, for he Imew ICinna's character well, 
and wi^ what equEikniimty and indifierence she was in the custom 
of reoeivibg the dsual oomplixnents and gallantries with which 
her bean^ and her situation rendered her sufSoiently familiar. 

** Gan it be possible she really fixves this strauger was the 
unpleasant thought that instantly shot across Mor^unt's mind, 
—** And if does, what is my interest in the matter 1" was 

the second; and which was quickly followed by the reflection, 
that though he obdmed no interest at arsy time but as % Maid, 
and theugh^that interest was now withdrawn, he was still, in 
consideafation of their former i^rimacy, entitled both to be sorry 
and angry at her for throwing awafi her affections on one he 
judged unworifey of her. In this process of reasoning, it is pro¬ 
bable that a little mortified vanity, or sonfe ipdescribable shade 
of selflBh regret, might be endeavouring toviassume the disguise 
of disinterested generosity; but there is so much of base alloy 
in our very l^t (unassist^) thoughts, that it is melancholy 
woflc to criti^ too closely the motives of our most worthy 
actions; at least^we would recommend to every one to let those 
of his neighbours pass current, however narrowly ho may ex¬ 
amine the purity of hjs own. ’ 

The swordnlance was succeeded by various other specim^dis 
of thh same exerclBe, and by songs, to which the singers lent 
their whole soul, while the audience were sure, m occasion 
offered, to unite m some favourite chorus. It is n such 
ocoaslmiB that mflric, though of a simple and even rudb cluuracter, 
finds its natural empire over the generous bosom, and pr^uoes 
that strong excitement which cannot be attiuned by the most 
learned compoeitioiis of the first masters, which are’caviare to 
the common ear, although, doubtless, they afford a delight, ex* 
quisitain itp kuid,^to those whose natural capacity and education 
mmbled them to oomprehend and relish those difficult and 
comj^oated coml^tioiis of harmony. 

It was about midnight when a knocking,at the door of 
- the mansion, with the sound of the Qu$ and the Zangspidf* an* 
noonced, by thdr tinkling chim^ the arrival of *fkesh revellers, 
to whom, aooordhig to ^ hoffutal^ cgstom'of the country, 
the apertmmita were instati% thrown opmt 

* pftmieal hatinthtantfl flnmcirly tued in laiter was s 

swaniMtfik] ^ * 
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CHAPTEB SIXTEENTH.* 

• • 

-My xnind miagiTet, 

Some ooiiBeqiienoe^«y^ bangi^ in the stars, 

Shall bitterly begin his fearfardate 
With this night’s revels. 

Romeo Ain> Juliet. 

1’he new comers were, ticcording to the frequent custom of such 
froUckera^ over the world, disguised in a sort of mgsquing 
habits, and designed to lepi'efeqt the Tritons anh Mermaids 
with whom ancient tradition and popular belief have peopled the 
northern seas. *The former, call^ by Zetlanders* of that time, 
Shoupeltins, were feptesented by young men grotesquely habited, 
with false hair, and beards made of £1^, and chaplets composed 
of sea-ware interwoven with shells, and other marine productions, 
with which also were decorated their light-blue or greenish 
mantles of wadmaal, repeatedly before mention^. They had 
fish-spears, and other emblems of their assumed quality, amongst 
which the classical^ taste of Claud Halcro, by '^hom the masque 
^as arranged, had liot forgotten the conch-shells, which were 
stdutly and hoarsely winded, from tijne th time, by (me or two 
of tile i^uatic deities, to the great annoyance af all who %>tood 
c^par them. 

The Nereids and Water-nymphs who attei^ded on this occa¬ 
sion, displayed, as usual, a little more taste and ornament than 
was to be seen amongst their male attendants. Fantastic gar¬ 
ments of green silk, and other materials of superior cost and 
fashion, hcSi been contnved, so as to imitate their idea of the 
inhabitmitB of the watqp^, and, at the same time, to show ^ 
shape and features of the fair wearers to the best advantage 
The bracelets and shells, which adorned thh neck, anns, and 
ankles of th^ pfetty Mermaids, were, in aomd' cases, inter¬ 
mixed with real pearls; and the appearance, upon the whole, 
was such as m'ight b&ve done no ^discredit to the oourt of 
Amphitrite, eiq^eoiaDy when the long bright locks, blue eyes, 
fair complexions; and fileamng futures of Ibe maidoM of Thtde, 
were taken into ooo^eratioQ. We do not indeed pretend to 
aver, that any«o(f these seeming Mermaids had so aocuiatel^? 
unitatad the real sken, as commentators have supposed those at- 
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teiidaDt*Qn Geopatca did, wfao, adoptiag the fish’s train of thetr 
origioal, were able, nevertheless, to r^e their "ben<}s,” or 
*^eiids” (said comiiiefQtators cannot tell which), ^^adomings.*’* 
Indeed, hsid they libt left their extremities m their natural state, 
it would have been impossible for the Zetland sirens to i;^ve 
execute the very pretty dance, with whidi they,, rewarded the 
company for the ready admiHsicm which had b^ granted to 
them. 

It was soon discovered that thesis' masquers''w^re no strangers, 
but a part of the guests, who, stealing oftt a little time., before, 
had thus disguised themselves, in order to give varie^ to the 
mirth of the evening. The mtujp qf Gaud Haldto, always active 
on such occasions, had supplied them^th an appropriate song, 
of which we may give the foDowing specimen. • The song was 
alteAiate betwixt a Nereid or Mermaid, aiid*a |derman or I’riton 
—the Bifdes and females on either part forniing a seini-choruH, 
which accompanied and bore burden to the principal singer 
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Fathoms deep beneath the wave, ' • 
Stringing beads of glistering poan, 
Singing tne aohieTements brave 
*Of many an old Norwegian earl, 
Dwelling where the tempest’s raving 
Falls as light upon our ear. 

As the sigh ^ lover, craving 
Pity fmm his lady dear. 

Children of wild Thule, we. 

From the deep caves of the sea, 
AiPthe lark springs from the lea, 
Bither come, to share your glee. 


U. 


Mmuiaa. 

From reining of the watcr'horse. 

That booj^ed till the wares were foatuing. 

Watching the ^ant tempest’s course, 

Ohaaing the sea^aake in his roaming ^ 

From winding charge-notes on the shel^ 

When tiie huge wHUe uid swird-fish duel, 

* See some admirahle discussion om this passage, in the VsrioTttiie Shak* 
•ipeon. • • 
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Or tolling shroadlw* knelL 

When the Mrinds and vavee ann cmd; 
Children of unld Thule, ve i 

Have plough'd such fnrrom on the aea, 
Aa the keOT draws on the lea, 

And hither we come to idiare jovs glee. 


m. 


^ MKRMAl^ A3SCD HXRMEN. 

Wb heard yon in our twilight oaves, 

A hunlli^ fathom deep helow, 

For notes of Joy can pierce the wravee, 

That drown each sound of war and woe^ 

Those who dwell Ledeath the eea 
Love the StJns of Thule well 
llius, to aid your mirth, bring we 
Panhe, and song, and soun^g shell 
Child^^en of dark Thule, know. 

Those who dwell by haaf and voe, 

Where your daring shallops row, 

Comedo share the festal show. 

« 

The final chonm was borne by the whole voices, excepting 
those carrying the conch shells, who had bedh tiain^ to bl^ 
^them in a sort of fade accompaniment, which had a good effect. 
The poetry, as well as the performance of the masquers, received 
grfet ^plause from aU who pretended to bq, judges of such 
jtnatters j but, above all, from Triptolemus Yellowley, who, his 
car having caught the agricultural sounds of jilough and furrow, 
and his brain ^ing so well drenched that it oeuld only construe 
the words in their most hteral acceptation, declared roundly, and 
called Mordaunt to bear witness, that, thoo^ it was a shame 
to waste ^0 much good lint as went to form we Tritons’ beards 
and periwigs, the song contained the only words of oommon 
sense which he had heard aU that long day. 

But Mordaunt had no time to answer the atipeal, hdng engaged 
in attending wtth the utmost vigi^oe to the morions of om of 
the female ma^uets, who had given jbim a private signal as thqy 
^tered, whioh' induced him, thou^ uncertain who ^ miglit 
prove to be, to expect some eotmmmicarion from her of import¬ 
ance. The siitn whp liad so J>oldty tOoehed Ms arm, aAd had 
accompanied ^e gestm^ vdrii an exprsssicm of eye whh^ haB|^ 
his attenrion, aras djisgoised with a good deal more care than 
her sister-masqucts, hSt manrie being looee, and wide enOQ|^ to 
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Mnoaal^her abape oompletelf, and &oa hiddesi beneath a 
silk mask. He observed that »ke gradnaUy detached herself 
from the lest of tlj^e maagnere, and at length placed hendf, as 
if fof advaata^ of the air, near the door of a chamber which 
remained Spen, looked earnestly at him agkin, and then, taking 
an opporto^ty when the attention of the company was &ced 
igton the rest of her par^, she left the apartment. 

Mordaunt not hesitate instantly to follow his mysterious 
guide, for such we may term the jpasquer, she paus^ to let 
Him see the direction she was about to take, and then walked 
swiftly towards the shore of the ifoe, or salt-water lake, now 
lying fUU b^ore them, its small summer-wav^ glistening and 
r^pling under the influence of a broad moonlit t, which, added 
to the strong twilight of those regions duru||g the summer 
solstice, left no’reason to regret the absencc^of the sun, the path 
of whose setting was still visible on the waves of the west, while 
the ^oifson on the east side was already beginning to glimmer 
with the lights of dawn. , 

l^ordaunt had therefore no difficulty in keeping sight of his 
disguised guid^ as she tripped it over ''height and hollow tf) the 
sea-side, and, winding among the rooks, led the way to the 
spot where his own labours, during the t^e of his former 
intimacy at Burgh constructed a sheltered ai^ 

solitayr seat, where the daughters of Magnus were accustom^ 
to spend, when the weather was suitable, a good deal «*)f their 
time. Here then was to be the place of explanation; for thf 
masquer stopped, dnd, after a moment’s hesitation, sat d«wn on 
the rustic settle. * But &om the lips of whom was he^to lec^ive 
iti Noma had first occurred to him; but her tall figure and 
idow mivjestie step were entirely difiTerent from the si^ and gait 
of the more fitiiy-toned siren, who had preceded him with as 
light a trip as if she bad bW a retfl Nereid) who, having 
itan^ed toe late^upon the shore, was, under the dread of 
4impbl^tA’s displeasure, hastening to regain hei^ative element. 
Sito it was not Noma, it could be onfy, he thought, Brenda, 
who tbps singled hiin out } and wh«i she bad. eeat^ herself 
upon the b^ich, and taken»the mask from her face, Brenda it 
accordingly ^mved to be. Mordaunt had certainly done nothing 
to make 1^ dread her prosence^^ and yek such*ls the influence 
of Haahfrdness over the ii)g>mu 0 Us youth of both sexes, that he 
expoianced all the embanassmmit of one who* finds himself 
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unexpectedly placed before a person wbo is justly 9 ffeDded 
with him. Brenda felt no less ^borrassment , but as she had 
courted this interview, and was sensiHe if must be a iHief 
one, she was compelled, in spite of herself to begin the oon' 
versation. ‘ * * 

‘'«Mordaunt,” she said, w^h a hesitating voice; then correct¬ 
ing herself, rfie proceeded—You«must be surprised, Mr. 
Mertoun, that 1 should have taken this uncommon freedom.” 

“It was not ti\l this m<^ing, Brenda,” replied Mordaunt, 
“ that any mark of friendship or intimacy from you or from 
your si^ier could have'^surprised me. I am far more astonished 
that yoi» should, shun me without reason for so^maify hours, 
than that you should now allocv me an interview. In the name 
of Heaven, Brenda, in what have I offended you1 or why are 
we on these unusua^terms l" 

“ May it not *be enough to say,” replied Brenda, looking 
downward, “ that it is my father’s pleasure 1” * 

“ No, it iii not enough,” return^ Mertoun. “ Your father 
cannot have so suddenly altered his whole thoughts of me,,and 
hiB \9hole actions towardeTme, without acting under the influence 
of some strong delusion I ask you but explain of what 
nature it is; for I will be contented to be lower in your esteem 
the meanest &nd in these islands, if I cannot show that 
his^ change of opinion is only grounded upon some in^pious 
deception, or some extraordinary mistake,” * 

* “ It may be so,” said Brenda—“ I hope it is so—that I do 
hope it is so, my desire to see you thus iif jprivate may well 
prove to you. But it is difficult—in short it is impoesible for 
me to explain to you the cause of my father^s resentm^t. 
Noma hae spoken with him concerning it baldly, and I fear 
they parted in displeasure; and you well know no light matter 
could cause that.” • 

“ I have observed,” said Mordaunt, *'that^ui flsther is most 
attentive to lama’s counsel, and more omnplaiaaat to her 
peculiaiities^than to iboee of othm—^this 1 have obeerved, 
though he is no willing believer in the supernatural qualities to 
which she lays daim.” « 

“ They are idated distantly,** answered Brenda, “mi were 
friends in youtfi—ns |5 as I ^ve heard^ it was onee suppoeed 
would Imve him married; but lfoma*s pecuHariMea 
diowed themae^res immediately on her father’s deatl^ and there 
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was an end of that matter, if ever tiere was anything in it 
But it*i8 certain my fa^er regarda her with much intereet; 
and it is, I a sign how dee^y his ju^udioes respecting you 
must be rooted, #noe they haye in some degree (^uarrell^ on 
youET accoint*’ * ^ • 

**Now, blessings upon yon, Brenda, that yon have called 
them prejudices,” said JjSdertoon,* warmly and* hastily—a 
thousand tdessings on you 1 You were ever gentle-hearted—you 
could not have maintained even the show of unkindness long.” 

** It was indeed hut a show,” sai9 Brenda, sofibeniug gradually 
into the familiar tone in which they* had conveiW from 
infancy;^ ^‘1 could never think, Mordaunt,—never,^that is, 
seriouidy belilve, that you oouljji ^y aught unl^d of Minna or 
of me.” « 

*'And who du'es to say 1 have)” said Mdbdaunt, giving 
way#to the natural impetuosity of his aisposition—“Who 
dares hi say that I have, and ventures at%the same time to 
hope «that I will suffer his tongue to remain in s^ety betwixt 
his jaws ) By Saint Magnus the Martyr, I «rill fe^ the hawks 
with# it!” * • • 

“ Nay, now,” said Brenda, “ your angfer only terrifies me, and 
will force me to lAve you, 

* “ I^ve me,” said he. “ without tcUing eitlfer the calumny, oj# 

the name of the villanous calumniator 1” 

“ Ok, there aramore than one,” answered Brenda, “ that have 
possessed my ihther with an opinion—which I cannot myself* 

teU you—^but therciare more than one who say"- 

Were they hmidreds, Brenda, 1 will do no less to them than 
1 have Said—Sawed Martyr !—to accuse me of speaking un¬ 
kindly of those wl^om I most respected and valued und^ Heaven 
—1 will back to the apartment this instant, and your father 
shall do me right before all the world.” « * 

j ^‘'Do |iot go, for the love of Heaven !” said Brenda; “do not 
go, Bik you wbuld ifbt render me the most unhi^py wretch in 
existence I” 

“ TeB me then, at least, ^ I guess aright,” said Mordaunt, 

“ when I name Cleveland for one of those who have slan- 
deredmef” 

“ No, no,” said Brenda, vehemently; “y<v run'from one emw 
into another mm dangerous. Ton say you are my friend;— 

I am willing to he yours :-^be idill frnr a moment, and hear what 
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I hare to aay;—our interview has laated Imt too long already, 
and every additi<Hial moment brings additional danger vitb it" 
T^ll me, then,” said Mertoun, much softened by the poor 
girVs extreme aj^iehension and digress, ** Vhat it is that you 
require of me , and believe it is impossible for you to ask 
aught that I will not do my very uttermost to comply with." 

“Well, then—this Oai^eain," said Brenda, “this Cleve¬ 
land”— 

“ I knew it, by Heaven 1” «ud Mordaunt; “ my mind assured 
me that that fellow was, in obe way or otiier, at the bottom of 
all this^misohief and misunderstanding.” 

“ If you cannot be silent, and patient, for an instant,^ rej^ed 
Brenda, “ I must instantly quit you ; what I meant to say had 
no relation to you, but to another,—in one word, to my sister 
Miima I hate nothing to say concerning her dislike to you, 
but an anxious tale to tell concerning his attention to her.” 

“ It is obvious, striking, and marked,” said Mordaunt j “ and, 
unless my eyes deceive me, it is received as wdcome, if, indeed, 
it is not returned.” f 

“ That IS the very cause of my fear,” said Brenda. “ I,^too, 
was struck with the ettemal appearance, ftank manners, and 
romantic conversation of this man,” 

“ His appearance !” said Mordaunt; “ be is stout and well 
f^tured enough, to be sure; but, as old Sinclair of Quendale 
said to the Spanish admiral, * Farcie on hk fece 1 I have seen 
many a fairer hang on the [trough Moor.’—Prom his manners, 
he might be captain of a privateer 3 and his conversation, 
the trumpeter to hk own puppet-show; for he speaks oi little 
else thioi his own exploits.” 

“ You are mistaken,” miswered Brenda; ^*he speaks but too 
well on aO that he has seen and learned; bemdes, he has really 
been in many dktant^ countries, and in many gallant actions, 
and he can tell them with as much spirit as modealy. Ton 
would think you saw the dash and heard rim tepori of the 
guns. And hb has other tones of talkiiig too—al^t the de- 
liffhriiil trees and firoits of dktant dhiMtes: and how the 
peo^e wear no dress, riuUugh rim ^wbole year, mdf so warm as 
our summer igowns^ and, indeed, put on little except cambrie 
and muslin.” * ^ 

“ Upon my word, Brasdsi, he doea seem to undmatatid ihft 
bisimees of amtuW yomog Isriks^” replied Mordaunt 
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^ Bs dooi aaid Brenda, witt great simplicity. ** 1 

assure you tliat, at tet, I liked Mm better than Minna did; 
and yet, though lehe' is so much oleTorer than I am, 1 know 
more of^the wotld than she <|se8; fhrsi have seen more of* 
cities, having been once at Eoilcwall; beside that, I was thrice 
at Lcnrwiok, when the Dutch shipiV'were there, igid so 1 should 
"not be very ^sily deoeivid in people.” 

** And pray, ^nda,” said Mertoun, ** what was it that made 
you think less &vourably of the ^oung felldw^ who seems to be 
80 captivating • • 

“Why,” said Brenda, after a moment’s reflection;^“at first 
he was*much livelier; and the stories he told* were not quite so 
melancholy, or so terrible; and & laj^^bed and dmiced more.” 

“And, perhaps, at that time, danced oftener with Brenda 
thap with heraktor?” added Mordaunt. • 

“Nq—I am not sure of that," said Bi^da; “and yet, to 
speak plain, 1 could have no suspicion of mm at aD while he 
as attending quite equally to us both for ydu know that 
then he could have been no more to u| than yourself, Mordaunt 
Mertoun, or young Swaraster, or any other young man in the 
islands.” • 

“ But why, then,” said Mordaunt, “ shoidd you not see him^ 
with patience, beoonm acquainted with your skterl—Ho •k 
wealthy, or se^pus to be so at least. You say he acA)m- 
plkhed and pleasant;—what eke would you desire in a lov^ 
for Minna V , 

“ Mordaunt, joiu forget who we are,” said the nsjaiot'a, as¬ 
suming an air of consequence, which sat as gracefully upon her 
simplicity, as did the diflerent tone in which she had spoken 
Mtherto. “ Thi| k a little world of ours, this Zetlafld, inferior 
perhaps, in soil and climate, to other pa^ of the earth, at least 
so strangers say; but it is our own little world, and we, the 
da^htks oftMagnos TroU, hold n first rank in it. It would, I 
thiim, little become us, who are descended ftoA Spa-kings and 
York, to throw ourselves away upon a stranger, who comes to 
our coast;, like the eider-duck in spring, from* we know not 
whence, and may leave it in autumn, to go we know not 
where,” • 

** And who may ne'ertiieiess a Zetland golden-eye to 
rMseompany his migration/ said iMertoun, » 

“ I will hear notiiing light on such a subject,” replied BremU 
vou jtm. 
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indignanffy; “ Mi&iuit mjnself, is the, dang^tet of Magmis 
Troil, tl^ie Mend of ftti^gere, bat Fktte of HJalthoid. He 
gives ihem the hoepitalitj they need; Imt lei^aot the proadett 
of them think that tSiey can, at their pleasvre, allj^vith his 
house/' 

She said this in a tone df consid^hle warmth, which she 
instantly softened, as she added, No, Mordaant, do not sup¬ 
pose that Minna Tioil is capable of so far forgetting what she 
owes to her father ind her father's blood, as to think of marry¬ 
ing this ^Cleveland; biit. she may lend an ear to him so long as 
to destroy her future happiness. She has that sort uf mind, 
into which some fhelings sin^ ^deeply;—you ^eibemher how 
IJlla Storlson used to g^ day by day, to the top of Yossdale 
Head, to look for her lover’s ship was never to return 1 
When I think of her slow step, her pale cheek, her eye that 
grew dimmer and /dimmer, like the lamp that is ha^-eictin- 
giiished for la^ of oil,—wheii T remember the fluttered look, 
of something like Wipe, with which she ascended the cliif at 
morning, and the deep dead despair which sat db her forehead 
when she returned,—when I think on bU this, can you wonder 
that I fear for Minna, whose heait is formed 'xo entertain, with 
4 iuch deep-rooted fidelity, any affection that may be implanted 
in it ?” 

not wonder,’* said Mordaunt, eagm^y sympathising 
with the poor girl, for, besides the tremulous expresmon of her 
voice, the light could almost show him the tear which trembled 
in her eye, as she drew the picture to which hw fancy had 
asslimlati^ her sister,—“ 1 do not wonder that you should feel 
and fear whatever the purest affection can di<^te; and if you 
can but point out to me in what I can serve your sisterly love, 
you shall find me as ready to vaitnre my life, if necessary, as I 
have been to go out on the crag to get you the eggs of ^ 
guillemot * and, believe me, that whatever h<t!i heeii"told to your 
father or youfs^, of my mitertahung the sUghtest thon^ts of 
disrespect or unldndneBS, $s as fidse as a fiend coidd d^vl^** ^ 

1 believe it,” said Brenda, gNne hkn her hand ; **I bc^eve 
it, and my bosom is lighter, now 1 nave r^ewed my eoofid^ce 
in so dd a feiead4 pow,Snt\^caa aid us, I know not j bfii it 
was by the advice^ I li^y say by tlie eommands, of NotniK ^lat 
X have ventnrsd to miie this oomrnunioalacn ; and 1 mmosi 
wonder,” she added, as she looked around her, "that I )mve 
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hndtoange to oaiiy me ii At ym know ell 

UtMt I cm tdl you of the rifik iu which my ^ster etan^. Look 
liter thm €Sev*AaQd^<^weie how you quirrel with Lim, moe 
yott iiMnt 60 8ar^ come the wofst with am eiqMdimoeil 
aoldi^.** , 

1 do not exactly wderataald,” aaid the youth, ** how that 
^ould BO aurely he, This I kuow, that with the good limbe 
and good heart that Qod liaUi given me. ay, and with a good 
oanse to hoot~X am little afirSid of any qgarrel which Cleve¬ 
land can fix upon me.” * • 

^^Xhen, if not for your own scdEe, for Bfinna's ^uko,” said 
Brenda—** for my fether’t-jfqf mine*—for kli our sakes, avoid 
any strife with him, but be ooutei^ted to watdi him, and, if 
possible, to discover who he is, and what Are his intentions 
towards us. He has talked of going to 6rkney, to inquire after 
the QODSort with, whom he sail^ ^ but d%jr afkr day, and week 
after week, passes, and he goes not ; and while he keeps my 
fiither company over the bottle, and •tells minna romantic 
Stories of foilign people, and distantiwaiB, in wild and unknown 
regions, the time glides on, and the stranger, of whom we know 
nothing except^^t he is one, become gradually closer mid more 
inseparably intimate in our sodetiy.—bow, farewell Nor,|ia 
hopes to make yonr*peace with my father, and entreats ymf not 
to leave Burgh Westra to-morrow, however cold ije ^d my 
sister may appear towards ycm, I too,” she said, stretcbjng 
her hand towurds him, “ must wear a face of cold friendship as 
towards an nnWelcoine visitor, but at heart we are still Brenda 
and Mordaunt And now separate quickly, for we Wust not be 
seen together. *4 ^ 

She stretched her hand to bun, but withdrew it in some 
slil^t oonfosion, laughing and blushing, when, a natural 
^ Impulse, lij^ was about to press it to his lips. * He endeavoured 
fo^ a^ nmnuait tS det^ her, for the interview had for him a 
degree of fiudnation, whidi, as often as hi had beftue bemi 
alone with Brenda, be had never experienced. But she extricated 
heisidf ftom him, and a^gfiin signing an adieu, and pointing out 
to him a path different firom that which she i^as herself about ^ 
to take^ ti^l^ped towards the hauaa, mid ^ss boon htddeu from * 
hll view by tlm aodivity. 

Mordatmt stood gazing after her in a state of mind, to which, 
as yet, he had been a stranger. The dubious neu^aP ground 
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between lave and friendship may be long and safely trodden^ 
until he who stands upon it is suddenly cs^ed upon to reo^niso 
the authority of the one or the other power; a&d then it most 
frequently happens, that the party who fbr years supposed him¬ 
self oidy to be a friend, finds himself at once tian^ormed into 
a lover. That §uch a change in fwbJigs should 

take place from this date, although he himself was unable ex¬ 
actly to distinguish its nature, was to be expected. He found 
himself at once reqei^nd, with fhe most unsuspicious frankness, 
into the ceufidence of a beautiful and fascinating young woman, 
by whom had, so short a time before, imagined himself 
despised and disliked ; and, if anything could make a*change, in 
itself so surprising and so pleasing, 3ret more intoxicating, it was 
the guileless and bpen-hoarted simplicity of Brenda, that cast an 
enchantment over ev^irything which she did or said. The 
scene too might have had its effect, though there WBs4ittle 
occasion for its aid. But a fiur face looks yet fairer under fdie 
light of the moon, and a sweet voice sounds yet sweeter among 
the whispering sounds of a summer night Mordafint, therefore, 
who had by this time returned to the house, was disposed to 
listen with unusual patience and complacency to^he enthusiastic 
declamation pronouifced upon moonlight Cfiaud Halcro, 
whose ecstasies had been awakened on the silhject by a short 
turn in the open air, undertaken to qualify the vApours o# the 
good liquor, which he had not spared during the festival. 

The sun, my boy," he said, ** is every wriktched labourer’s 
day-lantern—it comes glaring yonder out of the east, to sum¬ 
mon up a whole world to lab(W and to misety; whereas the 
merry moon lights all of us to mirth aud to love,.” 

“ And to" imidness, or she is much belied," said Mordaunt, 
by way of saying someth^. 

Let it ^ so," answered Halcro, ** so she does not tom us 
mdaneboly mad.—My dear young friend, fihe fiAs of this 
painstaking world' are for too anxious about possessing all their 
wits, or having them, as they say, about them. At least 1 
know I have been often called haliMtted, and I am sure 1 
havt gone through the world as well as if 1 had double the 
quantity. But Stop--twhej:e..9f»8 II Oh, tooehing and oon- 
ceming the moon—-why, man, she is the very soul ^ love and 
poetry. I queatiem if there wm a true lover in existeiioe 
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wbc^had not ^t at least as far as * 0 thou,’ in a sonnet in her 
praise.” 

*'The moon^* said the fhctor, who was now beginning to 
speak Teiy “ripem com, at lea^ the old folk said so-v 
and sne fills nuts alw, whilk is of matter— ^oxg^ nuces, 

puen.** • ^ 

** A fine, a fine,” enlfi the Udalier, who was now in his alti¬ 
tudes; “the factor speaks Greek—^hy the bones of my holy 
names^e, Saint Magnus, he tdiall drink off the yawl full of 
punch, unless he gives us a song on the spof!” « 

“ Too much water drowned the miller,” answered Triptole- 
mus.* “My brain has more need of (IndBing thSn of being 
drenched with more liquor."* • 

“ Sing, then,* said the de8ix)tio1kmdlord, Vfor no one shall 
speak any other language here, save hozftot Norse, jolly Dutch, 
or Danske, or broad Scots, at the least of it. So, Eric Scam- 
bgster, produce the yawl, and fill it to thi brim, as a charge for 
demurrage.” • 

„ Ere ^e Tessd could reach th<^ agriculturist, he, ageing it 
under way, and steering towards him by short tacks (for 
Bcambester himself was by this time not over steady in his 
course), made a desperate effort, and began to chant, or rather 
to cro^ forth, a -Yorkshire harvest-homo ballad, which' fiis 
fistl^er used p sing when he was a little mellow, and«whLch 
went to the tune of “ Hey Dobbin, away with tb^ waggon.” 
The rueful asp^ of the smger, and the desperately discordaut 
tones of his ^ice, formed so delightful a contrast with the 
jollity of the words and tune, that honest Triptolefiius afforded 
the same sort of amusement which a reveller might give, by 
appearing on V festival-day in the holyday coat 9f his grand- 
fk&er. The jest oondud^ the evening, for even the mighty 
and strong-headed Magnus himself had confossAl the influence of 
the deepyvgod • The guests went off as they best might, each 
to' bis separate <arib and resting-place, and in a^short time the 
mansion, which was of late so noisy, was hushed into perfect 
idUttioe. 
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OHAPTEB SEVEKTEEirTHt 

They roan their ^ats, and aU the yonng men arm, 

With whatsoever might the monst^ harm; 

Pikes, halberds, sptts, a^ darts, t^at wound afar, 

The tools of peace and iropleroents ctf war. 

Now was the time for vigorons lads to show 
What love 01; honour cou^ Incite them to;— 

A goodly theatre, where rooks are ronad 
With reverend a^ and lovely lasses crown’d. 

BairiLs or thk Buhher Islathim. 

I 

The morning whioh Bucceods sucfar a feast as that of Magnus 
Troll, usually laoli^s a littlo of the sest which seasoned the 
revels of the preceding day, as the fashionahlo reader m^y 
have obacirved at a public breakfast during the race-week in a 
country town; for, xh what is called the best society, 
lingering moments are usually spent by the company, each 
apart in their own dressinc-rooms. At Burgh Westra, it wijl 
readily De believed, no such space for retirement was afforded; 
and the lasses, with their paler cheeks, the elder daxnes, with 
many a wink and yavm, were compelled to meet with their male 
coinpanxons (headaches and all) just three hours after they had 
(lartedl from each other. 

Eric Scambester had done all that man oouliT do to supply 
thd full means of diverting the ennui of the^ morning meal 
The board groaned with rounds of hung bee^^^giade a^ the 
fashion of Zetland—with pasties—wi^ baked meats—with 
fish, dressed and cured m every possible manna'; nay, with 
the foreign delicacies of tea, coffee, and chocolai*e; for, as we 
have alr^y bad occasion to remark, the situation <ff these 
islands made them eorlf acquainted with various oticlfis df 
foreign luxury, which were, as yet, but little cknowu in Sooi^ 
land, wher% at a much later period than that we write o^ one 
pound of great tea was dressed like cidtbage, and another con¬ 
verted into a vegetable sauce for salt beef, by the ignoranoe ol 
the«good housewives to whom they^had beoi sent as rare 
presents, •. ^ 

Besides these prepahxtiofisj^tite tahle achibited whateva 
mighty potioxtB were resorted to by hom the 

fao^ous name of a “ hair of the dog tiiat bit yoit” Thao was 
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43m potent Iri«h 0a4|Qabaiigh>-^iigirt Knnti—genuine Schie- 
dam-^Aqu»vit» from Oaithneas—and golden Waaaer ftcm 
Hatnbuigh ; there waa rum of fonnidalde antiquity, an^ cordiola 
tram the X^eewaM Zeliinds. After these detidk, it were needless 
to mention tiie atout homo-l^ewed ale-^Athe Qwan mum, and 
S^wartt-bier-^d still more would it be beneath our 4i^ity 
to dwdl upon the innupiOTable Ants of pottage and flummery, 
together with the bland, and varioiu preparations of milk, for 
those who preferred thinner potations. 

No yronder that the eight of*m muoh cheer awakened 
the appetite and raised the spirits o# the fetigued* reyellere 
The yeung^ men began immediately to seek ont tbqjr partners 
of the preceding evening, aqd ^to renew th4 small talk which 
had driven the night so men^y awuf; while Magnus, with his 
old Norse kindred, encouraged^ by preC^ and example, 
thbse of elder days and graver mood, to*a substantial flirtation 
with ihe good things before them. StiU,^however, there was a 
loiig period to be filled up before dinner; for the most pro¬ 
tracted breaHsat cannot well last abov^an hour; and it was 
td be feared *that Olaud Halcro meditated the ocoupaaion of 
this vacant mmming with a formidable recitation of his own 
verses, besides telli^, at its full length, the whole history of 
his introduction to ^orious John Dryden. * But fortune relieved 
the guests of Burgh Westra from this threatened Infliction, by 
sen^Qg them means of amusement peculiarly suited to^theif taste 
and habits. ^ 

Most of the ^ests were using their toothpicke, some were 
beginning to thlk of what was to be done nex^ ^hen, with 
ha^ in his step, fire iu his eye, and a harpoon in his hand, 
Erie Scambester came to announce to the company, that there 
was a whale on shore, or nearly so, at the throat of the voe. 
nmn you might have seen such a jqyous, bqjsterous, and uni¬ 
versal bus^e, as only the bve of sporty so deeply implanted in our 
nature, can possibly inspire. A set of oountiy squires, about 
to beat lot the first woodcocks of the season, trem a comparison 
as petty, in respect to the glee, as in regard ^ the importance 
of the object; the battue^ i^>on a strong cover m Ettriok Forest, 
fer the destruction of the foxes; the insurrectlbn of the sports¬ 
men of the Xjennmc, when one^^a^uti^ l^ike's (leer gets out from * 
XiK^-Miitan; nay, the joyous rally of the fox-chase itself, with 
<dl its bHtbe aeoompaniments of hound and hem, fall infinitely 
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ehort of tbe aaimation witb which the gallaiit bohb of Thule aet 
off to encounter the moneter, whom t^ sea had sent for tiheir 
amusement at so opportune a conjuncture.^ 

The multifarious stores of Burgh Wostea‘wcr© rummaged 
Aiastily for all sorts of* arms, which could be used on' such an 
occasion. Harpoons, swords, pikes, and halberds, fell to the 
lot of some; others contented *theinsel\e8 with hay-forks, spits, 
and whatever else could be found, that was at once long and 
sharp. Thus hastily equipped, one division, under the (ximmand 
of Captain Clevelqpd, hastenoa to man the boats which lay in 
the httle haven, while tlie rest of the party burned by land to 
the scene of action. 

Poor Triptolemds was interrij^ptied in a plan, which he, too, 
had formed against the patience of the Zetlanders, and which 
was to have consisted ii^ a lecture upon the agriculture, and 
the capabilities of thd* country, by this sudden hubbub, whfch 
put an end at once^ to Halcro’s poetry, and to his no 1^ 
formidable prose. It may be easily imagined, that he took 
veiy little mte?est in, the sport wliich was so suddenly substi¬ 
tuted f')r his lucubrations, rnd he would not even have deigukl 
to have looked upon the active scene which was about to take 
place, had he not been stimulated thereunto by the exhorta¬ 
tions of Mistress Baby. “ Pit yoursell forward, man,” said that 
provident person, “pit yoursell forward—wha kens where a 
blessing may light ?— they say that a’ men share and share 
oquals-aqiiMs in the creature’s ulzie, fuid a pmt o’t w£ul be 
worth siller, to light the cruize in the long dark nights that 
they speak of. Pit yoursell forward, man—^there’s a graip to 
ye-—faint heart never wan fair lady—wha kens but what, when 
it’s fresh, it may eat weel eneugh, and spare butt^ V’ 

What zeal’ was added to Triptolemus’s motions, by the pro¬ 
spect of eatmg fresh tra^n-oil instead of butter, we know not; 
but, as better might not be, he brandished the rural jmpIeiiMUi 
(a stable-fork) with which he was anned, and went down to 
wage battle w^ the whole. 

The situation in which the enemy’s ill^fate had placed him, 
was particularly ^vourable to the en^ieiprise of the islanders. 
A tide of imuimal height had oairied the animal over a huge 
bar of sand, into the v<^ or^nis^k in which he was now Ijii^ 
So soon as h6 found the water ebbing, he became smtsible ef 
his danger, and had made desperate edbrts to get over the 
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ahalloy water where tilie waves lm>ke coji the bar, but hitherto 
he had rather hyored than mended his condition, having got 
himself par% agnoond, and lying therefore particularly'exposed 
to ^e meditetea attack. At this mcnpent the enemy came . 
down up^ him. ^ The fient ranks oonsiked of the young and 
hardy, armed in the miscellaneoui manner we have described 3 
while, to witness and animate their efforts, the* young women, 
and the elderly persons of both sexes, took their pla^ among 
the rooks, which overhung Idle sooRe of action. 

As the beats had to doable a little headland, ere they openeil 
the mouth of the voe, those who came by land to the shores of 
the inlet had time to make the necessaiy recannoissafioeB upon 
the force and situation of the enemy, on whom they were about 
to commence a simultaneous attack by^ land and* sea. 

This duty the stout-hearted and experienced general, for so 
the*Udallor might be termed, would intrust to no eyes but his 
own^ dnd indeed, his external appearance^ and his sage con¬ 
duct, rendered him alike qualified for the command which he 
eig^yed. His gold-laced hat was exchanged for a bearskin cap, 
hi 8 suit of blue broadcloth, with its scarlet lining, and loops, 
and frogs of bulMon, had given place to a red fiaimel jacket, 
with buttons of black horn, over which h^ wore a seal-skin 
shirt curiou^y seamed and plaited on the bosom, such as ard^ 
used Jay the Esquimaux, and sometimes by the Greenland 
wkale-^hers. tS^boote of a formidable sixe oomplSted his 
dress, and in his hand he held a large whaUng-knifi!, w'hich hA 
brandished, as if impatient to employ it in the q^i<^tion of 
fitnehing the huge animal whid^ lay before them,—is, the 
act of separating its flesh from its bonea Upon closer exami¬ 
nation, however,Hie was obliged to confess, that the sport to 
which he had c<mduoted his friends, however much it corre- 
(q)onded with the magnificent scale of bil hospitality, was likely 
io be attended witii^ its own peddiar dangers and difficulties. 

The animal, upwards of sixty feet in length, was lying 
perfectly still, in a deep part of the voo into which it had 
weltered, and where it seemed to await the return of tide, of 
whidi it was probably assured by instmet. A council of ex* 
pmeneed harpooners was instantly called, and .it was agr^ 
that an effort should be made td^Mse ffie tail of -this torind 
leviathan, by caBtang a cable around it, to be made fast by 
anchors to tlte shore, and thus to secure agamat his escape, in 
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eaae tbe tide ahoold midce lieforo theijr were eble todeepet^ bBPi* 
Tkree boats were destined to this ddkate piece of serncei 
ef whklh the Udaller hixeaelf prapoied to comioaiid, while 
, Cleveland and Herto]i^i were to diroct the wo othevs. Thle 
being decided, they sat down on the strafid, wail^ with 
impdtience until the naval of the Ibiee shoidd anive in the 
voe. It was during this interval, that Triptolemru YeHowloyi 
after measuring with his eyes the extraordinaiy size ci i£e 
whale, observe^ that in his p(^r mind, ** A wain with sis: owseai, 
or with sixty ow£ftin eitj^ier, if they were the owsen of the oonntiy, 
could not drag siocan a huge creature firom the water, where it 
was noWlying, to the sea'beach.” , * 

Triding as this remark may seem to the reader, it was ccHn> 
nected with a subject which always fired the blo<^ of the old 
UdaUer, who, glanoing ‘ upon Triptolemus a quick and stem 
look, asked him wliat the devil it signified, supposing a hnnfired 
oxen could not drag the whale upon the beach) Mr. Ydlowley, 
though not much liking the tone with whioh the question was 
pul, Jelt that lus dignity and his profit compelled him to answer 
as follows:—“Nay, sir—you know yourseU, Master Magnus 
Troil, and every one knows that knows anylihing, that w^es 
of siccan sise as v^ay not be masterfully dragged on shore by 
*'the instrumentality of one wain with sui: owsen, are the right 
and property of the Admiral, who is at this time the same 
noble l(A\l who is, moreover, Chamberlain of tb^ islea*'* 

' “ And I tell you, Mr. Triptolemus Ydilowley,” said the 
UdaUer, as I would tell your mastw if He were here, that 
every man who risks his life to bring that fish ashore^ chall have 
an equal share and partition, according to our ancieut and 
lovable Norse custom and wont ; nay, U tl^re ia so much as 
a woman looking on, that wUl but touch the cabl^ she wiU be 
partner with us; ay, ^d more than aU that, if she wfU but 
say tbere is a, reason for it, we will assign to tihe hnhe 

that is unborn^' 

The stiidt principle of equity whioh dictated this last arrange¬ 
ment, oocaaioaed laughter among the mep, and some aUg^t 
^niuskm ampng the women. The fiiotm, however, thougd>t it 
shame to be «o easUy daunted. **Snmn eatgus said 

he; I will stand fiSr mf’^'s right and my owau** 

“ Will you I” i^ed Magnus; by the MTar^i^ bener^ 
you phall have i|o law of partition but imd Sidnt 
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m had boiiro ekikvr ftotor^ or tareasuror, or chain- 
beriaim vaa heard of l-^AU idudl ahaie tiiat lend a hand^ and 
a <ai« elae. ^ sm^ Ifaater I'aotor, ahaU be as veil 
m iXher M% and fcink Touzeelf li«^ to ahare like ^er folk. 
JuBq[> intS that boat** (8nr the boats had by this ^me polled 
round the headhtnd), *^aad you, i»y lads, make way for*the 
fiiotm ’m the stem-ebeets—^he shall be the first mdn this blessed 
day that shall strike tiie Sah.** 

(The loud authmtative vdoe, and the habit of absolute com¬ 
mand inferred in the XJdaller's whole ntannef, togethw with 
the consdous want of fiiivourers and backers amongst we rest 
of the of^pany, rendered it difficult for Triptolemos to erade 
comiffianoe, although he wm tlihs^about to be placed in a sitoa- 
tion equally novel and perilous. He W£is stilly howev-er, hesitat¬ 
ing, ^and attemptiDg an explanation, witl» a voice in which 
anger was qualified by fear, and both thinly disguiaed under 
an attempt to be jocular, and to represent the whole os a jest, 
when he hoard Ihe voice of Baby maundering m his oar,— 
** he lose his share of the ulxiCj and the lang Zetjiuid 
winter coming on, when the lightest day in December is not so 
clear as a moonlesa nigbt in riie Mearns f' 

• This domestic instigation, in additbn to those of fear o£ the 
g Udaller, and shame t« seem less courageous than others, so 
i&flam^ the agriculturist's spirits, that he shook his grmp aloft, 
and entered the Iboat with the air of Neptune himself, denying 
on high his trident^ * 

The three bootf destined for thu perilous s^ico w ap¬ 
proached the dark mass, which lay like an islet in the deepest 
part of the voe^ and sufiered them to approach without showing 
any rign of animlition. Silently, and with such precaution as 
the extreme delicacy of the operation required, the mtrepid 
advealuiers, a^ the failure (d ^eir hrst att^pt, and the 
expenditure of considerable tune, succeeded in caitmg a cable 
aroti^Kthe body of the torpid monster, and in carrying tlm 
ends of it ariiore, when an hundred hands weie instantly 
onjdop^ m securing them. But ere this wasiaccompluihed, 
the began to make fafit, and the Udaller ^informed his 
asriatanls, tto eathar the fish mnat be killed, or at least greatly 
wmm^d, «rs the depth of vater^ iat tbe W was sufficient to 
fieal hhn; or tibai he was not uidikely to escape fhnn thrir 
foii^ prowess. • 
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Wherefore/' said be, we most «et to work, and tha fsne^ 
shall have the honour to make the first throw." * 

The* vulicmt Triptolemus caught the word;(and It is nfieessar; 
to say that the patieptce of the whale, in solB^srmg Myself to he 
noosed without resistance, had abated his terrors, and Tery 
much lowered tlie creatursi^ in his opinion. He protested tlm 
fish had no mWe wit, and scarcely more activity, than a lda<^ 
snail; and, influenced by this undue contempt of the advensiy, 
he waited neither 4br a farther signal, nor a better weapon, nor 
a more suitable jiosition, but, rising in his energy, hurled his 
graip with all his force against the unfortunate monster The 
boats h^d not yet retreated from him to the distance necessaiy 
to ensure safi^ty, when this 'in|udicious commencement oi the 
war took plao«> "* 

Magnus Troil, who had only jested with the factor, and had 
reserved the launching the first spear against the whal^ to some 
much •'more skilfifi hand, had just time to ezdaim, '‘«Mind 
yoitrsdvee, bids, or we are all swamped!" when the monster, 
rou^ at once inactivity by the blow of the fisetor's missile, 
blew, with a noise resembling the explosion of a 8team>eiigine, 
a huge shower of water into the air, and fit the same time 
began to lash the^waves with its tail in every direction. The * 

' boat in which Magnus presided received the shower of brine « 
which the animal spouted aloft j and the adv^tuious Triptole- 
mus, v^ho had a full share of the immersion, was so mudi 
“astonished and terrified by the consequence of his own valorous 
deed, that he tumbled backwards amongst the feet of the people, 
who, too busy to attend to him, were actively ^igaged in getting 
Idle bhat into shoal water, out of the whale's xea^. Here he 
lay for some minutes, trampled on by the fedl of the boatom, 
until they lay on their oars to bale, when the Udalier ordered 
them to pull to shesre,* and land this spare hand, who had &m- 
menced the fishing so inauspiciously. « * 

While this vas doing, the other boats hod also pulled off to 
safer distauce, and no^, fiom these aa well as fiom the shore, 
tbe^ uufortiiniite native of the deep Was overwhdbaaed bgr all 
«kin^ of misalles,—harpoons and flew against him on all 

sides—guns were fired, and eadi various means of azmeyaoee 
|died wbiifli ooidd edbdte l!!^to eidtaast his strength In nsdees 
rage. When the animal found that he was ^ked in by 
phaliows on all eddes, mud beoanie senmhle, at the same time, A 
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the of tbe oatsie Ms body^ the oonTabdve efforts whiofa 

ho mille to efK»{M, oocoikipaiiiod with soimda rosembling deep 
and loud groane; Kioaid bare mo^ed the oompMslon of aU but 
a ptaotia^ arba}%|ysiiiear. Tbe r^fmtodeBbowtte whidb be > 
aptratod into the air began now to ^ mingled with blood, pnd 
i^e waTee wbkib auirounded him ttseiuned the game orimeon 
appearanee. Meantime the attempts of the asaaflants were 
ledcmMed; hut Mordaunt Mertoun and Cleveland, in par- 
tioalaar» exerted themselres te the *^tte3rmoat^ intending who 
should disp^ most courage in approaching the monster, so 
tremendc^ in ita agonies, and should inflict the most ^eep and 
deadly wounds upon its huge bulk. *“ 

The oontest seemed at last ^i4tty well over; for although 
the animal continued from time to^time to make flantic 
exertions for liberty, yet its strength appeared so much ex* 
hausted,^that, even ^h the assistance of the tide, which 
had now risen oomBiderably, it was thought it could smroely 
extricate itself ^ 

Magnus gave* the signal to venturp nearer to the whale, 
calilng out at the same time, “ Olose in, lads, she is not half 
80 mad DOW-—Th8 factor may look for a winter’s oil for the 
•two lami^ at Haifra—Pull close in, lads.” « 
p Ere his orders could be obqrcd, the other two boats had 
anticipated his purpose; and Mordaunt Mertoun, c^er *to 
distinguish himself above Cleveland, had, with the whole 
strength he possessied, plung^ a half-pike into the bo«ly of the* 
animai But the leviid^han, like a nation whose r^out^ appear 
totally mdukusted by previous losses and calamities^ ci^lected 
bis whoto m n ainiB g force for an effort, which prov^ at once 
dee^perate and suroessfol. The wound, last received^had pro¬ 
bably reached through his external defpuoes of blubber, and 
attatofld some very sensitive part of the system; for he roared 
Moud, u he %ent to the s^ a mingled sheet ef brine and 
nloqd^ sad acappuig strong cable like a •twig, ov«»et 
M^toiuk's boat with a Wow eff his tail, shot him^f, by a 
mig^ over the bar, upon which tide bad now rWi 
conridanhly, and made out^ sea, cmnying witWhim a whole 
grove of implemeats which ha^ been planted in his body, 
and leaving behiiid him, on the wi&s, a dark red toaoe of 
his eotune. 

** Thbta gsea to sea your ciniise of dl, Master Telfowky,” 
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Hagsiui, jm mtuik ti^m^ mMm 

bed 111 the ^ • 

** Openm ti oUmm mutldked H 

<iatdi me vbahMBth^ tigshi, { eoMeirt 
^lall swallow me es he did 

** But whe^ ifi Hcmkumt Hertomi M wdcQ^f'ezditfiiied 
Okad Hakro; esid it was kstaAtljr peieei^ the yauthj, 
who had bees stinmed whoi hie ho^ was stoves Was naii^ to 
Bwim to shorn ee ^ other taitote did, and i 00 floated sensekBS 
up(m the waveB. 

We Jiave noticed the strange aad inhuman whiefa 

rendered the Zdtknders of period uawfllhug to ainist iheee 
whom ihef saw in the act^o^ drowtdngi thdt^ ihat ti 
calamity to Which the^idanders are most frequ^mtly eitpoeed. 
Three men, howerdr, soared above ^lis superstitioiL The fliat 
was Claud Haloro who threw himself from a small rodt head* 
long into the wavW, frrgetting, as he himself alterwaT^ btated, 
that he could not ^wdm, and, if possessed of the harp of Alien, 
had no dolphins in at^dimoe. The first {Atmge which the 
poet made in deep water, remindiiig him of tnese defidencaes, 
he was fain to ding to the rock from whldi he had dived, 
and was at length glad to r^am ihe diore, at dm espense of a' 
ducking. 

'Maraus Tioil, whose honest heart fo!rgoteh» late woolnees 
towards Mordaunt, when he saw the youdi*s danger^ would 
instantly have brought him more effiBotual •assistance^ but Brie 
Soambester hdd him ihsi « 

**£tout, sir—bout/* exclaimed that flutldhl atlmidant— 
** Captain Cleveland him a grip of Hr. Mordpunt>*-|iut let the 
twa stfibigero hdp ilk other, and stmid by ^ ^pihol 
light of oountiy i^ not to be ^andild ^ the of 
Bide stiB, dr, I say—Biedness Yoe is sot h bowl of 
that a man ban be fished out of Bke a toass wldi^a loi^ spoOii.” 

sage ^monstrance woldd haWs been altosMer M 
upon Hagtba, had he not obsernd dmit Cfleweland llailln flmt 
lumped Out the boat, and swam to iCeftout^ assiidan^ del 
gvas keeplng^htm afloat iiii the cacao to ihe aid of bo^ 



»idd temiimted fds#|m^ mocIMhifj^ ^ 

W 'hadi or thowgbt Im Im^ agaw M<«daiadNHsitiGiti be 



mi womfolly ftm 

«ii oH IkJl f!^ ftippOiliig |ie oaxed 

«Mhi^ 

kilB tMsiifld ibdlilbrttioe^ Htt^tans could 
11% jp%iliigover ik» head»of tibt cfrele, whid^ mimmiiding 
ioeft «i Ite mt l»r9f#)t on flhaii% pm duuit«d>ly 
oiii{ji&^ ifit imdetf?ouiiiig lo no^ and he iro« not 

^dsle to eMNt ihe eppwtanee of ob^^ute usooiioeni, irn^ the 
yOttOg msi eat cm ^ be^^^oxid eho^ pUioly that the 
floddent had been attended with no material conaequenceB. It 
ima first that^ ouiBiDg the assistants fi» not giving the lad 
a glass l»andf , hd walked soU^ily away, al if totally tmotm- 

oeraed ia Ida fii^ * ^ 

The women, always aoomate in o&tving tlie teU>tale mno- 
tioas of each other, fidled not to remark, that when the sisters 
of Burgh Westra saw Mmfiaunt immersed k the wares, Hinna 
grew as pale as death, while B:enda ntterea sttOcesdvh shrieks 
it temw. But though there w^ some ngda, w^^, and hin^ts 
that said aoqijBdnta^ were not easily fbrgot, it was, oa the 
whole, candidly admitted, ^at less than such marks of interest 
could scarce hay<hm eipeated, when th^ saw the companion 
of their early^yonth in the act of perishing More their eyes. ^ 
Whatever interest ^’Hordaunfs condition excited while it 


seemed p^ilom^ b^an to abate as he recovered him^plf; and 
when ha*aeiuN 0 wmw fiiUy restored, only CHand Haloro, wit^ 
.two or three others, was standing 1^ him. About ten paces 
off stood OkvehHid^hls hmr and id^es dro|^p!ngwratcr, and 
hk Ihatmwi woanng so pecnliar an expression, as itlmediately 
to annst the attetion ii Mordannl There was a suppressed 
smile on his che^ and a look of pride in his eye, tlfht implied 
litbemtion fitom a peinfiii restraint, an^ something resembling 
gratified soosil COaud Haloro hwitenM to intii^te to lllor- 
^bmn^Jbhat'he owed fak lilb to Olevelmid; and the youth, 
mShiig%om the ground, and ksfng all other ibelings in tiiose 
if iga^tode, stei^ied Ibiwsrd whh hk hand stretch out, to 
oififf Ida watBMst thanks to hk preserver. I^t he stopped 
dhc«t In suipika, sa (Eevekyi^ retreatkg^a pace m twc^ 

Wsi atina on hk hieaat^ and deehiM^ to accept hk ptofihred 
hand, He 4mf beitic In taxoL and gnned 'with astoftidkinelit at 
^ ammet insulting hNdt, with which 

Cfiiiwtwk^ had 
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or at least opouneBs of bearing, now, after having thus renUerwI 
him a mo,st important «er\oce, choac to receive his thanks,® 

“ It i« enough,^* said Cleveland, observing Jus surprise, ‘‘and 
it iM unnecessary to siiy more about it. I hq|ve paidyback my 
(lc])t. and we arc now equal.” 

“You are pjore than equal wuth me, Captain Cleveland,” 
answered McTt(*un, “ Ix'cause you endangered your life to do 
ff)r me what I did lor you without the 8lighte.st risk ,—besides,” 
he added, trying to give the (liscoiirHe a more pleasant turn, 
“ I have your nne gun to boot ” 

“ eVtv^ards only roiuit danger for any ixiint of the game,” said 
(dcvelaii!!. “Danger has iKieii my consort for life, and sailed 
with me on a thousand w'orse'voyages,—and for rides, I have 
enough »)f my ovn, and you may sec, when you will, which can 
use them best ” 

Timre was sorncthiug in the tone with winch tins wjas said, 
that hKiUfk Moidauut strongly, it was miching maheho, as 
ll.imlet says,"and infant misihicf Clc\eland saw Ins surprise, 
cann close u]) to him, gjul spoke in a low tone of voice .— 
“ Hark ye, my young Imither, — there is a custom amongst us 
genthmu'u of fortune, that when we fidlow the same cba&o and 
take the wind out of each other’s sails, w^e think sixty yards of 
the s('a betK h, and a brace of rides, are uo bad way of making 
our odds even ” w 

“ 1 do not imderstarul 3 '’ou, Captain Cleveland,” said Mor 
daunt , 

“ 1 do not suppose you do,— I did not siipjxisc you would,” 
said the Captiuu , and, turning on his heel, with a smile that 
leHCUililed a sneer, Mordaunt saw him mingle^with the guests, 
and very' soon la-held him at the side of Minna*, who was talking 
to him with animated features, that seemed to thunk him for 
his gallant and geuerons conduct 

“If it weie not for lireuda,” thought Mordaunt, “I almost 
wish ho liiyl left me m the voe, tor no one seems to care 
whether I am alne or dead,— Two rifles and sixty yards of seu- 
lK‘aeli—is tha| what he [»omts at 1—It may come,—but not on 
the day he hafe siucd my life with tisk of bis owti ” 

^ While he writs thus imiKiug, Enc Scambester was whisperiug 
to Halcro, “ If these two'fads do not ^io each other a mischief, 
there is no faith in freits. Master Mordaunt saves Cleveland, 
—W'ell — Cleveland, in rt-quital, has turned aU the sunsbroe 
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of B^i^h Westra to his own side of the house, and thiuk what 
It is to lose favour in such a house as this, whore tiie ]ninch 
kettle is never ^allowed to cool I Well, now that Cleveland in 
his turn has been such a fool as to Mi Mordaunt out of the 
voe, se8 if he d^ea not give him sour sinocks for stock-fi.sh 
“ Pshaw, pshaw !” replied the poet, “ tliat is all old women’s 
fancies, my fHend Eric, for ^hat says glftrious Drj'den--- 
sainted John,— 

The yellow gall thatSn your boshji^ floats, 

Engenders aU these melancholy thoughta ” ^ 

“SHmt John, or Saint James either, inay.be mistaken in the 
matter,” said Enc; '*for I •think neither of them lived in 
Zetland I only say, that if there^ fuith ohl saws, these 
t^o lads will do each other a mischief, Mod if they do, I trust 
It will light on Mordauuf Mertoun.” 

jfud wdiy, Eric Scambester,” said HalAo hastilyjmd angrily, 
“ should you wish ill to that poor yoimg man, tlmt is woith fifty 
of the other ?” * 

“ Let every one roose the ford ai he finds it,” replied Eric . 
“ Master Mord*uut is all for wan water, like his ohl dog-fish of 
a father ; now Captain Cleveland, d’ye seg^ takes his glass, like 
an honest fellow and a gentleman ” 

“^Rightly reasoned, and in thine own division,” said Fl^alcro, 
and breiiking ofl their conversation, Uwjk his way bat k Burgh 
Westra, to which the guests of Magnus were now returmiig, 
discussing as they went, with much animation, u c various 
incidents of tffeir attack upon the whale, and not a little 
scandalised that it should have baffled all tboir exertions. 

“ I hope Ca^tam Donderdrecht of,the Eintnu-ht af Kottordani 
will never hear of it,” said Magnus, “ he would swear, <loiuier 
and blitzen, we were only fit to fish fflJimders’” * 

• Tfae contest ab 6 at the wtiale will reuunil the reuUer uf WalIttr'A 

•;£ the Sunuuer IsUuuLi. • 


VOl* Xlll. 
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OHAPTEB EIGHTEENTH.. 

if 

And helter-skelter have 1 rode to thee, 

And tidings do 1 hnng, and lucky joys, 

And golden times, imd happy nevs of price. 

Awoient Pistol. 

Fortune, who seem? at time^ to bear a conscience, owed the 
hospitable Udaller some amends, and accordingly repaid to 
Burgh Westra the disappointment occasioned by the unsuccessful 
whale-fishiig, by stjpdmg thither, on the evening of the Jay in 
which that incident hapjiened, nr less a person than the yagger, 
or travelling merchant, as‘lie styled himself, Bryce Snailafoot, 
who arrived in great i>f'rnp, himself on one pony, and his pack of 
goods, BW^elled to nearly double its usual size, forming the burden 
of another which wa* led by a bare-beaded, bare-legged boy 
As Biyce airioiiuced himself the bearer of important news, 
be was introduced to the dining-afiartment, >i\here (for that 
primitive age was no respecter of persons) he was permitted to 
Sit down at a side-table, and amply supplied ^y'lth provisions 
and good Inpior, wjiile the attentive hospitality of Magnus 
pi rmitted no questions to be j»ut to him, ipitil, his hunger and 
thirst appeased, hj announced, with the sense of unixirtance 
attached disiaut travels, that he had just yetfterday arnveil 
at Lerwick fiom Kiikw'all, the capital of Orkney, and would 
have been here yesterday, but it blow hard off the Fitful Head. 
“We had no \vmd here,” «iid Magnus. 

“ There is homebody lias not Ix^n sleeping, then,” said tiie 
pedlar, “and.her name begins with N; but Heayfn is above all.” 

“ But tJie news from Orkney, Bryce, instead of croaking about 
n capful of wdmU” * 

“ Such news,” re[>lied Bryce, “ as has not ^been Jieard this 
thirty yenjrs—not-siuee CroinweH’s time.” 

“There is not iuiotlier Revolution, is theresaid Halcro j 
“ King James has not come back as blithe as King Charlie did, 
has he ?” * » 

‘i,U*8 neA^'^^,’^ i*eplied the pedlar* “that are worth twenty 
kmgs, and kingdoms boot of them; for what good did the 
evolutions ever do ua ? and I dare say W'e have seen a dosen, 
great aiid sma'.” 
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any Iniliamea come north about f’ said 

Troil. 

“Ye are nearer the mark, Fowd,'’ said the yagger, “ but it 
is nae Indiamau, but a gallant anne^ vessel, ohoket\il of m^- 
chandfiBe, that* they part with so easy tliat a doceut man IIko 
mysell can afford to give the country the best pennyworths you 
ever saw; and that you will jsy when I op%u that pack, for [ 
count to cany it back another sort lighter than when I brought 
it hero.” • 

“ Ay, ay, Bryce,” stud the Udaller, “ you'inust have hod good 
bargains if you sell cheap; but what^hip was itl” * 

“Oannot justly say—I spoke to nobody J>ut tUe^ptain, who 
was a discreet man; but sha had been down on the Bpanish 
Main, for she has silks and satins, «aud tobacco, I warrant you, 
and wine, and no lack of sugar, an(k bouny-walluis baitli of 
Silver and gowd, and a bonnie dredging of gold dust into tbo 

bargain.” * • _ ^ 

“ What was she like 1 ” said Cleveland, who seemed to give 
much attention, • 

* “A stout ship,” said the itinerant merchant, “ 8choonli:-ngge«i, 
sails like a dojphin, they say, carries twelve guns, and is picrc^id 
for twenty.” ^ 

“Did you hear.tho captain’s namc'r’ said Cleveland, spenk- 
ing rather lower than his usual tone. , » 

just dfd him the Captain,” rejihed Brj(‘e Suai^Hhiot; “for 
I make it a rule never to ask questions of them 1 deal with in 
the way of tratle, for there is many an honest capt m, lieggmg 
your pardon, Captain Cleveland, that does not care to have hw 
name tacked to his title ; and as long as we ken what bargains 
we ore raakid^.what signifies it wha we are making them wi’, 
ye ken?” ^ 

“ Biyoe Suailsfoot is a cautious mat,” said <he Udaller, laugh¬ 
ing ; “ he«know^ a fool may ask more questions than a wise man 
cares to answer.” • 

“ I have dealt with the fair trarlers in my day/'*u‘plied Snails- 
foot, “ and I ken nae use in blurting braid* out with a man’s 
name at every moment, J^ut I wiU uphold thif; gentleman to be 
a gallant commander—ay, and a kmd one too j for every one of. 
his crew is as brave in apparel as Itlmsslf nearly-w-the very fore¬ 
mast-men hirt^e their silken scarfs; I have seen many a lady 
wear a warse, and think hersell nae sina’ drink—and {or siller 
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biittoTift, and buckles, and the lave of sic vanities, there is nae 
cud of them ” 

“ Idiots I” muttered Cleveland l)etween his t<H*th , and then 
{ulded, “ I BupjKise they aro often ashore to show all their bravery 
to the lasses of Kirkwall ?" 

Ne'ei a bit of that are they,. The Captain will scarce let 
them stir ashoie wi'lhout the bontswaui go in the boat—as rough 
a tarpaulin jus ever swah'd a deck—and you may as iveel catch ^ 
fat without her claws rs him without his cutlass and his double 
brace of pistfils alxnit him ; every man stands as much in awe 
(tf Inm as of the commander hiinsell ” 

“ That mh'Ht he ffawkins or the devil," said Cleveland “ 

“ Aw eel, Captain,” replied the yagger, “ be he the tune or the 
tither, <»r a wee bit o’ baitlij'^mnd it is you that gave him the.se 
names, and not me ” 

(Japtam Cleveland,” saul the Udaller, “this may 
prove the ’’ ‘"■y consort*you spoke of” *' 

“ They must Inve had some good luck, then,” said Oleielanrl, 
“to put them m ladtel plight than wlien I left them.—Bid 
they speak of having lost thHr consort, iiedlarT’ 

“ In troth fhd they,” said Bryce , “ that is, ttiey said some¬ 
thing about a partner that had gone down t<» Bavie Jones in 
th^Se vse^s ” 

“ And did you tell them w’hat you knew of her?” said the 
ITdaller ' ’ 

And wha the ileevil wad hae been the fule, then,” said the 
jfCiUar, “ that 1 suld say sac? When they keuT what came of 
the ship, the next qucvstion wad have been about the cargo— 
and yo wad not have had me bring down an armed vessel on 
the coast, to hame the poor folk about a wdie« 2 >h’'rag 8 of duda 
that the sea flung upon their shores?” 

“ Besides what might have lieen found in your own pack, 
YOU scoundrel said Magnus Trod , an observation which pro¬ 
duced a loud laugh Tiie Uilaller could not help joining in 
the hilarity wdlich applauded his jest, but instantly competing 
hi8 eount^naiice, ,he said, m an unusually grave tone, “ You 
may laugh, my ftiends, but this is n natter which brings both 
*. a curse and a shame on the country, and till we learn to regard 
the rights of them that fcuffet by the wuuds and waves, we shall 
desm'e to be oppressetl and hag-ridden, as w’e have been and are, 
by the suifeiior stiength tJ the straiigei.-* who lule us ” 
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The company hung their heada at the rebuke of ^lagniijs 
Troil, Perhaps some, even of the letter class, mfght be con- 
gcienge-etruck on their own aceounkj luid all of them 
eensible that the appetite for plunder, on the part of the tonants 
and mferiore, was not at all* times restrained with *8ufficient 
strictness. But Cleveland made answer gaily, “ If those honest 
fellows be my comrades, I will answer for them that they will 
never trouble the country absut a jiarcftl of chests, haminockH, 
and such trumpery, that the Roost i^ay have washed ashore out 
of rpy poor sloop What signifies to them whether the trasli 
went to Bryce Snailsfoot, or to the bottom, or*to the devil' 
St' imbuckle thy f^k, Btyfte, and sliow the ladies thy avrgo, 
and porliaps we may see sornethinl* that wiU please them,” 

• “ It (Miunot be bis consort,” said Bfeiida, in a whisiXT to licr 
sisVr; “ he wouhl have shown more joy at thmr apjiearance.” 

• ** It must bo the vessel,” answered Minna, his eye 

glisten at the thought of being again united to the partner of 
his dangcr/n” 

“ Perhaiis it glistened,” said Her sister, still apar!, “ at the 
thought of leaving Zetland , it is diflicult to guess the tliought 
of the heart from the glance of the eyoji” 

“Judge not aft least unkindly of a friend’s thought,”said 
Minna,, “jmd then, Premia, if you are mistaken, ^iie fault 
rests not with you ” • 

Dunng tluH dialogue, Bryce Snailsfoot vras busied in ancoil 
ing the carefully arranged cordage of his pm^k, wh’' h aniountcfl 
to six good yanls of dressed sealskin, curiously con.pluiated and 
secured by^11 manner of knots and buckles He v/m consider¬ 
ably intem7ptc(l m the ta^k by the Udaller and others, who 
proBsed him wuth questions re.specting the stranger vessel 

“ Were the officers often ashore? and haw were they receivtsl 
by the people? of Kirkwall V* said Magnus Troil. 

“Excellently well,” answered Brjee Snailsfoot, “and the 
Captain and one or two of his men liad lx*eh at some of the 
vanities and dances which went forward in the town, but there 
had been some word iJbout customs, or king j duties, or the like, 
and some of the higher folk, thaj^took ufKin^them as magi«trat458, 
or the like, had hml words with the* Cai»taiu, %nd he refused to 
sati.sfy them, and then it is like he was more coldly lookeiJ on, 
and he spoke of carrying the ship roimd to Stromness, or tlh» 
Langhope, for she lay under the guns of the battery at K.rk 
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wall. But he” (Bryce) “ thought she wad bide at Kirkwall till 
the summer-fair was over, for all that." ‘ 

“ The Orkney gentry," 'jaid Magnus Troil, are alwayr in a 
hurry to draw the Scotch collar tighter round their own necks. 
Is it not ^enough th^t wo must pay teat and wattU* which were 
all the public dues under our old Norse government; but must 
they come over us with king’s dues and customs besides 1 It is 
the f>art of an honest nJlan to resi-it these things. I have done 
80 all my life, and wifi do po tf) the end of it.” 

There was a loud jubilee and shout of applause among, the 
guests, who i^ere (some of them at least) better pleased vnth 
Magnus Troll’s latitiidinarian principh'S with respect to the 
public revenue ('wbi^h were extremely natural to those living 
in BO secluded a situation, and subjected to many additional 
exactions), than they had been with the r.goiir of his judgmmt 
on the subj' - It of wreek('d goods But Minna’s inexjienenced 
feelings {-arried hef farther than her father, while she whisfiered 
to Brenda^ not unheard Ly Cleveland, that the tame spirit of 
the Oicadiaiis had luissed every chance which late incidents 
had given thorn to emancipate tliese islands from the Scottish 
yoke, 

“ Why," she said, “ should we not, under so many changes 
Ui late tunes have mtroducetl, have seized the opportunity to 
shako off an allegiance which is not justly due from us, and to 
retunr to the protection of Denmark, our parent country 1 Why 
should we yet hesitate to do this, but that the gent^ of Orkney 
have mixed families and fnejidsliip so much with our invaiiers, 
that tliey have liecome dead to the throb of the hwoic Norse 
blwd, w'hich they derived from their ancestors?" 

The latter part of this jmtnotic speech happened to reach 
the astonished cars of our friend Triptolenius, who, having a 
sincere devotion for the Protestant succession, ami the ilevolu- 
tion as established, was surjirised into the ejaculation, As the 
old cook crows the young cock learns—hen I should say, mis¬ 
tress, and I crave yobr pardon if I say arjyilung amiss in either 
gendej;. But it is^-^a happy country w'he^ the father declares 
against the king’s customs, and ,the daughter against the king’s 
crown , and, in Diy judgment, it can end in naething but treas 
and tows." 

* [Tl»w»e were old Dauisb Iaz^ the otiginallj for behoof of tho 

church ] 
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^**Ti'ecs are scarce amoug us," said Magnus; “ and for ropes, 
we need tbein for our ngging, and cannot 8i)are tjiein to bo 
shirt collars." * 

“ Afiid whoever,” said the Captain, * takes umbrage at whftt 
this young lady says, had better keep his ears and tongue for a 
safer employment than such an lulventure " • 

“Ay, ay," said Triptolcnius, “it hel[>s the matter much to 
speak truths, whilk are as uuwoloomo tp a proud stomach, as 
wet clover to a cow's, in a land where lads are ready to draw the 
whittle if a lassie but looks awry. Brtt wliat nianrit?r8 arc to be 
expet^i in a country where folk call a iileiigh-siKjk^ia luarkal V* 
“ Hark ye, Master YellovI^," said the Captain, suuling, “ I 
hope my manners are not among U(one ttlmsos which you come 
hitlicr to reform , any experiment on tl\pm nfay Iw dangerous," 

* “As well as diiheult," siiid 'rnptoleums, drily, “but fear 
npthtiig, Captain CleiFelaiid, from iiij\ remonstrances. My 
labours regard tlie men and things ot tlie not thu 

men and things of the sea,-—you are noi of my element " 

“ Let us *l>o friends, then, old Olod'couijioller," said the 
Captain. ^ 

“ Clod-compeller !” said the agricult,unst, bethinking himself 
of the lore or his yarlier days, “ C'lf>d-co*nipeller pro clond-cmn- 
peller, Ni^iXijytpira Ztui — Orceewn esL — ui which voyage came 
you hy that-^ihraiMri" , * 

“I have travelled l>ooks as well as seas in my day," said^the 
Captain, “ bift my last voyngci* have Im-cu of a »<» t t^) make 
me forget my early cruisiw through classic knowli Igc.—But 
come here, Bryce—liast cast off the lashing?—Oomt all hands, 
and let us sc^,if he lias aught in his cargo that is^worth looking 
upon.” , 

With a proud, and, at the same 4ime, a jrily Hiuile, did the 
crafty iiodlar ibsjilay a collection of wareji far superior to those 
which usually nlled his packages, and, in |>apticular, hoihc stutls 
and embroideries, of such beauty and cuuosity, fsingcd, flowered, 
and worked, with such art and magnificence, upon foreign and 
arabesque jiattems, th%t the sight might have da 2 ;ided a for 
more brilliant company than the simple race of Thule. All 
beheld and admiretl, while Mistress jBaby 'Yejlowlcy, holding 
up her hands, protested it was a sin even to look upon such 
extravagance, and worse than murder so much as to ask the 
price of them. * 
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Others, however, were more courageous, and the prices 
demanded^by the merchant, if they were not, as he himself 
declared, something just more than nothing—short only of an 
absolute free gift of his wares, were neverthelcLs so moderate, 
as to show that lie himself must have made an easy actjuisition 
of the goods, judging by the i^te at which he offered to part 
with them Accordingly, the cheapness of the articles created 
a rapid sale , for in Zetland, as well as elsewhere, wise folk buy 
more from the priukintial desire to secure a goo<i bargain, than 
from ajiy rdil occasion forT-he [uirchase The Lady Glowrowrum 
bought spvtt'i fiotticoats and twelve stomachers on this sole 
principle, and other matrons prefeitt rivalled her in this saga¬ 
cious species of (H'oiiomy IThe Udaller was also a considerable 
purchaser, but the principal customer for whatever could plc-ase 
tlie eye of beauty, w'as the gallant Captain Cleveland, who 
rnimnagod the yaggcr’s stores in selecting presents for the 
iadiiis of the'p.,rty, m which Minna and Brenda Trod were 
esficcially remembered • 

“ I fofcr,” said Magnus Tioil, “ that the young women are to 
consider these pretty presents as keepsakes, and that all this 
liberality is only a sure sign we are soon to lose you?” 

Jhis question seemed to embarrass him to w'hom it was put. 

“ I scarce know,” he said, wuth some hesitation, w'hether this 
Missel IS my eimsort oi no—I must take a trip to "Kirkwall to 
inal^e sure of that matter, and then I hoiie to retuni to Dunross- 
ncss to bid you all farewell ” 

In that ciise,” said the Udaller, after a morai^ut's pause, '' I 
think I may ciuiy you thither I should be at the Kirkwall 
fair, to settle ^ith the merchants I have consigii^fl my fish to, 
and I have often pnimiseil Minna imd Brenda that they should 
see the fair. Perhaps alai your consort, or these strangers, 
whoever they he, may have some merchandise, that twill suit 
UiC I love to see my nggiiig-loft well stocked wdth goods, 
almost as much as to see it full of dancers. We wnll go to 
Orkney in my ow^v brig, and I can offer you a hiunmock, if you 

viH.” f 

The offer seemed so acceptable to Cleveland, that, after 
jMuirmg himself forth in thanks, he seemed determmed to mark 
iiis joy by exhausting Bryce Snailsfoot's treasures in lil^erality 
to the eomi>any The contents of a purse of gold w'ere trana 
terred to the jogger, with a facdity and indifference on the part 
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of its fonner owner which argued either the greatest piofusiou, 
or consciousness of^ siipenor and inexhaustible wealth ; so that. 
Baby wliii^red to her brother, that “ if hsa could afford to thug 
away money at thiA rate, the lad had made a bettor voyage m » 
broken ship, tlian all tho skippers (jf Dundee hail made in their 
haill ancs for a twelvemonth p.i8t.'’ 

But the angiy feeling in which she made this remark was 
much mollified, when Cleveland, whose objeH it seemed that 
evening to be, to buy golden opinions of a'l sorts of men. 
approached her with a garment somewhat resembling in «hftj)e 
the ScofctTsli plaid, hut woven of a sort of wool tliat it 

felt to the touch as if it were ecArifwsed of eider down “ This,” 
he said, “ was a part of a Spanish lady'rr*dres.s (lallpd a vuiiitilla , 
as it^would exactly fit the size of Mrs. Baby Yellow ley, and was 
very well suiteil for the fogs of the climate of Zetland, he 
entreateif her to wear it for his sake.” The ^ly, with -u/j much 
(toudescending sweetness as her countenance was ab^- to exjiress, 
not ^nly consen^d to receive tins mark of gallantry, l>iit per¬ 
mitted the donor to arrange the mantilla u|)Oii her projecting 
and bony shoidder^bladcs, where, said Claud Halcro, it hung, 
•for all the world, as if it had been stretched betwixt a couple of 
t cloak-pins.” 

WhWe the Cimtain was iierfoniung this piece of courtijsy, 
much to the enwrtamment of tho company, whi(‘)i, it may Ik* 
presumed, was his prinoifial object from the beginning, Mor- 
daunt Mertoun made purchase of a small golden with 

the private intenti^'m of presenting it to Brenda, when he diould 
find an opportunity The price was fixed, and the article laid 
aside. Claud H^cro also showed some desire of poisessmg a 
silver box of antique shape, for depositing tobacco, winch he 
was in the habit of using in consideralfle quantity But tlie 
hard seldom 4ia/l current com in promptitude, and, indcKjd, in 
his irandenng way of life, had little oivjision >for any, and 
Brye«, on the other hand, his having been hitherto a remly- 
money trade, protested, that his very moderate profits upon 
such rare and choice articles would not allow of his affording 
credit to the purchaser. Mordaunt gathered the import of this 
conversation from the mode m which they* whisfjered together, 
while the Imrd seemed to advance a wishful finger towards the 
box in question, and the cautious pedlar «letaiiied it witl:^ the 
weight of liH whole hand, as if he hail Iksui afraid it would 
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literally make itself wings, and fly into Claud Halcro’s pocket 
Mordannt Mertoun at this moment, desirous to gratify an 
old acquaintance, lai^ the price of the box on the table, and 
said lie would not {.lernut Master Halcro to purchase* that box, 
as he bad settled in his own mind to make him a present of 
It * • 

“ I cannot think of robbing you, my dear young friend,” said 
tlie jKiet, “ but th^ truth i§, that that same box docs remmd 
me stiangcly of •glorious John’s, out of which I had the honour 
to take*a pinch at tlie^^Wits' Coffeehouhc, for whicli I think more 
highly of my right hand finger and thumb than any other part 
ot my body , only you must aJlcw me to pay you Wk the price 
when my Urkqster stoclpfish come to market ” 

“ Settle that jib y«u like betwixt you,” said the yogger, taking 
up Mordauut’s money ; “ the box is bought and sold.” 

“ 4J><kljpw dare/jou sell over again,” said Captain Cicvpland, 
suddenly inta'-fcimg, “ what you alicady have sold to mel” 

All woie surprised at this iiitorjection, which was hastily 
madS, as Cleveland, baying turned from Mistress Baby, had 
htjcomc suddenly, and, as it seemed, not witliiiut emotion, aw'are 
what articles Biycp Suailsfoot was now disinismg of To this f 
••short and fierce question, the y-igger, afraid to contradict a cus- 
toujier of Ills description, answered only by stammenng, tjiat the 
“ Lord Knew he meant nae offence.” 

» Ilow', sir* no offence!” said the seaman, "and dispose of 
my property 1” extending his hand at the saino tune to the box 
and chaplet, " restore the yoimg gentleman’tf money, and learn 
to keep your course on the mendian of honesty,” 

The ya^ger, confusetl and reluctant, pullejll*out his leathern 
pouch to repay to Mordaunt tlie money he had just deposited 
in it, but the youth \fas not to lie so satisfiwl 

" The articles,” lie said, “ were bought aijd sold—these were 
yoiiT own worde, Bryce Snailsfoot, m Master Halcro’s hearing , 
and I will suffer neither you nor any other to deprive me of my 
property.” 

" ibar prqperty, young man 1” said Cleveland ; “ it is mine 
—I spoke to Brj^ce reepectmg them an instant before I turned 
from the table.” * 

“ I—I—I had not just heard distinctly,*’ said Biyce, evidently 
anwijlmg to offend either party. 

" Gome, come,” said the Udaller, " we will have no quarrelling 
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about baubles ; wo shall be summoned presently to the nggiiig- 
loft /’—80 he used towcall the apartment used as a ball-room,— 
** and we must all go m gtx)d humour. The Ahinga shall reniam 
with Bryce for to-night, and to-morrow I will myself settle whom 
they shall belong to." ^ ^ 

The laws of the Udaller in his own house were alisolute as 
those of the Medes. The two young men, regarding eimh 
other with looks of sullen disiioasure, drew" off in different 
directions. 

It IS seldom that the second day of a prolongeil festival 
equals the Brst. The spints, as well as the limlia, arc'Jaded, 
and unequal to the renewed e)?pth»diture of animation and 
exertion, and the dance at Burgh We^tTa wtis siHjtaincd with 
much mirth than on the pn‘cediug evening It was yet 
an hour fropi midnight, when^veu the reluctant Magnus Troil, 
aft(*r regretting the degeneracy of the tunes,'and he 

could transfuse into the irioderu Hjaltlauders some of^he vigour 
which jstill animated his own frame, found lamself coiiif>elled to 
give the signal for general retreat 

Just as this took •place, Haicro, leading Mordaunt Mertoun 
a’ little aside, said he had a message to liim from Captain 
Cleveland. 

“A imwage'" Qaid Mordaunt, his heart lieating somewhat 
thick as he sfsiko—‘‘ A challenge, I supivxsel” 

“A challenge •" rgiieated Holcro, “who ever heard of a 
challenge in our quiet islands ^ Do you think that 1 loftk like 
a (»mer of challeng^es, and to you of all men living?—I am 
none of those fighting ftMils, as glorious John calls them ; and it 
was not quite a mas*J^?e I had to deliver— only thua fur—this 
Captain Cleveland, I find, bath set his heurt iqion having these 
articles you looked at.” ** 

*^He shall not havo them, I swear to you,” replie<l Mordaunt 
Mertoun. 

** Nay, but hear me,” said Haicro j “ it seems that, by the 
marks or arms that are upon them, he knows that they were 
formerly bis property Now, ‘Vere you to give me the l)ox, as 
you promised, I fairly tell you, I should ^ve the man back his 
own.” “ • 

“And Brenda might do the Hke,” thought Mordaunt to 
himself, and instantly replied aloud, “ I have thought betten of 
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It, my frieiKl Captain Cleveland shall have the toys he sets 
suclf store hy, but it is on one sole condition*’' 

“ Nay, ytai will^sjwil all with your conditions,” said Halcro ; 

‘‘for as glorious John says, conditions are^ut”- 

* “Hear me, I say, w'ltji patience.—My condition is, that he 
keeps the toys m exchange for the nfle-gim I accepted from him, 
wliK'h will leave no obligation between ns on either sale.” 

“ I see where* you would be—this Ls Sebastian and Doiax all 
over.^ Well, ^oii lyuy let the yagger know' he is to deliver the 
things to Cleveland- 1 think he is mad to have them —and 
I wilf let CU‘velaiid know the conditions annexed, otherwise 
honovht Bryce might come lijr two payments instead of one ; and 
I believe hia conacieiifh w’ould not <*hoke ui>on it.” 

With these wolds, Hakro went to seek out Cleveland, while 
Mordauiit, observing Snailsfoot, ,w'ho, as a sort of privileged 
perw<v»v Juid tlirifst himself into the erow’d at the iKiftom of the 
(iancing-rr)l>in, went up to him, and gave him directions to 
deliver the dispifted ai tides to Cleveland % soon as he had an 
o])port unity. * 

“ Ye are m the right, Maister Mordauiit,” said the yagger, 
“ye are a pnide^it and a sensible Iiul- a calm answer tunierti 
away WTath —and uiysell, I sail be willing to please you in ony 
trilling matters in niy sma’ way, for, between the tfdaller of 
Burgh We-^tra and Captain Cleveland, a man is, as it weie, 
atween tlio deil and the deep sea , and jt was like that the 
Udaller in the end would have taken your part m the dispute, 
f(»r he 18 a man that loves justice ” 

“ Which apinirently jou care very little aliout, Master Snails- 
flMd Mordauiit, “ otherwise there coirdl have been no dis¬ 
pute wdiatsoever, the nglit being so clearly on my side, if you 
had pleased to bear tvutness according to the dictates of truth.” 

“Maister Monlaunt,” said the yaggery “I must own there 
was, as it w'fTp, a colouring or shadow^ of justice on your side ; 
but then* the jiistii'e that I meildle with is only justice in the 
way of trade, to have an ellwand of due length, if it be not 
something Avorn out with leanin| on it in my lang and painful 
journeys, and to buy^and sell by just weight and measure, 
twenty-four merk/ to the lispund; but I have nothing to do, 
to do justice betwixt man and man, like a Fowd * or a I^aw 
right-man, at a la wring hmg syne.” 

* fSheriff or jndgp See 
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“ No oyo asked you to do so, but only to give evidence aecoid 
ing to your conscience,” replied Mordamit, not greutly pleased 
either with the part the yagger lukl at'ted during tlie dibputo, or 
the construction whi<^ ho seemed to put on own luotivos for 
yielding up the point. 

But Bryce Snailsfoot wanted not his an<<wer “My con 
science,” he said, “ Maister MordauntJ'is as tender lis ony man’s 
in my degree; but she is something of a tiinorKmio nutuic, 
canucft abide aiigiy folk, and can never yptmk filxive her breath 
when there is aught of a fray going forward Indeed, she hath 
at all times a small and low voice ” 

“ Which*you are not mucli m the habit of hst-ening t(V’ said 
Mordaiint * t 

“Thei-e is that on your ain breast thalb-proves the coutniry,” 
said Bryce rei»olutely »«■ 

“In my breast!” said Mordauiit, somewhat angrily- “ wliat 
knowbof^ou!” ’ ^ ^ 

“ I said ou your breast, Maister Mordaunt, and njrtfnt it^ I 
am hip-e nae eye that hajks on that waistcoat siixm yoiii gallant 
brisket, but will say, that the incrchant»who sold such a pitioe 
lor four dollars hath justice and conscience, and a kiml heart 
to a customer to the Isxit of a'that, sac ye^shouMiia he sac 
^thraw'art wi’ me fur having spared the breath of my mouth in a 
fool's (pij^rrcl” 

“ I thrawart >” ^aid Mordaunt; “ pooh, you silly man * J ha\e 
no quarrel with you ” 

“I am glad of ft,” said the travelling merchant, “ ' will 
quarrel wdth no imfti, wutli my wuil—least of all w ith a. old 
customer, and if you will walk by my advice, you will (juurrel 
none with Captain* i.'levelaud. lie is hko one of von, < uttiTs 
and slashers that have (ome into Kirkwall, that think as little 
of slicing a man, as we do of flinching a whale -ik's their trade 
to fight, and they live by it, and they have the advautsge of 
the like of you, that only take it up at your ow7i,Jiand. and m 
the w’ay of pastime, when you hae nothing better to ” 

The company had now almost all disyiersed, ami Mordaunt, 
laughing at the yagger’s caution, bade him gwsl-night, and w^ent 
to his own place of repose, which had l)een assigne<l to him by 
Eric Scambfester (who acted the fiart of ch?iin))crlain as well as 
butler) in a small room or rather closet in one of the ouMiouhcs, 
famished ftr the occasion with the hnmmuck of a Faiior. 
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CHAPTER NINETEENTH. 

I pass like nigbt from land to 4and, 

I have strange power of speech , 

. So soon as^'er his face I see, 

I know the man that must hear me. 

To him my tale T teach 

. Ccj^kbidoe's Rimk of the Awouent Mabiker 

The 'daughtera of •Magnus Troil shared the same bed, in a 
cliainl[;er which had been that of their parents bcfone the death 
of their mother. Magnus,,vidio suffered grievously under that 
dispensation of l^rovwlence, had become disgusted with the 
apartment. *'J'he ijuptial chamber was abandoned to the pledges 
ol his bereaved affection, of whom the eldest was at that*penod 
only four years-old, or thereabefUts, and having-^leen their 
nufSe^^iVv^nfaiicy, continued, though now tricked and adorned 
accoidiiig to tlie l.c8t fashion of the islands and the taste of the 
lovely Bisters themseb;e8, to be their sleepiUg-room, or, fti the 
old Norse dialect, tlieir bower ^ 

It had been for many years the scene of the most intimate 
confidence, if that could be called confidence, where, in truth, 
there wfU3 nothing to be confided—where neither sister had a* 
si'cu'ct—and where every tliought that had birth m the bosom 
of the one was, without either hebitatiou or doubt, confided tc 
the other as sjKintaneously as it had arisen.* But since Cleve¬ 
land abode m the mansion of Burgh Westra, each of the lovely 
sisters had cutertaiiied thoughts which are not lightly or easily 
commuuic4ited, unless she who listens to them lias previously 
assured herself that the confidence will *\)e kindly received. 
Minna had noticed, ^hat other and less interested observers 
had been unable to perceive, that Cleveland, gamely, held a 
lower rank m Brenda’s opimon than in her own, and Brenda, 
on her cide, thought that Minna had hastily and unjustly 
joineii in the prejudices which had been excit^ against Mor- 
daunt Mertoun m the mind of th^r father. Each was sensible 
that she was no longer the same to her sister, and this convic¬ 
tion was a * iminfi’i addition to other painful apprehensions 
which they supposed they had to stniggle with. Their manner 
toward each other was, in outward appearances, and in all the 
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little cares by which afiection can be* expressed, even more 
assiduou^y kind than before, as if both, conscious that their 
internal rcMirve was a breach of their sisterly union, strove to 
atone for it by douUle assiduity in those external marks of affec¬ 
tion, which, at othy times, when there w*as nothing to hide, 
might be omitted without inferring any consequences. • 

On the night referred to in partiAilar the sisters felt more 
especially the decay of the confidence which used to exist betwixt 
them. The proposed voyage to Kirkwall, an(l that at the time 
of the fair, when persona of every degree m these islands repair 
thither, either for business or amusement* was likely t<f be an 
important •incident in lives usually so siiuplo and um&nn as 
theirs; and a few months ago Miyria and Brenda would have 
lieen awake half the night, aiiticipating, 4 n their talk with eacli 
other, all that was likely to hapjien on so nyamcnl-ous an 0 (;ca- 
sion * But now the subject was just mentioned, and suffered to 
drop, as the topic was likbly to produce a liifference botwixt 
them, *or to call forth a more open display of tjf.eii several 
opinions than either was willing to make to ihe otliei 

such was tffeir natural openness #and gentleness of dis¬ 
position, that each ^ster imputed to herself the fault that there 
jfvas aught like estrangement existing between them, and 
when, having finished ^eir devotions and betaken themselves 
•to their common couch, they folded each other m their arms, 
and exchanged a*8isteily kiss and a sisterly g0()d-nigl4, tliey 
seemed mutually to ask pardon, and to exchange forgiveness, 
although neither said a word of offence, either offered t re¬ 
ceived ; and botlrweie soon plunged m that light and yel pro¬ 
found repose which is only enjoyed when sleep sinks down on 
the eyes of youth and iimocence. , 

Qp tlie night to which the story relates, both sisters were 
visited by dreams, which, though vane4 by tlie moods and 
habits of tbe ^leepers, bore yet a strange general resemblance 
to eac’’’ other. 

Muma dreamed that she was in one of the most lonely recesses 
of the beach called Swartaster, where the incehsa/it operation 
of the waves, indenting a cabmreous rock, has formal a deep 
halver, which, in the language of the island, means a subterranean 
cavern, into which the tide ebbs and flotf^s. # Many*of,these run 
to an extraordinary and unascertained depth under ground, and 
are the secure retreat of cormorants and seals, w^bich it is neither 
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easy nor safe to pursue to their extreme recesses-. Amongst 
these this halier of Swartaster was accounted peculiarly inacces¬ 
sible, and shunned both by fowlers and by seamen on account 0 / 
sharp angles and turnings in the cave itself, as well as the 
sunken rooks which rendered it very danger^jns for skiffs or boats 
to ailvancc fur into it, especially if there was the usual swell of 
an island tide From tli^ dark-browed nioinh of this cavern, 
it seemed to Minna in her dream that she beheld a mermaid 
issue, not in the classical dress of a Nereid, as in Claud Halcro's 
masque of the preceding evening, but with comb and glass iu 
hand, according to Jiopular belief, and lashmg the waves with 
that kng scnly train, which, m the traditions of the country, 
forms so frightful a contrast,w/th the fair face, long tresses, and 
displayed bosom, of ajjuman and earthly female of surpassing 
]>cauty She secreed to beckon to Minna, while her wild notes 
rang sadly in her car, and denounced, m prophetic sounds, cala¬ 
mity ajnl woe , ' ^ 

l^lie viSUii of Brenda was of a different description, yet 
equally melancholj She sat, as slie thought, m her favourite 
boVVci, suirounded by her father and a party bf his most bftloved 
friends, amongst whom Mordaunt Mertoui^ was not forgotten. 
She was required^ to sing , and she strove to entortam them wit(^ 
a lively ditty, in whieh she was accoui^tcd eminently successful, 
and which ‘'he sung witli such simple, yet natural humour, as* 
seldoir failed to produce shouts of laughter ajiid applaule, while 
all wlio could, or who could not sing, were irresistibly compelled 
to lend tlicir voices to the chorus But,-on this occasion, it 
seemed as if her voice refused all lis ik^nal duty, and as if, 
while she felt herself unable to express the words of the well- 
known air, it assumed, in her own despite, twhe deep tones and 
wild and melancholy notes of Noma of Fitful Head, fo^ the 
purpose of chanting «iome wild Runic rhyme, resembling those 
himg by the heathen priests of old, when the victim (too often 
human) was ^loiiud to the fatal altar of 0dm or of Thor. 

At length tlie two sisters at once started from sleep, and, 
uttering a low scream of fear, clasped themselves m each other’s 
^ms For their fancy had not^altogether played them false, 
the sounds which had suggested their dreams were real, and 
sung within a^tment. They knew tlie voice well, indeed, 
and yet, knowing to whom it belonged, their surprise and fear 
were scarce the less when they saw the well-known Noma of 
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FitftilHead iieatcd by the chimney of the apartment, which, dur¬ 
ing the summer season, contained an iron lamp well trimmed, 
and in winter a 6f wood or of turf. 

She was wrapped m her long and ample garment of waclmaal,. 
and mov^tl her ^iwdy slowly to and fro over the pale of 
the lamp as she sung lines to the^following piyport, in a slow, 
sad, almost an uneartlily accent:— 

“ For leagues along the watery way, ^ 

Through gulf ami streftn my cooi*se ]ias l>oea , 

The billows know my Ruiuc lay. 

And smooth their crests to silent green 

“The billows know my Runic lay,— * 

The gulf grows smodth, the stieam is still; 

But liuman hearts, more wiht^thau they,. 

Know but the rule of wayward will 

"One hour is mine, in all the ycai. 

To tell my woes—and one alone 
When gleams this magic lamp, 'tis here,—^ 

When dies the mystic light, ’tus'gono 

• 

" Daughters of northeni Maginft, hail! 

Til# lamp IS lit, the flame is clear,— 

To you I come to tell my tale, 

Awake, aiise, my tale to hear •” 

• 

Nqrna waa well known to the daughters of Troil, but ife wus 
not without emotion, althongli varied by their rcKpf<T*tive dis- 
positiona, that they liehcld her so unexpectedly, and at siudi ifli 
hour Their opinions with respect to the supernatural a* ♦ i ibiites 
to which she pretended were extremely different. 

Minna, with an unusual intensity of imagination, although 
supenor m taJent.to her sister, vyas more apt to liffteu to, and 
delight in, every tale of wonder, and was at all tunes nioie 
willing to admit impressions which gfve her Taney scope and 
exercise, w'i4hout .minutely examining tlieir reality. Ilrenda, 
on fcbe other hand, had, in her gaiety, a slight proj>erisity to 
satire, and was often tempted to laugh at the very ciicuiu- 
staiices upon which Minna founded her irnagihativc dre^ras; 
and, like all who love the«Judicrous, she did not. readily suffer 
hcmelf to be imposed upon, or overawed, by jxunpous preten¬ 
sions of any kind whatever. But, as hA- nerves were weaker 
and more irritable than those of her sister, she often paid in 
voluntary homage, by her fears, to idfsas which her leason 
VOL. XILL V 
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(lisownefl, and hence Claud Halcro used te say, in reference to 
many of the traditionary superstitions around Burgh Westra, 
tliut Minna Viclieved them without trembling, and that Brenda 
, trembled without belif,ving them. In our o'^ more enlight¬ 
ened (lays, there arc few whose undoubting «mind and native 
courage have not felt Minna's high-wrought tone of enthusiasm, 
and jKjrlnifKs still fewer, who have not, at one time or other, 
felt, like Brenda, their nerves confess the influence of terrors 
which their reason disowned and despised. 

Under the }K)wcr of such different feelings, Minna, when the 
first moment of surjinse was over, prepared to spnng from her 
bed, and 'go to gfcet Norna, who, she doubted not, hail come 
on some eirand fraught wrtliefkte, while Brenda, who only 
bcdield in her a^ woman (partially deningcd m her nnderstaiid- 
iiig, and who yet, from the extravagance of her claims, regarded 
her as an undefined object of awe, or rather terror, detained 
hei Hisjfer, l^y an eager and terrified grasp, while she Wiii8|)ered 
m her ear an.anxious entreaty that she would call for assist¬ 
ance But the soul of Minna was too highly wrought up by 
the cl ISIS at wdiich licr fate seemed to have arrived, to permit 
her to follow the dictates of her sister’s fearsand, extricating 
herself from llicmhj’s liold, she hastily threw on a loose night¬ 
gown, and, stepping lioldly across the apartment, while her 
heart throlibed lather vith high excitement than witl^ fear, 
hIic thus nddrcssiMl her singular visitor — 

“ Norna, if your mission regards us, as your words seem to 
c.vpresB, there is one of us, at least, who will receive its import 
with rtwerence, but 'Without fear.” * 

Norna, dear Noma,” said the tremulous voice of Brenda,— 
who, feoliiig no safety in the bed after Minnif quitted it, had 
followed her, as fugitives crow'd into the rear of an advancing 
anny, because they dia'e not remam behind, and who now 
btoixl half concealed by her sister, and holding fast by the 
skirts of her g^wn—“Noma, dear Noma,” said she, “what¬ 
ever you are to say, let it be to-morrow. I will call Euphane 
Fea, the housekeeper, and she will find you a bed for the 
night.” 

No bod for me said their nocturnal Nisitor . “no closing 
of the eyes,for me ! »> They have watched as shelf and stack 
appeared and disappeared betwixt Burgh Westra and Orkney 
- they liave seen the man of Hoy sink into the sea, and the 
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PciUc Heugcbtf anae from it, and yet they have not tasted of 
slumber; nor must they slumber now till my tusk is eudixl 
Sit down then, Minna, and thou, silly trembler, sit down, 
while I tnm my "lamp—Don your cloth^, for the tale is long, ^ 
and ere 'tis done,^e will shiver with worse than cold.” 

“For Heaven’s sake, then, put it off till daylight,^dear 
Noma!” said Brenda; ‘Hhe daw cannot be fhr distant, and 
if you are to tell us of anything frightful, let it be by daylight, 
and not by the dim glimmer of that blue lamp.” 

“ Patience, fool > ” said their uninvited gueal “ Not by day 
light should Noma tell a tale that mi^vt blot the sun out of 
heaven, «nd blight the hopes of the hundrc^l boats«that will 
leave this shore ere notm, to •commence their deep-sea fishing, 
—ay, and of the hundred fiunilicj^ tlu^ will await their return. 
The demon, whom the sounds will not fail to awaken, must 
shafte his dark wings over a shipless and a boatless sea, as he 
rushes from his mountain to ilrink tluj a^jeeuts ho^or ho 
loves so well to listen to ” « 

“ Have pity on Brenda’s fears, good Noma,” said the elder 
sister, “ and at least postpone this fjightfiil cominuni(;atft>n to 
another place aiid^hour.” 

“Maiden, no*" replied Noraa, sternly^ “it must bo told 
while that lamp yet Iginis. Mine is no ibiylight tale—by that* 
lamp ^t must be told, which is framed out of the gibbot-irons 
of the cruel Lftrd of Wodensvoe, who murdered his^brotner, 
and has for ita nourishment—but be that nameless enongk 
that its food neVfer came either from the fish or from 1' t fruit ’ 
—See, It waxes dim and dimmer, nor must my tale last longer 
than Its flame endureth. Sit ye down there, while I sit hero 
opposite to you,•and place the lamp betwixt us ; foi*within tlic 
sphere of its light the demon dares not venture ” 

The sisters obeyed, Minna casting m slow, awe-struck, yet 
determined Jook ^11 around, as if to see the Being, wh»), ac¬ 
cording to the doubtful words of Noma, l^^vorod in their 
neighbourhood ; while Brenda's fears were mingled with some 
share both of anger and of impatience. Noniiw jiaid no atten¬ 
tion to either, but began hgr story m the following words:— 

“ Ye know, my daughters, that your bl<KHl is alUeil to mine, 
but in what degree ye know not; fof tlicre was early hostility 
betwixt your grandsire and him who had the misfortune to call 
me daughter.—^Let me term him by his Obrishan name of Brian*! 



212 


WAVERLEY NOVELS. 


for that which marks our relation I dare not bestow. Your 
grandsire Olave was the brother of Erland. But when the 
wide Udal jioaf'cesions of their father Kolfe Troil, the most rich 
and well estatcd of any who descended from the old Norse 
stock, wore divided betwixt the brothers, the Fowd gave tc 
Erland his father's lands m Orkney, and reserved for Olave 
those of Hjaltlilnd Discord arose between the brethren; for 
Erland lield that he was wronged; and wdien the TJa^vtmg,* 
wnth the Kaddraen .and Lawright men, confirmed the division, 
lie wont in wrath*to Orkney, cursing Hjaltlarid and its inhabit¬ 
ants—cursing Ins brother and his blood 

“ But die love of the rock and of the mountain still 'wrought 
on Erhuid’s mind, and he fixed’his dwelling not on the soft 
hills of Ophir, or the gre«-n plains of Urainesey, but in the wild 
and mountainous Isle of Hoy, whose summit rises to the sky 
like the clitfs of Foulah and of Feroet He knew,—that un¬ 
happy ^Eil.iiul,—whatever of legendary lore Scald and Bard had 
left hclnud Umn , and to teach me that knowledge, which was 
to cost us both so d(^r, was the chief occupation of hia old age. 
I learned to visit each lonely barrow—each lofty cairn—to tell 
its appropriate tale, and to soothe with rhyme' in his pranse the 
spirit of the stem warrior who dwelt within. I knew where tlie 
'■sacnficea were made of yore to Thor and to 0dm—on what 
stones the blood of the victims flowed—where stood the dark- 
browed pi it*-st—where the crested chiefs, w^ho consulted the will 
I't* the idol—where the more distant crowd of inferior wor¬ 
shippers, who looked on m awe or in terror The places moat 
shunned by the timid peasants had no terrors for me, I dared 
walk m the fairy circle, and sleep by the magic spnng. 

“ But, fwr my misfortune, I was chiefly fond to linger about 
the Dwarfie Stone, as it is called, a relic of antiquity, whicli 
strangers look on with Cunosity, and the natives with awe. It 
IS a huge fragment of a rock, which lies in a broken and nide 
valley, full of stones and precipices, in the recesses of the Ward 

• The Lawting was the Coniitia, or Supreme Court of the country, being 
reLamod both in Orkney iind Zetland, and presenting, in their constitution, 
tHe rude ongin of a parliament 

t And from which hill of Hoy, at midflummer, the sun may be seen, 
it is said, at midnight ,So 8»y8 tlie geographer Bleau (1653), although, 
according to l5r. Wallace, it cannot bo the lame body of the sun which is 
visible, but only its uuage refracted through some watery cloud opon the 
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Hill df Hoy. The inside of the rock has two couches, hewn by 
no earthly hand, and having a small passage between them. 
The doorway is now open to the weather, but beside it lies a 
large stone, which, adapted to grooves, still visible in the* 
entrance, once ha3 served to open and to close this extraordinary 
dwelling, which TroUd, a dwarf &mous in thebuorthem ^gas, 
is said to have iramed for his own favourite residence. The 
lonely shepherd avoids the place, for at sunrise, high noon, or 
sunset, the misshapen form of •the neci^m^tic owner may 
sometimes still be seen sitting by the Da'arhe Stone • • I feared 
not the* apparition, for, Minna, my heart was as bol^ and iny 
hand was as innocent, as youji|. In my childish courage, I was 
even but too presumptuous, and*the thirst after things unattain¬ 
able led me, like our primitive motlier, to desire increase of 
knirwledge, even by prohibited moans, f longed to fKiBsess the 
power the Volus|)a3 and divming women of our ancient race , 
to wield, like them, command over the* elem^*ihj, and to 
summon the ghosts of deceased heroes frq^n their caverns, that 
ihty might recite their daring deed^ and impart to m® their 
hidden treasures. Often when watching by tlie Dwarfie Stone, 
wnth mine eyes tfxed on the Ward Hill, which rises above that 
gloomy valley, I have distinguished, among*the dark rocks, tba^ 
wonderful carbuncle,“f which gleams ruddy as a furnace to tliem 
who ^lewit frean beneath, but has ever become invisible trf huu 
whose daring foot has scaled the pre<iipiccs from whiiTi it darts 
its splendour. My vain and youthful bosom burned to inves¬ 
tigate these and^ hundred other mysteries, which li-' Sagiis 
that I perused, or learned from Erland, rather mdicat'ed than 
explain^; and*in my daring motal, I called on the Lord of 
the Dwarfie Ston? to aid roe m attaining knowledge^maccessible 
to mere mortals.” ^ 

“And the evil spirit heard your summons 1”*said Minna, her 
blood curdling as fihe listened 

“ Hash,” said Noma, lowering her voice, “ him not with 
reproach—he is with us—he hears us even now.” 

Brenda started from her seat. — “I will to Euphane Fea’i 
chamber,” she said, “ and llave you, Mmna an<i Noma, to finisli 
your stories of hobgoblins and of dwarfs your ovm leisure; I 




• Not® L. The Dwarfie Stone 
i Note M. Carboncle on the Ward Hfll. 
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care not for them at any time, but I will not endure them at 
inidnighl;, and by this pale lamplight ” 

She waa iw'cordingly m the act of leaving the room, when her 
sister detained her. ^ ^ 

“ hj this the courage,” she said, “ of her that disbelieves 
whatever the Iriatory of om fatliers tells us of supernatural 
prodigy ? What Noma has to tell concerns the fate, fierhaps, 
of our father and his house ,—if I can listen to it, trusting that 
Gixl and my mnopence will protect me from all that is malig¬ 
nant, yo^a, Brenda, who believe not in such mflnetice, have 
surely no^,cause to tremble. Credit me, that for the .guiltless 
there is no fear.” ' 

“ Tlit're may Ire no danger,” said Brenda, unable to suppress 
her natural tuni for^humour, “but as the old jest-book says, 
there is much fear. IIowTvor, Minna, I wull stay with you ;— 
the rather,” she add^txi, m a wdiisper, “ that I urn loath-to leave 
you a’rouc this tnghtful woman, ami that 1 have a dark 

stairciuse and long passage betwixt and Euphane Foa, else I 
would.have her lieic ere ^ were five minutes older” 

“ Call no one hither, niaideu, ui>on penl of thy life,” said 
Norna, “ and interrupt n(»t ruy tale again, tor it (jannot and 
..piiist not be told after that charmed light has ceased to bum.” 

“And 1 thank Heaven,” said Brenda to herself, “that the 
oil burn^ low in the cruize ' I am sorely tempterl to lend it a 
puff, but then Noma would be alone with us m the dark, and 
that would lie w'orse.” 

So saying, slie submitted to her fate, and, sat dowm, deter¬ 
mined to listen with all the equanimity w'hich she could 
command to the remammg part of Noma’s talc, wrhich went on 
as follows. — 

“ It bappt'iied on a. hpt summer day, and just about the hour 
of noon,” continued Noma, “ as I sat by the Dwarfie Stone, 
with my eyes fixed on the Ward Hill, whence the mysterious 
and ever-buming carbuncle shed its rays more brightly than 
usual, and repined m my heart at the restru'ted Iwunds of 
buinan knowledge, that at length IJ could not help exclaiming, 
111 the words of an ancient Saga— 

n 

‘ Dviellere of the mountain, nae, 

'Prolld the powerful, Haims the wik« I 
Ye who taught weak woman's ton^on* 

Wools that jway the wlsc ami stjpon^,— 
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Ye who taught weak woiuan'a hand 
How to wield the magic wand, 

And wake the galea on Foulah’a steep, 

Qj lull wild Suiuburgh’B waves to sleej) ’ 

Still are ye yet *—Not yours^le power 
Y» knew m Odin’s mightier hour 
What are ye now hut empty names. 

Powerful Trolld, aagaaioua Hanna, ^ 

'That, lightly spoken, lightly heard. 

Float on the air like thistle’s beard f 

, * 

“I had scarce uttered the^ words,” procveeded Noma, “eie 
the sky, which hfui been till then dnusually deaf, grow so 
suddenly dark around me, that it seemed more midnight 
than noon A single flash of lightning showeil me at once tlie 
desolate landscape of himth, moras% mountain, and j»reci})iee, 
which lay around , a single clap of thjin<loi* wakened all the 
ecnoes of the Wanl HiU^ which contimiod so long to repeat the 
soimd^that it seemed some rock, rent by^thc thunderbolt from 
the siunmit, was rolling over diff and precipiw; jiilo tl/ft valley, 
^^nmediately after fell a burst of ram *<0 violent, tliat I was 
fain to shun its pelting, by creeping into the in term? of the 
mysterious 8to««. 

“ I seated myself ou the larger stone couch, wdiich is cut at 
the farther end of the cavity, and with my eyes fixed on the 
smaller bed, weaned myself with cfiiyecturcs respecting the 
origm and plirpose of my singular place of refiig|i Had it 
been reiilly the work of that jwwerful Trolld, t(t whom ^thc 
poetry of the Scalds referred iti Or was it the ton b of some 
Scandinavian tihief, interred with his arms and h^s wealtli, 
perhajis also vnth his immolated wife, that what he loved bewt 
in life might* Qot m death be divided from hiiy 1 Or was it 
the abode of penance, chosen by some devoted anchonte of 
later days? Or the idle work of *oine wandering mechanic, 
whom chance, ^nd wliim, and leisure, had thrust upon such an 
undertaking? I tell you the thouglits ,that tlieii floateil 
through my brain, tliat you may know that what ensued was 
not the vision of a prejudiced or prepossessed imagination, but 
an apparition, as certain*as it was awful 

“ Sleep had gradually crept on me, amidst my lucubrations, 
when I was startled from my sltiinWrs by a, second clap oi* 
thunder, and, when I awoke, I saw, through the dim light 
which the upper aperture admitted, the unshapely and in- 
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diMtiiict form of Trolld the dwarf, seated opposite to me or the 
leaser couch, vhich Ins square and miHbhapen bulk seemed 
absolutely to fill up I was startled, but not affrij,dited, for 
the blood of the ancien^ race of Locldin was w^m in my veins. 
He Rpftkc, and his words were of Norse, so old, that few, save 
iny faHier, or I myself, could have comprehended their im¬ 
port,—such laiigfiage as was sfxiken in these iblands ere Olave 
planted the cross on the ruins of heathenism, llis meaning 
was daik iilsc* and obscure, like that which the Pagan priests 
were wont to deliver, in the name of their idols, to the tnbes 
that assemftded at the H'il^afels * This was the import,— 

'A tVoimnd winters dark have flown. 

Since o’er the threshold of iny Stone 
A votaress pass’d, my power to o^vn. 

Vltntor ^old 

Of the mansion of Trolld, 

Maiden haughty of heart. 

Who h-'st hither presumed,— 

“'S[7ngifted, undooni’d, 

Thou shalt not dej-iart 
The power thou dost covet 

O’er tempest and wave, 

Shall be tluno, tliou proud maiden, 

By beacli and by cave,— 

By stack t and by skerry, 4: by noup, § and by voe.jl 
By air IT and by wick, and by hel}ertT and gJo,JJ 
,, And by every wild shore which the northern wimils know, 

And the northern tules lave. 

But though this shall be giveu thee, thou de8j)erately brsve, 

I doom thee that never the gift thou shalt have, 

TUI thou reave thy life’s giver ' > 

Of the gift which he gave ' 

“ I answered him m nearly the same strain for the spirit 
of the ancient Scalds of our race was uiioii me, and, far from 
fearing the phantom, v,uth' whom I sat cooped vnthm so narrow 
a space, I felt the iiupulse of tliat high courage whiah thrust 
the ancient champions and Druidesses upon contests with the 

* Or coni.ecrRted mountain, used by the Scandinavian pnesta for the 
purjiO'.rs of their idol-worship 

t ^tack A piet^ipitouB rock rising out of the sea.' 

i Skgrry A flat Innulated rock, not sabject to the overflowtng of the sea. 

I NdfHp A round-hea(f«fl eminence.' U Vot A creek or inlet of the eea. 

% Air An open sea lieach. ** Wvsk, An open bay 

ft ffttyer A cavern into which the tide flows. 

II (Ho A deep ravine which admits the aoa 
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invisiblo world, when they thought that the earth no longer 
contained enemies worthy to be subdued by them. Therefore 
did I answer him thus:— 

‘ Dark are thy words, and seVere, 

Thou dweller in tho stone; 

But treniblmg and fear 
To her are unknown, 

Who hath sought thee here 
In thy dwelling lone. 

Come what comes soever. 

The worst I can endure , 

Life is but a short fever, 

And Death is the cure ' 

“ The Demon scowled at ide* as if at once incensed and 
overawed, and then, coilmg himself 8p in a Jthick and sul- 
phur§oug vapour, he disappeared from Ins'* place. I did not, 
till that ijioment, feel the laliuence of fright, but then it seized 
me. • I rushed into the open air, where the tcmiiest liad passed 
away, and all was pure and serene After a moment’s breath¬ 
less ^laiise, I hast^i home, musmg by the way on tlie words ol 
the phantom, which I could not, as often hapiieiis, recall so dis¬ 
tinctly to memory ^t the time, as I have been since able to do, 

^ “ It may seem strange that such an apparition should, in 

time, have glided from my mind, like a vision of the night— 
but 80 *it was. ,I brought myself to believe it the work of 
fancy—I thought I had lived too much m solitude, ^nd had 
given way too mpeh to the feelings inspired by my fivounte" 
studies. I abandoned them for a time, and I mixed v tli the 
youth of my age. I was upon a visit at Kirkwall v/hen I 
learned to kno\^ your father, whom business had brought 
thither. He easily found access to tho relation with whom 1 
lived, who was anxious to compose, if possible, the feud which 
divided our families. Your father, maidens, has been ratlier 
hardened thifti changed by years—he had the same manly 
form, the same old Norse frankness of mannei' and of heart, 
the same upright courage and honesty of disposition, with 
more of the gentle ingenuousness of youth, an eager desire to 
please, a willingness to be *plensed, and a vivacity of spirits 
which survives not our early years Rut though he was thus 
worthy of love, and though Erbmd wrote to me, authorising 
his attachment, there was another—a stranger, Minna, a fatal 
stranger—^full of arts unknown to us, and graces which ta the 
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plain manners of your father were unknown. Yes, lie*walk©il, 
indeed, among us like a bemg of another and of a superioi 
race.—Ye look on me as if it were strange^that I should have 
had attractions for sirch a lover; hut I present nothing that can 
remind you that Noma of the Fitful Hea<l' was once admired 
aii<r loved as y^lla Trod—tlje change betwixt the animated l>ody 
and the corfise after decease, is scarce more awful and absolute 
tliari I have sustained, wdiile I yet linger on (mrth. Look on 
me, maidens—look on me Jby this glimmering light—Can ye 
believe,that thc^o ha,ggard and weather-wasted features—these 
eyes, which have been almost converted to stone, by looking 
upon Slants of terror—these locks, that, mingletl with*grey, now 
sticam out, the shattereil jK^aiions of a sinking vessel—that 
tliese, and she, to whom they belong, could once lie the objects 
of fond affeidiori 1 —Tint the waiung lamp sinks fast, and Jet it 
sink wdiile I Udl my infamy.—We doved in secret, met m 
sccre)^, tdl I gave <.}ie last proof of fatal and of guilty paasion I 
'-AikI now Vam out, thou magic glimmer—shine out a little 
space, thou flame so powerful even in thy fcftlfleness—bidrhim 
w ho hovers near us, keep his dark pinions aloof from the circle 
thou dost illuminate—live hut a little till Hhe worst be told, 
and then sink when thou wilt into darkness, as black as mw 
guilt and sorrow ' ” ' 

While hiie .s{X)ke thus, she drew togethej the reAiaining 
rmtrimeiit of tlie lamp, and trimmed its decaying fibime ; then 
’again, with a liollow voice, and m broken sentences, pursued her 
narrative 

* f 

“ I must waste little time in words My love was discovered, 
but not my guilt Erbind came to Pomona in auger, and trana- 
p<^rted iiii^^ to onr solitary' dw’elling in Hoy. <He commanded me 
to see my lover no more, and to receive Magnus, m whom he 
was w'llling to forgive^ the offences of his father, as my future 
husbaniL Alas ' I no longer dc8erve<i hra attachment—my 
only wish was<to eai^ape from luy fathers d\^ellmg, to conceal 
my shame in my lover's arms. Let me do him justice—he was 
faithful—too,' t(K» faithful—his jjerfidy would have bereft me 
’ of iny senses, but the fatal corwwi^iuences of his fidelity have 
done me a tenfold iiuury;," 

She paused, and then resumed, with the wild tone of insa- 
uity, “ It has made me the powerful and the despairing Sove¬ 
reign of the Seas and Winds !" 
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She' paused a second time after this wild exclamation, and 
resumed her narrative in a more composed maimer. 

“ My lover came in secret to Hoy, to concert measures for 
iny flight, and I ^agreed to meet him, tnat wo might fix the 
time when his vessel should come into the Sound. I left the 
house at midnight ^ 

Here she appeared to gasp with agony, and went on with liei 
tale by broken and interrupted sentences “ I left the house at 
midnight—I had to pass my father's door, and 1 perceived il 
was op>en—I thought he watched us, and, that the soimd of nij 
steps might not break his slumbers, I closed the fatftl door— 
a light and trmiil action—but, God in hcavefi ' what were the 
consequences' — At mom, the room was full of suffocaiting 
vapour—my father w'as dead—dead through* my act—<lead 
through my dmobedicnte—dead thiough my infamy ' All that 
follows lis mist and darkftess—a choking, suflbeating, stifling 
misf envelops all tliat I said and did, ull'^that was sa'kl ami 
(lone, until 1 became assured that my doqm was accomplislu^l, 
anfl walked fortfl the calm and temple Vicing you now ttchold 
mo—the Queen qf the Klements—the sharer in the power of 
those beings to whom man and his passions give such sport as 
the tortures of the dog-fish afford the fisherfiian, wdicn lie piercca 
his eyes with thorns, and turns him once more mto liis native 
element, to traaTrse the waves in blindness and agony * * No, 
maidens, she whom you see before you is impassive to tlie follies 
of which 3 'our imnds arc the sjKirt 1 am slic tliat ii'fve rnmle 
the oflering—1 am she that bereaved the giver of the g "i of lif(‘ 
which he gave me—the dark saymg has been interpreted by 
my deed, and Ham taken from humanity, to lie something pre^ 
eminently powerflll, pre-eminently wretchexi 

As she spoke thus, the light, which had l/ceq long (jmvcnng, 
leaped high,for an instant, and seemed about to expire, wh(in 
Nirna, intemipting herself, saad hastily, “No more now — he 
comes—he comes—Enough that yo know me,*an(l tlie right I 
have to advise and command you.—Approaeli now, proud 
Spirit ’ if thou wilt.” 

So saying, she crtinguislied the lamp, and jiassed out of the 
apartment with her usual loftiness -of »stcp, as Minna could 
observe from its measured cadence. 

* This craelty is practised by some out of a vindictive bAtrsd to 

these ravenouH hshes. 
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CHAPTER TWENTIETH. 

■ 

Ik all the counsel tjhat we two have ahared~ 

The sisters’ vows, the hours that we have spent, 

Wlien we have chid the hasty-footed tune 
For parting us—Oh, and is all forgot I 

MiostmuEB Nioht’b Drsau. 

^ n 

TfiK attention of Minna waa powerfully arrested by this tale 
of terror,*which a«corded with and explained many broken hints 
respecting Noma which she ‘iiad lieard from her father and 
other near relations, and she was lor a time so lost m eurpnse, 
not unmingled with ^lon'or, that she did not even attempjt to 
B|)eak to her sister Brenda. When, at length, she call(^ her by 
her ni'uie, she received no answer, and, on touchmg her hand, 
she found it celd as ice Alarmed to the uttermost, she threw 
open the lattu'e and 'the wdndow-shutters, and admitted at oace 
the free aur and tlie pale'gbmmer of the hyperborean summer 
night She then became sensible that he:^ sister was in a 
swoon. All thouglif^ concerning Noma, her frightful tale, aud 
■'her mysterious connection with the mrisible world, at once 
vunnjihed from Minna’s thoughts, and slie hai^tily ran to the 
apartment of the old housekeeper, to summon her aid, without 
reflectmg for a moment what sights she might encounter m the 
long dark passages which she had to traverse,, 

The old woman hastened to Brenda's asaistance, and mstantly 
applied such lemedies as her expenence suggested, but the 
poor girl’s viervoiis system had been bo muah agitated by the 
horrible tale she had just heard, that, w'hen recovered from her 
swoon, her utmost endekvours to compose hei mind could not 
prevent her fallmg into a hystencal fit of some duration. This 
also w'as subdued by the expenence of old Euphaue Fea, who 
was well veraed in all the simple pharmacy used by the natives 
of Zetland, and who, after administering a composing draught, 
(katilled from simples aud wild flowers, at length saw her 
patient resigned to sleep. , Minna stretched herself beside her 
sister, kissed'her cheek, and courted slumber in her turn; but 
the more she invoked it, the farther it seemed to fly from her 
eyelida, aud if at tunes she was disposed to sink into repose, 



TIJK PIBATK. 221 

the voice of die involuntary pamcide eeeniod a^uiu to soiuid in 
her eafs, and startled her into conaciousnese. 

The early mommg hour at which they were acouatoinwl to 
riae> found the state of the sisters diffei'ent from what might 
have hem exiwcted. A sound sleep had restoi-ed the spirit of 
Brenda’s lightsome eye and the rose on her laughing cheek, 
die transient indisposition of the preceding night having left as 
little trouble on her look, as the fantastic terrors of Noma’s 
tale had been able to impress on her imagination. The looks 
of Minna, on the contrary, were melancholy, downcast, and 
apjiarendy exhausted by watching and anxiety. They said at 
fii^t httlp to each otl .r, as if alraid of touching a subject so 
fraught with emotion as the scene of the preceding night. It 
was not until they had performed together thoir devotions, as 
usual, that Brenda, while lacing Minna’s boddice (for they 
remierecl the services of the toilet to each other rocipmcally), 
liei'aine ^warc of the palenftss of her sister’s looks , and having 
ascertained, by a glance at the mirror, that her own did not 
weai the same dejection, she kissed Miinia's cheek, and said 
alfR’tioiiately, ‘HJlaiid Halcro was nght, my dearest sister, 
when Ins poetical folly gave us these names of Night and Day." 

“ And wherefore should you say so now said Minna, 

“ Because we each are bra^'-est m the season that we take our, 
name from; I was frightened welbnigh to death, by hearing 
those things last night, which you endured with courageous 
firmness, and now, when it is brood light, I can think of them 
with composure,^hile you look as [Mile as a spint vio is sur¬ 
prised by sunnse^’^ 

“You are lucky, Brenda," said her sister, gravely, “ who can 
80 soon forget such a tale of wonder and of horror." 

“ The horror,” baid Brenda, “ is never to lie forgotten, unless 
one could hope that the unfortunate 'sj^oman’s pxt ited imagina¬ 
tion, which shows itself so active in conjuring up apparitions, 
may have filed oif her an imaginary crime " 

“ You believe nothing, then,” said Mmna, “'bf her interview 
at the Dwarfie Stone, that wondrous place, of which so many 
tales are told, and which, for so many centuries, has been 
reverenced as the work of a! demon, and as his abode?” 

‘ “ I believe,” said Brenda, “ that our ,pnhappy relative is no 
impostor,~^-and therefore I believe that she was at the Dwarfie 
Stone during a thunderstorm, that she sought shelter in it, ami 
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that, during a gwoon, ‘or during sleep perhaps, some dream 
visited her, wncemed with the popular traditions wHh whicli 
she was so conversant, but I lannot easily believe more.” 

“ And yet the event,” said Minna, “ corT^jkmded to the dark 
intimations of the vision.” 

“,?^ardon me,” said Brenda, “I rather think the dream 
would never have been put into shape, or perhaps remembered 
at all, but for the event. She told ua herself she had nearly 
forgot the vision, till after her father’s dreadful death,—and 
wlio shall w'arraut how much of what she tlien supposed herself 
to rcmei.ilx^r was not the creation of her own fancy, disordered, 
as it naturally was, by the horrid accident? Had she really 
seen an«f conversed with a necrpmantic dwarf, she was likely 
to leraember the (Kinversatiou iong enough—at least, I am sure 
I should ” * ^ ' 

“ Brenda,” replied Minna, “ you have heard the good minfister 
of the (Jross-Kirk say, that human wisdom was wotse than 
folly, *vheri it was 'iipphed to mysteries beyond its comprehen 
Sion , and that, if w'c believed no more than we could under¬ 
stand wo should resist the evidence of ottr senses, wlhch 
presented us, at every turn, circumstances ^ certain as they 
were unintelligible ” 

“You are t<K» leaimeil yourself, sister,”^answered Bieuda, “to 
iuH*(l the fis.sistanee of the good minister of Cross Kirk, ^but T 
think his doctrine only related to the luysteneif of our religion, 
whicli it IS oui duty to receive without investigation or doubt — 
but in things occurring in common life, as Ood has liestowed 
rcjison u[)on us, ve cannot act wrong in eii: ploying it But 
you, rny dear Minna, have a warmer fancy than mine, and are 
willing to rceeive all those wonderful stories for tmth, because 
you love to' think of sorcerers, and ilwarfs, and water-spirits, and 
would like much to hayo a little trow, or fairy, as the Scotch 
call them, w'lth a green coat, and a pair of wings as brilliant as 
the hues of the starling’s neck, specially to atbciid on you.” 

“ It wonlt) sptfre you at least the trouble of lacing my boddico,’’ 
said Minna, “and of lacing it wioog, too; for m the heat of 
.vour argument you have missed two eyelet-holes,” 

“That error shall be prt'sently ine'hded,” said Brenda; “and 
then, as one of our ^neiuis might say, I will haul tight and 
belay—but you draw your breath so deeply, that it will he a 
dithcnlt matter.” 



THE PIRATE. 


223 


“1 <jDly sighed,” said Minna, in soAe confusion, “tt> think 
how soon yon can tnfle with and ridicule the rniafortunes of 
this extraordinary woman.” , 

“I do not ridfcule them, God knows 1” replied Brenda, 
somewhat angrily “ it is you, Minna, wlio turn all I say in 
truth and kindnesa, to something harsh or wicked I look on 
Norna as a woman of very extraordinary abililies, which are 
very often reconciled with a strong cast of insanity ; and I 
consider her as better skilled in the signs oj* the weather than 
any woman in Zetland But thaf she has any jiower over tlie 
elements, I no more lieheve, than I do iiFtlie nursery atones of 
King Eri«k, who could make the wind blow from thejKiint he 
set hi8 cap to ” • ^ 

Minna, somewhat nettled .with the jibatinate incredulity of 
her si.ster, replied sluirply, “And yet, Brenda,•this woman — 
half'Tnud woman, and tlie venest impostor—is the person by 
whom y^u chmise to lie advised in the matter next your own 
heart at this moment^ • 

“ 1 do not know what you mean,” sagl Brenda, colouring 
deejily, and shifChig to get away from,her sister But, aiB she 
was now undergoyig the ceremony of being laced in her tuin, 

, her sister had th*' means of holding her fast by the silken string 
with which she was faj^tening the boddicc, hnd, tafiping her on ^ 
the n^;k, which expressed, by its sudden writhe, and siuhlcn 
change to a scaiHiet hue, as much pettish confusion as^ she’hiwi 
desire to provoke, she added, more mildly, “ Is it not ^t^ang(^ 
Brenda, that, used as >ve have l>een by tlie stranger M rdamil 
Mertoun, whose aiisuraiice has brought him uninvited to v liouse 
where his presence is so unacceptable, you should still look on 
or think of him*with fav^our t Surely that you do so should 
a proof to you, fhat there are such things as sisdls in the 
country, and that you yourself lalxmr finder th^m It is not 
for nought tjiat Mordaimt wears a chain of elhn gold - look to 
it, Brenda, and be*w'i8e in time.” 

“I have nothing to do with Mordaunt Meftoun,” answered 
Brenda, hastily, “ nor do I know or care what Jie or any other 
young man wears about his neck, I ctiuld s(;e all the gold 
chains of all the bailies of*Etlinburgh, that La<iy Glowrowrum 
speaks so much of, without falling m ^ucy '^ith one of the 
wearers.” ’And having thus complied with the female rule of 
pleading not guilty in general to such an mdictment. sh^ 
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immediacy resumed, m a different tone, “But to say the 
tiTith, Mmna, I think you, and all of you, have judged far too 
hastily about this young fneiul of ours, who has been bo long 
our most intimate ooqipanion Mind, Mordaimt Mertoun is no 
more to mo than he la to you—u^ho best know how little 
diffoL'enfC lie made l^etwixt uh , and that, ehain or no chain, he 
lived witli us like a brother with two sisters; and yet you can 
turn him off’ at once, because a wandering seaman, of w’hom we 
know nothing, and a jieddling yagger, whom we well know to 
be a thief, a chfvat, and a liar, sjieak words and carry tales in 
hiH disfavour ! I do not believe he ever Siiid he could have his 
choice o^either of us, and only waited to see which was to have 
Burgh Weetra and Brednes Y<se —I do not believe he ever 
sfKjke such a word, or^Jiarbourcd such a thouglit, as that of 
making a choice bet''''een us ” 

“ Perhaps,” said Mmna, coldly, “ you may have had reason 
to know that his c|?oice was alieady determmed ” 

“I will enduie this,” said Brenda, giving way to her 
natutal vivacity, aiid»springing from between lier sister's hands, 
tJicn -turning round andfacing her, while her glowing cheek 
was rivalled in the deepness of its crimson by as much of hei 
neck and Iwisom as the upiicr [lart of the half-laced boddice 
jiennitted to be visible,—“ Even from f^ou, Mmna,” she said, 
■‘I will not endure this * You know that all my life I have 
spoken tjie truth, and that I love the tnith /and I tell you 
tiiat Mordaunt Meitoun never in his life made distmction 
betwixt you and me until”- 

Here some feeling of consciousness atopp6d her short, and 
her sister replied, with a smile, “Until w/ien, Brenda 1 Me- 
thinks yoii^ love of truth seems choked wdth the sentence you 
were bringing out ” 

“ Until you ceased do him the j’ustice he deserves,” said 
Brenda, firmly, “ since I must speak out. ^ havs little doubt 
that he will nok long throw away his friendship on you, who 
hold it BO lightly.” 

“ Be it so,” .said Miima, “ you are secure from my rivalry, 
either in his love or friendship , But bethink yon better 
Buenda—this is no scandal of Cleveland’s—Cleveland is in- 
cajiable of slider— do falsehood of Bryce Snailsfooi;—not one 
of our friends or aixjuaintance but says it has been the common 
talk of the island, that the daughters of Magnus Troil wore 
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jiatiefitly awaiting the choice of the nameless and birthless 
stranger, Mordaimt Mertoun.--Is it fitting that this ^liunild 
said of us, the* descendants of a Norwegian Yarl, and the 
daughters of the first Udaller in Zetfhiid? or, wr)uld it be 
modest or maid&ly to submit to it unie-sented, were we the 
meanest lasses that ever lifted a lailk-jiail ?” • 

“ The tongues of fiwls aie no reproacli," replied Uremia, 
warmly , I will never qu’t my ow'ii tlioughts of an innocent 
friend for the gossip of tlie islmid, whicli imn put the worst 
meaning on the most innocent actions • • 

“ He^r but what our friends say,” repeated Minj^a , “ hear 
but the Lady Glowrowruiii^, hear but Maddie and Clara 
Groatsottar ” , * 

“ If I w^ere to hear Lady Glo^Townunr" smd Lrcnda, 
steadily. “ t should listen to the w'orst tongue in Zetland , and 
Jis for tJVIaddie and Clam Gioatscttaj', tliey were both blitlie 
enough to get Mordaimt to sit hotwixt thdln at dinner fllie day 
before yesterday, as you might have observed yourself, but that 
your <’ar was l^otter engaged ” . 

Your eyes, at le^t, liavo been 1)ut iiidificrently engaged, 
Brenda,” retorteif the elder sister, “since tliey weic fixed on a 
young man, whom all the world but youAclf believes t<t liavc^ 
talked of us with thS most insolent presumptiou , and even if 
be be iiiuocenily charged, Laiiy Glowrowinm says it m un- 
inaidculy and bold of you even to look in the direction wlicio 
he sits, knowiii;^ it must confinn such rcjKirts ” * 

“ I will look 'g'iiich way I please,” said Brenda, gro\ ng still 
warmer, “ Lady Glowrowrum shall neither rule my tlioughts, 
nor my words, ^or my I hold Mordaimt Mertoiin to lie 

innocent,— I wilNlook at him as such,— 1 will sjxufk of him ;is 
such, and if I did not speak to him ^Iso, and hehave to him 
as usual, it is in obedience to my father, and not for what 
Lady Glowftiwruiti, and all her nieces, had she twenty instead 
of t wo, could think, wmik, nod, or tattle, aboulf the matter that 
concerns them not,” 

“ Alas! Brenda,” answered Minna, with calmness, “ this 
vivacity is more than is retfuired for the defenw of the character 
of a mere friend *—Bew'are—He who^nuried Norna’s peace 
for ever, was a stranger, admitted to her aflectionS against the 
will of her family,” 

He was a stranger,” replied Brenda, with emphasis,* “ not 
vou xuL a 
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only in birth, but in manners She had not been bred uj? with 
liim from hor youth,—she had not known the gentleness, the 
frankness, of his disi>oaition, by an intmiacy; of many years, 
lie was indeiid a stranger, in character, temper, birth, man¬ 
ners, ond morals,—some wandermg adventurei, perliaps, whom 
fluTice or teinpeat had thrown upon the islands, and who knew 
liow to mask a false heart with a frank brow. My good sister, 
take home your own wamiug. There are other strangers at 
Burgh WcHtra besides this poor Mordaunt Mertoun ” 

Mmna'Seemed for a vioment overwhelmed with the rapidity 
with which hei sister retorted her suspicion and her caution. 
But her natural ioftmess of disposition enabled her to reply 
with as.sumed composure 

“ Were T to vreat you, Brenda, with the want of confidence 
you show towards me, I might reply, that Cleveland is no more 
to mo than Mordaunt was, or than young Swara^ter, or 
Lawrcure Ericson, 6r any other favourite guest of my father’s, 
now is But 1 BcoTii to deceive you, or to disguise my thoughts. 
—f l(H'e Clcmcut Cleveland ” 

“ Do not suy so, my dctarest sister,” said Brenda, abandoning 
at once the air of acrimony with which the'^onvoraation had 
boon latterly conducted, and throwing her arms round her 
sister’s neck, with looks, and with a tone of tlie most earnest 
atlec^on, -“do not say so, I implore you' T will renounce 
Mordaunt Mertoun,—I will swear never to speak to him again; 
biit do not repeat tliat you love this Cloveliind ' ” 

“And why should I not rejteat,” said Mifma, disengaging 
herself gently Irom her sister’s giasp, “a sentiment m which I 
glory ? The boldness, the strength and energy, pf Ins character, 
to which command is natural, and fear unknoivn,—these very 
properties, wluch olann ,you for my happiness, are the qualities 
which ensure it Remember, Brenda, that when your foot 
loved the calm smooth styi-beach of the sammef sea, mine 
ever dolight^al id the summit of the precipice, when the waves 
wore in fury.” 

“ And it IS even that which I dread,” said Brenda ; “ it is 
eveif that adventurous disposition which now is urgmg you to 
tlie brink of a*precipice more dangerous than ever was washed 
by a sprmg-tide. This man, —do not frown, I will say no 
slander of him,—but is he not, even in your own partial judg- 
inrat, stern and overbeaiiiig 1 accustomed, as you say, to 
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ooimDand ; but, for that very reason, commanding where he 
has no right to do so, and leading whom it would ui^ist l>ecoinc 
him to follow ^ rushing on danger, rather for its own sale, 
than for any other object 1 And can fou think of being yoked 
with a epint »o* unsettled and stormy, whose life Inis 4ntherto 
been led in scenes of death ajid poiil, anih who, even while 
sitting by your side, cannot disguise his impatience again to 
engage in thorn 1 A lover, methinks, should love his mistress 
better than his own life , but yours, my dq^r Minna, loves licr 
less than the pleasure of inflicting dea4li on others." • 

“ Apd it is even for that 1 love him," said Minna “ I am 
a daughter of the old damgs of Norway, ^ho coula send tlieir 
lovers to battle with a ^nile, and slay thorn with their own 
hands, if they returned wuth dLshonour ^ My* lover must scorn 
the mockeries by which our dcgiadeJ race strive for distinction, 
or mngt practise them tmly m sport, and in earnest of nobler 
dangers. No whalc-stnking, bird-uestiftg favourite "for me, 
my lover must be a Sea-king, or whatjelse modern times may 
^ive that draws near to tliat lofty cjiaractor " • 

" Alas, ray sjster !" said Brenda, “it is now tliat I must in 
earnest begin to believe the force of aiwlls and of charms. You 
remember the Span^.-jh story which you tdbk from me long sim^, 
because I said, in your admiration of the chivalry of the olden 
times of Scamhiiavia, you nv^alled the extiavagauce•of the* 
hero Ah, Minna’ yoiu* colour shows that your conscioiue 
(‘hecks you, and reminds you of the book I mean s it iiJoro 

wise, thmk yet, to mistake a windmill for a gian , or the 
commander of a paltry corsair for a Kiem^xj, or a Vi-king 1" 
Minna dith indeed colour with anger at this insinuation, of 
which, perhap8,*Hhe felt in some degree the truth* 

“ You have a right," she said, “ ti^iusult because you are 
possessed of my secret." 

Brendans softT heart could not resist this (diarge of unkindness , 
she adjured her sister to pardon her, and thf natural gentleuos 
of Minna's feelings could not resist lier entreaties, 

“ Wo are unhappy," she said, as she dried her sister’s tears, 

“ that we cannot see with the same eyes— let us not make each 
other more so by mutual insult ami ui^kmdmfss You have my* 
• secret—It will not, perhaps, long be one, for my father shall 
have the confidence to which he is entitled, so soon as certain 
oircufflstances wiU permit me to offer it Meantime, i repeat, 
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you have my secret, and I more thar» suspect that I ha'*^e ydura 
in exchange, though you refuse to own it.” 

“ How, Minna,” said Brenda, “ would you have me afiknow- 
ledge for any one such fdelmgs as you allude to, ere he has said 
the leaiit word that could justify such a confession?” 

“ Surely not, But a hidden fire may be distinguished by heat 
as well as flame ” 

‘‘You understand these signs, Minna,” said Brenda, hanging 
down her head, and in vam ‘'eiideavounng to sujipiess the 
temptation 4!x) repartee widch her sister’s remark oftered , but 
I can only say, that if ever I love at all, it shall not be until I 
have been asked to''do so once or twice at least, which has not 
yet chanced to me But do not let us renew our quarrel, and 
lather let us think why Nonia should hare told us that horrible 
tale, and to wliat she expects it should lead.” 

“ It must have been jis a cautioiq” replied Mining“ a 
caution ‘aIucIi our situation, and, I will not deny it, winch 
mine in particular, might seem to her to call for ,—but I am 
alike strong in my own innocence, and m the lioi.oui of Oleve-' 
land ” 

Brenda would fain have replied, that she did not confide so 
absolutely in the latta* security as in tlie first,—but she was 
prudent, and, forbearing to awake the former painful discussion, 
' only replied, “It is strange that Norna should have said nothing 
more of her lover Surely he could not desert her m the ex* 
treiiuty of misery to which he had reduced her ?” 

“ There may be agonies of distress,” said *Mnina, aft^r a 
jiause, “ m which the mind is so much jarred, that it ceases to 
l»e lesponsive even to the feelings which have nvist engrossed 
it, —her sorrow for her lover may have been swallowed up in 
horror and despair.” 

“ Or he may have fled from the islands, m fear of our 
father’s vengeanc-e,” said Brenda, * 

“ If for fear, or*£aintucss of heart,” said Minna, looking up¬ 
wards, “he was capable of flying from the ruin which he had 
oc(‘asioned, I trust he has long ere this sustained the punishment 
whiclF Heaven reserves for the mostf base and dastardly of 
‘ traitors and of cowards. , Come, sister, we are ere this expected 
at the breakfast board.” 

And they went thither, arm in arm, with much more of con¬ 
fidence than had lately subsisted between them^ the little 
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quaprel which had taken place having served tlie pai pose of a 
bournsgiu, or sudden squall, which dispels mists and vaiMuirs, 
and leav(^ fair feather liehmd it. * 

On their way to the breakfast apartment, they agreed that 
it was unnecessary, and might be luipnident, to comimuiicate 
to their father tlie circutiistance pf the nocturpal visit, or to let 
him observe that they now knew more than formerly of the 
melancholy history of Noma. 


CHAPTER WENTY-FIRST. 

* • 

But loht to me, for ever lost tho'jp joys, 

Winch reasou scatters, and which time destroys 
No more the anduight fairy train I view, 

AJl tn the merry moonlight tipi)linf dew 
Even the last lingering fiction of the hraiii, 

The churchyard ghost, is now at^st again. 

The liiimauT « 

The moral baifi,* from whom wo borrow the motto of this 
chapter, has touched a theme with which most readers have some 
feelings that vibraUb unconsciously Siipe.rhtitiou, when ndt 
arraiyed in hej full horrors, but laying a gentle hand only^n her 
suppliant’s head, had charms which VrC fail not to fegret, even 
In those stages,of society from which her iriflucrioe is well-ntgh 
banished by the ]ight of reason and general education 4t least, 
in more ignorant jieriods, her system of ideal terrors I ad some 
thing m them interesting to minds, wdiich had few means oi 
excitement, 'fhi^ is more especially tnie o£ those hghter modifi¬ 
cations of superstitious feelings and nractices^which mingle in 
the amusements of the ruder ages, aim are, like the auguries of 
Hallow'-e’en m iJcotland, considered partly as matter of merri¬ 
ment, partly as sad and prophetic earnest. «Vn(l, with similar 
feelings, people even of tolerable education have, in our times, 
sought the cell of a fortune-teller, upon a frolib, as it is termed, 
and yet not always m a disposition absolutely sceptical towards 
the responses they receive. , 

When the sisters of Burgh Westra aVived in'the apartment 
destined for a breakfast as ample as that which we have do* 

* fRftv Giiorge Crabbe J • 
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Bcribed on the prex’oding mormn^f, and harl undergone a jocular 
rebuke from the Udaller for their late attendance, they found 
the coui{)any, most of whom had alreiidy breakfasted, engaged 
in an ancient Norwegian*custom, of the character which we have 
just described 

It seems to have been borrowed from those poems of the 
Scalils, in which champions and heroines are so often represented 
as seeking to know their diistiny from some sorceress or pro- 
}jhetess, who, as in toe legend, called by Gray the Descent of 
Oilin, awakens by the .force of JUinic rhyme the unwilling 
revealor of the doom of fate, and compc'ls from her answers, 
often of (luTiious im^jort, but whicli were then believed to express 
some shadow of the events of futurity. 

An old sibyl, Fuphane Fea, the houBckoeper we have already 
iTientioned, was installed in the recess of a large window, 
studiously daikcncd by bear-skins end other miscellaneous 
jlrapi'ry. so aa to gi^o it something the appearance of a Lap- 
1,lUtiei’s liut, ano a(’(“oimnodatcd, like a confessional chair, with 
an aperture, which permitted the person withip to hear with 
eiLse whatever questions sliould be put, though not to see the 
(pierist. Hero seated, the Voliisp.a, or sibyl, Vaa to listen to 
the ihythniiejil inqiimcs which should lie maiie to her, and 
return an extemporaneous answer Tlie dcapeiy was supposed 
to prevent her from seeing hy what individuals she was con¬ 
sulted, tuiu the intended oi accidental reference which the 
aniiWer given under such circumstances bore to the situation of 
the [lerson by whom the question was asked^, often furniabed 
food loi laughter, and sometimes, as it happened, for more 
serious reflection The sibyl was usually chosen from her pos¬ 
sessing the talent ol" improvisation m the Norse poetry, no 
unusual accomplishment, where the minds of many were stored 
with old versos, and where the rules of metrical camfX)sition are 
uncommonly suiiple The questions were also put m verso ; but 
as this power of uxtemponuieous composition, though common, 
could not be supposed universal, the medium of an interpreter 
might bo used % any quenst, which interpreter, holding the 
coirtmlter of the oracle by the hand, and standing by the place 
from which the oracles were .issuexl, had the task of rendering 
into verse the subject oi inquiry. 

On the present occasion, Claud Halcro was summoned, 
the universal voice, to perform tlie part of interpreter; and, 
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after, shokiiiff his head, and muttering some apology for decay 
of memory and poetical jKiwers, contradicted at once by his 
own conscious smile of confidence and by the general^ shout of 
the coraj»any, tWfe light-hearted old man come forward to play 
his part in the proposed entertainment. 

But just as it was alxuit to commence, the arrangemfmt of 
parts was singularly altered Nesrna of the Frtful Hoad, whom 
<*\ery one excepting the two sisters bf'.lieved to be at the dis- 
tanc,c of many miles, suddenly, and \Mthput greeting, cntoiod 
the apartment, walked majesticMly up to t|ie bearskin tabei 
nacle, and signed to the female win© was there -ccatcd to 
abdicate her sanctuaiy. The old woman came forJ|Ii, shaking 
her head, and looking like one overwliclm?ii with fear; nor, 
iiidcod, were tliere many m.thc company who saw with slwolute 
com|)osurc, tlie sudden appeaninoe of a j>ersoli, so well known 
aiul so gcnenilly drt'iuieil as Noma. 

Shc*Tf)auseii a moment* at tlie entrance of the tent, and, as 
she raised the skin \\liich lormcd the ciAramo, she hmked up 
to the north, as if imploring from that,quarter n tiam of itu 
sjiiratinn , theif signing to the siirpr^cd guests that tlu^’’ might 
ap})rnach in biny-e-ssiou the shrine in which slio was about to 
install lierself, she entered the tent, and was slirmidod from 
their sight. • * 

But this WiW a different sport from wliat the corrqiany liaT 
meditated, and to most of tlicin seemed to present so mu(4i more * 
of earnest than of game, that there was no alacrity sliown to 
consult the oracle The character and iiretension** of Nofna 
seemed, to alnpi1J>t all present, too scrioms for the p.<rt which 
she had assumeil, tlie men whisperefl to each other, and the 
women, acciirding to Claud Hale.ro, realised the dcscnjition of 
glorious John Dfj^den,— 

“ With liorror shuddering, on t heap tliey ran ” 

The pause was intcmipted by the loud manly voice of the 
Udaller, “ Why does the game stand still,•my,masters ? Are 
you afraid because my kinswoman is to play our Voluspa 1 It 
is kindly done in her, to do for us what none m the isles can 
do so w'ell ; and we will not baulk our sj)r)rt for it, but rather 
go on the merrier.” • , * 

There was still a pause in the company, and Magnus Troil 
added, It shall never be said that my kinswoman sat hi her 
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bower unhalsed,* as if f^ne were some of the old mountain- 
giantesses, and all from famt heart I will speak first myself, 
but the rhyme comes worse from my tongue than when I was 
a score of yeixrs younger.—Claud Halcro, yon must stand by 


me 




Hapd in hand they approached the shnne of the supposed 
sibyl, and after e moment’s consultation together, Halcro thus 
expressed the query of his friend and patron Now, the Udaller, 
like many ^lersons of consequence m Zetland, who, as Sir 
Ilobert Sibbald t has^ testified for them, had begun thus early to 
a])ply both to commerce-and navigation, was concenied to some 
extent in the whale fishery of the season, and the bfud had 
been directed to pnt into his halting verse an inquiiy concerning 
ite HU(‘ce8.s ^ 

Claud Halcro 

“ Mother (lurksorne. Mother tiieiui. 

Dweller on the Fitful Heal, ' 

Thou^iunst flee what deeils are «lone 
4 Under the never-flettinR .snn 
Look tjiroiifjh sleet, and look thiouf^h frost, 

, Look to flrcorilaiid's caves and roast,— 

liV the iceherfT is n sail 
Cha.Hing of the swarthy whale . 

Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

^ Tell u>(, Inifl the goorl ship hjnsLU’ 

Tlia jest seemed to turn to earnest, as all, beudng their heads 
around, listened to the voice of Nunia, who, without a moment’s 
hev itation, answeml from the recesses of the tent m which she 

was enclosed — , 

Nouna 

“ Tlie thought of the aged im ever on gear, 

Onthifl fishing, hi8 furrow, his flock, and hvr .steer , 

But thrive may his fishing, flock, furrow', and hertl,* 

While the aged for anguish shall tear his gi-ey beanl *’ 

There was a momentary pause, durmg wifich l^riptolemus 
had time to whiffi>er, “ If ten witches and as many warlocks 
were to swear it, I will never lielieve that a decent man will 
either fash his beard or himself about anything, so long as 
stock and crop gt)(» as it should do " 

• • [Unsaluted ] 

f [The Descrtpfton of of Orhmy and ZeOtmd wm published 

hv Sir llutH-rt Sildmld, M D , Edinburgh, 1711, folio.} 
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But the voice from within the tent fesnmed its low mono¬ 
tonous tone of recitation, and, mtemipting farther commentary, 
proceeded as follows ,— 

1 Norna. 

‘"rhe Hhip, welMaden as bark noed be^ 

Lies m the furrow of the Iceland sea ;~ 

'Phe Vireeze from Zetland blo\n8 fair and 
And gaily the gJirlan J * is fluttering aloft 
Seven good fishes have spouted their last, 

And their jaw-bones are hanging to yard and mast ;t 
Two are for Jjerwick, ami two for Kirkfvall,— 

And throe for Burgh Westni, the clmicest t>f all 

“Now the powers above look down and protect ujj,!’’ said 
Bryce Snailsfoot, “for it is mair than womans wit that has 
spaed out that ferly. I saw them at North Roiialdshaw, that 
had seen the good liark, the Olave of licrvn^k, thkt our worthy 
patroif has such a greiit share in that she nuiy bo called hm 
own III a*«ianner, and thef had broomed| tlie slnp, and, as 
sure as there are stars in he^aven, she aiiBwereH the^n for sCvon 
fish, exact as Noma has telled us m her rliywus 

“^mph—sevefl fish exactly? and you heard it at N-'irth 
Ronaldshaw?” saidX^aptam Cleveland, “and I suppose told it 
^ a good piece of news when you came hither ?” 

“ It never crossed my,tongue, Cajitairi,’' answered the pedlar , 

' “ I hav# kend mony chapmen, travelling merchants, and such 
like, neglect theit goods to carry clashes and clavers^uj) 5ud 
down, from one i^juntry-side to another, but that is i.o trattic 
of mine I dinna believe I liave mcntioneil the Olave^ i ivmg 
made up her cargo, to three folks since I crossed to Dunross- 
ness “ 

“ But if one of those three hod spoken tlio news ojt^cr again, 
and it IS two to on# that such a thing happened, the old lady 
prophesies upon velvet ” • * 

Such was tlje speech of Cleveland, addresM‘d to Magnus Trod, 
and bdard without any applause The Udaller’s^respect for lim 

• The garland U &a artihcial coronet, conipOBed of ribbons by those young women 
who take an mtereot in a whaling vcsMl or her crew, it I« always displayed from 
the rigging, and preserved with great care during the voyage 

t The beet oil exudes from the Jaw-honee of the whale, wltlch, for the purpose of 
oolleotlng it, are suspended to the masts of the vesiKl . 

X There \» estabbshed among whalers a soii, of tc^graphic signal, in which 
a certain u umber of motions, made with a broom, exiireas to any ctbor 
vesacl the number of fish which they have caught. 
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country extendwl to fts superstitions, and so did the interest 
which he took m his unfortunate kinswoman. If te never 
rendered a prccLse assent to her high supernatural pretensions, 
he was not at least desirous of hearing* them disputed by 
others 

Norna," he said, “ his cousin” (an emphasis on the word), 

“ held no communication with Bryce Snailsfoot, or Ins aiiquamt- 
ances lie did not pretend to explain how she came by lier 
infoimatiou; but^he had always remarked that Scotsmen, and 
indeed strangeys in gencra^i, when they came to Zetland, were 
leady'to find rcasotis for things which remained sulhciently 
obscurQ, to those whose ancestors had dwelt there fotages.” 

Captain Cll?veland took the hint, and bowed, without 
attempting to defend his own scepticism 

‘‘And noiS^ ior'ji’ard, my brave heaits,” said the Udaller, 

“ and may all have as good tidings os I have ' Three Whales 

cannot but yield—let me think, hoV nnmy hogsheadAf”- 

There AVii^s an cibvious reluctance on the part of the guests to 
be tlie next in consulting the oracle of the tent. 

S‘ Glide news are welcome to some folks,' if they caracT frae 
the deil liimself,” said Mistress Baby Yellojyley, addressing the 
Ijiidy Olowiownim,—for a similarity of disposition in somp 
resjiects had maefe a sort of mtimocy^lietwixt them—“ but I 
think, my leddy, that this has ower mickle of rank w^itchcraft ' 
m'lt, tp have the countenance of douce Chri^ian folks like you 
luid me, my leddy " 

“ Tliere may be something in wdiat you say, my dame," 
replied tlie good liady Glowrowmm , “ but ne Hjaltlandera are 
no just like other folks , and tins w'oiiian, if she be a witch, 
bmiig thp Fowd’s friend and near kinswoman, it will be ill 
taen if we haena our fortunes spaed like S’ the rest of them; 
and sae my meres uv'y e’eu step forward in their turn and nae 
harm dune They will hae time to repent, ;^e ken, m the 
course of nature, if there be onything wfang m it, Mistress 
Yellowley." * 

While others remained under similar uncertainty and appre¬ 
hension, Ilalcro, W’ho saw by the knitting of the old UdaJleFs 
brows, and by a certain impatient shuffle of his right foot, like 
tlie motion ofa man,wlA) with difficulty refrains from stamping, 
tliat his jatienoe began to wax rather tliin, gallantly declared, 
that he himself would, in his owm person, and not as a procu- 
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rator foa othera put the next query to* the Pythoness He 
paused a minute—collected his rhymes, and thus addressed her, 

** Claud Halobo. 

r 

“Mother doubtful, Mother dresd, 

Dweller of the Fitful Flead, 

Thou hast couu'd full nvany a rhyme, „ 

That lives u|W)ii the surge of time: 

Tell me shall my lays be sung, 

Like Ilacon’s ot the goldeu t-ongue^ 

Long after Halcro’s tlerfK and gone f 
Or, shall ITjaltlarid’s minstrel c^u 
^ One note to nval glorious John ?" 

The voice of the sibyl immediately replied from her sanctuary, 

Norna, ^ 

** The infant loves tiie rattle’s noise ; 

Age, double (^nUlhood, hath its toys 
But dilTeiont far the deseaiit lings,* 

As strikes a different hand the string* 

The eagle mounts the polar sky-ir 
Tlfh Inibur-goose, unskill'd ^ liy, 

Mnjt be content to glide along. 

Where seal and sea-ilog Iwt his song ’ 

Halcro bit his lip, slirtigged his shoiildeis, and then, instantly 
recoverifig his gooddmmoiir, and the ready, thoi]^,di slovenly 
fxiwer of extemporaneous composition, with which long lialnt 
had invested liim, he gallantly rejoined, 

,• Claud Haloro. 

“ Be mine tha Imber-goose to play, 

A*id haunt lono cave and eilent bay ; — 

The archer's aim so shall I sliun— • 

So shall 1 ’scape the levell’d gun— 

Content my veree's tuneless JKigle, 

, With Thule’s sounding tides to mingle, 

WhTle, tfj the ear of wotideniig v,ight, 

Upon the distant hemllaud’s height, • 

Soften’d by nmnnur of the sea, 

The rude sounds seem like harmony ' ”, 

As the little bard stepped back, with an alert gait, and 
satisfied air, general applause followed *th| spinteil manner in 
which he had aoquiesc^ in the doom which levelled him with 
an Jmher-goose. But his resigned and courageous submission 
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did not even yet encourage any other person to consult the 
n^douhted Noma 

“ Jhe coward fools !” said the Udaller. “ Are you too afraid, 
Captain Cleveland^ to speak to an old woman ?—Ask her any¬ 
thing—ask her m hether the twelve-gun ^oop at Kirkwall be 
your consort or no ” 

Clevcland'looked at Mflina, and probably conceiving that she 
watt lied with anxiety his answer to her father’s question, he col¬ 
lected himself, after a moment’s hesitation 

“ I nevci wjuH afraid of man or woman —Master Ilalcro, you 
liave hemd tlie question which our host desires me to ask—put 
it in jpy iiamtj and m your own way—I pretend "to as little 
skill m poetry as 1 do in witchcraft ” 

Halcro did not wa^; to bo iifv’ited twice, hut, grasping Cap¬ 
tain Clevolaiurs hand in his, according to the form whiph the 
gatin' pi escribed, ho put the query which the Udallcjr had dic¬ 
tated to the stranger in the following words — 


Claud Halcro. 

‘ Mother doubtful, Mother dread, * 
Dweller of the Fitful Head, 

A f^alluut bark from far abioail, 

S^nit Maguus hath her iti his road, 
VVith guns and firelocks n«t a few- 
A silken and a scarlet crew, 

Deep stored with precious inerchaSdiae, 
Of gtdd, and goods of rare device 
What Intelest hath our comiade bold 
Jd bark and uew, in goods and gold i” 


Tliore was a pause of unusual duration ere the oracle would 
return any answer , and when she rejdied, il was m a lower, 
though aif equally decided tone, with that which she had hitherto 
employed.— ^ 

Norn A. 


“Gold IS luddy, fair, and free, 

Blftod 18 crimson, and dark to see ,— 

I look'd out on Saint Magnus Bay, 

Aiid I saw a falcon that struck her i>rey,— 

A gobbet of flesh m her beak she bore, 

And talons and singles are dripping with gore ; 

Jjct him that^ks after them look on his hand, 

» And if thSre is blood on’t, he's one of their band. ” 


Cleveland smiled scornfully, and held out his hand,—'* Few 
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men have* been on the Spanish Mam as often as I hav e, withoal 
having had to do with the Quarda Cosfai> once and again , hut 
there never was aughA like a stam on my hand tliat a wet ^owel 
would not wijie away.” * 

The Udaller added liis voice potential—“ There is never pcaqe 
with Spaniards beyond the Line,— I h?.ve lieaid Captam Tragen- 
deck and honest old Commodore Rummelaer say so a hundred 
times, and they have both been doivu in the Bay of Ilonduras 
and all thereabouts —T hate all Spimiards, 8inc6 tlicy came here 
and reft the Fair Islo men of their vivers jii 151^8 * UJiave 
heard my grandfather speak of it; and there is an old Dutch 
history somewhere about the hoiisp, that shows vl^hat worU they 
made in the Low Countries long sinbe. There is neither mercy 
nor faitli m them ” • 

“ Tnce—true, my old fnend/’ said Cleveland , “ tliey are as 
jealous of t^;,eir Indian jK)sseKSioiia as an old man of his young 
bndc , and if they can catch you at disadvantage, the mines for 
your life is the w'ord,—and so we fight tlieiii with ‘our colours 
nail(‘d‘to the mast ^ 

“ Tliat is the w'ay^^’ shouted the Udalier, “ the old British 
jack should never down When I think of the wooden walls, 
I almost think myself an Englishman, only it wouM he Iwcouiing 
,00 like i^iy Scottish neigfihourshut come, no offence to any 
nerc, gentlemen—ail are friends, and all are welcome— 
Brenda, go on with the play—do you Bjicak next, you have'Norse 
rhymes enough, ve all know” 

“ But none that siyt the game we play at, father,” said Bre.ula, 
drawing kick 

“Nonsense’” saki her father, pushing her onward, while 
Halcro soiled on hep reluctant hand, “never let iflistimcd 
modesty mar honest mirth—Speak for Bn?nda, Halcro—it is 
your trade to interpret maidens’ thoughts.” 

The poet bo4^ed tf) the beautiful young woman, with the 
devotion of a poet and the gallantry of a traveller,^and. having, 
in a whisper, reminded her that she was in no way responsible 

* The Admiral of the Spanish Armada wan wrecked on the Fair Isle, half¬ 
way betwixt the Orkney and Zetland ArchipclaRO The Iliike of Medina 
SidoDla landed, with some of hia people, and plllige/hthe iKlanders of their 
winter stores. These strangers are remembered having remained on the 
island by force, and on bad terms with the inhabitants, till spring rcturiioo, 
when they effected their escai>». , 
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for the nonsense he was about to speak, he paused, tooked up¬ 
ward, simpcjrod as if he had caught a sudden idea, and at length 
set dff in the following verses:— * 

Claud Halceo. • 


‘ Mother doubtful, Mother dread, 

Dweller o1 the Fitful Head, 

Well thou know’st it is thy task 
To tell VI hat beauty will not ask 
* Tlien uteen thy worfis m wine aud milk, 
And weave a doom of gold and sdk,— 
Fcft- we would know, aliall Brenda prove 
In love, and happy in her love ?” • 


The prophetess replied almost immediately from behind her 
curtain —. • 


Norn A. 


Untouch'd by Iovey»the maiden's breast • 

Is like tbe enow on Rona’s tiest, 

High m-atcsi in tlie middle aky, 
tn blight and banen punty , 

But hy the .sunlieani gently kill'd, 

Scaroe by the gazing o>6 'tie miss'd, 

Ere down the lonely valley sftjalmg, 

Fiesl) gross and growth ita course revealing 
It I heera the flock, revive the flower. 

And decks some happy shcjiherd’s bower 

“ A comfortable doctrine, and most justly siioken," said the 
Iblullcr, seizing the bluhliiiig Brenda, as slie waa eiide.LVouring 
to escajie—“ Never think shame for th§ matter, ray girl. To 
lie tlio imsticss of some honest man’s hodse, and the means of 
mamtaiDiiig some ohl Norse name, makiiijg neighbours happy, 
the pocE easy, and lelieving strangers, is^he most creditable lot 
a young woman can loi^k to, and I heartily wish it to all here. 
Come, who sjieaks ftext 1—good husbands are going—Maddie 
Croatsetter—niy pretty Clara, come and have your sliare,” 

The Lad|F Glowrovrum shook her h*uid, and “could not,” 

she said,* “dtogetlici approve”- 

*“ Enough said—enough said,” replied Magnus; “no compul- 
♦sion , but the piny shall go on till we are tired of it. Here, 
Minna— I have got you at command Stand forth, my girl— 
there aro plenty of things to be ashamed of besides old-fashioned 
and mnoiifut jileasantiy.—Come, I will speak for you myself— 
though T am not sure I can remember rhyme enough for it.” 
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There^waa a slight colour which paa&eti rapidly over Minna’s 
face, but she instantly regained her composure, and stood oioct 
by her father, as o^je superior to any little jest to whi«4i her 
situation might give rise. • 

Her father, after «ome rubbing of his brow, and other luo- 
clianical efforts to assist his memory^ at length revered vetse 
sufficient to put the following query, though in less gallant 
strains than tiiose of Halero :— 

M AON 08 TrOIL. 

Motlier, hp<‘Ak, and do not tarfy, 

Here’s a maiden fain Would many. 

Shall she marry, or not t 
If she marry, wjpt'slier lot !" 

A (b*ep sigh was uttered withm the tabernacle of the. sooth 
sayer, as if she cornpu»8ioua|ed the subject of the doom w'liich 
slio was oITliged to pronounce. She then, uaUid, returned 
her resoonse;— 

Nouna. 

“ Untoucli’d by love, the maitlen’s breast 
Is like tlic snow on Itotia’s crest, 

So pure, so free from cartlUy dye, 

It seem*^ whilvt loaniug on tho ally, 

Part oI uic hoavon to wtiuh 'tis nigh ; 

But passion, like the wild AlaroitSiam, 

M.iy soil the wreath with m luy a stain 
VVe ga7e—the lovely vision's gone 
A torrent fills tho bed of stone, 

Th^, hurrying to destruction’s «ho<K, 

Leaps headlong from the lofty ro< k ” 

'I'Ke Udaller ht»ai<l this reply with liigli rcsentmciil. “ liy 
the bones of the IVIartyr,” he 8<iifl, his brave visage becoming 
suddenly ruddy, “this is an abuse of oDurtesyl. and, woie it 
any but youn^lf that bad classed, iny daugliter’s niiiiio and tlie 
word destruction together, they had better have left tlie woid 
un.SfXiken, But, come forth of the tent, thou old galdragdU,”* 
he added, with a smile—“I should have known that tlioii 
canst not long joy m anything that smacks of’ mirth, God hell) 
theo!” Ills summons received no answer; and, after waiting 
a inoraeut, he again addressed her—-^iSiity, nevei; be sullen 
with me, kinswoman, though I did speak a Jiasty word—thou 

* Qaldra Novae for a aorcereu, • 
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knowent I bear malice to fio one, least of all to thee-^-eo come 
forth, and let ns shake hands —Thou niightst have foretold 
the WVeck of my ship and boats, or a bail Iv'rrmg-fishery, and I 
fthould have said never a word, but Miiiua or Brenda, you 
know, are tilings which touch me nearer. *But come out, shake 
liHJidH, and tt'cro let tliere^he an end ori’t.” 

Norna returned no answer whatever to his repeated mvocar 
tions, and tlio corupaiiy began to look ujiod each other with 
some surprise, when the Udaller, raising the skui w'hich covered 
the ontraiicc of the ^ent, discovered that the interior w'as empty. 
Th(^ wonder was now general, and not unmixed with fear, for 
it seerfted iinjifw-sible that Noma could have, in any manner, 
escaped from the tabernacle in'which she was enclosed, without 
having liecii .diHcoverifil by theompaiiy. Gone, however, she 
was, and the Udallhr, alter a moment’s consideration, dropjjed the 
skin-euitain again over the eiitnmeo of the tent 

‘J My friemlh,* he said, with a crheerful countenance, “we 
have long known my kinswoman, and that lier ways are not 
like tliose of the Ordinary folks of this world. But she lyeans 
well by Hjaltland, and*bath the love of a sLster for me, and for 
my house , and no guest of mine needs either to fear evil, or 
to take otfence, at. her hand. I liavo little doubt she will bB 
witli u.s at dinner time.” “ , 

,.“Now, Heavell forbid'” said Mrs Baby^YellowleJ—“for, 
my glide Leildy Glowrowruin, to tell jour kddyship the truth, 

I likena cummers that can come and gae like a glance of the 
Bun, or the whisk of a wliirlwind.” ^ 

“ Speak lower, speak lower,” said the Lady Glowrownim, 
“and bo thankful that yon c.arlm hasna t^’en the house-side 
aw'iiy wi’*‘her The like of her have played w'arse pranks, and 
so has she hersell, unless she is the sairer lied on ” 

Similar murmurs iLn through the rest of the company, until 
the Udaller uplifteii his stentorian and im|M*nitiVe voice to put 
them to silemJli, and inviUMl, or rather commanded, the attend¬ 
ance of liLs guests to behold the boats set off for the /loa/ or 
deop^ea fishitig. 

•“The wind has been high since sunrise,” be said, “and had 
kept the boats in the liay • but now it was favourable, and they 
would sailninmedia^fely.” 

This sudden alteration of the weather occasioned sundry nods 
and wunks amongst the guests, who were not ludispo^ tc 
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c»ouu(i«k it \nth Norna’a sudden disappearance, but, witlwut 
{giving veut to observationa wlu(fth could not but diaiigroeablo 
to theu host, they followed hia stately step to tho shor^, aa tho 
lienl of deer follows the leading stag, wth all manner of re¬ 
spectful olwervancc.* 

* Note N. Forluuo-^oUuig rhynjc*. , 


CHAPTER TWENTY-SIiCO]^. 

Thm^ wjw a laughing devil in his snoflii^ 

That raised einoiious^jth of rage and four ; 

And vhrie hi« fto'w«i of hutro<l «larklv Ml, 

Hope ivitliering flod —and Meic^ sigh'd Jatowidl 

Tnii, COHSAIR, (’un(n / 

• • 

The ling*or white fishery is the princijwil ginploynient of the 
natives of Zetland, and was formerly that ufwu wliicfi the 
gentry chiefly depended for tlieir in<ome, and the poor tor 
their suliaistence. The fishing season is, therefore, likt" the 
harvest of an ag^SouItural country, the busiest and most im- 
• irortant, as well a-s the most animating, periixl of the ywir 

The fishermen of cav^i district assemble at paiticular stations, 
with Ulieir boats and erew's, and erect upon the shore 
huts, <Jompo.sed of shingle, and covered with turf, W'or t)u‘ir 
temporary lodging, and skeos, or dr}'iiig-house8 for the lisli , si* 
that tho lonely beach at once assumes the aiijM-aram <if an 
Indian town The liaiiks to which tliey repair for tin Hmif 
fisliiiig are often many miles distant from the station where 
the fisli IS dried ,^80 that they aie always twenty or Unity 
hours alisent, frequently longei , and under unfiivouraldc (ir 
cumstanees of wand and tide, they renffiin at #a, with a V(Ty 
small stock of proipsions, and in a Ixiat of a constriKtion wliidi 
seen^ extremely slender, for two or threxj daya^ and are some¬ 
times heard of no more. The departure of the fishers, tiiere- 
fore, on this occupation, has m it a character of* danger and of 
suffering, which renders it dignified, and the auxady of tJie 
females w^ho remaan on the lieach, w latching th^> dejiartnro of 
the lessening boat, or anxiously looking oift for its iieturn, gives 
liathoe to the scene.* 

* Note 0. Zetland finliferm-fli. , 

VOL, XlIJ, » 
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The scene, therefore, wa* m busy and anxious animation, 
when the Udaller and his fnends apjieared on the beach The 
vaiious crews of about thirty boats, amounting each to from 
three to five or six men, were taking leave their wives and 
female relatives, and jumping on board their long Norway skiffs, 
where their lines and taiikJe lay ready stowed Magnus was 
not an idle spectator of the 'scene , he went fioin one place to 
another, inquiring into the state of theur provisions for the 
voyage, and their pi ejavrations for the fishing—now and then, 
with a rough Dutch or Nol>e oath, abusing them for block¬ 
heads, fdt going to with their boats indifferently found, but 
always e^'ding by ordering fiom his own stones a gallviii of gin, 
a lispiind ol meal, or some sunilar essential addition to their 
sea-stores The lianly ^ sailors, oi. receiving such favours, ex- 
yircased their tluinki in the brief gnilf manner whiib their 
landlord best njipioved , but the women were more (‘lam(Wous 
in their giatitinle, which Magnus was often obliged to silence 
by ciirsing all fenia\e tongues from Eve’s doumwards 

At length all were on laiard and ready, tlie sails were hoisteff, 
the signal for deyiartiire givim, the rowers li^gau to pull, and 
all started from the shore, in strong emulu*jon to get first to 
tlie fishing grcMUid, and to have tlieir hues set before the rest, 
an exploit to which no little consequence was attached by the 
bout’s Clew who should be Iiajipy enough to perform it 

\Vhile they were yet within hearing of the shore, they 
'•hunted an iincient Nome ditty, apyiropnate to the occasion, of 
whiih Claud Halcro had executed tlie following literal trans¬ 
lation — 

" Furowell, nierrj luauh'Dit, to nong aiul to laugh, 

Fo' the brave lads of Westra are bound to toe Haaf, 

\iul we niu^t have lalxuir, and liunger and pain, 

Rre we dance with the maids of Dvinrossuesa again 

“ For now, in our trim boats of Noroway deal, 

Wtj muflt dame on the wavea, with the pofpowe and seal; 
Thev-bn^f-ze it shall pi|»€, so it pipe not Um high, 

And the gull \m' our songstress whene'er she tilts by. 

“ ^ing on, mj brave bird, while we follow, like thee. 

By liank, shoal, and ejuuksand, the swamis of the sea; 

,\nd w(ieii iwcntv-Hcorti lishea are stTaimng our hue. 

Sing louder, br ve'butl, for their shall lie thme. 

' We’ll sing while We liait, and we’ll wng when we baal. 

For the deejis of ^’’e Haaf hate enough for us all 
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, TTjere w torsk for the 2 Mi<l skate for Urn carle, 

Anti there’s wealth for bold Mjignus, the son of the eaiL 

” Huzza I luy brave comrades, give way for tlia Hauf, * 

We shall sBoner come back to the dange and the laugh , 

For life without mirth la a lamp without oil. 

Then, mirth and long life to the Ixdd Magnus Trod 1” 

The rude words of the song wert) soon drowned m the npjile 
of the waves, but the tune continued long to mingle with the 
sound of wind and sea, and the boats wert^hke so many black 
specks on the surface of the ocean, diminishing by degrees as 
they bore far and farther seaward , wlfile tlio ear could dig 
tinguish kiuches of the human voice, almost dyowncd amid that 
of the elements • 

The fiishermon's wives loeked their, hist after tlio parting 
saili^ and were now departing slowly, •witli downmt and 
anxious looks, towards tlie huts in wduch they were to make 
arrangements for preparing and drying tli^ hsh, with which 
they hoped to see their husbands and Incnds *return (Teejily 
laden. Here and there an old sibyl displayed the siiiienor im¬ 
portance of her Experience, by prcdiclyng, from tbo appeAranco 
of tlie atmosphere that the wind would be fair or toul, while 
, others recommended a vow to the Kirk of Samt Niiuans, for 
the safety of their men and boats (an ancient Catholic sufKir- 
stitiom not yet wholly abolLshcd), and others, but in a low and 
timorous tone, Eegretted to their companions, that ^oina of 
Fitful Head had been suffered to depart in discontent tha^ 
morning from Burgh Westra, “ and, of all days in tl c year, 
that they suld harC contrived to give her displeasure on I .e first 
day of the white-fishing 

The gentry, guests of Magnus Troil, having whjed away as 
much time as could lie so dhiposed of, in viewing the little 
armament set sad, and in conversing wi4h the {>(ior women who 
had seen thep’ friends embark in it, began now to separate into 
vanoufl groups and jiarti^, which 8trolh*d in ^different direc¬ 
tions, as fancy led them, to enjoy what may be calfed the clair- 
obecure of a Zetland summer day, which, though witliout the 
brilliant sunshine that cheers other countnes dunng the fine 
season, has a mild and pleasing character of^its own, that 
Boftens while it saddens landscapes, wliicl% in thcir.own lonely, 
bare, and monotonous tone, have somethmg in them stem as 
well os barren. 
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In one of the loneliest recesses of the coast, where a deep 
indenture of the rocks gave the tide access to the cavern, or, as 
it IS called, the Helyer of Swartaster, Minna Trod was walking 
With Captain Clevelupd. They had probably chosen that walk, 
as being little liable to intemiption from others , for, as the 
forc 6 of the tide rendered the place unfit either for fishing or 
sailing, 80 it was not the ordmary resort of walkers, on account 
of its being the supposed habitation of a Mermaid, a race 
which Norwegian 'SU[>er 8 tition invests with magical as well 
as mischievous •qualities. Here, therefore, Mmna wandered 
with her lover. 

A smr'’l spot o^ milk-white sand, that stretched beneath one 
of the ])recipices which walled' in the cieek on cither side, 
afforded them space for a dry, firm, and pleasant walk of about 
n liundred yards, terminated at one extremity by a dark stretch 
of the bay, which, scarce touched by the wind, seemed almost 
iw smooth as glass, and which was seen from between two 
lofty" locks, the jaws of the creek, or indenture, that approached 
ea(‘h other aliove, as if they wLshed to meet over the dark tide 
that depurated them Tbe other end of tluur promenade was 
closed by a lofty and almost uriscaleable precipice, the abode 
of Imndreds of sea-fowl of different kinds, in the bottom of 
which the huge holyer, or sea-cave, itself yawned, as if for the 
purpose of RWfillowing up the advancing tide, which it jeemed 
to receivi into an abyss of immeasurable de^th and extent. 
The entrance to this dismal cavern consisted not in a single 
arch, as usual, but was divided into two, by a huge pillar of 
natural rock, which, rising out of the sea, and extending to the 
top of the cavern, seemed to lend its support to the roof, and 
thus farmed a double portal to the helyer, on-which the fisher¬ 
men and peasants had bestowed the rude name of the Devil’s 
Nostrils. In this wnld scene, lonely and undisturbed but by 
the clang of the sea-fowl, Cleveland had already met with 
Minna Troil ir^pre than once; for with her it was a favourite 
walk, as the objects which it presented agreed peculiarly with 
the love of the w’lld, tlie melancholy, and the wonderful. But 
iiQW the conversation m which she was earnestly engaged, was 
such as entirely to withdraw her attention, as well as that of 
her companion, from the scenery around them. 

“You cannot deny it,” she said; “you have given way to 
feelings respecting this young man, which indicate prejudice 
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and fiolence—tlie prejudi{^ unmerited, as far as you are 
concerned at least, and the violence equally iinpnulent and 
unjustifiable , • 

“ I should have thought/' replied Clevehind,'' that the service 
I rendered him yesteiday might have freed me from such a 
charge. I do not talk of my oi^ risk, for ^ have lived in 
danger, and love it, it is not every one, however, would have 
ventured so near the furious animal to save one with whom they 
had no connection.” , • 

“ It is not every one, indeed, who could Have savjgd him,” 
answered Mmna, gravely, “ but every ono who lias courage 
and generosity would have attempted it. ^he giddy-braiued 
Claud Halcro would have done* as much as you, had his stieugtb 
been equal to his courage—my fathtr would have done as 
muiih, though having such just cause of rSseiitmont against tlie 
young wan, for his vam aiid braggart abuhC of our hospitality 
Do not, Iherofore, boast of your exploit too much, my. good 
fnend, lest you should make me think that it lec^iirod too great 
ai^effort I knqw you love not Moidaunt*Mcrtoun, thouj^h you 
“xposed your own life to save hw.” • 

“ Will you all 5 w nothing, then,” said Cleveland, for the 
long misery I was made to endure from the common and 
prevailing report, thatftliis beardless binl-liunter stood lietwixt * 
me and what I /m earth coveted most—the alTectjons of l^ijliiina 
TroiU” • 

He S].ioke in a tone at once impassioned and insinufi'irig, ai;ii 
his whole language and manner seemed to express a g tee and 
elegance, which 'formed the most striking contrast i ith the , 
speech and gesture of the un{)o)ished seaman, winch he usually 
affected or exnibited. But his apology was unsatisfactory to 
Minna. 

** You have known,” she said, pAbapa too soon, and too 
well, how little you had to fear—if you indeed feared—that 
Mertoiin, or any other, had interest with Miima Trod,—Nay, 
truce to thanks and jirotestations; I would accept it as the best 
proof of gratitude, that you would be reconeded With this youth, 
or at least avoid every quarrel with him ” 

“ That we should be friends, Minjia, is impos'^ible,” replied 
Cleveland; *‘even the love I bear yo^, the most powerful 
emotion that my heart ever knew, cannot work that miracle.” 

“ And why, I pray you T’ said Minna, “ there havQ been 
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no evil offices between you, but rather an exchange of ffiiitual 
Kervicea , wliy can you not be friends ?—I have many reasons to 
wish it."^ 

“ And can you, thfen, forget the sbghts which he has cast 
upon^ Brenda, and on yourself, and on your father’s house 

“ I can forgive them all,” |iaid Minna ,—“ can you not say so 
much, who have m truth received no offence'?” 

Cleveland looked down, and paused for an instant; then 
raisefl his head, and'^rephed, “J[ might easily deceive you, Minna, 
and pioioise yoif wln^ my soul tells me is an impossibility, 
but 1 am forced to use too much deceit with others, and with 
you I will use none I cannot b^ friend to this young man •— 
there is a natural dislike—an mstinctive aversion—something 
like a })rmcii)lc ni rcpukcon m our mutual nature, which makes 
UH odious to caedi other. Ask himself-—he wull tell you he has 
tlie same antipathy against me. The obligation he ^omferred 
on me was a bridle to my resentment, but I was so galled by 
the lestraint, that I could have gnawed the curb tiU my lips 
■were Idoody ” 

“ You have w'oni wdiaf you are w’ont to call your iron mask 
HO long, that your features,” replied Minna, “Vtain the impres¬ 
sions of its rigidity even when it is removed ” 

“ Y^'ou do me injustice, Minna,” replied her lover, “ and you 
are a/igry wuth me because I deal with you plaiijy and honestly. 
Plainly alid honestly, however, will I say, that I cannot be 
Slortoun’s fneud, but it slmll be his ONvn fault, not mine, if I 
am ever Ins enemy I seek not to injure hii/i, but do not ask 
me to love him. And of this remain satisfied, that it would be 
vain even if I could do so, for as sure as I., attempted any 
advances to^'ards his confidence, so sure would I be to awaken 
Ins disgust aud suspicion Leave us to the exercise of our 
natiual feelmgs, which, as they wdll unquestionably keep us as 
far se[)arate as possible, are most likely to prevent 'any possible 
interference witlf each other —Does this satisfy you ?” 

“ It must,*’ siud Mmna, “ smce you tell me there is no remedy. 
—And now tell" me why you looked so grave when you heard of 
yoftr consort’s arrival—for tliat it is she I liave no doubt—in 
the port of Kirkwall I” 

“ I fear,” replied CleVeland, the consequences of that vesseTs 
arrival with her cre-w, as comprehending the ruin of my fondest 
hopes. I had made some progress in your father’s favour, and. 
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With finie, mi^fht have made more, when hither come Hawkiua 
and the rest to blight my prospects for ever. I told you on 
what terms we piyted I then commanded a vessel braver and 
better found than their own, with a crew W'ho, at my slightest 
nod, would have* faced fiends aimed w'lth their own fiery 
element; but I now stand alone, a single man.^destitute of all 
means to oveniwe or to restram them , and they in ill soon show 
so plainly the ungovernable license of their habits and disposi¬ 
tions, that rum to themselves and, to me wHl m all probability 
be the consequence ” ' 

‘‘ Do not tear it," said Minna, “ my lather can never be so 
unjust as to hold you liable for the offences of others ^ 

“ But what will Magnus Trod say to my own dements, fair 
Minna?" said Cleveland, smiling. • , 

“•My father is a Zetlander, or rather* a Norwegian," said 
Minna, .“one of an oppressed race, who will not care whether 
you tougfit against tlie Spaniaids, who are* the tyrants <^f the 
New World, or against the Dutch and Englihli, wlio have 
succeeded to tl(^5ir usuiped doramious. * llis own aiicesteis 
Bupjxirted and exercised the freedom (tf the seas ui those f;allaijt 
barks, whose penrfona were the dread of all Europe " 

“I fear, nevertheless,” said Cleveland,,“ that the de^scend- 
ant of an ancient seeking wuU scarce acknowle<lge n fitting ' 
acquaintance iij a modern rover I have not disguised^ from 
you that I have reason to dread the Eugliah law's; and Magnus, 
though a great enemy to taxes, imposU, scat, watti*, and 'lo 
forth, has no ideij of latitude upon pomts of a moi general 
character,—he Vould willingly reeve a rope to the yard-arm 
for the benefit §f an unfortunate bucanier " 

“ Do not suppose so," said Mmna, “ he himself sutlers too 
much oppression from the tyrannical laws of qur jnoud neigh¬ 
bours of Scotland I trust he will lioon be able to nse in 
rcfistance against, them The enemy—taich I w'lll call them -- 
are now divided amongst themselves, and ever 3 >ve.ssel from their 
coast brings intelligence of fresh commotions—tlie Highlands 
against the Lowlands—the Wdliamites against the Jacobites 
—the Whigs against the Tones, and, to sum the whole, the 
kmgdom of England against that of Scotland ^ What is there, 
as Claud Halcro well hmted, to preveni* our ava:4mg ourselves 
of the quarrels of these robbers, to asweit the mdepcndcnce of 
which wc are deprived ?” , 
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“ To hoist the raven standard on the Castle of Scalloway^,” said 
Cleveland, in imitation of her tone and manner, “ and proclaim 
your father Earl Magnus the First^ 

Earl Magnus the Seventh, if it please you,” replied Minna; 
“ for SIX of his ancestors have worn, or were» entitled to wear, 
the Coronet liefore him. You laugh at my ardour—but what 
IS there to prevent all this ?”* 

“ Nothing will prevent it,” replied Cleveland, “ because it will 
never be attempted*—Anythir^g might prevent it, that is equal 
in stiongth to the long-boat of a British man-of-war,” 

“ YouYreat us with''scorn, sir,” rephed Minna, “ yet yourself 
should krt'iw whaba few resolved men may perform.” 

“ But they must be armed, Minna,” replied Cleveland, “ and 
willing to place their lives ujion bach desperate adventure — 
Think not of such 'Visions. Denmark has been cut dpwn 
into a second-rate kingdom, incapab)e of exchanging a single 
broadside with Ei^gland, Norway is a starving wflderuess, 
and in these islands, the love of mdependenoe has been sup- 
pi cssed by a long teim of subjection, or shows itself but in a 
few mattered growls ovcr«the bowl and bottle,—And were your 
men as willing warriors as their ancestors,*- what could the 
unaiined crews of q, few^ hshiug-boats do against the British 
' navy?—Think no moic of it, swTot Minlia—it is a dream, and 
I must term it so, though it makes your eye so \»nght, and your 
step so noble ” 

f. “ It IS indeed a dream !” said Minna, looking down, “and it 
ill becomes a daughter of Hjaltland to look ^ or to move like a 
fiee-woman—Our eye should be on tlie groufid, and our step 
slow and reliietaiit, as that of one w'ho obeys a taskmaster.” 

“ 1'liere ifcre lands,” said Cleveland, “ m w];iicli the eye may 
look bright uixm gioves of the palm and the cocoa, and where 
the foot may move lights as a galley under sail, over fields car¬ 
peted wuth flowers, and savannahs sun-ounfletl fey aromatic 
thickets, and wh^re subjection is unknown, except that of the 
brave to the bravest, and of all to the most beautiful.” 

Minna paused- a moment ere she rejilied, and then answered, 
“ No, Cleveland. My own rude country has charms for me, 
even desolate a§ you think it, and depressed as it surely is, 
which no other land oif earth can offer to me. I endea\our in 
vain to represent to myself those visions of trees, and of groves, 
which my eye never saw; but my imagination can conceive 



THE PIltATE. 


249 


uo sight? in nature more sublime than these waves, when agitated 
by a storm, or more beautiful, than wlien they come, os tliey 
now do, roUing m.calm tranquillity to the shore. Ni?t the 
fairest scene m a foreign land,—not the brightest sunbeam that 
ever shone upon tho richest laiidscaiie, would win my thoughts 
for a moment from that lofty rock, misty hill, and wide-rolling 
ocean. Hjaltland is the laud of my deceased ancestors, and of 
my living father, and m Hjaltland will I live and die." 

Then m Hjaltland,” answered (Cleveland* ** will I too live 
and die I will not go to Kii'kwall,—I will* not inqke my 
existence known to my comrades, from whom it were else haul 
for me to ^cape. Your father loves me, Miiftia , who* knows 
whether long attention, anxious* care, might nut bung him to 
receive me into hw family! Who would regard t^e length of a 
voyage that was certain to terminate in hapi^iuess!" 

“ Dream not of such an i%ue," said Minna; “ it is mijiossible 
While you‘live m my father’s house—whiU you receive .his 
assistance, and share his table, you will find him fSie generous 
friend, the hejprty host, but touch huit on what coiiecrns 
his name and family, and the frank-heSirted Udallcr will stait 
up before you the •liauglity and proud ilescondaut of a Nor- 
%"egiau Yail. See you,—a moment’s suspiaion has fallen on 
Mordaimt Mertoun, aiid'he has banished from his favour the 
youth wliom he qp lately loved as a son. No one must ajly 
with his house that is not of untainted northern descent^” 

“And mine may be so, for aught tliat is known to uixm 
the subject," said Cleveland 

“ How >" said JiHnna , “ have you any reason to believe your¬ 
self of Norse descent!" 

“ I have told you ];)efore,’’ rephed Cleveland, “ that fny family 
is totally unknown to me. I spent my earliest days upon a 
solitary plantation in the little island df Tortuga, under the 
charge of my* father, then a dutferent jKTson from what he 
afterwards became. We were plundered by t4ie Spaniards, 
and reduced to such extremity of poverty, that my father, in 
desperation, and in thirst of revenge, took up arm.^, and having 
become a chief of a little band, who were in llie same circum¬ 
stances, liecame a bucanier, as it is called, and crnised against 
Spain, with various vicissitudes of good aiifl bad for^ine, until, 
while he interfered to check some violence of hia companions, 
he fell by their hands—no uncommon fate among the captains 



260 


VVAVERLICY NOVELS 

of theeo rovers But whence my father came, or wnai was the 
place of hiB birth, I know not, fair Minna, nor have I ever 
had a'cunoiiB thought on the subject ” f 

“He was a Bntdn, at least, your unfortunate father?” said 
Myina 

1 have no doubt of it,” said Cleveland , “ his name, which 
I liave rendered too formidable to be oficuly spoken, is an 
Englisli one , and his acquaintance with the English language, 
and even with Phfglish liter/iture, together with the pains which 
ho took, in bedcr d^ys, to te^ch me both, plainly spoke him to 
be an Englisliman, If the rude bearing which I ^display to¬ 
wards bthers ij/ not t hdlLgenujne character of my mind and 
manners, it is to iny father, Minna, that I owe any share of 
better thoughts and prmcij)les, wbieh may render me worthy, 
in some small degree, of your notice and approbation * And 
vet it sornetmies seems to me, that*I have two diffcront charac¬ 
ter , for I cunnrit bring inyselt to believe, that I, who now 
walk this Ibne lieaeh wnth the lov^ely Minna Trod, and am 
peiipitted to spoiik*i() hei of the passion whhili I have chenrhed, 
have ever been the dartng leader of the liold baud w'hosc name 
w'as as terrilile as a tornado ” * 

“You bad not*been jxjrmitted,” siud Mmna, “to use that 
iKild language towanls the daugliter o! hlagnus Trod, had y<‘U 
‘ui)i been the brave and undaunted leader, w'ho, with so small 
means,‘'lias maile liis name so forniulable My heart is like 
’ that of a maiden of the ancient days, and is to be W'on, not by 
fair w’ords, but by gallant deeds.” , 

' Alas ! that heart,” said Cleveland , “ and what is it that I 
may do—what is it that man can do, to wiy m it the interest 
which I dbsire?” • 

“Rejoin your friends—pursue your fortunes—leave the rest 
to destiny,” said Minna “ Should you return, the leader oi a 
gallant fleet, who can fell wdiat may befall V* • 

“ And ^yha# shall assure me, tliat, w'hen I return—if return 
I ever shall—I may not find Minna Trod a bride or a spouse? 
- --No, Minna, I will not trust to destiny the only object worth 
TLttaming, which my stormy voyage in life has yet offered me.” 

“ Hear mej” said Muma. “ I w^dl bind myself to you, if you 
dare accept such an*engagement, by the promise of Odin,* the 
most sacred of our northern rites which are yet practised among 
• * Kot« P Pronupe of Odiu 
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Uft, thaf 1 will never favour another, until you resifjn the pro- 
tensione which I have given to you,—Will that satisfy you?— 
for more I cannot-rDaore I will not give,” * 

“ Then with that,” said Cleveland, afte^' a moment’s pause, 
“I must perforce be sattsfied,—but remember, it is yourself 
that throw me back upon a mode ,of life which the laws of 
Britain denounce as cnminal, and which the violent passions 
of the daring men by whom it is pursued, have rendered 
infamous.” , 

“But I,” said Mmna, “am superior to such prejudices. In 
warring with England, I see their laws in^igj other light than 
as if you 'were engaged with an ehemy, whfo, in fubiess of 
pride and power, has declaroil lie will give his antagonist no 
quarter A brave man will not fight .the wori^o for this,— 
and, /or the manners of your comrades, sd that they do not 
infect your own, why should their evil report attach to you ?” 

Cleveland gazed on her as she sjioke, yith a degrejj of 
wondenng admiration, m which, at the same time,othere lurked 
a smile at her smiylieity 

“I could not,” he said, “have believed, that such higli 
courage could havef been found united with such ignorance of 
•the world, as tiie world is now wielded. .F'or my imtnncrs, 
they who best know meVill reiidily allow, that I have done my 
best, af the risl^ of my popularity, and of my life itself,^ to 
mitigate the ferocity of my mates , but how can y(.n tea<*}i 
humanity to men burning with vengeance against tie world . 
by wliom they are jiroscnbed, or teach them temperan e and 
moderation in enjftying the pleasures which chance throws in 
their way, to vary a life which would be otherwise one constant 
scene of peril ana li^dship?—But this promise, Mmiia--this 
promise, which is all I am to receive in guerdon /or iny faithful 
attachment—let me at least lose no tunehn claiming that.” 

“ It must not be* rendered here, but in Kirkwall.—Wo must 
invoke, to witness the engagement, the Spirit jkvhiih presidivi 
over the ancient Circle of Steimis But perhaps you fear to 
name the ancient Father of the Slam t(M>, the Severe, the 
Terrible ?” 

Cleveland smiled. 

“ Do me the justice to thmk, lovely MiAna, that d am little 
subject to fear real causes of terror; and for those which are 
visionary, I have no sympathy whatever.” 
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“You believe not m them, then,” said Minna, “and are ao 
far better suited to be Brenda’s lover than mine.” 

“ I will believe,” replied Cleveland, “ in whatever you believe. 
The whole inhabitarite of that Valhalla, about which you con¬ 
verse so much with that fiddling, rhyming fool, Claud HaJcro— 
all'these shall Jtiecome living and existing things to my credulity. 
But, Minna, do not ask me to fear any of them.” 

“ Fear ' no—not to fmr them, surely,” repbod the maiden ; 
“ for, not before Thor or Qdin, when they approached in the 
fulness of then* terrors, did the heroes of my dauntless race 
yield one foot m /.etTreat Noi do I own them as Deities—a 
t)etter kith presents so foul an eiTor But, in ouf own con- 
rcption, tliey are f)owerful spirfts for good or evil And when 
you boast not to fear them, bethiilk you that you defy an enemy 
of a kind you have ^ever yet encountered.” , 

“ Not in these northern latitudes,” said the lovegr, with a 
smile, “ where hitherto I have seen but angels; But I have 
faced, in my^tinie, the demons of the Equinoctial Line, which 
we rovers suppose be as powerful, and as ]^alignant, as- t|:i08e 
of tlfe north ” • 

“ Have yon, then, witnessed those wonders that are beyond 
the visilile world ?” said Minna, with some degree of awe * 

Cleveland comiiosed his countenance,♦and replied,—“ A short 
wiqle before my father’s death, I came, though^then ver/ young, 
into tho command of a sloop, manned with thirty as desperate 
^fellows as ever handled a musket. Wo cruised for a long while 
with bad success, takmg notliing but wretched small-craft, 
which were destined to c^tch turtle, or otherwise loaded with 
coarse and w'orthless trumpery, I had much ado to prevent 
my comrades from avenging upon the cre'^^s of those baubling 
shallops the disappomtmeut which they had occasioned to us. 
At length we grew desperate, and made a descent on a village, 
where wo w^ere told w'o shoidd intercept thv mules of a certain 
Spanish goveri^or laden with treasure. We succeeded in carry¬ 
ing the place, but wlule I ende4iV0ured to save the mhabitants 
from the fury of ray followers, the muleteers, with their pre- 
eioiis enrgo, escaped mto the neighbourmg woods. This filled 
up the measure of my impopularity. My {leople, who had 
been long •discontenHed, became openly mutmoua. I waa de¬ 
posed from my command, in solemn council, and condemned, 
as ^avmg too bttle luck mid too much humanity for the pro- 
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feesion J had midertaken, to l>e marooned,* aa the phrase goes, 
on one of those little sandy, bnshy islets, which are called in 
the West Indies, keys, and which are frequented only by turtle 
and by sea-fowl. 'Many of them are supposed to be haunted 
—some by the demons worshipped by the old inhabitants— 
some by Caciques and others, whom the Spaniards had put to 
death by torture, to compel them to discover their hidden 
treasures, and others by the various spectres in which sailors oi 
all nations have implicit faith t My place of .banishment, called 
Ooflin Key, about two leagues and'" a lialf to the south-east of 
Bermudas, was so infamous as the resort )f these supenuitiiral 
inhabitants, that I believe the wealth of would ^ot. have 

persuaded the bravest of the scoindrels who put me ashore theic, 
to have spent an hour on tlie islet alone, oven in broad daylight, 
and when they rowed off, they pulled for the^sloojMike men that 
(lanKf not cast their eyes behind them. And there they left 
me, to 8u1)iist as I might, o*n a speck of uitproduetive sand, sur¬ 
rounded by the boundless Atlantic, and bauflted,^as they ‘'Sui> 
posed, by malignant demons ” , 

‘^And what wiiS the consequence?” tiiiid Minna, eagerly. 

“ I supported life,” said the adventurer, “ at the exiiense of 
^uch sea-fowl, aptly called boobie.8, os wore silly enougli to let 
me approach so near as •to knock them <lown with a stick . and 
by means of turtle-eggs, when these complaisant birds hecaine 
better acquainted'wdth the mischievous disposition of the huftian 
species, and more shy, of course, of my advances ” 

“And the demons of whom you spoke?”—continued . ^inna. 
“I had my se«ff)t apprehensions ujioii their accouni,” said 
Cleveland “ In open day-light, or in absolute darkness, I did 
not greatly apprijhend their approach, but m the ipisty dawn 
of the morning, or Vhon evening waa alxint to fall, I saw, ior 
the first week of my abode on the key,#naiiy a dim and unde 
fined spectre, jnow resembling a Spaniard, with his cajja urapja^d 

around him, and Imi huge sombrero, as laigo as an mnbrella, 

• 

* To maroon a seaman, signified to abandon linn on a desolate coast or 
island—a piece of cruelty often practised by Pirates and Bucaniers. 

■f An elder brother, now no more, who was educated In the navy, and 
had been a inidshipman m Rodney's squadron lu the West Indies, us6<l to 
astonish the author's boyhood with tales of those bauntoil islets On on© 
of them, called, I believe, Coffin Key, the seamen positively aefused to pass 
the night, and came off every evening while they were engaged in complet¬ 
ing the watering of the vessel, returuiDg the loUowuig sunrise. 
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ii[K)n hivi head—now a Dutch sailor, Avith his rough ^ap and 
tniiik-hoee—and now an Indian Cacique, with his feathery 
crown^and long lance of cane,” 

“ Did you not approach and address them*?” said Minna. 

“ I always approjiched them,” replied the seaman , “ but—I 
grwjvo to disapjjomt your expectations, myVair friend—when¬ 
ever I drew nfcar them, the phantom changed into a bush, or a 
j)U‘ce of di iftwood, or a wreath of mist, or some such cause of 
decejition, until at last I was taught by expenence to cheat 
myself no hmgjjr with such \isious, and continued a solitary’ 
inhabitant ot Coffin Key, as little aJariued by visionaiy terrors, 
as I pvej' was great cabin of a stout vessel, with a score 

of companions aiound me ” «. 

“ You have cheated me into listening to a tale of nothing,” 
said Minna; hut |;io^ long did you continue on the island ?” 

“ Four weeks of wretched existence,” said Cleveland, ‘“when 
I was relieved by the crew of a •vessel wdiich cajife thither 
a-tmthng Yet ifiy miserable seclusion was not entirely useless 
to mo, for on tlu^t spot of barren sand I found, or rather 
forgiid, the iron-mask, w'hidi has since I>een* my chief secilrity 
against treason, or mutiny of my followeiy It was there I 
tormed the resolution to seem no softer hearted, nor better^ 
instnuted—no mrire humane, and ni:; more scrupulous, than 
those wntli wliom fortune had leagued me I thought ^ver my 
former ston, and saw that seennng more btave, skilful, and 
enterpribiug than others, had gamed me command and respect, 
*and that seeming more gently nurtured, and more civilised 
than they, had made them envy’ and hats ,me as a being of 
another sjiec’ics I bargained with myself, then, that smee I 
could not lay aside my superiority of intellect and education, I 
would do my best to disguise, and to sink m the rude seaman, 
all appearance of bettoj feeling and better accomplishments. I 
foresaw then what has since happened, that, under the appear- 
luice of danng obduracy, I should acquii^ such a habitual 
command over my followers, that I might use it for the insur¬ 
ance of discipline, and for rehevmg the distresses of the wTetches 
w^o fell under our power. I saw, in short, that, to attam 
authority, I must assume the external semblance, at least, of 
those over whbm it ^as to be exercised. The tidings of my 
fathers fat^, while it excited me to wrath and to revenge, 
ixmhrmed the resolution I had adopted. He also had fallen a 
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victim to his superiority of mind, morals, and manners, above 
those whom he commanded They wore wont to call him tlie 
Gentleman ; and, unquestionably, they thought he waited some 
favourable opjiortuAity to reconcile liimsdf, perhaps at* thoir 
expense, to those existmg fonns of society his habits seemed 
best to suit 'a'lth, *and, even therefore, they murdered h«n 
Nature and justice alike called on me for revenge* I was soon 
at the head of a new body of adventurers, who are so numerous 
m those islands I sought not after those by^whom I had been 
m^yself marooned, but after the wietehes who had betrayed iny 
father^ and on them I tcKik a revenge so ki'verc, that it was of 
itself sufficient to stamp me with the chartu^i^of that inexor¬ 
able ferocity which I was desuroua to be thoujijiit to possess, 
and which, i>erbaps, was gfadually creeping on my natnial 
disposition m actual earnest My manncfl*, lya'ocli^ ami conduct, 
seemdb so totally changed, that those who formerly knew me 
were dis]>f)sed to ascribe thb alteration to my intercourse with 
the demons who hauiiU‘d the sands of Coflii^Key , nay, t4iero 
w'ere some, Buperstitious enough to believe,I bad actually 
fonited a league wHh them " ^ , 

“I tremble to Ijeor the rest’*’ said Minna, “did you not 
J^ecome the monster of courage and cnieity whose character you 
aseumed'?” , • 

“If 1 have escaped being so, it is to jou, Minna,” replicii 
(yleveland, “ that* the wonder must ]>e ascribed It is trtH), I 
have always endeavoured to distiiiguihli myHclf rather 1*/ acts of 
adventurous valour, than by Bcbemcs of revenge or of pi mder,* 
and that at lengtl^J could save lives by a rude jest, and some 
tmies, by the excess of the measures which I myself proi>osed, 
could induce those under me to intcrce^le m favour of prisoners , 
80 that the seeming •seventy of my character has b^ter served 
the cause of humanity, than had I appeyed directly devoted to 
it.” 

He ceased, *and & Mmna replied not a word, both remained 
silent for a little space, when Cleveland again i^umcd the dis¬ 
course— 

“ You are silent,” he said, “ Miss Troil, Itnd I have injured 
myself in your opmion by the frankness w ith winch I have laid 
my character before you. I may truly ^y, that my natural 
disposition has been controlled, but not altered, by tfie untoward 
c’mimstances in which I am placed.” 
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“ I am uncertain,” said Minna, after a moment’s ccusidera* 
tion, ** whether you had been thus candid had you not known 
I should soon see your comrades, and discover from their con¬ 
versation and their juanners what you would otherwise gladly 
have concealed ” 

You do me injustice, Minna, cruel injustice From the in¬ 
stant that you knew me to be a sailor of fortune, an adventurer, 
a bucanier, or, if you will have the broad word, a pirate, what 
}mi you to expect h‘8s than what T have told you 

“You speak,too truly,” Said Minna—“all this I might have 
anticipfited, and I know not how I should have expected it 
otherwise But^/c scorned to mo that a war on tlft cmel and 
superstitious Spaniaids liad in it something ennoblmg—some¬ 
thing that refined the fierce employment to which you have 
juht now given its tJ'ue and dreaded name. I thought that the 
iiidependciit warriors of the Western Ocean, raised up, as it 
wore, to puiiisli the wrongs of so many murdered ami plundered 
trilies, inust,hav(* had something of gallant elevation, like that 
of the Sons of the l^orth, whose long galleys avenged on so ipany 
coasts the fippie^sions pf degenerate Rome' This I thought, 
and this I dreamed—I gneve that I am aw'akened and unde¬ 
ceived Yet I blame you not for the erring of my own fancy —* 
Farewell, w'O must now part ” » 

“ Say, at huast,” said Cleveland, “ that you do not hold me in 
horror for having told you the truth ” 

“I must have time for refleetion,” said Minna, “time to 
' weigh what you have said, ere I can fully understand my own 
feelings. Thus much, however, I can sn^ even now, that he 
who pursues the wucked purpose of plimder by means of blood 
and cruelty, and who must veil his remains eft' natural remorse 
under an affectation of sujierior profligacy, is not, and cannot 
be, the lover whom Minna Troil expected to find in Cleveland; 
luid if she still love him, it must be as a pejutent, and not as a 
hero.” ^ 

So saying, she extricated herself from his grasp (for he still 
endeavoured t-o detain her), making an imperative sign to him 
to ^Drbear from follow'ing her —“ She is gone,” said Cleveland, 
looking after her, “ wild and fanciful as she is, I expected not 
this —She startled i\ot at the name of my perilous course of life, 
yet seems totally unprepared for the evil which must necessarily 
attend it, and so all the merit I have gained bv my resemblance 
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to a dianapion, or King of the Sea, is to be lost at once, 
because a gang of pirates do not prove ta be a choir of saints. 
I would that Racl^^, Hawkins, and the rest, had lieeu* at the 
bottom of the Kace of Portland—I would the Peutland Firth 
had swept them tp hell rather than to Orkney ! I will not. 
however, quit the chase of this angel for all that these fidhds 
i»n do. I will—I must to Orkne^ before the *\Jdaller makiis 
his voyage thither—our meeting might alarm even his blunt 
understanding, although, thank Heaven, in this wild country, 
men know the nature of our trade only by hearsay, through our 
honest friends the Dutch, who take care to spealc very ili 
of those fliey make money by.—Well, if w^ine wiuld but 
stand my fnend with this b^utiful enthusiast, r would purhuc 
her whed no farther at sea, blit set my«gll down amongst, these 
rock^ as happy as if they w^ere so many gwvea ctf bananas and 
palmetto^s.” ^ 

With tlftse an<l such thoughts, half rolling^in hia bosom, l>alf 
expressed in indistinct hints and murmurs, tlie jiiiate C]ev(!lau<i 
reamed to the mansion cif Burgh Westra • 


OHAPTtlR TWENTY-THIRD. 

# 

There vras shakuig of hauds, and Borrow of heait, 

For the hour was approaching when merry folks ninat pait , 

So we call’d for our lioraes, and ask’d for oiir way, 

While the jol^yaold landlord saul, “ Nothing’s to pay.” 

LiLIvIMIT, a Pol m 

Wb do not dwell u[)on the festivities of the day,#whi(th hiul 
nothmg in them to interest the reader particularly. The table 
groaned under the usual plenty, which* was disposed of by the 
guests with the usqal ajipetite—the bowl of j/unch was filled and 
emptied with the same celerity as usual—the iijpn quaffed, and 
the women laughed—Claud Halcro rhymed, punned,* and praised 
John Diyden—^the Udaller bumi>ered and saiig'chorusiis—and 
the evening concludeti, as usual, in the ngging-loft, as it was 
Magnus Troll’s pleasure to term tho dqncnng af^e/tment 

It was then and there that Cleveland,*a| proa< lung Magnus, 
where he sat betwixt his two daughters, intimated his intention 
of going to Kirkwall in a small bng, which l^ryce Rnailsfoot, 
vou xin a 



258 


waverley novels 


who had disposed of his goods with unprecedaited celerity, had 
freighted thither to procure a supply. 

Magnus heard the sudden proposal of his guest with surprise, 
not uninmgled with displeasure, and demand*^ sharply of Cleve¬ 
land how long it was since he had learned to prefer Bryce Snails- 
foot's company to his own 1 Cleveland answered, with his usual 
bluntness of manner, that time and tide tarried for no one, and 
that he had his own particular reasons for making his trip to 
Kirkwall sooner than the Udaller proposed to set sad—^that he 
hoped to meet with him and his daughters at the great fair, 
which was now closeS^ approaching, and might perhaps find it 
possible .to return4o Zetland along with them. 

While he sjioke this, Brenda ’kept her eye as much upon her 
sister as it was possible to do without exciting general observ’a- 
tion. She remarked that Minna’s pale cheek became yet paler 
while Cleveland sjxike, and that she seemed, by compressing her 
bps and slightly kjiittmg her brows, to be in the act of repress¬ 
ing !he effect" of strong interior emotion. But she spoke not; 
and when Clevelard, having bidden adieu to the Udaller. 
Jippr6aihed to salute her, as was then the custom, she received 
his farewell without trusting herself to attempt a reply. 

Brenda had her own trial approaching, for Mordaunt Mer- 
tonn, once so much loved by her fathCi, was now in the act of 
making Ills cold parting from him, without receiving U single 
loolc of fnendly regard. There was, indeed, sarcasm in the tone 
with which Magnus wished the youth a good journey, and r&- 
commeuded to him, if he met a bonny lass by the way, not to 
dream that she was in love because she chstoced to jest with 
him Mertoun coloured at w'hat he felt as an insult, though it 
was but h"lf intelligible to him; but he rememberetl Brenda, 
and suppressed every feeling of resentment. He proceeded to 
take his leave of the sL-ters Minna, whose heart was consider¬ 
ably softened towards him, received his farewell with some degree 
of interest; bu+ Brenda’s gnef was so visible in the kindness of 
her manner'and the moisture which gathered in her eye, that it 
was noticed even by the Udaller, who exclaimed, half angrily, 
“iVhy, ay, lass, that may be right enough, for he was an old 
acquaintance; ^but mind ! I have no will Hiat he remain one.” 

Mertoun, who was‘slowly leaving the apartment, half over¬ 
heard this disparaging observation, and half turned round to 
resent it. But hia purpose faded him when he saw that Brenda 
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had hmx obliged to lutve recourse to her handkerchief to hide 
her emotion, and the sense that it was exgted by his departure 
obliterated every thought of her father’s unkmdness.* ,He re¬ 
tired—the other‘guests followed his ex|unple, and many of 
them, like Clevel^d and himself, took their leave ovcr-uight, 
with the intention of commencing their homeward journey on 
the succeeding morning. • * 

That night, the mutual sorrow of Minna and Brenda, if it 
could not wholly remove the reserve which, had estranged the 
sisters from each other, at least Melted all its frozen and un¬ 
kindly symptoms. They wept in each othsr^ arms , anti though 
neither spoke, yet each became dearer to i|jo other* becuu'-<‘ 
they felt that the grief which (Milled forth tRsise drops had a 
source common to them bot^T ^ 

I^is probable, that though Brenda’s tcara*were5nobt abundiiiit, 
the grief of Mmna was most deeply seated , for, long aftci tluj 
younger had sobbed herself asleep, like a child, uptin her sLstei’s 
l>o8om, Minna lay awake, watching the dubmua ^vvilight, Vhih; 
t(ify after tear slowly gathered m her eye,,an(l found u curu nt 
down her cheek, ds soon as it became too heavy to be supportfMl 
by her long blacl# silken eyelashes. As she lay, l)e\vjldoic(l 
I among the sorrowful thoughts whujh supplied these tears, slui 
was surprised to distUguisli, beneath the window, tlie Honndrt 
of music. At first she supposed it was some freak of OJaiitl 
Ibilcro, whose Tautastic humour sometimes mdulgct^ itsetf lu 
such 8ereiia<.ies, But it was not the (fue of the old niinsticl^ 
but the guitar, that she heard, aii instrument whi<> none in 
the island knew hoV to touch except Cleveland, who hiu» learned, 
in his intfircourse with the South American Sjianiards, to 
on It with superfor execution. Perhaps it was m tl\^se (dimate- 
also that he had learned the song, which, though ho now sung 
it under the wnndow of a maiden of Thule, had (Mjrtainly ne\ei 
been comixispd for the native of a climate so nortlierly and so 
tHivere, since it spoke of productions of the eartb^and skies wlii( 1 j 
arc there unknown. 


1 . 

Lov« wftkftfi and weeps 
While Beauty sleepH . 

(Ifa for Music’s softest numbers, 

'Fo prompt a theme, 

For Beauty's dream, 

.Sort as the pUlorw of her slumbers I 


2 .' 

“ Throujfli groves of palm 
Sigh gixles of babii, 

Fire-fllfes on tli« .ifr ure wheeling ‘ 
Willie throijgli Cl»« gloom 
Comes soft j>erfuine, 

The distant bede <»f Howers ii'vealing 
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3 . 

** 0 wake and. Uve, 

No dream can give 
A shadow’d bliss, the real excsHing ; 

^ No longer sleep, 

Prom lattice peep, 

And list the tale that Love is telling I" 

The voice of Oleveland was deep, rich, and manly, and 
accorded well with the^ Spanish air, to which the words, probably 
a translation from the same ^angua|fe, had been adapted His 
invocation would not probably have been fruitless, could Minna 
have arisen withoij^ Awakening her sister. But that was im¬ 
possiblefor Br^^’^a, who, as we have already mentioned, had 
wpi)t bitterly *lSefore she had sunk into rejiose, now lay with 
lier face on her sister’s vock, and one arm stretched around her, 
in the attitude of a* child which has cried itself asleep ir. the 
anns of its nurse. It was impossible for Minna to extricate 
herself from her gjasp without awakening her, and' she could 
not, therefore, execute her hasty purjiose of donning her gown, 
and approaching the »vmdow to speak with Cleveland, who, ‘'he 
liad lib doubt, had resorted to this contrivance to procure an 
interview. The rest! amt was sufficiently prbvokmg, for it was 
more than piobable that her lover came to take his last fare- ' 
well, but that Brenda, inimical as sh6 seemed to be of late 
Inwards Oleveland, should awake and witness it, was a thought 
not to 1)6 endured. 

There was a short pause, m which Minna endeavoured more 
than once, with as much gentleness as possible, to unclasp 
Brenda’s arm from her neck, but whenever 'She attempted it, 
the slumberer muttered some little pettish sound, like a child 
disturbed in its sleep, which sufficiently showwi that persever 
ance in the attempt would awaken her fully. 

To her gre^vt vexation, therefore, Minna was compelled to 
leiiuiui still and silent; when her lover, as if detennined upon 
gaming her ear by music of another strain, sung the following 
fragment of a sea-ditty — 

^ “ ti’arewell ! Farewell ’ the voice you hear, 

Has left its last soft tone with you,— 
l[ts next must jom the seaward cheer, 

And akout among the ahoutuog crew. 

” 'rhe accents which I scarce could form 
Beneath your frown’s controUmg check. 
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Must give the word, above the 8V>nu, 

To cut the mast aud clear the wreck. 

“Thetimid eye I dared not raise,•- 

The hand that shook when press’d to thfaie, 

Mua^ point the guns upon the chase,— 

Must bid the deadly ciitlass shine. * 

“ To all I love, or hope, or fear,— 

Honour, or own, a long adieu I • 

To all that life has auftsuid dear, 

Farewell f save memory of yo^ j»> - “ 

He WRi? again silent; and again she, to the*serenado 
was addressed, strove in van; td arise without roSSliig her sister 
It was impossible; and she* had nothvpg before her but tlie 
unh^ipy thought that Cleveland was takiiiw leave in his desola¬ 
tion, witjiout a single glam^e, or a single woril Ho, too, whose 
temper wfft so fiery, yet who subjet'ted his violent mood^with 
such sedulous attention to her will,—eould she bat have stolen 
a moment to say adieu—to caution bun figainst new quarrels 
witli Mertoun—fo implore him to detach himself from* such 
comrades as he had described,—could she but have done this, 
«who could say what effect such parting jadmonitions might 
have had urioii his character—nay, upon the future events of 
his lifef? 

0 * 

Tantalised by such thoughts, Minna was about vto make 

another and decisive effort, when she heanl voic(» Ix'i.eath thr* 
window, and thought she could distmguish that they u re those 
of Cleveland and •Mertoun, speaking in a sharp tone, \vdnch, at 
the same time, seemed cautiously suppressed, as if the srieakers 
feared being ovelbeard. Alarm now mingled with ^er former 
desire to rise from Tbed, and she accomplished p-t once the pur¬ 
pose which she had so often attempted In vain. Brenda’s ann 
was unloosed irom,her sister’s neck, without the sleeper receiv- 
iug more alarm than provoked two or three UTuntelJigible 
murmurs ; while, with equal speed and silence, Minna put on 
some part of her dress, with the intention to steal to the window. 
But, ere she could accomplish this, the sound of the voices 
without was exchanged for that of blo^ and struggling, which 
terminated suddenly by a deep groan. • • 

Terrified at this last signal of mischief, Minna sprang to the 

• I oannot sqpprew ttft pride of saying, that these lines have Inisn beauAfuUy 
nrt U. ungiual QiUtilc, by Mis Arkwright IVrbyeblre 
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window, and endeavoured to open it, for the persons were «o 
close imdei the walls of the house that she could not see them, 
save by i>utting her I>ead out of the casement. The iron hasp 
was stiff and rusted, and, os generally happ^s, the haste with 
which she laboured to imdo it only rendered the task more 
ddhcult. When it was actJbmplish^, and Minna had eagerly 
thrust her body half out at the casement, those who had 
created the sounds which alarmed her were become invbible, 
excepting that she saw a shadow cross the moonlight, the sub- 
stanoe of which muptr have been in the act of turning a comer, 
which ciyicealed ih^rrom her sight. Tlie shadow moved slowly, 
and seemed tfeat of a man who suppoi'ted another upon his 
shoulders; an mdication which put the climax to Minna’s 
agony of mind. The wundow was not above eight leet from 
the ground, and she hesitated not to throw hereelf fnnn it 
hastily, and to pursue the object which had elicited her 
tcirot M 

lUit wdien she caiije to the corner of the buildings from w'hicli 
the shadow seemed to liaije been projected, she'dis(5ovcred nothing 
which could point out the way that the %v're had gone; and, 
after a moment's consideration, became sensible that all attcmiits, 
at piirsmt would lie alike wild and fmitless. Besides all the 
piojcctions and recesses of the many-angled mansion, and its 
numeroue offices'—besides the various cellars, storehouses, stables, 
and so forth, which defied her solitary search, there was a range 
of low rocks, stretching down to the liaveu, and which were, in 
fact, a contiiuiatiou of the ridge which formed its pier. These 
rocks had many mdeutures, hollows, and caverns, into any one 
of which the figure to which the shadow belonged might have 
ictired with his fatal burden; for fatal she feared it was most 
likely to prove <» 

A moment’s reflection, as we have said, ^nvii;ced Minna of 
the folly of farther pursuit. Her next thought w^as to alarm 
the family, but what tale had she to tell, and of whom was 
that tale to be told ?—on the other hmid, the wounded man— 
if mdeed he were wounded—alas, if indeed he were not mor¬ 
tally wounded, might not be past the reach of assistance; and, 
with this idea, she was about to raise her voice, when she was 
interrupted by that of Claud Halcro, who was returning ap¬ 
parently from the haven, and singing, in his manner, a scrap of 
an old Korse ditty, which might run thus in English .— 
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^ And you shall deal the funeral dole; 

Ay, deal it, mother nune, , 

'Co weary body, and to heavy soul, 

The %hite bread and the wine. 

• 

** And yop shall deal my horses of pride; 
Ay, deal them, mother nime ; 

And you shall deal my lands so wide, 
And deal my castles nine. 


But deal not vengeance for the deed,, 

And deal not for the onAie; 

The body to its place, and the soul to Hlavou s giucts 
And the rest in God's own tiine.^ v., 

• 

The singular adaptation 0 / these rhymes to rfce situation m 
which she found herself, seeifted to Mujna like a warning Ironi 
Heayen. We are speaking of a land ofeometA and suporsti- 
tions, anil pcrhajis will scarce be uiideistood by those wIiom; 
limited iiifagmation cannot conceive how strongly those ojieruie 
upon the human mind during a certain progress (jf society, A 


lin^ of Virgil, turned up casually, was rcijeived m the seven 
teeiith century, and m the court of England,* as an intimation 


of future events ; %nd no wonder that a maiden of the distant 
and wild isles of Zetland should have considered as an injuiu- 
tion from Heaven, verees which happouoif to convey a scu.se 
analoj^us to her present situation. 

“ 1 will be sifent,” she muttered—“ I will seal my Jijis— 


‘ The body to its place, ami the soul to Heaven's gj' c, • 

And the r^t in Gmi’s own time.' ” 

“Who speaks there?” said Claud Holcro, in some alarm , 
for he had not, !n his travels in foreign parts, bcen^iolo by .iny 
means to rid himself of his native superstitions. In the con 
dition to which fear and horror had reJkicod her, Minna was at 
<5rst unable, to rpply; and Halcro, fixing hia eyes upon the 
female white figure, which he saw indistmct^y (for she stood 
in the shadow of the house, and the morning Whs thick and 
misty), began to conjure her in an ancient rhyme which occurrcil 
to him as suited for the occasion, and which bad in its gibber¬ 
ish a wild and unearthly sound, which may ^ be lost m the 
ensuing translation:— • . 

• The celebrated Sortca VirgUianae were resorted to by CHiarles I. vJ 
hi« coorti^ w a mode of prying into futunty. « 
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“ Saint Mngnns control theo, that martyr of treason ; 

Saint Kouan relniice thoe, with rhyme and with roaeon ; 

By the moas of Samt Martin, the might of Saint Mary, 

6e thou gone, or thy weird ehall be worse if t.iou tarry ! 

If ol good, go hence and haliow thee,— 

If ot ill, let the earth swallow thee,— > 

If thou'it of air, let the grey mist fold thee,— 

If of harth, let the stjort mine hold thee,— 

If a Pixie, seek thy nng,— 

If a Nixie, aei'k thy spring — 

If on raidtvle earth thcjm’st been 
Slave of sorrow, shame, and sm, 

• Hast eat the/)road of toil and Stull', 

And (be^ the lot which men call hit, « 

Bof,bno stone I for thy c^^ffiu is scant of tlieo, 

The worrfi, thy play-fellow, wails for the want of thee ,— 

Hence, houseless gh^st I let the h'arlh hide thee, 

Till Michael shali bfow the blast, see that there thou bide thee I - 
I*hantom, fly hence ' take the Cross for a token, 

Hence paan till Hullowmass '—my spell is spoken ” 

“ (t i.s t. llUcro,” muttered Mmna, in a tone so thin and low, 
that it ini^ht have ^lassed tor the faint reply of the conjmed 
phanthm 

“You '—you I*’ said Halcro, hia tone of alarm changing to 
one of cxtieme snrpnsOj “by this moonlight, which is waning, ' 
and so it is '—Who could have thought to find you, my most 
lovely Night, wandermg abroad in your own •clement*—But 
you saw them, I reckon, as well as 1 1 —bold enough in you to 
follow them, though.” 

“ISaw whom?—follow whoml” said Minpa, hoping to gam 
some infoi mation on the subject of her fears and her anxiety 

“ The corfise-lights which danced at the haven„|' replied Halcro, 
“tliey bodo'no good, I promise you—^you wot well what the old 
ihyme says— 

‘ Where borpae-light 
Dances bright, , • 

Be it day or night, 

. ^ Be it light or dark, 

There shall corpse lie stiff and stark. 

T^ent half as far as the haven to look after them, but they 
had vanished. . I think ,I saw a boat put off, however-Hsome 
one boimd for the BSaaf, I suppose—I would w© had good 
news of tins fishing—there was Noma left us in auger—and 
then these corpse-lights I—^WeU, God help the while} I am 
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iiu old "nuoi, and can but wish that aJl were well over — But 
how now, my pretty Minna? tears in yoifr eyes?—And, now 
that I see you in the fair moonlight, barefooted too, by’Saint 
Magnus!—Were there no stockings of'Zetland wool soft 
enough for these pretty feet and ankles, that glance so wlute 
m the moonbeam ?~What, silent ?—sangry, perhaps,” he added, 
in a more serious tone, “ at my nonsense ? For shame, silly 
maiden!—Remember I am old enough to be your father, and 
have always loved you as my child.'f ' 

“ I am not angry,” said J^nna, constraiimig herself to speak 
—“but he^d you nothing?—saw you noth^g?—They must 
have passed you.” ^ 

“They?” said Claud Halcinj; “what mean you by they?— 
is it the corfise-lights?—No, they did ii»t pass ^y me, but I 
think •they have passed by you—and blignte<l you with their 
iidlueuce, ‘for you are as pale as a spectre —Come, come, 
Minna,” ho added, oi>eiiing a side-door of the*dwelling, “ these 
moonlight walks are fitter for old jxiets than for yoling maidens 
—80 lightly olad as you are 1 Maiden, you sliould take 
C4ire how you give jourself to the bree't^ of a Zetland night, 
for they bring more sleet tliaii odours upon their wings —But, 
fhaiden, go in; for, as glorious John says—«r, as he docs not 
say—foi; I cannot remember how his verse chimes—but, as J 
say myself^ in a pretty poem, written when my muse w'as in her 
teens,— ^ 

“ Menseful maiden ne'er uhould nse, Maiden’s foot wo should not view, 
’Wl the first beam tm|e the skies ; Mark’d with tiny print on dew, 
ydk-fnnged eyelids still should close ’fill the opening flowerets sprend 

TUI the sun has ku*i’d the rose ; Carpet meet for beauty’s treail— 

r 

Stay, what comes next?—let me see.” * 

When the spirit of recitation seiaed^on Claud Halcro, he 
forjot time and phnse, and might have kept his companion m 
the cold air for half-an-hour, giving poetical reasons wliy she 
ought to have been in bed. But she mterrupted him by the 
question, earnestly pronounced, yet in a voic6 which was 
scarcely articulate, holding Halcro, at the same time, with a 
trembling and convulsive grasp, as if to Bup|)ort» herself from 
falling—“Saw you no one in the boat wWli put’to sea but 
now?” 

‘Nonsense.” replied Halcro; “how could I aee any one, 
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when and distance only enabled me to know that it was u 
boat, and not a grailipusl" 

‘‘ Fhit there must have been some one in the boat ?” repeated 
hlinna, Hoaroe con«(jibus of what she «ud. 

C'ertamly,” answered the poet, “boats seldom W'ork to 
windward of^thcir own agjord.—But come, this is all folly, 
ami so, as the Queen says, in an old play, which was revived 
for the stage by rare Will D’Avenant, ‘ To bed—to bod—to 
hod’"’ ‘ , 

They, sepalatfod, ^d Minna’s lirabs conveyed her with diffi¬ 
culty, through s^ral devious passage, to her owp chamber, 
wIkmo jfiic st^oKmed herself ca^jtiously beside her still sleeping 
Slater, with a mind haiaased wi^ii the moat agonising appre- 
lieriaiorjH T^at she +ia<l heard Cleveland, ahe w’as positive— 
the tenor of the songs left her no doubt on that subject, df not 
equally eertam that she hml heard young Mertoup’fe voice in 
liot, (piarrcl withher lover, the inipresaion to that effect was 
strong on ffer niiml The groan, with which the stniggle 
s('ei!j,od to tcrimmvte—the fearful indieatWnv from who’ll it 
seemed tliat the conquefor liatl borne off th^' lifeless body of his 
victim- -all tended to prove tiiat some fatal event had conchulot| 
the contest. And which of the unhaj[>py men had fallen 
winch had met a Woody death ?—which had achieved* a fatal 
and a bloody victor)'?—Tlicsc were questions to which the still 
small vdlee of interior conviction ausweied, that her lover 01evi»- 
' land, from (ffiaratter, temper, and habits, was most likely to Iuiau 
been the anr\ ivor of the fray. She receivad^from the reflection 
an involuntary consolation, which she almost detested herself for 
ailinitting, when she rccolJeeted that it was tat once darkene^l 
with her lover’s guilt, and iinbittered with the destruction of 
Bieiula’s happiness for ever, 

“ Innocent, unhappy sister!” such were her reflections , “ thou 
that art ten times better than 1, because #o unfirctenifing—-so 
unassiiining iif thine excellence ! How is it possible that I 
should cease to feel a pang, which is only traiiBferred from my 
l^isom to thine ?” 

As these cruel thoughts crossed her mind, she could not 
refrain from straining hex sister so close to her bosom, that, after 
a heavy sigh, Brenda awoke. 

“ Sister,” she said., “ is it you ?—I dreamed I lay on one of 
those mouiunents which Claud Halcxo described to us, where 
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the effigy of the iiihabitaait beneath lies carved in stouo ujwn 
the sepulchFe, I dreamed each a marble Ibrm lay by my side, 
and that it suddenly acquired enough of life and animation to 
fold me to its cold, moist bosom—and it is^youra, Minna, that 
is indeed so chilly. ‘You are ill, my dearest Mmna ! for God’s 
sake, let me rise and call Kuphane Fea.-“WLat ails you? Inis 
Noma been here again 1” 

“ Call no one hither,” said Minna, detaining her, “ nothing 
ails me for which any one has a r«>jme<iy — nCtluug but a{)])ie- 
heneions of evil worse than even Noma could pn)i»hoay, Hut 
Ood IS abo\;e all, my dear Brenda; and le?'t^ pray to Han to 
turn, as he only can, oar evil iu1;p good ” 

They did jointly repeat t!ic^ usual prayer for slrcngth and 
jtroteotioii from on high, and again cowjKKed ^licmsolves to 
sleep,buffering no word, save “God bless yolj,” to pass iHjtwut 
them, whti^ their devotiom? were fiuisluKl, thns scnijmlously 
dedicating to Heaven their last wakuig words, if huqiau 
iraiity prevented them from commanding their waking 
thoif^hts. Brendas Ueiit first, and Mama," strongly resisting 
the dark and evil presentiments whictt again Uigiui to crowd 
^hemselves upon her imagaiation, was at Ifist so fortunate as to 
felumber also. ^ • 

The 4 Jtorm which Halcro had exiM'ctcd be^jan about day¬ 
break,—a stpiall,* heavy wnth wind ruid rain, such us is ojjfen 
felt, even during the finest part of the scjtsou, in these latitudes 
At the whistle of the wand, and the clatter of the ra i on the« 
siimgle-rooflng of the fishers* huts, many a poor won i an w as 
awakened, and called on her children to hold up their little 
hainls, and join iu prayer for the aalety of the dear husb.md 
and father, who wa» oven then at the mercy of tli^ distuibcd 
elemente. Around the house of Bui^h Whstra, chinmeys 
howled, and windows clashed. The props and rafters of the 
higher .parts * of the building, most of them formed out of 
wreck-wood, groaned and quivered, as fe^iring ti) bv* again dis 
persed by the tempest. But the daughters of Magnus Trod 
continued to sleep as softly and as sweetly as if the hand of 
Ch^trey had formed them out of statuary marble The scjuall 
had passed away, and the sunbeams; dis|iemmg the clouds 
which drifted to leeward, slione full through the lattice, when 
Minna first started form the profound sleep into which fatigue 
and mental exhaustion had lulled her, and rat iiig herseit on 
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fior ann, began to retell cvente, which, after thi« interval of 
profowd repose, setoied almost to resemble the baseless visions 
of the night She almost doubted if v^at she recalled of 
horror, previous to'her starting from her bed, was not indeed 
the fl(ition of a dream, suggested, perhapi, by some external 

SOUIidH. fl , 

“ I will see Claud Halcro instantly,” she said; “ he may 
know something of these strange noises, as he was stirring at 
tlio time." ‘ i 

Wit\> that she spnuig from bed, but hardly stood upright on 
the floor, ero hey^ter exclaimed, Gracious Heavsen I Minna, 
what afis y^nuj^fhot—your ankb^l” 

She looked down, and saw with surprise, which amounted to 
agony, that ^)oth hoF- feet, but particularly one of them, was 
Ktaincd with Uarlc crimson, resembling the colour of* dried 
blood ‘ • 

Y^ithont attempting to answer Brenda, she rushed to the 
window, and east a desperate hwk ou the grass beneath, for 
there she knew she* must have contracted tliu fatal stain '’But 
the min, which had fallhn there in treble qyantity, as well from 
tlie heavens, as from the eaves of the house, had washed awaj 
that guilty witness, if indeed such had ®ver existed. All was 
trosli and fair, and the blailes of grass, overcharged aud bent 
wilih ram-drof)R, glittered like diamonds in the bright morning 
sun. • 

• While Minna stared upon the spangled verdure, with her 
full dark eyes fixed and enlarged to circles Jby the intensity of 
her terror, Brenda was hanging about her, and with many 
an eager inquiry, pressed to know wliether or 4iow she had hurt 
hei”self? * • 

“ A piece of glass cut through my shoe," said Minna, be¬ 
thinking herself tliat some excuse was necessmy^to her sister; 
“ I scarce felt it at the time ” * 

“And yet itie how it has bled,” said her sister. “Sweet 
Minna,*' she added, approaching her with a wetted towel, 
“let me wipe'the blood off—the hurt may be worse than you 
think of” 

*But as shef appri^hed, Minna, who saw no other way of 
preventing discovery that the blood with which she was stained 
had never flowed in her own veins, harshly and hasrily repelled 
the •proffered kindness. Poor Brenda, unconscious of any 
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offeace which ehe had given to her sister, drew back two or 
three paces on finding h(ff service tlnis unkindly refused, and 
stood gazn^ at Minna with looks in which there was more of 
surprise and mortified affection than of resmtment, but which 
had yet something of natural displeasure. 

“ Sister,” said she, “ I thought we had agreed but last niglrt, 
that happen to us what might, we would at least love eat^h 
other,” 

“ Much may happen betwixt night and morning,” answered 
Minna, in words rather wrenclied from her by* her situation, 
than flowing forth the voluntary luterpreteiam^ her thoirglits. 

“ Much may indeed have happened m a so slariuy,” 
answered Brenda, “for see, ^here the verp^all around 
Euphane's plant-a-cniivo has been blow^j down . but neither 
wind, nor ram, nor aught else, can cool our lirfFcotimi, Minna.” 

** But that may chance,” replied Miima, ‘‘ which maj convert 
it into”- 

The rest of tbo ecntence she miitieml in a tone so indistirtct, 
that it could not be apprehended, while, aUthe same tune, slie 
waetied the blood-^ins from her feet and lelt ankle. Breadu, 
who btill remained 4ooking on at some distance, endeavoured 
*n vam to assume some tone which might re-estahhah kind¬ 
ness and confidence bedwixt them. 

“ Yoil were n^t,” she said, Minna, to suffer no one to help 
you to dress so simple a scratch—standing where L (Jp, it*i3 
scarce visible,” 

“The most cniel wounds,” replied Minna, “are iho‘^•‘ which 
make no outward slfow—Are you sum you see it at al> T' 

“C)h, yes!” replied Brenda, framing her answer asshe thought 
would best pleaseTber sister; “I see a very slight seriitch; na} 
now you draw on tlm stocking, I can see notlnng.” 

“You do indeed see nothing,” answacd Mkiiia, somewliut 
wildly; “but J;he time will soon come that all—ay, all—will 
l>e and known.^ , 

So saying, she hastily completed her dress, and led the way 
to breakfast, where she assumed hm place amongst the guests ; 
but with a countenance so pale and haggard, ami manners and 
speech so altered and so bewildered, that it exci^ul the atten¬ 
tion of the whole company, and tlie utmost anxiety pii the part 
of her father, Magnus TroiL Many and various were the con¬ 
jectures of the gneste, concerning a distempemture which 
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seemed rather mental than corporeal. Some hinted that the 
maiden had lieon idiru<;k with an evil eye, and srimething they 
muttered about Norna of the Fitful Head^ some talked of the 
departure of Captain Cleveland, and murmured, “it was a 
shame for a young lady to take on so after a landlouper, ot 
\{hom no one knew anything,” and this contemptuous epithet 
was m particular bestow6<i on the Captain by Mistress Baby 
YeUowley, while she was in the act of wrapping round her old 
skinny nock the very handsome owerlay (as she called it) 
wherewith the siud Captain had presented her. The old Laily 
ClowT^wrum system of her own, which she hinted to 

Mistrcifs Yellojjii^y, after thanking God that her owm connection 
with the Bff^h Westra family vas by the lass’s mother, wlio 
was a tuimiy Scotbwojuan, hke herself. 

“For, as cb these Troils, you see. Dame YelIowlcy,«for as 
high as they hold their heads, they say that ken” (’wuuking 
sagaciously), “that theie is a bee in their bonnet,—that 
Ndrria, as they call her, for it’s not lier nght name neither, is 
at wiiiles far beside her riglit mind,—an(|^ they that kev the 
caiiAc, say the Fowd wr/i some gate or other linked m with it, 
loi he will never hear lui ill word of her. Dut I was in Scot¬ 
land then, or 1 m^ght have kond the real cmise, as weel as othtk 
folk At oiiy rate, there is a kind di' wildness in the bhxid. 
Ye ken very weel daft folk dinua bide to be ,eontradi(;ted ; and 
ril say,tllilt for the Fowd—he likes to be <x>ntradieted as ill as 
ony man in Zetland But it shall never be said that I said 
ony ill of the house that I am sae nearly wiinected wi’. Only 
ye will mind, dame, it is through the Sinclaifs that we are akin, 
not through the Troila, aud the Suielairs are kend far and wide 
for a wise, gciiemtion, dame—But I see there is the stirrui>cup 
<*ouiing round.” 

“ I wonder,” said IJistress Baby to her brother, as soon as 
the Lady Glowrownim turned from her, “ wiiat gars that 
imickle wife djjmo, dame, dame, that gate at me? She might 
keii the bludo of the Chnkscales is as gude aa ony Glowrowrum’s 
aiiiang them ” 

» The guests, meanwhile, were fast taking their departure, 
scarcely noticed by Marius, who was so much engross^ with 
Mmna's indiepositiou, that, contrary to his hospitable wont, he 
suffered them to go away unsaluted And thus concluded, 
mmtlst anxiety and illness, the festival of Saint John, eele 
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bratod flti that season at the house of Burgh Westm, adding 
another caution to that of the Emperor of Ethiopia,—with how 
little security man am reckon upon the days which he destine 
to happiness. 


CHAPTEE TWENTY-FOURTH. 

a 

But this sad evil which doth her mfest, 

Doth course of iiatuml cause tai 
•And housed 18 withm her hollow brest^ ' ^ 

That eitlicr seems somestursod witcli's 
Or ovill Bpiight that >lolh smli toriueot brmsi. 

FaERV QUEfiNE,W/r'«t I! Ctinlo III. 

• * 

Thk term,had now elapsed, by several days, wlicn Mordauut 

Mertouii, he had promised at his ileparture, should have 
returned to his father's abode at Yarlshof, bA tlisro wci'C*!)!) 
tulinp of his arrival Such delay might,* at another tinio, 
have excited little curiosity, and no aiimety; for old Swor^lia, 
who took ui>on her the ofKce of tbinkiug and amjeetiirmg lor 
Qe little household, would have concluded thaj; he had lemaiiuvl 
b<3hind the other guests apon some party of sixirt or pleasure. 
But 8he*know thjjt Mordaunt had not been lately m favour 
with Magnus Troil, she knew’ that ho profioseil his stay 
at Buigh Westra should be a short one, ujjon accouid of his 
father’s health, to whom, notwithstanding the little t'u 'unige- 
ment which his filii!d*piety received, he jiaid uniform atiioition 
Swertha knew all this, and she became anxious She wytclusl 
the looks of her *m^ter, the elder Mertoun, hut »wnipt in 
dark and stem uniformity of comjKiaure, his coauU-nauce, like 
the surface of a midnight lake, enabled ntf one tb jioiiotrale into 
what was lienoath. , His studies, his solitary miauls, his lonely 
walks, succeeded each other in unvaried rotation, and soomed 
undisturbed by the least thought about Moidaunt’s afiscnce. 

At length such reporte reached Swertha’s car, from various 
qufurters, that she became totally unable to oemraa} her anxiety, 
and 'resolved, at the risk of provoking Ijer m-'ister, into ftiry, or 
perhaps that of losing her place in his hom»iihold, to force upon 
his notice the doubts which afflicted her own imnd Mordaunt’s 
good humour and goodly person must indeed have made 
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small impression on the withered and selfish heart of the poor 
old woman, to induce her to take a course so desperate, and 
from which her friend the Kanzelman endeavoured in vain to 
deter her Still, however, conscious that a miscarriage in the 
matter, would, Uke the loss of Trmculo’s, bottle in the horse- 
pool, be attended not only with dishonour, but with infinite 
loss, she determined to proceed on her high empnse with as 
much caution as was consistent with the attempt 

We have already mentioned, that it seemed a part of the 
very nature of, thw reserved and unsociable being, at leiist since 
his retreat into tlu' utter solitude of Yarlshof, to endure no one 
to a sub^t of conversation, or to put any question to 
him, that ilifinot arise out oi qrgent and pressing emergency. 
Swertha was sensibljj, therefore, that, in order to open the dis- 
cf>urae favoumbly .vhich she proposed to hold with her piaster, 
she must contrive that it should ojiginate ivith himself. 

To accomidish this i)urpo8e, while busied m prepanng the 
table for h?r. f^Iertoun’s simple and solitary dinner meal, she 
formally adorned the board with two coieis instead of ou(j, and 
made all her other preparations, as if he was to liavo a guest or 
companion at dinner 

The artifice succeeded; for Mertoim, on coming from h’s 
study, no sooner saw the tabic thus'-arranged, than he askeil 
Swertha, who, waiting the eftect of the stratagem as a fisher 
watchep his ground-baits, was fiddling up and down the room, 
“Whether Mordannt was not returned from Burgh Westm?” 

This question was the cue for Sweitha, luid she answered in 
a voice of sorrowful anxiety, half real, hdif affected, “ Na, na! 
—nae sic divot had dun ted at their door. It wad be blithe 
news indjicd to ken that young Maister Mordaunt, puir dear 
bairn, were safe at hame.” 

“ And, if he be uoi at home, why should you lay a cover for 
liim, you doting fool V* replied Mertoim, a toiue well calcu¬ 
lated to 8to{\ the old woman’s proceeding. But she replied, 
Ixildly, “That indeed, somebody should take thought about 
Maister Mordaunt; a’ that she could do was to have seat and 
l^ate ready for him when he came But she thought the dear 
haini hod bqen ower long awa; and, if she maun speak out, 
she had h^r ain fears when and whether he might ev^ come 
hame,” 

“ Yoiif fears 1" replied Mertouu, his eyes flashing as they 
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usually did when his hour of ungovernable passion approaclicd ; 
“ do you speak of your idle fears to mo, ^ho know that all of 
your sex, that is nat fickleness, and folly, and self-conceit, and 
self-will, is a bundle of idiotical fears, vapours, and tremors? 
What are your feart to me, you foolisli old hag?” ^ 

It is an admirable quality in .womankind, ‘that, when a 
breach of the laws of natural affoction comes under their obser¬ 
vation, the whole sex is in aims. Let a rumour liriso in a 
street of a parent that has misused a child, or a child that has 
insulted a parent,—I say nothing of the^ase*of hnshaud and 
wife, where the interest may be ar counted fwip sympathy,—and 
all the women within hearing wdl take anim'tfte^^and* decided 
part M'ith the sufFerer. Svfertha, notwithstanding her giectl 
and avarice, had her share of the genemm^ feeling •w'liicli docs 
so mfleh honour ti> hei sex, and was, on this occasion, so much 
carried oh Jiy its unpulso, that she confronted her master, and 
upbraided him with his hard-hearted inditfeience, with a bold 
ness at which she herself was astonisliod. 

•♦To be sure it avasna her that auld lie fearing for her young 
raaister, Maister Mprdaunt, even althoflgh he was, as she might 
iweel say, the very sea-calf of her heart; but ouy other father, 
out Ins honour him8ell,,wml have had speeniigs made after the 
jxior lad, and him ganc this eight days from i3uigh Westiii, 
and naebody keiRl when or where he had gane. There wuhiij 
a bainv in the howff but w-as maining for him, for lie*mad(i al\ 
their bits of boats with Ins knife; there wadna be a by ey(; in* 
the parish, if aught* worse tlian weal should befall hiic -ua, lu) 
ane, unless it might be his honour’s am.” 

Mertoun had JLiceu much struck, and oven sileucc<l, by ihc 
insolent volubility his insurgent houaekeei>cr, but, at the 

last sarcasm, he imposed on her silent in her turn with an 
audible voice, accompanied with one of the mdst terrific glances 
which his d3.rk and stem features could exi>rcss But 
Swertha, who, as she afterwards acMpiainted tho»liam«jlmaiJ, 
was wonderfully supiKirtorl during the whole scene, would not 
be controlled by the loud voice and ferocious look of her master, 
but proceeded an the same tone as before. 

“ His honour,” she said, “ had rnade*an unco ^ark because a 
wheen bits of kists and duds, that iiae&idy h£ul *ase for, had 
been gathered on the beach by the poor bodies of the township; 
and here was the bray^t lad m the liountry loot, Jiud cast wway, 

VOL. XIIL T 
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it were, before hifj ecu, and nae ane asking what was eome 
him.” " 

“ What should come of him but good, yoir old fool,” answered 
Mr, Mertoun, “ as far, at least, as there can be good in any of 
tlif follies ho spends his time in ?” 

This was 8‘i*)oken rather-in a scomftil thap an angry tone, 
,'111(1 Swertha, who had got into the spirit of the dialogue, waa 
! (‘solved not to lot it drop, now that the fire of her opponent 
BO(‘Uied to slacken, " 

“ 0 ay, to be sure I am an auld fule,—but if Maister Mor- 
daunt should have settled down in the Roost, as mair than ae 
})oat has bocT’ lost m that weamfu’ squall the other morning— 
by good luck it was short as it*%aa sliarp, or naething could 
have lived in :t—or if he were dro’vnied in a loch coming hame 
on foot, or if he were killed by miss of footing on a craig^the 
hail I island kend how venturesome ht* was—who,” sajd Swertha, 
“will be the auld'fule thcnT' And sho added a pathetic ejacu- 
lation, that ^ God would protect the poor motherless bairn ! for 
if he had had a mother, there would have‘been search liade 
after him before now ” 

This last sarcasm aife-cted Mertoun powerfully,—his javi^ 
(luivcred, his face 0evf pale, and he muttered to Swertha to go 
into his study (where she waa scarcely ever permitted te enter), 
and" fetch him a bottle which stood there. 

“O hb quoth Swertha to herself, as she hastened on tho 
commission, “ my master knows where to find a cup of comfort 
to quality his water with upon fitting occasions.” 

There was indeed a case of such bottles as were usually 
employed to hold stmng waters, t)ut the dust and cobwebs in 
winch they were enveloped showed that they had not been 
touched for many years. With some difficidty Swertha ex¬ 
tracted the cork of one of them, by the help of a foA—for 
corkscrew was there none at Yarlshof—and having ascertained 
by smell, and, in case of any mistake, by a moderate mouthftil, 
that it contained wholesome Barbadoes waters, she carried it 
iiito the room, where her master still continued to stfuggle 
with his faintness. She then began to pour a small quantity 
into the near^t cup that she tjould find, wisely judging, that, 
upou a jKjrson so much unaccustomed to the use oi spirituous 
liquors, a little might produce a strong effect. But the patient 
sigiiOd to her impati^ttly to fill the cup, which migl^ hold 



2T0 


THE PIRATE. 

more tlian the third of an English pint measure, up to the very 
hrim, aud swallowed it down without hesitotion. • 

“Now the aauqts above have a care on us 1" said Swertha , 
“ he will be drunk as weel as mad, aud Vha is to guide him 
then, I w'^onderl” • ^ 

But MertounJl breath aud oo^pu^ returned^ without tlic 
slightest symptom of intoxication j on the contrary, Swerthu 
afterwards reported, that, “ iVl though she had always had a 
firm opinion in favour of a di*ani,yet she ifever saw one woik 
such miracles—he spoke mair like a man of the iniddie world, 
than she had ever heard him do smee had entered his 
service.” * . • • 

“ Swertha,” he said, “ yon^ are right m thw niatter, and I 
was wrong. Co down to the Kanzelman directly, tell him 
Gome»aud speak with me, witliout an instant’s delay, and bring 
me special word what boats and people he can command, I 
will employ them all in the search, and they shall be pleutdully 
lewaideii” • 

vltimuUited by the spur which maketh fhe old woman pj-o- 
vcrbially to trot, Swertha jiosted dowif to the hamlet, wifli all 
tlie speed of tlneesoore, rejoicing that her sympathetic feeliiig.s 
^vere likely to achieve their own rewjird, having given rise to a 
(juest i^hich promised lo be so lucrative, and m the prolits 
whereof she was^fletenniiiod to have her share, shouting oid> as 
she went, aud long before she got within hearing, tlio Tiamcs of 
Niel lioualdsou, Sweyn Erickson, and the other ItioikIh an<U 
(xmfederates who wgre interested m her mission. To say the 
truth, nutwitlistanding that the grx)d dame really felt a dcL‘[) 
interest in Mordfuiit MortoiHS, and was mentally troubled on 
account of his absence, perhaps few things would Iftive disap 
ixiiuted her more than if he liad at this momqnt started up m 
her j>ath safe and sound, and rendereli unnecessary, by his 
appearance, the expense and tlie bustle of scarcliing after Imn 
Soon did Swertha accomplish her busmess in flic willagc, and 
ai^ust with the senators of the township her own little shaie of 
Iiercentage upon the profits likely to arxinie on her mir^sion j 
and speedily did she return to Yarlshof, with Niel JiouaUlson 
by her side, schooling him to the best-of her skill in all the 
peculiarities of her master. * * 

“ Aboon a’ things,” she said, “ never make him wait for an 
answer , and speak loud and distinct os if you were hHihwg a 
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boat,— for he doinia bide to say the same thing twice over, 
and if he asks about distance, ye may make leagues for miles, 
for he kens naethiug about the face of the earth that he lives 
ufwn , and if he speaK of siller, ye may ask dollars for shillings, 
for he minds them nae mair than sclatc-stanes." 

Thus tutored, Kiel Ronaldson was introdtys^ into the pie- 
aence of Mertoun, but was utterly confounded to find that he 
could not act upon the ^stem of deception which had been 
projected —When he attempted, by some exaggeration of dis¬ 
tance and peril, to enhance the hire of the boats and of the 
men (for the search’^ was to be by sea and land)^ he found 
himself &t once oat short by Mertoun, who showed not only the 
most jierfect knowledge of the country, but of distances, tides, 
currents, and oil belcjging to the navigation of those seas, 
although these were topics with which be hal hitherto appuired 
to be totally unacquainted. The Ranzelman, therefore, trembletl 
wlien they came to speak of the recompense to bo Jifforded for 
tlieir exertionh iii the search , for it was not more unlikely that 
Mertoun should be^as well itifonned of what was just md 
proper upon this head aH upon others ; and Niel remembered 
the stonn of his fuiy, when, at an early jieriod after he had 
settled at Yarlshof,die drove Swerthaand Sweyn Erickson from 
his presence As, however, he stood hesitating betwixt the 
oiqs^site fears of asking too much or too little, Mertoun stopped 
Ins mouih, and ended his uncertainty, by promising him a 
•iecom}>ense lieyoiid what he dared to have ventured to ask, 
witli an additional gratuity, in case they returned with the 
plwismg intelligence that his son was safe 

When this great point was sditled, Niel ^tonaldson, like a 
man of c<!mscieiice, began to consider earnestly the various 
places where search should be made after the young man ; and 
iiaving undertaken faithfully that the inquiiy should be pro¬ 
secuted at all the houses of the gentry, both in 'this and the 
neighbouring inlands, he added, that, after all, if his honour 
would not be angry, there was ane not far oflf, that if any 
body dared speer her a question, and if she liked to answer 
It, could tell more about Maister Mordaunt tlian anybody dse 
could.'—Ye will ken i^ha I mean, Swerthat Her that was 
down at thrf haven tfiis morning." Thus he concluded, address¬ 
ing himself with a mysterious look to the housekeeper, which 
she 'an.s>vered with a nod and a wink. 
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“Him mean yonT’said Mertoun; “speak out short and 
open—whom do you speak of?" « , 

“It is Noma o{ the Fitful Head," said Swertha, “ that the 
Ranzelman is thinking about; fur she has gone up to Sami 
Riugan’s Kirk thi^ morning on business of her own." 

“And what can tliis person know of my8gn1"aaid ]\Iei 
toim ; “ she is, I^believe, a wandering madwoman, or impostor ” 
“ If she wanders,” said Swertha, “ it is for nae lack of means 
at haine, and that is weel known—plenty flf a’ thing lias slie 
of lier am, iorby that the Fowd himsell would let Ijer want 
naethmg " ^ 

“But vWiat is that to my son?” said Mertoim, impatiently. 

“ I dinna ken—she took «nco pleasure in MaisTer Mordauut 
from the time she first sawliim, and n>ony a ^raw thing she 
gaveiliira at ae time or another, forby tife gowd cham that 
li.mgs about his bonny craig—folk say it is of fairy gold—I 
keiina what gold it is, but Bryce Siiailsfoot s^ys, that liie ^hIiio 
will amount to an hundred punds English, and tlftit is nat* dcat 
nu^.” ^ • 

“Go, Ronaldsou,” said Mertoun, else send some 5uo to 
swk this w'oman dlit—-if you think there bo a chance of her 
4(nowmg auytliing ol my son,” • 

“She kens a’ thing fhat hapiieus in thae islands," said Niel 
lionaldson, “mu^ikJe sooner tliaii other folk, and tlni^ is 
Heaven's truth But as to going hi the kirk, or the kirjcyard, 
to Speer after her, there is not a man in Zetland will do it, for# 
meed or for money—and that’s Heaven's truth as w cl as tlie 
other." • 

“Cowardly, superstitious fbols 1" said Mertoun,—“ But give 
me my cloak, Swprtha.—This woman has been* at Burgh 
Wostra—she is related to Troils family—she,may know soine- 
thmg of Mordaunt’s absence and its Ause—I will seek her 
myself—She is at the Cross Kirk, you say ?” 

“ No, not at the Cross Kirk, but at the aulii Kvrk of Saint 
Ringan's—it's a dowie bit, and far frae being canny, and if 
your honour,” added Swertha, “ wad walk by my rule, I wad 
wait until she came back, and no trouble her when she may lie 
mair busied wi’ the dead, for onything that we* ken, than she 
is wi' the living. The like of her carena* to have* other folk’s 
een on them when tliey are, gude sain ! domg their am 
particular turns.” • 
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Hertoun made no answer, but throwing his cloak loosely 
around him (for tlw day was misty, with passing showers), 
and leaving the decayed mansion of Yarlshpf, he walked at a 
pace much faster than was usual with him, taking the direction 
of^ the ruinous church, which stood, as he *well knew, within 
three or four miles of his dwelling. 

The Rimzelman and Swertha stootl gazing after him in 
silence, until he was fairly out of ear-shot, when, looking seri¬ 
ously on each other, and shaking their sagacious heads m the 
same boj^ing degree of vibration, they uttered their remarks in 
the same breath. ' 

“ P'oola are ay© fleet and fain,” said Swertha. 

“ Fey folk run fast,” added the. JtEinzelman , ** and the thing 
that we are born to, \j^,e cannot win by —I have known them 
that tried to stop fork that were fey. You have heard of ^elcn 
Embereon of Carnsey, how she stofiped all the boles and 
ivmdows about the houoe, that her gudenian might not seti 
daylight, and nso to the IToaf-tishing, because she feared foul 
weather, and how the boat ho should have sailed in was Jost 
m the Roost, and how ^he came back, rejoicing m her gude- 
man’s sjifety—but ne’er may care, for there she found him 
drowned in his own rnasking-fat, within the wa’s of his am' 
biggin; and moreover”- 

]Jut heie Swertha reminded the RanzelmaOr^that he must go 
down iio ^he haven to get off the fishing-boats, “ For both that 
,my heart is sair for the boimy lad, and that I am fear’d he cast 
u)> of his ain accord before you are at se^i, and as I have often 
toltl ye, iny master may lead, but ho winna drive, and if ye 
do not his bidding, and got out to sea, the never a bodle of boat- 
hire w’ill ye see.” 

“ Weel, weel, good dame,” said the Ranzelman, “ we will 
launch as fast as we edn, and by good luck, neither Clawson’s 
boat nor Peter Grot’s is out to the Haa& this- rooming, for 
a rabbit raij acioss tlie path as they ivere going on board, and 
they came back like wise men, kenning they wad be called 
4;o other wark this day. And a marvel it is to think, Swertha, 
how few real judicious men are left in this land. There is our 
great Udaller *is weel eaeugh when he is fresh, but he makes 
ower mouy voyages In his ship and his yawl to be lang sae; 
and now, they say, hk daughter, Mistress Minna, is sair out of 
sorte.—Then there is Noma kens muckle mair than other folk, 
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but wfce woman ye cannot coll her. Our tacksman here, 
Maister Mertoun, his wit is sprung in the ^bowsprit, I doubt— 
his son is a daft ^owk; and I ken few of consequence here¬ 
abouts—exceptmg always myself, and may be you, Swertlia— 
but what may, in some sense or other, be called fules." 

“That may be, Niel Ronaldson,” said the dame; “but^^if 
you do not hasten the faster to th% shore, you will lose tide, 
and, as I said to my master some short time syne, wha will Ixi 
the fiile then 1” 


CHAI^TER TWENTY-FIFTH. , 

• 

I do lovo these ancient nuns— • 

We never tread upon them but we set* 

. Our foot upon some reverend history ; 

And, queetiouless, nere, in this open court 
(Which now lies naked to the injuries • 

Of stormy weather), some men he interr’d, 

Loved Church so well, and gave at) largely to it, 

They thought it should have cani>pie<l thoir hones 
TiP »ioom#day ,—^T>ut all things have their end— 

Churches and cities, whuh have diseases like to men, 

Must have hke^death which we have. • 

Dpohbss oif Malfy, 

# 

The ruinous church of Saint Niman had, in its timg, enjfiyed 
great celebrity; for that mighty syst-cni of Roman «i penStition, 
which spread its roots over all Europe, had not failed to extemf 
them even to thw remote archijielago, and Zetland hmi, in the 
Catholic times, her samts, her shrines, and hex relics, wIjicIi, 
though little kn^wn elsewhere, attraiited the homagp, and com¬ 
manded the observance, of the simple inhabitants of Thule 
Their devotion to this cliurch of SainA Niniaii, or, as lie was 
provincially termejjl, Samt Rmgan, 8ituate<l, as tlio edilice was, 
close to the sea-bcaeh, and serving, in many ypiiits, as a land¬ 
mark to their boats, was particularly obstinate, abd was con- 
ueoted with so much superstitious ceremonial and credulity, that 
the reformed clergy thought it best, by an order of the Cliurch 
Courts, to prohibit all spiritual service within it^ walls, as tend- 
iug to foster the rooted faith of the simple ami, rude people 
around in saint-worship, and other erroneous doctrines of the 
Romish Church 
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After the r^hurch of Saint Ninian had been thus deiiiounced 
as a seat of idolatry, and desecrated of course, the public wor- 
fillip was transferred to another church; and the roof, with its 
lead and its rafters^ having been stnpped trom the little rude 
old Gothic building, it was left in the wilderness to the meri-y 
of the elements. The fury of the uncontrolled winds, which 
howled along an exposed space, resembling that which we have 
described at Yarlshof, very soon choked up nave and aisle, and, 
on the north-west «side, which was chiefly exposed to the wind, 
hid the outside, walls more than half-way up with the mounds 
of drifted sand, ovpt’ which the gable-ends of the building, with 
the littl^ belfry^ ^hich was built above its eastern angle, arose 
in ragged and shattered nakedness jof min. 

Yet, deserted as it was, the Kirk of Saint Ringan still retained 
some i^emblance of the ancient homage formerly rendered there. 
The rude and ignorant fishermen of Dunrossness observed a 
practice, of which they thenifiolves had well nigh forgotten the 
oiigln, and trqm winch the Protestant clergy in vain endeavoured 
to deter them. Wli^m their boats were m extreme peril, it ^was 
comiajn amongst them ,to propose to vow an awmous^ as tiiey 
termed it, that is, an abns, to Saint Ringun ; and when the 
danger was over, they never faded to absolve themselves of theii^ 
vow, by coming singly and secretly to »/he old church, and put¬ 
ting off their shoes and stockings at the entrai\ce of the church- 
yau\, walked thrice around the rums, observing that they did so 
ill the course of the sun. When the circuit was accomplished 
'Vor the third time, the votaiy dropped his offering, usually a 
small silver com, through the midhons of a laaceolatod wmdow, 
which opened into a side aisle, and then retired, avoiding care¬ 
fully to look fiehmd him till he was beyond the precincts which 
had once been hallowed ground; for it was believed that the 
skeleton of the Ramt received the offenng in his bony hand, and 
showed his ghastly death’s heati at the window m which it was 
thrown. ^ 

Iiideeil, the scene was rendeied more appalling to weak and 
Ignorant mmdc, because tlie Barae stormy and eddying wmd«, 
v^iich, on the one side of the churcdi threatened to bury the 
nuns with sand, and had,jn fact, heaped it up in huge quantities, 
Ro as almost hide the side-wali with its buttresses, seemed in 
other ]>lncos bent on uncovering the graves of those who had 
been laul to their long rest on the south-eastern quarter ; and 
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after ailP unusual hard gale, tlie coffins, and sometimes the very 
corpses, of those who had been interred without the usmd cere¬ 
ments, were discovered, in a ghastly manner, to the eyes of the 
living. 

It was to this desolated place of worship that the oIiUt 
M ertoim now proceeded, though without any of those rcligic.t^ 
or superstitious purposes with whicli the ehmeh ot Saint Riiigan 
was usually approached. Ho was totally without the sujkji'Kti- 
tious fears of the country—^nay, from the seqivastercd ami sulleu 
manner in which ho lived, withdrawing himself from^ human 
society, even when assembled for worship^it was the 'general 
opinion that he erred on the more fatal side, ahd behoved rather 
too httlo than too much of that' which the Church ’•eceives aiul 
enjoins to Christians 

A(|he entered the little bay, on the sfibr? and^alraost on the 
beucli of which the rums arc situated, lie could not help pausing 
for an mstifnt, and Iwcoining sensible that tho scene, as calcu¬ 
lated to opt‘rate on human feelings, had been ff^lected with inuch 
jud|meiit as the site of a religious house —^lu front lay the sea, 
into which two headlands, which formed the extremities the 
bay, pi ejected their gigantic causeways of dark mid sable rocks, 
i^ri the ledges of which the gulls, scounes, and other sea-fowl, 
appeared like flakes of enow, while, uixiii fhe lower ranges of 
the cliffs stood wjiole lines of cormorants, drawn up al'»rigside of 
each other, like soldiers in their Imttle iiiray, and otJ jr hving 
thing was there none to see. The sea, altliough not m a tem¬ 
pestuous state, was disturbed enough to rush on these cajies 
with a sound like'cfistant thunder, and the billows, which rose 
in sheets of foam half-way up these sable rocks, formed a con¬ 
trast of colouring" equally striking and awful. 

Betwixt the extreimties or cajies of these projecting hfiadlands 
there rolled, on the day when Mertoun v'sitcd tho scene, a deep 
and dense aggregation of clouds, through which no humau eye 
could penetrate, and whicli, bounding the vision^ and excluding 
aU view of the distant ocean, rendered it bo unapt refuesentation 
of the sea m the Vision of Mirza, whose extent was concealed 
by vapours, and clouds, and storms. The ground, rising steeply 
from the sea-beach, permitting no view into the jntenor of the 
country, appeared a scene of irretrievable barreiyiess, where 
scrubby and stunted heath, intermixed with the long bent or 
coarse grass, which first covers sandy soils, were the only vege 
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tables that could be seen. Upon a natural elevation, whicn 
rose above the bear;!^ m the very bottom of the bay, and receded 
a little*’ from the sea, so as to be without reach of the waves, 
arose the half-buned ruiy which we have alfeady describal, sur¬ 
rounded by a wasted, half-ruinous, and mouldering W’all, which, 
bi’eached in several places, served still to dmde the precincts of 
the cemetery * The mariners who were driven by accident into 
this solitary bay pretended that the church was occasionally 
observed to be full of lights, and, from that circumstance, were 
used to prophecy shipwreck! and deaths by sea. 

As Mectoun approached near to the chapel he adopted, in¬ 
sensibly and perhaps without much premeditation, aicasures to 
avoid being, himself seen, until he pame dose under the walls of 
the Imnal-grouiid, which he appn)achcd, as it chanced, on that 
side where tlut saud^wLs blowing fnuu the graves, m the n]finner 
we have described 

Here, lookmg through one of tile gaps in the^vall, which 
timl'i had ma^le, Ife beheld the person whom he sought occupied 
ui a manner winch assorted well with the ideas popularly enter- 
taineJ of her character, but which was other'Svise suflicieiitl/ex¬ 
traordinary. ^ 

She was employed beside a rude monument, on one side oli 
which was represented the rough outline of a cavalier or knight 
on horseback, while on the other appeared a shield, ifith the 
aratorial^ bearings so defaced as not to be intelligible; which 
escutcheon w'as suspended by one angle, contrary to the modern 
* custom, which usually places them straight and upright. At 
the foot of this pillar were believed to repdso, as Mertoun ha<l 
formerly heard, the l>ones ot Kilmlt Troll, one of the remote 
ancestors Qf Magnus, and a man renowned fori’deeds of valorous 
emprise in the fifteenth century. From' the grave of this 
warrior Noma of the vFitful Head seemed busied in shovelling 
the sand, an easy task where it was so light^and looee; so that 
it seemed plaip that she would shortly complete what the rude 
winds had'begun, and make bare the bones which lay there 
interred. As* she laboured, she muttered her magic song; for 
without the Runic rhyme no form of northern superstition was 
ever performed. We have, perhaps, preserved too many examples 
of these mcantations; but we ^not help attempting to trans¬ 
late that which follows;— 
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** Champlf^ famed for warlike t;oi4 
Art t^tt ailent. Bibolt Troil 1 
Sand, and duet^ and pebbly stones, 
^I'e leaving bare thy giant bones. 
Who dared touch the wild-bear'e 
skin 

Ye slumber’d on whil^ life was m { 
A woman now, or babe, may oorae 
And cast the covering from thy 
tomb 

''Yet be not wrathful, Chief, nor 
blight 

Mine eyes or ears with sound or 
sight 1 * 

I come not, with unhallow’d tread, 
'fo wake the Hlumbera of tlie deafly 
Or l,u’ tliy giant relics bare , 

But what 1 seek thou well canst 
spare . 

Be it to iuy«hand allow’d 
To shear a mark’s weight from thy 
shroud, 

Y4 leave thee 8heet|d lewl enough 
To shield thy bones from weather 
rough. • 

" See, I draw my magic knife - 
Never while thou wert in life 


Laid’st thou still for sl< th or fear, 
When pomt and ©dgo were glitter* 
ing near ^ , 

See, the cerements now I sever— 
Waken now^ or sleep for ever ! 
Thou wilt not wake 1 the deed is 
done 1— ^ 

Th| pi ize I soughtsia fairly won 

“'Thanks, Ribolt, thanks—toi thu 
tlie sea 

Sl^alJ smooth *lts ruilied crest fur 
the e— ~ * ^ 

And while^liar its billows foam. 
Subside to peaAi near Ribolt’s tomb 
• Thanks, UiUolt,'thaj^s-*foi tins 
the might 

Of wild v^nds niging at their height, 
When to thif pl8t’e*of slumber lugli, 
Shall soften to a lullaby 

“ She, the dame of doubt and drea<l, 
Noma of tbe FitfnUUead, * 
Migbty 111 her own despite— 
Miserable m her might, ^ 

In despair and frenzy great, 

In her greatness ilesolato , 

Wisest, wiclyxlest who lives, 

Well can keep the word she gives ' 


While Noma cliauted the first part of this rhyme, Bbe (ami 
plcted the task of laymg bare a part of the leaden cofffu ef tlm 
ancient wamor, mid severed from it, with much can turn uinU 
apparent awe, a portion of the metal She then le. 'ieiiti.illy 
threw back the sand upon the coffin , and by the time ohc liml 
finished her son^, no trace remameii that the Kccicts ol the 
sepulchre had been violated. 

Mertoun remamed gazing on her frgm behind the clmrdi- 
yard wall duiiug the whole ceremony, not fiom any impn^oiou 
of veneration for fia* or her employment, but beauiso lie con¬ 
ceived that to interrupt a madwoman m her S(it 'oi madne^ts, 
was not the best way to obtain from her sucli intelligence oh 
she might have to impart. Meanwhile he had full tune to 
consider her figure, although her fac.e was ol^cured by her 
dishevelled hair, and by tbe Hood of *lief dark mantle, which 
permitted no more to be visible than a Druidess would pro¬ 
bably have exhibited at the celebration of her mystical rites. 
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Mertoun had often heard of Noma before; nay, it' is moat 
probable that he might have seen her repeatedly, for she had 
been in the vicinity of ^arlshof more than once since his re¬ 
sidence there But the absurd stories which were m circulation 
respecting her, prevented his paying any attention to a person 
whom he regaided as either an impostor or a madwoman, or 
a compound of both. Y%t, now that his attention was, bj 
(nrcurnstaiices, involuntarily fixed upon her person and deport- 
inont, he could not help acknowledging to himself that she wa'* 
eitlitsr a comjdete enthusiast* or rehearsed her part so admirably, 
that nd' Pythoness of ancient time could have excelled her. The 
dignity, and soleihnity of her gesture,—the sonordus, yet im- 
pressive to'^e of voice with which she addressed the departed 
spirit whose mortal relies she ventured to disturb, were such as 
failed not to make ah impression upon him, careless and indif¬ 
ferent as he generally appeared to all that went on around him. 
But no sooner was her smgular oceuimtion teniiiAated, than, 
eiittniig the chiftrchyard with some difficulty, by clambering 
over the disjointed ruins of the wall, he made Norna aws^e of 
his pre-sonce Far from starting, or expressing the least surprise 
at lus appearance in a place so solitary, shersaid, in a tone that 
seemed to intimate that he had been expected, “ So—you hav^ 
sought me at last V’ 

“ And found you,” replied Mertoun, judgijig he wohld best 
intl'odiice the inquiries he had to make, by assummg a tone 
which corresponded to her own, 

“Yes she replied, “found me you have, and in the place 
where all men must meet—amid the tabernaclea of the dead.” 

“ Here we must, indeed, meet at last," replied Mertoun, 
glancing hia eyes on the desolate scene aroiind, where head¬ 
stones, half-covered with sand, and others, from which the same 
wipd had stripped the- soil on which they rested, covered with 
inscriptions, and sculptured with emblems of mortality, were 
the most conspicuous objects,—“ here, as in the house of death, 


all men must meet at length ; and happy those that come 
soonest to tlio quiet haven.” 

‘^He that dares desire this haven,” said Noma^ “ must have 


steered a steady course in the voyage of life. I dare not hope 
ftT such quiet harbour. Barest tfum expect it? or has tie 


I'ourse thou hast kept deserved itT’ 

“ It matters not to my present purpose,” readied Mertoun; 
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I have*to ask you what tidings you know of my son Mordaunt 
Mertoun , 

“A father,*’ replied the sibyl, “asks of a stranger what 
tidings she has of his son 1 How should I know aught of him ! 
tho cormorant says opt to the mallard, Where is my brood?" 

“ Lay aside this useless aiBfectation of mystery," 88,id Mertomrj^ 
“with the vulgar aud ignorant it haS its effect, but upon me it 
IS thrown away. Tlie people of Yarlshof have told me that you 
do know, or may know, something of Mordaunt Mertoun, who 
has not returned home from the festival of Saint Johnjp, held 
in the house of your relative, Magnus TiM. Give me such 
information,*if indeed ye have it to give", and it shall betfeconi 
pensed, if the means of recompense are in my powerl*^ 

“ wide round of earth,^ replied N^ma, “ holds nothing 
that Pwould call a recompense for the sli^test* word that 1 
throw away upon a living eai. But for thy son, if thou wouldht 
see him in l3e, repair to the approaching Fair of Kirkwall, in 
* Orkney.” * • 

“|Gid wherefore thither?” said Mertoun^ “I know he had 
no purpose in that direction.” • • 

j “ We drive on thtTstroam of fate,” answered Noma, “ without 
<mr or rudder. You had no purpose this looming of visiting 
the Kirk of Saint Rm^an, yet you are here;—you had no 
purpose but a minute hence of being at Kirkwall, and yet vuu 
will go thither.” • 

“ Not unl«i8 the cause is more distinctly explained to me 
1 am no believer, dapie, in those who assert your sup* ’■uatuial 
powers.* • 

“You shall belj,eve in them ere we piirt,” said Noma “ As 
yet you know but little of me, nor shall you know nwre But 
I know enough of you, and could convince you with one word 
that I do so.” • 

“ Convince me, then,” said Mertoun; “ for unless I am 
convinced, there is little chance of my following pour cfiunscl." 

“ Mark, then,” said Noma, “ what I have to say on your 
son’s score, else what I shall say to you on ytmr own will 
banish every other thought from your memory. You shall go to 
the apprc^hing Fair at Kirkwajl, and,.on the fifitb day of the 
Fair, you shall walk, at the hour of noon,*'in the outer aisle of 
the Cathedral of Saint Magnus, and there you slmll meet a 
person who will give you tidings of your sun." ^ 
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“ You must speak more distinctly, dame," returned Mer- 
toun, i^comfully, “ ,’f you ho})e that I shall follow your counseL 
I have been fooled in my time by women, but never so grossly 
jis you seem willing to gull me." 

“Hearken then !" said the old woman. “ The word which 
1 Mfieak BhaV touch the nearest secret of tliy life, and thrill 
thee through nerve and bone." 

So Baying,'* she whispered a word into Mertoun's ear, tlie 
of which seemed almost magical. He remained fixed 
and mptionlesfi witli eurpme, as, waving her arm slowly aloft, 
with an air of suiK.Aority and tnumph, Noma ghd^ from him, 
tunH'dj*oiind a corner of the ruins, and was soon out of sight. 

Mertoun offered not to folfow, or to trace her. “ We fly 
I tom our fate m vain ” ho said, as he k'gan to recover himself, 
and turning, lie left behind him the desolate ruins wit;i their 
lemetery As he looked back from the very last fKunt at 
whuh the church was visible, he saw the figure of Norua, 
l^nilfled 111 her mantle, standing on the very summit of the 
rmued tower, and stretching out to the sea-breeze stimething 
\\hi( h resembled a whit'^ })ennou, or flag. A feeling of horror, 
simiUvr to that excited by her last words, a^ain thrilled through 
his bosom, and l^o hastened onwards with unwonted speeti, 
until lie hail left the church of Samf Niinan, with its Imy of 
sand, far iMdiind him 

tM)oi’i hiK arnv.d at Yarlshof, the alteration in his counte- 
minee was so great, that Swertlia coiyectured he was almut to 
fall into one of those fits of deep melancholy which she termed 
hm dark hour * 

“ And what bettor could be expected," Uiought Swertlia, 
“ when he must needs go visit Noma of the Fitful Head, when 
she was in the haunted Kirk of Saint Ringan’s 1” 

Hut without testify"liig any other symptoms of on fidienatcil 
iiuiui, than that of deep and sullen de^jection, her master 
acquainted^her with his intention to go to the Fair of Kirk¬ 
wall,—a thing so contrail to hia usual habits, that the house 
l^oe{Kr well-nigh refused to credit her ears. Shortly after, he 
heard, with apparent indifference, the aocoimte returned by the 
(UiFereut persons who bail been sent out in quest of Mordaunt, 
by sm and ^and, who all of them returned without Miy tidings, 
liie etpianimity yrith which Mertoun heard the report of their 
bail, success, conviiiced Swertha still more firmly that in his 
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interview with Noma, that issne had been predictetl to him by 
the «byl whom he had consulted. i ^ 

The township weje yet more surprised, when their tacksman, 
Mr. Mertoan, as if on some sudden resolirtion, made preparar 
tions to visit Kirkwall during the Fair, although he hajJ 
hithj^^rto avoided sedulously all such places of public resort. 
Swertha puzzled herself a good deid, without being able to 
penetrate this mystery, and vexed herself still more concern¬ 
ing the fate of her young master. ^ But her eoncem was much 
softened by the dejmsit of a sum of money, setming, 
m<^erat 0 in itself, a treasure in her eyes, her master put 

into her hands, ai'qiuiinting hor^ at the same time, thaWhe bad 
taken his passage for Kirkwall, in a small Iwirk Ijhlougmg to 
the proprietor of the island of Mousa. ^ 


OHAPTEU TWENTY-SUTH. 

Nao Iiuiger w«pt,—hor tcurs wcic a' spi^nt,— 

Despiir it -wok coiuc, iiiui she thought it <*ontent; 

She thought it coutunt, but her cheek it (j)pew pele, 

And she droop’d, tike a Jily bnike dowu by the had * 

^ CONTINOATION OF AUUD Itl^lUN UlUl 

This condition of Minna much resoniblcd that of t}^‘ village 
hoioine in Lady Ann Lindsay’s beautiful balkwl. IL » natural • 
firmness of mipd {gtvented lier from feiuking under the piessure 
of the horrible secret, which liaunted her while awake, and was 
yet more tornieiiting during her broken and hurried slumbers 
There is no gnef so dreadful as that which we dare ifot coniimi- 
uicate, and in which we can neither ask nor iltsiro sympathy , 
and when to this is added the burden oi a guilty iny8t»»ry to an 
iii/.ocent bosom, th5re is little wonder that Minna’s health should 
have sunk under the burden. • • 

To the friends around, her habits and manpers, nay, her 
temper, seemed altered to such an extraordinary degree, that 

it w no wonder that some should have ascrilied the change to 

• ' • 

^ It U iroctb while MyiBg, that this motto, And tiie#asciiptJoii the beftntiful 
ballAd from WhJdi it 1$ taken to the Kfgbt Hononrablc Ijady Ann Llodeay, occa- 
eioDAd the itig«nio(u authoress’s sckoowl^gruSQt of the ballad, of which the Edttor, 
on her permissSou, i«ibJfshcd ftawall Imurcsnou, meerUwl to Uie llannAt} ite.Oluh. 
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Witchcraft, and some to incipient madness She became unable 
to bcajr the flolitiid^ m which she formerly delighted to spend 
her time; yet when she hurried into society, it was without 
either joining in, or attending to, what [lassed. Generally she 
aippeared wrapped in sad, and even sullen abstraction, until 
her attentioiv,was suddenly roused by some casual mention of 
tlie name of Cleveland, or of Mordaunt Mcrtoiin, at which she 
started with the horror of one who sees the lighted match 
api)lied to a charged mine, pud expects to be instantly involved 
in the,effects of tlie explosion. And when she observed that 
the discovery w^s tiot yet made, it was so far from being a 
coiiHola"^ion, that she dmost wished the worst was known, 
ratlier than endure tlie continued agonies of suspense 

Her conduct tow^ards her sister was so variable, yet uni¬ 
formly so painful lO the kmd-hearted Brenda, that it Sbemed 
to all around one of the strongest features of her malady. 
Sometimes Miniiji was impelled to seek her sister’s company, as 
if the ccasciousneas that they were common sufferers by a 
misfortune of which she herself alone could grasp the extent, 
and then suddenly the ffeeling of the injury which Brenda had 
received through the suppf>sed agency of \}levclaud, made her 
unable to bear her presence, and still less to endure the cous<b 
lation which her sister, mistaking the nature of her malady, 
vainly endeavoured to admmiater. Frequently, also, did it 
hapjjcn, that, while Brenda was imploring her sister to take 
comfort, she incautiously touched upon some subject which 
thrilled to tlie very centre of her soul, so that, unable to con¬ 
ceal her agony, Mmna would rush hastily from the apart¬ 
ment. All these different moods, though they too much 
resembled; to one who knew not their refd source, the caprices 
of uiikiiul estrangement, Brenda endured with such prevailing 
and unruffled gentJemisa of disposition, that Minna was fre¬ 
quently moved to slied floods of tears upon her neck; and, 
perhaps, the moraeuts m wliich she did so, though iinbittered 
by the recollection that her fatal secret concerned the destruc¬ 
tion of Brerida’s happiness as well as her own, were still, 
soffened as they were by sisterly affection, the mmt endurable 
moments of this moat miserably period of her life. 

The effects of thd* ^temations of moping melancholy, fearfril 
agitation, and bursts of nervous feelmg, were soon vimble on 
the poor young wofinan’s face and persoiL She bt»:ame pale 
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and eofikcmted; her eye lost the steady quiet look of happiuesh 
aud ionooenoe, and was alternately dun and wdd, as she was 
acted upon by a general feeling of her o^i distressful coudi- 
tion, or by some (fhicker and more poignant sense of agony. 
Her very features seemed to change, and become sharp and 
eager, and her voices, which, in its ordinary toue^ was low adS 
pk^d, now sometimes sunk in inditftmct muttorings, and some¬ 
times was raised beyond the natural key, m hasty and abrupt 
exclamations. When in company with others, slie was sullenly 
silent, and when she ventured mtof solitude, wt^s oliserved (Ibr 
it was now thought very proper to watch hfor on such oc^ious) 
to speak much to herself. ' 

The pharmacy of the is^nds was in vain ressrted to by 
Minna’s anxious father. Siqjea of both sexes, who knew tlie 
virtues of every herb which drinks the*dsw, atid aiigmeiiteil 
these virtues by words of might, used while they prcj^iared and 
applied the medicines, ivore attended with no benefit, and 
Magnus, in the utmost anxiety, was at last*iudqced to Save 
recourse to the advice ot his kinswoman, ^orua of the Fitful 
HeJii, although, owing to circumstances, noticed m the oeursc 
of the Btory, there was at this tune some eatrangeuient between 
jfaam. liis first application was in vain—l^lorna was then 
at her usual place of sesideuce, u|k>u the ‘sea-coast, near the 
hoadlaufl from which she usually took her designation; but, 
although Erie Scambestor iiimself brought the messpgc^ \ihc 
refused jiositively to see him or return any answer. 

Magnus was angry at the slight put uivm his mesaoi ^er aud * 
message, but Jus aifxiety on Minna’s account, as well as the 
respect which he had for Noma’s real uiisfortuiies and im]nitc<i 
wii^om and po\w&r, prevented him from indulgiug, on the 
present occasion, his* usual irritability of disposition. On the 
contrary, he determined to make an anplicatidn to his kins¬ 
woman in his^own person. He kept his purpose, however, to 
himself, and only flesired his daughters to be jin readiness to 
attend him upon a visit to a relation whom he haH not seen 
for some time, and directed them, at the same time, to carry 
some provisions along with them, as the journey was distant, 
and they might perliaps find their fnend unprovii^d. 

Unaccustomed to ask explam^tions of h)^ pleasure, and hop 
mg thfld exercise and the amusement of such an excursion 
might be of service to hm* sister, Brenda, upon whom all house 
VOL. XIll V * 
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hold and family charges now devolved, caused the nocessary 
fjreparations to be jn^e for the expedition, and on the next 
inoriiiiig, they were engaged m tracing the long and tedious 
course of beach and of moorland, which, only varied by occa¬ 
sional patches of oats and barley, where a little ground had 
b(!!en selected for cultivation, divided Burgli Westra from the 
north-westeni extremity the Mamland (as the prmcipal 
island is called), which terminates in the cape called Fitful 
Head, as the south-western point ends in the cape of Sum- 
hiirgh 

On they went, tiiirough wild and over wold, the Udaller 
bestriding a strong, square-made, well-barrelled palfrey, of 
Norwegian**^breed, somewhat tSiller, and yet as s’tout, as the 
ojdmaiy jKinies of the country'; while Minna and Brenda, 
lamed, amongst other aceoinplLshinents, for their horsemuiislup, 
ro<le two of those hardy animals, which, bred and rearetl with 
more pains than is usually liestowed, showed, both by the neat¬ 
ness of thei* foito and their activity, that the race, so much 
ami so carelessly neglected, is cajiable of being improved into 
beaiily without losing snything of its spirit or vigour. Ihey 
were attended by two servants on horsebaik, and two on foot, 
se<‘uro that the last circumstance would be no delay to thei' 
journey, because a great jiart of the way was so rugged, or so 
marshy, that the horses could only move at a foot pate, and 
that, whenever they met with any considerable tract of hard 
and even ground, they had only to borrow from the nearest 
lierd of pHjinies the use of a couple for the accommodation of 
these i>edestrians * 

The jiiumey was a melancholy one, and little conversation 
oa;cept when the UdaJler, pressed by impatience and 
vocation, urged his f»ony to a qui<^ pace, and again, recollect¬ 
ing Minna’s weak stat« of health, slackened to a walk, and re¬ 
iterated inquiries how she felt herself, and whether the fatigue 
was not too much for her. At noon the party halted, and 
partook of some refreshment, for which they had made ample 
[irovision, beeido a pleasant spring, the pureness of whose 
^vaters, however, did not suit the Udaller’s palate, until quali¬ 
fied by a liberal addition of right Nanta:. After he had a 
second, yea and a third time, filled a large silver travelling-cup, 
emlxissed with a Genuan Onpid smoking a pipe, and a German 
Bacchus emptying his flask down the of a bear, he l>egaii 
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to beccftne more talkative than vexation had permitted him to 
be during the early part of their journey,^and thus addressfwl 
his daughters.— 

*‘WeIl, children*we are within a league or two of Noma’s 
dwelling, and we shall soon see how the old sfiell-mutteror wull 
receive ub ^ 

Minna mternipted her father witti a faint exclamation, while 
Brenda, surprised to a great degree, exclaimed, “ Is it tlieii to 
Noma that we are to make this visit'^-Heaven foibid i” 

“And wherefore should Heaved forbid 1” sapl the Ud»ille;r, 
knitting his brows, “wherefore, I would*gladly know, should 
Heaven fortiid me to visit my kmswoman, whose skill^inay be 
of use to your sister, if any jvdhnau m Zetland, or tnfui either, 
can be of fW'rvice to her?—Y(Tu are a fooL Bremla,—your sister 
has i|iore sense—Cheer up, Minna'—tlfoiswerf ever wont to 
like her sfmgs and 8tone*s, ^nd used to hang about licr neck, 
when little^ Brenda cried and ran from Ijcr like a Si>aniHh 
merchantman Iroin a Dutch capei "* • » * 

“I wish she may not frighten me as njuch to day, father,” 
repfied Brenda, deJirous of indulging l^Jiiiiui iii her tacitii#nity, 
and at the same 4une to amuse her father by sustaining 
Jibe conversation ; “ 1 have heard so much of lu'r dwelling, 
that 1 am rather aJaiiucd at tlie thought of going tliore un¬ 
invited.*' 

“ Thou art a fool,” said Magnus, “ to think that a ysit from 
her kinsfolks can ever come amias to a kind, hearty, njaltland 
heart, like my cousin Noma's —Ami, now I tlimk on ", I will * 
l>e sworn that is the reason why sfie would not rocc ve Eric 
S<*ambestor ' — It is many a long day since 1 liave 8(‘en her 
chimney smoke, Hud I have never carried you th\ther---Siu* 
hath indeeii some n^it to cldl me unkind. But I will ttdl Irt 
the truth—and that is, that thougli sinji Ikj tlie fashion, I do 
not think it ig fair or honest to eat up the substauec of lone 
women-f&lks, as we* do that of our brotluT Udders, when w'c 
roll about from house to house in the winter season, until we 
gather like a snowlwill, and eat up all wherever we come.” 

“ There is no fear of our putting Noma t<) any distress just 
now,” replied Brenda, “for I have ample provision of every 
thing that we can possibly neeH—fish, and bacon^ and salted 

* A light amed vessel of the <ieveiiteentL century, adapted for privateer 
bg, and much used hy ihc^|[>titsh 
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mutton, and dried geese—more than we could eat in a week, 
besides enough of liquor for you, father ” 

“Right, right, ray girl!” said the Udaller; “a well-found 
ship makes a merry voyage—so we shall only want the kind¬ 
ness of Noma’s roof, and a little bedding for you; for, as to 
myself, my ajja-cloak, and honest dry boards of Norway deal, 
suit me better than your 6idor-gown cushions and mattresses 
So that Noma will have the pleasure of seemg us without hav¬ 
ing a stiver’s worih of trouble." 

“ I wish she may think it a pleasure, air," replied Brenda 
“ Why, what does the girl mean, in the name of the Martyr 1” 
replied ^Magnus Vroil; “ dost thou think my kinswoman is a 
heathen, who will not rejoice u) ^ee her own flesh and blorwi ? 
—I would I were os sure of a good year’s fishing f—No, no ! T 
only fear we mayofind her from home at present, for idie is 
olten a wanderer, and all with thinking over much on what can 
never be helped " * 

Minna sighed* deeply as her father spoke, and tho Udaller 
went on :— 

“Dost thou sigh at„that, ray girl 1 —wiiy ’tis the fau?t of 
half the world—let it uev<ir be thme own, Almna " 

Another suppie^ed sigh mtimat<‘d that the caution cam' 
bm late. 

“ I believe you are afraid of my eousin as well as Brenda is," 
sain tliq Udallor, gazing on her pale countenance, “ if so, 
speak the word, and we will return hack again as if we liad the 
wind on our quart.er, and were running fifteen knots by tho line " 
“Do, for Heaven’s sake, sister, let us retnni!" said Brenda, 
imjdonngly , “you know—you remember—you must lie well 
aware that Norna can do nought to help you.''’ 

“ It is but too true,” said Miniiaj in a subdued voice ; “ but I 
know not-—she may gnawer a question—a question that only 
tlie miserablo may ask of the miserable." 

“ Nay, my kinswoman is no miser,” answered the* TJdaller, 
who only heard the beginning of the word; “ a good income 
she has, both’ in Orkney and here, and many a fair lispond of 
•butter is jiaui to her. But the poor have the best share of’it, 
and shame fqll the Zotlander who begrudges them; the rest 
sfie spends, I wot nof: how, in her journeys through the islands. 
But you will laugh to see her house, and Nick Strumpfer, whom 
she <*all8 Pacolet—many folks think N^ is the devil: hut he 
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is flesfi and blood, like any of u«—his father lived in Gnmnsay* 
—I shall be glad to see Nick again.” • • 

While the UdaDer thus ran on, Brenda, who, in recompense 
for a less portion of imagmation than her sister, was gifted 
with sound common sense, was debating with herself the pr^F' 
bable effect of this visit on her sister's health. She came finally 
to the resolution of speaking with her father aside upon the 
first occasion which their journey should afford. To him she 
fletermmed to communicate the •whole particulars of their , 
nocturnal interview with Noma,—to whi^h, aAong otJher agi¬ 
tating causes, she attributed the depression hf Minna’s spirits, 
—and then make himself the judge whether he o^htf to per¬ 
sist m his visit to a person 8A.singular, and expose his daughter 
to all^ the shock which her nerves nvighi jj^osaibly receive from 
the intervjetiif 

Just as sjie had amved rft this wncluaion, her father, dashing 
the cruml^s from his laced waistcoat witk one hand, •and 
receiving with the other a fourth cup of brand^ anti water, 
dratk devoutly to«tho success of their vo 3 i^o, and ordered all 
to be m readiness fjp set forward, Wlnlst they were saddling 
Ifheir pomes, Brenda, with some difficulty, contrived to make 
ner father understand she wislied to speak w ith him in private 
—no small surprise to the honest Udaller, who, though secret 
as the grave m the very few things where he considered seorocy 
as of iinportauce, was so far from practising mystery it? general, 
that his most imjiorlant affairs were often discussei by him# 
openly in pre^nce (if his whole family, servants inclmbd 

But far greater was his astonishment, when, remaining pur¬ 
posely with his slaughter Brenda, a little m the wake, as he 
termed it, of the other riders, he hetird the whole'account of 
Noma’s visit to Burgh Westra, and of the coirtiimnication with 
which she liad then astounded his (laughters For a long 
time he could* uttet nothing but interjections, and ended with 
a thousand curses on his kinswoman’s folly* in* tellmg his 
daughters such a history of horror. 

I have often heard,” said the Udaller, “ that she was quite 
mi^d, with all her wisdom, and all her knowledge of the seasons; 
and, by the bones of-my namesake, the IV^rtyr, I begin now to 
brieve it most awuredly I I know no more how to steer than 
if 1 had lost my comp^ Had I known tins before we set out, 
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I think I had remained at home; but now that we have come 
so far, and that Noma expects us”- 

“Expects us, father’” said Brenda, ‘ how can that l)e 

“ Why, that I know not—but she that can tell how the wind 
is to blow, can tell which way we are designing to nde. She 
must not be provoked,—perhaps she has done my family this 
ill for the words I hod with her about that lad Mordaunt Mer- 
toun, and if so, she can undo it again;—and so she shall, or I 
will know the causr wherefore. But I will try fair words 
first.” 

Finding it thus settled that they were to go forward, Brenda 
endeavoured next to learn from her father whether Norna’s tale 
was founded :n re^lily. He shook his head, groaned bitterly, 
and in a few words acknowledged that the whole, so far as 
concerned her intngue with a stranger, and her father's death, 
of -^irhich she became the accidental and most mnocent cause, 
wiis a matter of sad and mdisputable truth. “For her in¬ 
fant,” he said, “he could never, by any mears learn \'hat 
became of it ” ^ 

“Her infantexclaimed Brenda, “she spoke not a wor.l 
of her infant' ” 

“ Then I wish my tongue had been blistered,” said the 
Ud..ller, “ when I told you of it!—I see that, young and old, 
a man has no better chance of keeping a secret from you women, 
tlian an eel to keep himself in his hold when ho is sniggled 
with a loop of horse-hair—sooner or later th.e fisher teazes him 
out of his hole, when he has once the noose round his neck.” 

“ But the infant, my father,” said Brenda, still insistmg on 
the particulars of this extraordinary story, “what became 

of It?” 

“ Carried off, I fancy, by the blackguard Vaughan,” answered 
the XJdnller, with a gruff accent, whi^ plainly betokened how 
weary he was of the subject. 

“By Vaughan?” said Brenda, “the lover of poor Noma, 
^doubtless I—what sort of man was he, father?” 

“ Why, much like other men, I fancy,” answered the Udaller, 
“I never saw him ,|n my life.—He kept company with the 
Scottish families at Kirkwall; and I with the good old Norse 
folk—Ah ’ if Noma had dwelt always amongst her own kin, 
and not kept comiiauy with her Swttish acauaintance, ahe 
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vrould have known nothing of Vaughan, and things might liave 
been otherwise—But then I should ha^is known nothing of 
your blessed mother, Brenda—and that," he said, his large blue 
eyes shining with a tear, “ would have saved me a short joy 
and a long sorrow.^’ . 

“ Noma could but U1 have supplied my mether’s place to 
you, fether, as a compamon and a friend—^that is, judging from 
all I have heard," said Brenda^ with some hesitation. But 
Magnus, softened by recollections pf his beldved wife, answered 
her with more indulgence than she oxpecf^^d. • • 

“I woyld have been content," he said,to have wedded 
Noma at that time. It would bave been the soldering of an 
old quarrel—the healing of Ep old sore. All our bfood relations 
wisl^d it, and, situated as I was, esp^ially qot having seen 
your blessed mother, I had little will to oppose thoir counsels 
You must,not judge of Ifcraa or of me by such an ai)pearance 
as we now present to you—She was young a|jd beautiful, g,iid 1 
gamesome as a Highland buck, and little caring Vbat haven I 
m^ie for, having^ as I thought, more thcCn one under my lee 
But Noma prefer^d this man Vaughan, and, as I tofd you 
^before, it was, perhaps, the best kmduess she could have done 
* to me.” , . 

“Ah, poor kinswoman!” said Brenda. “But believe you, 
father, m the lugh powers which she claims—in the mysi^ious • 

vision of the dwarf—m the"- • • 

She was mterrupted in these questions by MagnuK, to whoiq 
they were obviously displeasing. 

“ I believe, Brenda," he said, “ according to the belief of my 
forefathers—I pretend not to be a wiser man than they were 
in their time,—and they all believed that, in cifces of great 
worldly distress, Providence opened the eyes 'of the mmd, and 
afford^ the sufferers a vision of futiiAty. It was but a trim¬ 
ming of the "boat* with reverence,”—hero he touched his hat 
reverentially; “ and after all the shiftmg of bs^laat, \yoQi Noma 
is as heavily loaded in the bows as ever was an Orkneyman’a 
yawl at the dc^-fishmg—she has more than affliction enougli 
on board to balance whatever gifts she may have hafl m the 
midst of her calamity. They'are as painful td her, poor soul, 

88 a crown of thorns would be to her brows, thoii|[h it were the 
badge of the empire of Denmark. And do not you, Brenda, 
seek to be wiser than your fathers. Your sister Minna, diefore 
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she was so ill, had as much reverence for whatever was pro¬ 
duced iq Norse, as had been in the Pope's bull, which is all 
written in pure Latin.” 

“Poor Noma 1” repeated Brenda; “and her child—was it 
»>ever recovered'?” ^ ► 

“What do (T know of her child 1” said the Udaller, more 
gruffly than before, “ except that she was very ill, both before 
and after the birth, though we kept her as merry as we could 
with pipe and hai'p, and so forththe child had come before 
its time into thu bustlmg world, so it is likely it has been long 
dead.—But you kijow* nothing of all these matters, i^reuda; so 
get along for a foolish girl, au^ ask no more questions al^ut 
what it does'not become you to inquire into.” 

So saying the Udallef gave his sturdy little palfrey the ijipur, 
and catering ^^wa]^d over rough and smooth, while the pony’s 
accuracy and firmness of stepL put all<^difficultiea of the path at 
secure defiance,^ h^^ placed himself soon by the side of the 
melancholy Mtnna, and permitted her sister to have no farther 
share in his conversation than as it was addressed to th^m 
jointly. She could but comfort herself with the hope, that, as 
Mmna's disease appeared to have its seat m the imagination, ^ 
the remedies recommended by Noma might have some chance 
of bemg effectual, since, m idl probability, they would Jbe ad¬ 
dressed to the same faculty. 

Tlieir v'ay had hitherto held chiefly over moss and moor, 
varied occasionally by the necessity of making a circuit around 
the heads of tliose long lagoons, c^led voes, ,jvhich nm up into 
and indent the country in such a manner, thatj though the 
Mamland of Zetland may be thirty miles or more m length, 
tliere is, perhaps, no part of it which is more than three miles 
distant from the salt water. But they had now approached 
the north-western extrei6ity of the isle, and travelled along the 
top of an immense ridge of rocks, which had for a^es withstood 
the rage of the Northern Ocean, and of all the winds by which 
it is buffeted. 

*At length exclaimed Magnus to his daughters, “There is 
Noma’s dwelling!—Look up, Minna, my love; for if this does 
not make you laugh, nothing will.—Saw you ever anything 
but an OBprey-that wodld have made such a na»t for herself as 
that IS I—By my namesake’s bones, there is not the like of it 
that living thing, ever dwelt in (having no wings and the use 
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of reason), unless it chanced to be the Frawa Stack off Pa[)a, 
where the Eang^s daughter of Norway was shut up to ke^p her 
from her lovers—and all to little purpose, if the tale be true,* 
for, maidens, I would have you to wot that it is hard to keep 
dax from the lowe/'k 

* The Frawa Stack, or Maiden Rock, an inaccessible cli^, divided by a 
narrow gulf from the island of Papa, has on the summit some ruins, con- 
oeming which there is a legend aimUar to that of Danah 

t Lowe, flame • 


CHAPTER TWlHfTY-SEVENTH. 

• * • 

Thnce from the cavern's darksome womb 
Her groaning soice arose . 

* And come, my daughter, fearless come. 

And fearless tell thy woes ! • 

Meikle 

i 

Tue dwelling of Noma, though none but a native of Zetl&nd, 
familiar, durmg his whole life, with every variety of rock- 
sffenery, could have seen anything ludicrous,m this situation, 
was not vnaptly compared by Magnus Troil to the eyry of the 
osprey or sea-eagles It was very small, and had been fabnea^ 
out of one of those dens whieh are called Burghs and piots- 
houses m Zetland, and Duns on the mainland of Scotia d and 
the Hebndes, and wj^ch seemed to bo the first effort at archi¬ 
tecture—^the connecting link betwixt a fox's hole m a cairn of 
loose stones, and attempt to construct a human habitation 
out of the same matetials, without the use of lime or«cement of 
any kmd,—without any timber, so far as can* be seen from 
their remains,—without any knowledge 8f the arch or of the 
stair. Such they are, however, the munerous remains of 
these dwellings, for there is one found on every headland, islet, 
or point of vantage, which could afford the mhabitants addi¬ 
tional means of defence, tend to prove that the renlote people by 
whom these Burghs were constructed, were a numerous race, and 
that the islands had then a much greater population, than, from 
other drcumstances, we might have been 1^ to anticipate. 

The Buigh of which we at present speak had been altered 
and repaired at a later period, probably by some petty desipot, 
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or sea-rover, who, tempted by the security of the situation, 
whicK occupied tl^ whole of a projecting pomt of rock, and 
was divided from the mainland by a rent or chasm of some 
depth, had built some additions to it in the rudest style of 
Gothic defensive architecture,—had plastered the inside with 
lime and clay, and broken out wmdows for the admission of 
light and air; and finally, by roofing it over, and dividmg it 
into storeys by means of beams of wreck-wood, had converted 
the whole into ‘ a tower,, resemblmg a pyramidical dovecot, 
formed by a <double wall, still containmg within its thickness 
that set of circuVxr galleries, or concentric rings, wlpch is proper 
to all #the forts of this pnmitjve construction, and which seem 
to have cdhstituted the only shelwjr which they were onginally 
qualified to afford to,,their shivering inhabitants,* , 

Tins singular habitation, built out of the loose stoneff which 
lay scatteied around, and exposed for ages to the vicissitudes of 
tlie elements, as grey, weatherbeaten, and wasted, as the 
ro(M£ on which it was founded, and from which it could not 
easily be distinguished, so completely did ifc resemble in cijtloiir, 
anii'so little did it differ m regulanty of shape from, a pinnacle 
or fragment of the cliff, ■ ^ 

Minna’s habitual mdifference to all that of late had passed 
around her, was for a moment suspended by the sigiht of an 
abode, which at another and happier period'of her life, would 
have, attracted at once her curiosity and her wonder. Even 
now she seemed to feel interest as she gazed upon this singular 
retreat, and recollected it was that of„certdn misery, and 
[irobablo msanity, connected, as its inhabitant asserted, and 
Minna’s faith adnoitted, with power over th# elements and the 
capacity of intercourse with the invisible world. 

“ Our kinswoman,” she muttered, “ has chosen her dwelling 
well, with no more ol earth than a sea-fowl might rest upon, 
and all around sightless tempests and ragkig whves. Despair 
and magical p»wer could not have a fitter residence.” 

^ Brenda, on the other hand, shuddered when she looked 
on the dwelling to which they were advancing, by a difficult, 
dangerous, and precarious path, which sometimes, to her great 
terror, approached to the verge of the precipice; so that, 
Zetlander as she wis, and confident as she had reason to be in 
the stea/liness and sagacity of the sure-iboted pony, she could 
V ^ Note Q. Pictish Biurgh. 
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scarce suppress an inclination to giddiness, especially at one 
point, when, being foremost of the party, apd turning a sharj) 
angle of the rock, her feet, as they projected from the side of 
the pony, hung for an instant sheer over the ledge of the pre¬ 
cipice, so that thertJ was nothing save empty space betwixt th<»#* 
sole of her shoe, and the white foam, of the vexeA ocean, whnjh 
dashed, howled, and foamed, five hundred feet below. Wliat 
•would have driven a maiden of another country into deliriuni, 
gave her but ^momentary uneasiness, which Vas mstantly lost 
in the hope that the impression which t^^e sctwie appeared to 
make on her sister’s imagination might be ^favourable to her 
cure. • • 

She could not help lookiifg back to see how Minna should 
pass the point of peril, which she hersalf^had just rounded , 
and could hear the strong voice of the Udaller, tliough to him 
such rough, paths were faidilmr as the smooth sea-beach, call, 
in a tone of some anxiety, Take heed, yarta*” as Minna, yitli 
an ^eager look, dropped her bridle, and stretched* forward her 
arnfs, and even her body, over the precipidb, in the attitude of 
the wild swan, wh^, balancing itself,‘and spreading its hroad 
^pinions, it prepares to launch from the clilf on the bosom of the 
winds Brenda felt, at that instant, a jiang of unutterable 
terror, Which left a strong impression on her nerves, even when 
relieved, as it ifistantly was, by her sister recovering h^self 
and sitting upright on her saddle, the ojiportunity aix^ tempta¬ 
tion (if she felt it) passing away, as the quiet steau ^ animal, 
which suppoijied h«r rounded the projecting angle, ami iunied 
its patient and firm step from the verge of the precipice 

They now attained a more level and open space of ground, 
being the flat top of an isthmus of projecting rock* narrowing 
again towards a point, where it was tenninated by the chasm 
Wiiich separated the small peak, or etach^ occupied by Noma’s 
habitation, from fhe main ridge of cliff and precipice This 
natural fosse, which seemed to have been thf work of some 
convulsion of nature, was deep, dark, and irregular, narrower 
towards the bottom, which could not be distmotly seen, and 
widest at top, having the appearance as if that part of the 
cliff occupied by the building had been half rent’away from the 
isthmus which it tenninated,—an idea favoured "by the angle 
at which it seemed to recede from the land, and lean towanis 
the sea, with the building which crowned it. • 



300 yAVERLlCY NOVELS 

* 

This angle of projection was bo considerable, that it required 
recollection to dispel the idea that the rock, so much removed 
from the perpendicular, was about to precipitate itself seaward, 
with its old tower ; and a timorous person would have been 
jjfraid to put foot upon it, lest an addition ^of weight, so incon¬ 
siderable as that of the hupian body, should hasten a catastrophe 
which seemed at every instant impending. 

Without troublmg himself about such fantasies, the Udaller 
rode towards thd tower, and there dismounting^ along with his 
(laughters, gave the ponies in charge to one of their domestics, 
with directions to* disencumber them of their burdens, and turn 
th(;m (»^it for rest and refreshment ujion the nearest heath 
This done,* they approached thq ^gate, which seemed formerly 
to have been^ conne(Ved with the land by a rude drawbridge, 
some of the apparatus of wliich was still visible But t(ie rest 
had been long demolished, and wus replaced by .a stationary 
footbridge, foruyxl of barrel-staves covered with turf, very 
narrow and 'ledgeless, and supported by a sort of arch, con¬ 
structed out of the Jaw-bones of the whde. ■ Along this “fcgg 
of drbod ” the Udaller stepped with his uspaJ portly majesty of 
stride, which tlireatened its demolition and his own at the sam** 
tune, his daughters trod more lightly and more safely after 
him, and the whole party stood before the low and rugged portal 
of Noma’s habitation. * 

“If she should be abroad after all,” said Magnus, as he pbed 
, the black oaken door with repeated blows;—“but if so, we 
will at leiist lie by a day for her return, and-make Nick Strump- 
fer nay the demurrage m bland and brandy.” 

As he spoke, the door opened, and displayed, to the alarm of 
Brenda, and the surprise of Minna herself, a square-made dwarf, 
about four feet five inches high, with a head of most portentous 
size, and features corlesp<m(ient—namely, a huge mouth, a 
tremendous nose, with large black nostrils; which seemed to 
have been slit rewards, blubber lips of an unconscionable size, 
and huge wall eyes, with which he leered, sneered, grmned, and 
goggled on the Udaller as an old acquaintance, without uttering 
a single word. The young women could hardly persuade them¬ 
selves that they did not see before their eyes the veiy demon 
Trcdld, who made suo^ a distmguished figure in Noma’s legend. 
Their father went on addressing this imcoutb apparition in 
lerms of such condescending friendship as the better sort apply 
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to their* inferiors, when they wish, for any immediate purpose, 
to conciliate or coax them,—a tone, by the by, which generally 
contains, in its very familiarity, as much offence as the more 
direct assumption o# distance and superiority. 

** Ha, Nick 1 honest Nick V* said the Udaller, “here you are, 
lively and lovely aS Saint Nicholas your namesake, when h-^ 
18 carved with an axe for the headpiece of a ©utoh doggei 
How dost thou do, Nick, or Pacolet, if you like that lietter 1 
Nicholas, here are my two daughters, neari^^ as handsome as 
thyself thou se^t ” • 

Nick grinned, and did a clumsy obeisance by iS^ay of courtesy, 
but kept kis broad misshapen person firmly placed in the 
doorway. • ^ • 

“Daughters,'* continued thctUdaller, who Beertied to have his 
reasons for speaking this Cerberus fair, at*l^t accord mg to liis 
own irotions of propitiation,—“this is Nick Stmmpfer, maidens, 
whom his unstress calls Pabolet, being a light-limbed dwarf, as 
you see, like him that wont to fly about, hke^a ,S'cw4ri<>, oiu his 
wooden hobbyhorse, in the old story-book of A^alentine ami 
Grain, that you, Mmna, used to read whillt you were a ^hild. 

I assure you he caij^ ke^p his mistress'S counsel, and never tohl 
^e of her secrets in his life—ha, ha, ha ! *' 

The ugly dwarf grmped ten times wider than before, and 
showed* the meaning of the Udaller’s jest, by optming his 
immense jaws, afld throwing back his head, so as to discojrcr, 
that in the immense cavity of his mouth there only ^muained 
the small shnvelled remnant of a tongue, (tajiablc, ,K*rhaps,* 
of assisting hjm ini swallowing his food, but unequal to the 
formation of articulate sounds. Whether this organ had l)ecn 
curtailed by crueky, or injured by disease, it was impossible to 
guess; but that the imfortunate being had not beeh onginally 
dumb, was evident from his retaining the sense of hearing. 
Hrving made this homble exhibition, no repaid the Udaller’s 
mirth with a* loud, horrid, and discordant laugh, which hod 
something in it the more hideous that his mirfh seemed to be 
excited by his own miseiy. The sisters looked .on each other 
in silence and fear, and even the Udaller appeared disoonc^,cd. 

“And how now?” he proceeded after a minute’s pause 
“ When didst thou wash that throat of tljine, thht is about the 
Width of the Pentland Pirth, with a cup of bfandyf Ha, 
Nidc 1 1 have that with me which is sound stuff, boy, ha I” 
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The dwarf bent his beetle-brows, shook his misehafen head, 
and made a quick sharp indication, throwing his right hand up 
to his ohoulder with the thumb pointed backwards. 

“ What I my kinswoman,” said the Udaller, comprehending 
the signal, “ will be angry 1 Well, shalt have a flask to carouse 
when she is from home, old acquaintance j—bps and throats 
may swallow, though they,cannot speak.” 

Pacolet grinned a grim assent 

“ And now,” said the Udaller, “ stand out of the way, 
Pacolet, and let me carry my daughters to see tljeir kinswoman 
liy the bones of Saint Magnus, it shall be a good turn m thy 
way—nay, never shake thy head, man ; for if thy mistress be 
at hoiTio, see her we will.” 

The dwarf again intimated thb impossibility of their being 
admitted, partly by '5igns, partly by mumbling some uncouth 
and most disagreeable sounds, and the Udaller’s mood^’*began 
to arise 

Tittle tattle^, mansaid he; “trouble not me with thy 
gibberish, bdt stand out of the ’way, and the blame, if there 
he any, shall rest w^th me.” * 

So" saying, Magnus Trod laid his stuijdy hand upon the 
collar of the recusant dwarf’s jacket of blue wadmaal, and, with 
a strong, but not a violent grasp, reraqved him from the door¬ 
way, pushed him gently aside and entered, followed by-his two 
daughters, whom a sense of apprehension, ansmg out of all 
which’ they saw and heard, kept very close to him. A crooked 
and dusky passage, through which Magnus led the way, was 
dimly eulighteiied by a shot-hole, comm'micating with the 
interior of the building, and onginally intended, doubtless, to 
command the entrance by a hagbut or cuJverin. As they 
ajiproached' nearer, for tliey walked slowly and with hesitation, 
the light, imperfect as it was, was suddenly obscured, and on 
looking upward to dis^jem the cause, Brenda was startled to 
oliserve the pale and oliscurely-aeen countenance of Noma 
gazing dowDwai*J upon them, without speaking a word. There 
w^ nothing extraordinary in this, as the mistress of the man¬ 
sion might be naturally enough looking out to see what guests 
wore thus suddenly and unceremomoualy intruding themselves 
on her presence. Still, however, the natural paleness of her 
features, exaggerated fiy tlie light in which they were at present 
exhibited,—the immovable sternness of her look, which showed 
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neithef Icindness nor courtesy of civil reception,—her dead 
silence, and the singular appearance of everything about her 
dwelling, augmented the dismay which Bienda had already 
conceived. Magnu# Troil and Minna had walked slowly 
forward, without observing the apparition of their singular 
hostess. • 


CHAPTER TWENTY-EIGHTH, 

ft 

The witch then raised her wither’d ar^, 

And waved iier wawd on high, 

And, while she spdke the mutter’d charm, 

Dark lightning ftll’d her eye. 

“ This should be tho stair,'' said the TJdaller, blundering in 
the dark against some ;m of irregular ascenV—This sh'Sild 
be t^c stair, nnhjss niy muinory greatly fail me, u'J', and theie 
she ftts," he added,‘pansiug at a halfojen door, “ with all her 
tackle about her as visual, and as busy, doubtless, as the devil 
i|f a gale of wind.” 

As he ma^le this irre-vserent comparison, he entered, folioived 
by his d&ughters, the darkened apartment m which Noriia was 
seated, amidst a confused collection of books of various lan¬ 
guages, parchment scrolls, tablets and atones inaerdf'd 'witli 
the straight and angular characters of the Runic alpha “t, and < 
similar articlcf^ whieh the vulgar might have conntvjtrjd with 
the exercise of the forbidden arts. There was also lying in the 
chamlier, or bung* over the rude and ill-coiitnved chimney, an 
old shirt of mail, ifith the heaiipiece, battle-axe, lind lance, 
which had on<3e belongexi to it, and on ^ shel^ were disjuised, 
in great orde^, several of those cunous stone axes, formed of 
green granite, whiCh are often found m these islands, where 
they are called thimderbolts by the cominoti people, wdio 
usually preserve them as a charm of security agayist the effects 
of lightuing. There were, moreover, to be seen amid the strange 
collection, a stone sacrificial knife, used perha[>s for immolating 
human victims, and one or two tif the brazen implements called 
Celts, the purpose of which has troubled tlie reixwd of so many 
antiquaries. A variety of other articles, some of which liarl 
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neither name nor were capable of description, lay in confusion 
about the apartment, and in one comer, on a quantity of 
witliered sea-weedy reposed what seemed, at fiwt view, to be a 
large unshapely dog, but, when seen more 'closely, proved to be 
a tame seal, which it had been Noma’s amusement to domes¬ 
ticate. 

This uncouth favourite bnstled up in its comer upon the 
arrival of so many strangers, with an alertness similar to that 
which a terrestnal dog would have displayed on a similar 
occasion; but Norna remained motionless, seated b^ind a 
table of rough granite, propped up by misshapen feet of the 
same material, winch, besides the old book with which she 
seemed' to be busied, sustained a cake of the coarse unleavened 
bread, three parts oatmeal, and one the sawdust of fir, which is 
used by the poor peasants of Norway, beside which stood a jar 
of water, 

Magnus Troll remained a minute in silence gazing upon 
his, kinswoman, .while the smgulanty of her mansion inspired 
Brenda witli much fear, and changed, though but for a moment, 
the melam^holy and abstracted mood of Minna, mto a feeling 
of interest nut uiimixed with awe. The silence was interrupted 
by tlie Udaller, who, unwilling on the one hand to give lua 
kinswoman offence, and desirous on the other to show tliat he 
was not daimted by a reception so singular, opened Hhe con 
vei^^jation thus.— 

“ I give you good e’en, cousin Noma—my daughters and 1 
have come far to see you.” 

Norna raised her eyes from her volume, looked full at hei 
visitors, then lot them quietly sit down on the leaf with which 
she seemed to be engaged. *7 

“Nay, cousin,” said Magnus, “take >our own time—our 
busmess with you can ’jvait your leisure.—See here, Minna, 
what a fair prospect here is of the cape, scarce a quarter of a 
mile off 1 you may see the billows breaking on it topmast high. 
Our kinswemau has got a prettj' seal, too, —Here, sealchie, my 
man, whew, whew 1 ” 

* The seal took no farther notice of the Udaller’s advances to 
l^uaintauce, than by uttering a low growl. 

“ He is not so well tramed,” continued the Udaller, affecting 
an air of ease and unconcern, “as Peter MacKaw’s, the old 
piper of Stornoway, who had a seal that fiopped its tail to the 
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tune of Gitberfae, and acknowledged no other whatever.*— 
Weil, couain,” he concluded, observing that Noma c^aed her 
book, are you gaing to give us a welcome at last, or must we 
go further than our blood-relation’s house to seek one, and tliut 
when the evening is wearing late apace?” 

“Ye dull and hard-hearted generation, as d<ihf as the adder 
to the voice of the charmer,” answered Noma, addressing them, 

why come ye to me ? You have slighted every waruiiig I 
could give of the commg harm, and now tha^ it hath come upviii 
jrou, ye seek ray counsel when it can avail you •nothing:” 

“ Look, you, kinswoman,” said the UdaRer, with his usual 
frankness, and boldness of maimer and accent, “ | mUst needs 
tell you that your courtesy ihsometlimg of the coarstwt and tiie 
coldest I cannot say that I ever saw aa ^der,#m regard thcie 
are lionc m these parts, but touching my own thoiiglits ol 
what such,a thmg may bd*, it cannot be termed a smtable (;om- 
i»arison to me or to my daughters, and that d would have you 
to know For old acquaintance, and certain otticr reasoiiH, 1 
do} not leave your house upon the instant; but as wxm(> 
hithei lu all kmdq^ss and civility, ao*l pray you to receive me 
,witli the like, otherwise we will depart, and leave shame on 
*youi inhospitable threshold ” 

“ H«w !” said Nonia, “dai’o you use such bold language in 
the house of ond from whom all men—from whom you four- 
self—come to solicit counsel and aid ? They who H])^ak*to the 
Reimkcnnar, must lower their voice to her before wo cn wind* 
and waves hush Ixdh blast and billow.” 

Blast au^ billow may hush themselves if they will,” re¬ 
plied the iieremptory Udaller, “ but that will not I. I speak 
in the house of my friend as in my own, and s^ke sail to 
none.” 

“ And hope ye,” said Noma, “ by this rudeness to compel me 
to answer to*your*interrogatQnes?” 

“Kinswoman,” repbwi Magnus Troil, “I kifbwuot so much 
as you of the old Norse sagas 3 but this I know, that when 

* The MacBawa were foliowors of the MacKenzieii, whose chief has the 
uftnie of Caberfae, or Buckshead,* from the cognisance borne on his 
standards. Unquestionably the worthy piper ti%med the seal on the some 
principle of resp^ to the clan-term which I have heard has been taught to 
dogs, who, nnnsed to any other air, dance after their fashion to the tune 
of Caberfae 
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keinpies were wont, long emoe, to seek the Habitations of the 
gakIragcftiB and spaewomen,* they came with their axes on 
their shoidders, and their good swords drawn in their hands, 
and compelled the power whom they invoked to listen to and 
answer them, ay, were it Odin lumself.” 

“ Kinsman,” said Noma, arising from her seat, and coming 
forward, thou hast spoken well, and in good time for thyself 
and thy daughters ^ for hadst thou turned from my threshold 
without extorting an answer, morning’s sun had never again 
shone upbn you.'* Tho spirits who serve me are jealous, and 
will not lie empldj’ed in aught that may benefit humanity, 
unless their service is commandtxi hy the undaunted importu¬ 
nity of the brave and the free. And now speak, what wouldst 
thou have of me V' 

“ My daughter's health," replied Magnus, which no remedies 
liave been able to restore." 

“ Thy daughter’s health ?” answered Noma; “ and what is 
the maiden’s ailment V* 

“ The physician," said Troil, ** must name the disease. ..Ill 

that I can tell thee of it is”- i 

“ Be silent," said Noma, interrupting him; “ I know all that 
thou canst tell me, and more than thou thyself knowest. Sit 
down, all of you—and thou, maiden,” she said, addi-essiiig 
Mmna, “ sit thou m that chair," pointing to the place she had 
just lott, *' once the seat of Giervada, at whose voice the stars 
1 id their beams, and the moon herself grew paJe.” 

Minna moved with slow and tremulous step towards the rude 
seat thus indicated to her. It was composed of stone, fomied 
into some semblance of a chair by the rough and unskilfiil hand 
of some anemnt Gothic artist. 

Brenda, creeping as ;[)lo«e as possible to her father, seated 
herself along with him upon a bench at some distance firoin 
Minna, and kept her eyes, with a mixture of fear, pity, and 
anxiety, dosdly &ced upon her. It would be difficult alt(^ther 
decipher the emotions by which this amiable and affectionate 
girl was agitated at that moment. Deficient in her sister’s 
predominating quality of high imagination, and little credu¬ 
lous, of course, to the^ marvellous, she could not but entertain 
some vague and indefinite fears on her own account, concerning 
tlie nature of the scene which was soon to take place. But 

* f^oroereases aud fortiuio-ieUerri 
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these were in a manner swallowed up in her apprehensions on 
the score of her sister, who, with a frain^ so much vjeakened, 
spirits so much exhausted, and a mind so susceptible of the im¬ 
pressions which all around her was calculated to excite, now sat 
pensiTely resigned 4o the agency of one, whose treatment might 
produce the most baneful effects uppn such a subjject, 

Brenda gazed at Minna, who sat in that rude chair of dark 
stone, her finely formed shape and limbs making the strongest 
contrast with its ponderous and ioregular angles, her cheek and 
lips as pale as clay, and her eyes tumod upwwd, and lighted 
•with the mixture of resignation and excited Enthusiasm, which 
belonged to her disease and her character. The ypunfer sister 
then lookeil on Noma, who guttered to herself in a low mono¬ 
tonous manner, as, gliding from one ^lace another, she 
collelted different articles, which she placed one by one on tlie 
table An4 lastly, Brenda looked anxiously to her father, to 
gather, if possible, from his countenance, whetiier he entertaine/1 
any part of her own fears for the consequences of tfle scene which 
waj to ensue, considenng the state of Minna’s health and i^ints. 
But Magnus Trod iieemed to have nd such apprehensions, he 
yiewecl with stem composure Noma’s preparations, and appejared 
to w^ait the event with ^he composure of one, who, confiding in 
the skiil of a me<bcal artist, sees him prepanng to enter upon • 
some impoitant find painlid ojieration, in the issue of whiqji he • 
IS interested by friendship or % affection • • 

Noma, meanwhile, went onward with her preparatn .is, until# 
she had placed on#the stone table a variety of miscellaneous 
articles, and among the rest, a small chafing-dish full of char¬ 
coal, a crucible, and a piece of thin sheet-lead. She then spoke 
aloud—“ It is well that I was aware of your pomiifg hither— 
ay, long before you yourself had resolved it—how should I else 
have been prepared for that which now to be donel!— 
Maiden,” she* continued, addressing Minna, “ where bes thy 
pain ?” • • 

The patient answered, by pressing her hand ^ the left side 
of her bosom, 

“ Even so,” repbed Noma, “ even so—'tie the site of weal or 
woe.—And you, her father and her sister, think nfit this the idle 
speech of one who talks by guess—^If I can tell tlfe ill, it may 
be that I shall be able to render that less severe, which may 
not, by any aid, bo w'holly amended —The heart—ay^ the 
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heart—touch that, and the eye grows dim, the pulse fails, the 
wliolesorue stream of our blood is choked and troubled, our 
limbs decay like sapless sea-weed in a summer’s sun; our better 
views of existence are past and gone; what remains is the 
(ueain of lost happiness, or the fear of inevitable evil. But the 
Reimkennar must to her work—well is it that I have prepared 
the means.” 

She threw off her long dark-coloured mantle, and stood be¬ 
fore them in her short jacket of light-blue wadmaal, with its 
skirt of the same stuff, fancifully embroidered with black 
velvet, and bound 'at the waist with a chain or girdle of silver, 
foimcd mto, singular devices. -Noma next undid the fillet 
which bound her gnzzled hair, and shaking her head wildly, 
caused it to fill m dishevelled abundance over her face and 
around her shoulders, so as almost entirely to hide her features 
She then x>laced a small crucible on the cliafiug-d'sh already 
mentioned,—dropped a few drops from a vial on the charcoal 
below,—pi>mWl towards it her wrinkled forefinger, which she 
had previously moistened with liquid from another small bottle, 
and said with a deep voice, “ Fire, do thy dutj',”—and the words 
were no sooner spoken, than, probably by some cheinical com¬ 
bination of which the spectators were not aware, the charcoal 
which was under the cninble became slowly ignited while 
N oraa, as if impatient of the delay, threw hastily back her dis¬ 
ordered tresses, and while her features reflected the sparklas 
ind red light of the fire, and her eyes flashed from amidst her 
hair like those of a wild animal from its cover, blqw fiercely till 
tlio whole was in an intense glow She paused a moment from 
her toil, and muttering that the elemental- spirit must be 
thanked, rdcited, in her usual monotonous, yet wild note of 
chanting, the following verses •— 

“ Thou so needful, yet so dread, r 

With cloudy crest and wing of red ; * 

• Thuu, without whose gemal breath 
• The North ^would sleep the sleep of death , 

* Who deign at to warm the cottage hearth. 

Yet hnil’st proud palace to earth,— 

Brightest, keenest of the Powers, 

Which form and rule this world of outs, 

V With myfrhyme of Runic I 
Thank thee for thy agency.” 

SKe then -severed a -portion from the small mass of sheet-lead 
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which* lay upon the table, and, placing it in the crucible, sub* 
jected it to the action of the hghted charcoal, and, as it melted, 
she sung, • 

“ Old llelmkennar, to thy art 
Mother Hertha sends her part; 

Shej^whose gracious bounty gives 
Needful food for all that lives 
From the deep mine of l!lie North 
Came the mystic metal forth, 

Doom'd amidst disjointed stones, 

Long to cere a champion’s bones, 

Disinhumed my charms to aid— 

Mother Earth, iny thanks are paul,^’ 

She then poured out some water from the jar intp a targe cup, 
or goblet, and sung once more, as she slowly stirred it round 
with the end of her staff — 

I 

“ Ginile of our ijilands 
Element of Water, hear ! 

Thou whose power can overwhelm 
Broken mounds and ruin'd realm 
^On the lowly Belgian stranct; 

All thy fiercest rage can ne\»r 
Of oiir soil a furlong sever 

From our rock^efended land ; 

Play then gently thou thy part, 

To assist old Noma’s art” 

m 

She then, with a pair of pincers, removed the crij|^cibl^ from 
the chafing-dish, and poured the lead, now entirely d ( Ited, into 

the lx)wl of water, repeating at the same time,— • 

« 

f 

Elements, each other greeting. 

Gifts and powers attend your meeting 1 ” 

The melted lead* spattering as it fell into the water, formed, 
of course, the usual combination of irregular forms which is 
lamiliar to gli who in childhood have made the exjienment, 
and fixim which,*according to our childish fa^cy, we may have 
selected portions bearing some resemblance to domestic articles 
—the tools of mechanics, or the like. * Noma seemed to busy 
herself in some such researches, for she examinwi the mass of 
lead with scnipulous attention, and detacheii \t into different 
portions, without apparently b^ing able t<i find a fragment in the 
form which she desired. 

At length she again muttered, rather as speaking to herself 
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than to her guests, He, the Viewless, will not be omitted,— 
he wlli have his tnbute even in the work to which he gives 
nothing—Stern compeller of the clouds, thou shalt also hear 
the voice of the Reimkennar.” 

Thus speaking, Noma once more threw the lead into the 
crucible, where, hissing aud spattering as the wet metal touched 
the sides of the red-hot veitfsel, it was soon again reduced mto 
a state of fusion. The sibyl meantime turned to a corner of 
the apartment, and opening suddenly a window which looked 
to the north-west, let in the fitful radiance of the sun, now 
lying almost level uiJbn a great mass of red clouds, which, 
iKiding future tempests, occupied the edge of the hohizon, and 
seemed to brood over the billowi^ of the boundless sea. Turn¬ 
ing to this quarter, from which a’ low hollow moaning breeze 
then blew, Noriia addressed the Spirit of the Winds, in tones 
which seemed to resemble his own :— 

“ Tliou, that over billows dark This full grasp of gruzled hair ; 

Safoly scTid’st th" fisher's bark,— Oft thy breath hath through il sung, 

Giving him a path aud motion Softening to my magic tongue,-—. 

Through the wUdomesH of ocean , Now, 'tia thine'to bid it fly * 
Thou, that when the billows brave ye, Tlirough the -wide expanse of sky, 
O’er the shelves canst drive the navy, — 'Mid the countless swarms to sail 
Did'st thou thafe as one neglected, Of wihl-fowl wheeling on thy gale 
While thy brethren were lespected t Take thy' jiortion and rejoice,— 

To appease thee, see, I tear Sjurit, tliou hast heard iny voice 1 ’’ 

Noma "ccompanied these words with the action which they 
described, tearing a handful of hair with vehemence from her 
head, and strewing it upon the wind as she continued her reci¬ 
tation. She then shut the casement, and agam involved the 
chamber in tlie dubious twilight, which best suited her cha¬ 
racter and occujmtion. The melted lead was once more emptied 
into the water, and the vaiious whimsical conformations w’hicli 
it received from the o}H;ration were examined with great care 
by the sibyl, wlio at length seemed to intimate, by voice and 
gesture, that .hen. spell had been successful. She sdected from 
tlie fused metal a piece ^bout the size of a small nut, bearing 
in shape a close* resemblance to that of the human heart, ami 
approaching Minna, again spoke in song,— 

‘*',ShS wh<> sits by hat£ated well. 

Is subject to the Nixie’s spell; 

She who walks on lonely beach, 

To th^ Mermaid's charmed speech ; 
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8b« who walks round ring of gr«en« 

Offends the peevish Fairy Queen ; 

And she who takas rest in the Dwarfie’s rjive, 

A weary weird of woe shall have • 

• 

** By ring, by spring, by cave, by shore, 

Minna^TroU has braved all tins and more ; 

And yet hath the root of her sorrow and ill 
A source that's more deepi and mure mysfical still " 

Miima, whose attention had been latterly something dia- 
turbed by reflections on her ow^ secret Bffrrow, now suddenly 
recalled it, and looked eagerly on Noma as ifl slie expected to 
learn from her rhymes something of deep interest. Tlic north¬ 
ern sibyl, meanwhile, prooee^Jed to pierce the piec% of lead, 
which bore the form of a li^rt, and to fix in it a piece of gold 
wire, by which it might be attached Jo a cham or neckhvce. 
Shetthen proceeded in her rhyme,— * 

• “ Thou ai-t witfiln a demon’s hold, 

More wise than Haims, more strong^ than Trolli], . 

No siren sings so sweet as he,— • 

No fay springs lighter on the les ; 

No*elfin power hath half t^e art 
To 8«othe, to move, to wring the heart, - 
Life-blood from the cheek to dram, 

Hreuch the eye, and dry the vein. 

Maiden, ele we farther go, 

Qpst thou note me, ay or no ?” 

• 

Minna replied in the same rhythmical manner,♦which, in 
)e8t and earnest, was frequently used by the ancic t ScainlJ 
navians,— • 

“ 1 mark thee, my mother, both word, look, and sign ; 

Speak on with the nddlo—to read it be mine." 

Now, Heaven'and every saint be praised 1” said Magnus ; 
“ They are the first words to the purpqjje which she hath spokcJi 
«hese many ^ys.” 

“ And they ai^ the last which she shall afieak for many a 
month,” said Noma, mc4jused at the interruption, if you again 
break the progress of iny spell. Turn your faces to the wall, 
and look not hitherward again, under ixinalty of my severe 
displeasure. You, Magnus TroU, from hard-hearted audacity 
of spirit, and you, Brenda, ffom want(|p and idle disbelief in 
that which is beyond your bounden comprehension, are un¬ 
worthy to look on this mystic work, and the glance of your 
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eyeH mingles with, and \feakenj8 the spell. for the powers cannot 
l)r(X)k distrust ” 

Unac(vistoinod to, be addressed in a tone bo peremptory, 
Magnus would have made some angry reply; but reflecting 
that the health of Minna was at stake, and considenng that 
who spoke was a woman of many sorrows, he suppressed 
his anger, l)owjd hia head,^ shrugged his shoulders, assumeil 
the prescribed posture, averting his head from the table, and 
turning towards the wall Brenda did the same, on receiving 
a sign from her father, and l>ath leiiuuued profoundly silent. 

Norna then adJressed Minna once more,— 

i 

“ Mart me ' for the word I speak, 

'' Shall bring the colour to thy cheek. 

This leaden heart., so light of cofit, 

The^Kynibol Qf a treasure lost, 

Thou Khali wear in hope and in peace, ^ 

That the cause of your sickness and sorrow muj ccas,, 

AVIr'u < unison foot meets crimson hand 
I In the Martyrs' Aisle, and m Orkney-1 and ” 

r 

Minna coloured dee^ily at the last couplet, iptiinatiug, as s^ie 
failed r.ot to interpret it, that Noma was completely acquainted 
with the secret cause of her sorrow. The same conviction led 
tlie nuiiden to hope in the favourable issue, which the sihyl 
seemed to prophesy , and not venturing to express her feelings 
111 any inanuei more mtcUigible, she pressed Noma’s witheiod 
hand wnh„all the warmth of affection, first to her breast and 
thou to her liosom, bedewing it at the same tune with her 
tears 

With more of human feeling than she usually exhibited, 
Noma extricated Imr hand from the grasp of the poor girl, 
whose tears «iow flowed freely, and then, with more tenderne.a 
of manner than she liad yet sJiowti, she knotted the leaden 
ht'art to a chain of gold, and hung it around Minna’s neck, 
•'inging, OB she jierformcd that last branch of the sphlJ,— 

“ Bo jlatient. b« patient, for Patience hath power, 

To ward ut> in lUngor, hke mantle in shower, 

A fairy gift you best may hold 
In a chain of fairy gold ; 

The chain and the gift are each a true token, 

That not without warrant ofd Noma hath sjHiken ; 

But tiiy nieai\‘at uiul dearest must never behold them. 

Till time sliall uccoinph<;h the truths I have told tliem ’ 



THE PIRATE. 


313 


The wraes being concluded, Noma carefully arranged the 
chain around her patient's neck, so as to hide it in her bosom, 
and thus ended the* spell—a spell which,-at the moment 1 
record these incidents, it is known, has been lately practised in 
Zetland, where any decline of health, without apjmrent cause, 
is imputed by the lower orders to a demon having stolen the 
heart from the body of the patient, and where thte expennient 
of supplying the deprivation by a leaden one, prepared in the 
manner describ^i, has been resorted to withui these few years 
In a metaphoncal sense, the disease may be considered as a 
general one in all parts of the world ; but, as this simple and 
ongiiial remedy is peculiar to the isles of ThuiC, it were unpar¬ 
donable not to preserve it at kngtli, m a narrative coi'.nccted 
with Scottish antiquities.* 

A t^cAind time Noma reminded her ©anient,- tliat if she 
showed, or sjxike of, the fairy gifts, their virtue would be lost— 
a belief so common as to bd received into the superstitions of 
all nations Lastly, unbuttoning the collar wliich she had pist 
fastened, she showed iier a link of the gold chain, A^'liicli Minna 
instantly recognisedo as that formerly given‘by Noma to Mor- 
daunt Mertoun. Thw seemed to intimate he was yet alive, 
j^d under Noma’s protection , and she gazed on her wdth the 
most eager curiosity. Byt the sibyl imposed her finger on her 
lips m token of silence, and a second time involved the chain 
m those folds whicli modestly and closely veiled one of J^he 
most lieautiful, as w'ell as one of the kindest, boaoimJ itf the 
world. 

Noma then,extinguished the lighted charcoal, and .is the 

water hissed upon the glowing einliers, commanded Magiius and 

Brenda to look around, and liehold her task accomplished 

• ♦ 

* The sj)elJs described in tbis ebajaer are not nltogetlier ini/iginary By 
this mode of ponnng lead into water, afid belectlpg the part 'whuh thancas 
to aaaunie a resemblance to the human heart, which inuHt be worn by the 
pati'*iit around her or Ms neck, the s.ige nersoiia tif Zetland )»i(teu<i to cure 
the fatal disorder called tlie loss of u tn.ail * ■> 
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CHAPTER TWENTY-KtNTH. 

« 

See yonder woman, whom our iwains revere, 

And dread in secret, while they take he? counsel 

Whe{i sweetheai-t shall be kind, or when cross dame shall dio; 

Where larks the thidf who stole the silver tankard, 

And how the pestilent raurrain may be cured.— 

This sage adviser's mad, stark mad, my Mend ; 

Yet, m h^r madness, hath the art and canning 
To wring fools’ secrets from their inmost bosoms. 

And pay pquirers with the coin they gave her. 

‘Old Play 

t 

It seemed as if Noma had indeed full right to claim the 
gratitude of, the. Udaller for the improved condition^ of his 
daughter’s health. She once more threw open the yfindow, 
luid Minna, drying her eyes and' advancing with affectionate 
eoufidence, threw herself on her father’s neck, and asked his 
forgiveness Tor the trouble she had of late occasioned to^him. 
It is unneccHsary fb add, that this was at once granted, with a 
full, though rough burnt of paternal tenieraess, and as many 
close embraces as if his child had been just rescued from the 
jaws of death. When Magnus had dismissed Minna from his 
anus, to throw herself into those of her sister, and express to 
her, rather hy kisses and tears than in words, the regret she 
enteftaOied for her late wayward conduct, the Udaller thought 
, proper, m the meantime, to pay his thanks to their host^s, 
whose skill had proved so efficacious. But scarce had he come 
out with “ Much respected kmswoman, I am but a plain old 
Norseman.”—when she mterrupted him, by pressing her finger 
on her lips. * 

“ There are those wound ns,” she said, “ who must hear no 
mortal voice, witneffii no sacrifice to mortal feelvigs-—there arc 
times when th^ even mutmy against me, \heir sovereign mis¬ 
tress, beciinse *1 am still slirouded in the flesh of humanity. 
Fear, therefoie, and lie silent. I, whc«e deeds liave raised me 
from the low'-sholtered valleys of life, wfficre dwell its social 
’wants and common chanties—I, who have bereft the Giver of 
tlie Gift whicli he g^e, and st&nd alone on a cliff of immeasur¬ 
able height,‘ detached from earth, save from the small portion 
that supports my miserable tread—I alone am fit to oope with 
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these sullen mates. Fear not, therefore, but yet be not too 
Ik)1cI, and let this night to you be one of fasting and of praver.” 

If the UdaUer hid not, before the constnencement of the 
operation, been disposed to dispute the commands of the sibyl, 
it may be well believed he was less so now, that it had termi¬ 
nated to all appeartmce so fortunately So he sat down in 
Silence, and seized upon a volume which lay near Ihm, as a sort 
of desperate effort to divert ennui, for on no other occasion had 
Magnus been known to have recourse to a book for that pur¬ 
pose. It chanced to be a book much to his mmd, being the 
weU-known work of Olaus Magnus, upon tlie nranners 'of the 
ancient Northern nations. The book is unluckily in the Latin 
language, and the Danske or Dutch were, either of them^ mucli 
more familiar to the Udaller. ' But then it was the fine edition 
pubhsl^ in 1555, which contains representations of the wai- 
cliariotS, fishing exploits, wailike exercises, and domestic em¬ 
ployments of the Scandinavians, and thus the infonnntion 
which the work refused to the understanding, was aildres8<*d. to 
the e^e, which, as is well know both to old and young, answers 
the pur]x>ae of amusement as well, if not better. 

Meanwhile the two sisters, pressed as* close to each other as 
tyo flowers on the same stalk, sat with their arms reciprocally 
Ijassed over each other’s,shoulder, as if they feared some new 
and unfdteseea cause of coldness was about to 8e[)arate them, 
and interrupt the sister-like hamiony which had been Init just 
restored. Noma sat opposite to them, sometimes revolving the 
large parchment volume with which they had found l.er em- 
[iloyed at their^ entrance, and sometimes gazing on the . wters, 
with a fixed look, m which an interest of a kmd unusually 
tender seemed occasionally to disturb the stem and rigorous 
solemnity of her countenance. All was still and silent as death, 
and the subsiding emotions of Brenda had not-yet i>ermitu*,(l 
her to wonder^ whether the remaining ^ours of the evening 
were to be jiassed ifi the same manner, when the scene of trail 
quUlity was suddenly interrupted by the entranc*^ of* the dw'an 
Pacolet, or, as the Udaller called him, Nicholas Strumpfer 

Norna darted an angry glance on the intruder, who seemcfl 
to depreciate her resentment by holdmg up his hands and 
uttering a babbling sound; then instaryily resorting b> Ida 
usual mode of conversation, he expressed hunself by a variety 
of signs made rapidly upon his fingers, and as rapidly answered 
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by his mistress, so that the young women, who had nevrer heard 
of such an art, and now saw it practised by two beinp so sin¬ 
gular, almost conceived thoir mutual miilligence the work of 
enchantment When they had ceased their intercourse, Noma 
turned to Magnus Trod with much haughtiness, and said, 
“ How, my kinsman' have you so far fbrgot yourself, os to 
hniig earthlj fooil into the house of the Keimkennar, and make 
pr(!])arations in the dwelling of Power and of Despair, for 
refection, and wassail, and revelry?—Speak not—answ^er not,” 
she said; “ the duration of the cure which was wrought even 
now, vle{)ends‘ on your silence and obedience—bandy but a 
single look or wbrd with me, and the latter condition of that 
maiden shall be worse than the first 

Tins threat was an effectual oharm ujxm the tongue of the 
Udaller, though hp longed to indulge it m vindication^ of his 
conduct 

“ Follow me, all of you,” said Noma, striding t> the door of 
the, a])artment, “ and see that no one looks backwards—we leave 
not tins apaitment empty, though we, the children of morbility, 
be removed from it ” 

She went out, and the Udallei signed* to his daughters to 
follow, and to obey her injmictions The sibyl moved swifter 
than hei guests down the rude descent (sneli it might rather 
lie termed than a proper staircase), which led to tne lower 
apartment Magnus and Ins daughters, when they entered the 
chainlHU, found their own attendants aghast at the presence and 
proceedings of Noma of the f'ltfiil Head, 

They had been previously employed m arranging the provi¬ 
sions, winch they had brought along with them, so as to present 
a coiiifortahle cold meal, as soon ius the appetite of tlie Udaller, 
which was as rcgulai lui the return of tide, should mduce him 
to desire some refreshment, and now they stood staring in 
tear and surprise, while Norna, seizmg u]>on one article aftei 
another, and well supported by the zealous Activity of Pacolet, 
Hung their whole prejiarations out of the rude aperture which 
served foi a window, and over the cbfif, from which the ancient 
Biiigh arose, into the ocean, which raged and foamed beneath. 

(dried beef), hams, and pickled jiork, flew’ after each 
other into empty sjiaoe, smokeii geese were restored to the air, 
and cured fish to the sea, their native elements indeed, but 
which they were ilo longer capable of traversing; and the 
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devastation proceeded so rapidly, that the Udaller could bcaroo 
secure from the wreclc his silver drinking cup , while the huge 
leatliem flask of brandy, which was destined to supply his 
favounte beverage, was sent to follow the rest of the supjier, 
by the hands of Pac*»let, who regarded, at the same time, the 
disajipomted Udaller with a malicious gnu, as if, notwithstaiub 
mg ills own natural taste for the liquor, he enjoyed the diwaj>- 
pointnient and surprise of Magnus Trod still more than he would 
have relished sharing his enjoyment 

The destruction of the brandy-flask exhausted the j)a.ticiice 
of Magnus, jvho roared out in a tone of no onuill displeasure, 
“Why, kinswoman, thm is wasteful madness—whole, and on 
what, would vou liave us sup?*'' 

“Where you >vill,“ answeied Norna, “and on what you will, 
— but<.bot in my dwelling, and not on the foDd witli whirli }ou 
have profaned it. Vex my spirit no more, but begone every one 
of you ’ Yon have been here too long fur my good, perhaps tor 
your o\vn.” <’ 

•* ?low, kinswomansaid Magnus, “would you make out- 
i-;ests of us at this time ot night, when e/en a Scotrhinaii wfuild 
not turn a stranger from the dwr 1—Bethink jou, darno, it is 
shame on our lineage for ever, if this srpiall ot yours slioul<l 
force us V) slip cables, aiul go to sea so scantily provided " 

“ Be silent, andniepart,” said Norna , “let it suflice jou 1 ih\o 
got that for which you came t have no harbourage fo^j ij)*)rt*il 
gu(vst.s, no provision to relieve human wants There is I. 'neatli 
the dirt a lieaeh of the finest sand, a stream of water .c piue 
as the well of ‘Kildiiiguie, and the rocks bear dulse as whole- 
stum' as that of Guitxlm, and well you wot, that the well of 
Kddmgvue and the dclse of Guiodm will cure all luaKidies save 
Black Death,”* 

“ And well I wot,” said the Udallei, “ that I would (*at 
corrupted sea-^eed,«like a starlmg, or sail'd seal's flesli, like 
the men of Burraforth, or wilks, buckles, and laonpits, like the 
poor sneaks of Stroma, rather than break wheat breari and dnnk 
red wine in a house where it is begrudged me —And yet,” he 
said, checking himself, “ I am wrong, very wrong, my consin, 
to speak thus to you, and I should rather thank 'you for what 
you have done, than upbraid you for follo<^ing yous own ways. 
But I see you Me impatient—we will be ^all under way prty 

* So at least sajs an Orkney proverb ^ 
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eently. And you, ye knaves,” addressing his servants, “that 
were yi such Imrry with your service before it was lacked, get 
out of doors with you presently, and manage to oatch the ponies ; 
for I see we must make for another harbour tonight, if we would 
not sleep with an empty stomach, and on a hard bed.” 

The domestics of Magnus, already sufficiently alarmed at the 
violence of Noma's conduct, scarce waited the imperious com¬ 
mand of their master to evacuate her dwelling with all despatch ; 
and the Udaller,‘-with a daughter in each arm, was m the act 
of following them, when Noma said emphatically, “ Stop!” 
They obeyed, and again turned towards her. S^e held out 
her hard to Magnus, which the placable Udaller instantly folded 
m his own amjile palm 

“ Magnus,” she ea^, “ we part by necessity, but, I trust, not 
in anger?” ' * C 

“Surely not, cousin,” said the'warm-hearted UdaHer, well- 
'ligh stanimermg in his hasty disclamation of all unkmdness,— 
“ most assuvodly not. I never bear ill-wiU to any one, much 
less to nno of my own blood, and who has piloted me witlj* her 
rtdviCe through many » rough tide, as I would pilot a boat 
betwixt Swona and Stroma, through all the waws, wells, and 
ewelchies of the Peutland Firth.” 

“Enough,” said Noma, “and now farewell, with such a 
blessing as I dare bestow—not a word mom > Maidens,” she 
added, draw near, and let me kiss your brows.” 

The Sibyl was obeyed by Mmna with awe, and by Brenda 
with fear , the one overmastered by the \gannth of her imagi¬ 
nation, the other by the natural timidity of hhr constitution. 
Norna then dismissed them, and in two njinutes afterwanls 
they found themselves beyond the bridge, and standing upon the 
looky platfonn in front of the ancient Pictish Burgh, which it 
was the pleasure of this sequestered female to inhabit The 
night, for it was now fallen, was unusually serene. A bright 
twn light, w,hich glimmered far over the surface of the sea, 
supplied the bnef absence of the summePs sun; and the waves 
vs^^med to sleep under its iniiuenoe, so famt and slumberous was 
the sound with which one after another rolled on and burst 
against the foot of the cliff op which they stood. In front of 
them stood the ruggdd fortress, seeming, in the uniform greyness 
of tlie atmosphere, as aged, as shapeless, and as massive as the 
rock on which it was founded. Them was neither sight nor 
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Boimd that indkated human habitation, save that from one nide 
shot-hole glimmered the flame of the feeble l^p by which the 
sibyl was probaldy pi\rsumg her mystical and nocturnal studies, 
shooting upon the twilight, in which it was soon lost and 
confounded, a single line of tiny light; bearing the same pro¬ 
portion to that of the atmosphere, as the aged woman and her 
serf, the sole inhabitants of that deseil, did to the solitude with 
which they were surrounded. 

For several minutes, the party, thus suddenly and unex¬ 
pectedly expelled firom the shelter where they .had reckoned 
upon spendu^g the jui?ht, stood m silence, each wrapt in their 
own> separate reflections. Mmn%, her thoughts flxed cn the 
mystical consolation which she hpd received, in vain endeavoured 
to extract from the words of Noma a more^ distinct and intel¬ 
ligible Jbeaning; and the Udaller had not J^et recovered his 
surpnee at the extmsion to which he had lieen thus whimsically 
subjected, under circumstances that prohibited from rosei^t- 
’ing as an insult, treatment which, in all other respects, was so 
shocl^ng to the geiyal hospitahty of his nciture, that ho still 
felt like one disposed Jio be angry, if be* but knew how to'set 
about it Brenda was the first who brought matters to a point, 
hf asking 'whither they wore to go, and how they were to spend 
the iiightil The question, which w’ss asked m a tone, that, 
amidst its simplicity, had something dolorous in it, entirely 
cbmiged the tram of her father's ideas, and the uncxpeat^l 
perjilexity of their situation now striking him in a comir [>omt 
of view, he laughed till his very eyes ran over, while every luik 
around him runj, and the sleeping searfowl were startleii Irom 
their repose, by th^ loud, hearty explosions of his obstreperous 
hilanty. • • 

The Udaller’s daughters, eagerly representing tq their father 
the nsk of displeasing Noma by this imMmited indulgence of 
his mi^iih, unit^ their eflforts to drag him to a farther distance 
from her dwelling. Magnus, yielding to their 8t»iigth, which, 
feeble as it was, his own flt of laughter rendered him incapable 
of rewsting, suffered himself to be pulled to a ’considerable 
distance from the Burgh, and then escaping from their hands, 
and sitting down, or rather suffering himself to drop, upon a 
large atone which lay conveniently by th^waysids) he again 
laii^bed so long and lustily, that his vexed and anxious 
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riau^rlitt‘rs b*',caTnc afraid that there was something more than 
natural in these repeated convulsions. 

At length his nurth exhausted both itself and the Udaller’s 
strength He groaned heavily, wiped his eyes, and said, not 
witliout feeling some desire to renew his obstreperous cachm- 
natioii, “ N^dw, by the bones of Saint Magnus, my aneest^i 
and namesake, one would imagine that being tiinieil out of 
doDrs, at this tune of night, was nothing short of an absolutely 
f^xquisite jest, for 1 have shaken my sides at it till they achiMi 
There we eat^ made snug for the night, and I made as sure of 
a good supper aYid a can as ever I had l^een of either,—and 
here are all taken aback , and then |X)or Bienda’s doleful 
voice, and melancholy question, of, ‘What is to Ik; done, and 
ore wo to sleep T In good faith, unless one of those 
knaves, wlio must needs torment the poor woman i y their 
trencher-work before it was wanted, can make amends by telling 
us of some snug jxirt under our lee, we have no other course 
tor it but tb steer through the twilight on the beaniig of Burgh 
Weatra, and rough it out as well as we can by the way. 1 am 
sorfy but for you, girls , for many a muse have I been iqion 
wlieii we were on shorter allowance than we are like to have 
now.—I would I had but secured a morsel for you, and a drop 
for myself, and then there had been but little to complain of." 

P»oth sisters hastened to assure the Udaller that they felt not 
tliedca^t occasion for food. 

“ AVhy, that is W'dl," said Magnus : “and so being the case, 
I will not complain of my own apjietite, though it is sharper 
than convenient. And the rascal, Nicholas Strmnpfer,—what 
.1 leer the villain gave me os he started the good Nantz mto 
the salt vrater ! He grmned, the knave, like a seal on a skerry. 
-- Had it not been for vexing my poor kinswoman, Noma, 
I would have sent’ his misbegotten body, and misshapen 
jolterhead, after my bonny flask, os sure gs Samt Magnus bes 
at KukwaU i" 

By this time the servants returned with the ponies, which 
they had very soon caught—these sensible animals finding 
nothing so eaptivatiug in the pastures where they had been 
suffered to stray, as inclined them to resist the invitaiidn again 
to subj’ect •themsehea to saddle and bridla The pfospects of 
the yuirty were also considerably improved by learning that the 
contimts of their sumptiy-jHmies’ burden had not been entirely 
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exhausted,—a small basket having fortunately escaped the rage 
of Norna and Pacolet, by the rapidity with whicli one of the 
servants had caught up and removed it • The same domestic, 
an alert and ready-witted fellow, had observed upon the beach, 
not above tliree miles distant from the Burgh, and about a 
quarter of a mile^ off their straight path, a deserted SLm, or 
fisherman’s hut, and suggested thgt they shouW occupy it for 
the rest of the night, m order that the |)onies might be re 
freshed, and the young ladies spend the night under cover 
from the raw evening air. 

When we are delivereil from great and sertoufr dangers, our 
mood is, <)r ought to be, grave, m proportTori to the fieri! we 
have escaped, and the gratitude due to protecting P<^)videncc 
But few things raise the spwits more naturally or more huiin- 
lessW, than when ine^ns of extrication *fr^«n lyiy of the lesser 
embarrassments of hfe are sudiienly prestmted to us, aiui such 
was the c^e m the pres^jit instance The Udaller, ndieved 
from the apprehensions for his daughters suff^iriug from ftd^igue, 
and himself from tf)o much apfietite and too littlft ftjod, carolled 
iflirse dittu^a, a.s he spurred Bergeu throii^h the twilight, with 
as much glee aqfl gallantry as if*the night-ride luul been 
entirely a matter of his own free choice, Brenda lent her voice 
to some of his chonisq^, whicli were echoed in ruder notes by 
the servants, who, in that simple state of society, were not con¬ 
sidered as guilt;f of any breach of respect by mingling their ^oicea 
with the song. Minna, iiidccfl, was as yet unequaWo Such an 
effort, but she c-omfielled herself to assume Kune share in tig.', 
general hilarity oi the mc'eting ^ and, contrary to her conduct 
since the fata! morning which concluded the Festival f>f Saint 
John, she seemsd to take her usual interest in what vas going 
on around her, and answered with kindness and fcadincss the 
repeated inquiries concerning her health, with which the Udaller 
every now and then interrupted his dft*ol And thus they pro¬ 
ceeded by nfght a happier party by far than they had Ijeen when 
they traced the same route on the pre<;eding*momJiig, making 
light of the diflficulties of the way, and promising theniHelvcs 
shelter and a comfortable night’s rest in the deserted hut which 
they were now about to approach, and which they expected to 
find in a state of darkness and solitude * 

But ft was the lot of the Udaller Aat day to bo deceived 
more than once in his calculations. 

VOT. XIJL 
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“And which way lies this cabin of yours, Laune T' said the 
Udaller, addressing the intelligent domestic of whom we just 
spoke * 

“Yonder it should be,” said Laurence Scholey, “at the head 
of the voe—but, by my faith, if it be the placd, there are folk 
there lK*fore us—God and Saint Ronan send that they be canny 
company ' ” 

In truth there was a light m the deserted hut, strong enough 
to glimmer through every chink of the shingles and wreck- 
Avoud of whicii it was constructed, and to giv^e the whole cabm 
the a])i)oarancc ‘of, a smithy seen by night. The universal 
superstition i»f the Zetlaiulers seized upon Magnus and his 
t\scoi t 

“ They arc troAvs,” said one voice 

“They arc w'tche‘%”'murmured another 

“They aie mcrmmds,” muttered third, “only hear their 
wild smgino 

All stopjM'd^. and, in cflect, some notes of music uere audible, 
which Diciida, with a voice that quivered a little, but yet had 
a turn,(d uich ri(hcul*e in its tone, jiionoiiriccd to be the soiuid 
of a hddle 

“ Fiddle or fiend,” said the Udaller, who, if he believed m 
such nightly apparitions as had struck tenor into his retinue, 
certainly feared tlieui not—“ fiddle or fiend, may the deni fetch 
me if a witch cheats me out of supiKjr to-night for the second 
time'”" ' 

So saying, he disinountetl, clenched hia trusty truncheon in 
his h.iiul, and advanced towards the hut, folKiwcd.by Laurence 
alone , the lest of Ins letmue lontmumg stationary on the beach 
beside his daughters and liis ponies. 
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gHAPTER THIRTIETH. 

What ho, my jovial mate* 1 come on I we’ll frolic It 
Like faineS frisking m the merry uioouRhiiie, ^ 

Seen by the curtal friar, who,/roni sorno thnstening 
Or some blitlia bridal, hiea belated cell-waul — 

He starts, and changes his bold bottle swagger 
To churohmaii’a pace proiea.sional, and lansackin^ 

Ills treaclieious memory for some holy liynui, 

Finds but the roundel ot the midnight catch* 

^ *Ol,D I’LAl 

• ® 

The stride of the Udaller colitved notlnnfr of its length or of 
Jta firmness m lie approaohcd'thc glimmering eahin, Irom winch 
he n^v heard distinctly the sound of the ffdflle iBut if still long 
and firm, his steps succeeded each other rather inoie slottly 
than usual • for, like a cautious, though a hiave general, Magnus 
was willing to reconnoitre Ins enemy before afiSailmg him The 
trupty Laurence Scholey, who kejit closi^ behind his master, 
110^ whiaijored into his ear, “ So holjiriiie, sir, as I l)elu‘fi‘ that 
the ghaist, if ghaisf it be, that plays ao bravely on the fiddle, 
•must be the ghaist of Maister Claud Halcro, or his wraith at 
least, never was bflw drawn acioss thairm whicli brought 
out the gude auld spring of air and Lucky,’ so like his am.” 

Magnus was himself much of the same opinion , fof ha Knew 
the blithe minstrelsy of the spirited little old man, and hailed 
the hut with a hearty lulloa, which was immediately ri plied to* 
by the cheeryiiote Sf his ancient messmate, and Halcro himsedf 
presently made hia appeiirunce on the beach 

The Udaller nSw^igned to his retmue to oome lip, vvhile he 
asked his friend, after a kind greeting and nyich shaking of 
hands, “ How the devil he came to sit 4 here, playing old tunes 
in 80 desolate^a pl^, like an owl whooping to the mwm 1 ” 
“And tell me rather, Fowd,” said Claud H^lcrg, “how you 
came to be within hearing of me 3 ay, by my word, and with 
your bonny daughters, tool-—Yarta Minna aiidYarta Brenda. 

I bid you welcome to these yeUow sands—and there shake 
hanfls, as glorious John, or some other bmly, snys, upon the 
same occasion. And how' came you her# like twp fair swans, 
making day out of twilight, and tummg all you step upon to 
failierr’ 
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“ You shall know all about them presently,” answered Mag 
nus , “ but what messmatea have you got- m the hut with you 1 
I think 1 heiir some one speaking.” 

“None,” replied Claud Halcro, “but that’poor creature, the 
Factor, and iiiy imp of a boy Giles. I—^but come in—come in 
—here ymi will find us starving in comfort—not so much as a 
mouthful of sour sdlocks to i)e had for love or money.” 

“ That may he in a small part helped,” said the Udaller,for 
though the best of-our supper is gone over tlie Fitful Crags to 
the wjuh.hies and the dog-fish, yet we have got something in tlie 
kit still —Here, Leurie, bring up the vi/da.” 

“ Fo/m/, yohiir* w'aa Laurence's joyful answer; and he 
hastened for the basket 

“By the bicker of Saint Magnus,”t said Halcro, “and the 
bill best bishojl that fcVer (piaffed it for luck’s sake, thr^e la 
no finding your lot^ker empty, Magnus ' I believe sincerely that 
ere a frieufl wanted, you could, like old Luggie the warlock, fish 
up bhilexl and roaUecl out of the pool of Kibster ” X 

“ You are wrong there, Yarto Claud,” § said Magnus Trod, 
“ for, far from helping me to a sujiper, the foul fiend, I beliefv'e, 
has (larned oif great part of mine this blessed evening , but you 
are welcome to share and share of wliat is left ” This w^as said 
while the party entered the liut. 

Here, in a cabin which smelled strongly of dned fish, and 
w'lioftb sides and roof were jct black with smoke, they found 
the imhappy Tnptolemus Yellowlcy seated beside a fire made 
of dned sea-weed, mingled with some peats and wreck-wood; 
his sole companion a bare-fixited, yellow-hhired * Zetland boy, 
who acted occasionally as a kind of page to Claud Halcro, 
beanng his fiddle on his shoulders, saddlmg his pony, and 
rendering him similar duties of kindly observance. The dis- 

* VokuL, yea, sir , a Not .e expnassiob, still in coroiBon use. 

+ The Bicker of Saint Magnus, a vessel of enormous 'limensiODS, was 
preserved at Kirkwall, and presented to each Bishop of the Orkneys, If 
the new mcumoent was able to quaff it out at one draught, which was a 
task "for Hercules or Rone Mhor of Dun vegan, the omen boded a crop of 
uuMual fertility 

f Luggie, a famous conjuror, w-aa wont, when storms prevented Win from 
going to his usual employment of fishing, to angle over a steep rock, at the 
place called, from his name, Luggie's Knoll. At other times be drew up 
dressed food while they were out at sea, of which his comrades partook 
boldly from natural courage, witliout canug who .stood cook. The poor man 
was finally condemned and burnt at Bcalluaay § T<trW, dear. 
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oonsolate agriculturist, for such his visage l>etokened him, 
displayed little surprise, and less animation, at the j-rrival of 
* the Udaller and, hia companions, until, after the party had 
drawn close to the fire (a neighbourhood which the dampness of 
the night air rendered far from disagreeable), the pannier was * 
opened, and a tolerable supply of barley-bread» and hung-boef, 
brides a flask of brandy (no doubt smaller than that which 
the relentless hand of Pacolet had emptied into the ocean), 
gave assurances of a tolerable supper, •Then, indeed, the 
worthy Factor grinned, chuckled, rubbed hia hands, and in¬ 
quired a^er all friends at Burgh Westra • 

. When they had all partakgn of this needful refreslimeut, the 
Udaller repeated his inquift^ of Halcro, and more particularly 
of the Factor, how they came to bo r^*stled iii such a remote 
corfer at such an hour of night, * 

“ Maister Magnus Treil,” said Triptolcinus, wdien a second 
cup had given him spirits to tell his tide of woe, “ I would not 
have you think that it is a little thing that dusturlis me I 
(^me of that grsyn that takes a sair wi»d U) shake it I have 
seen many a Martinmas and many •a Whitsunday in Uny day, 
w'hdk arc the times peculiarly grievous to those of my craft, 
and I could aye bide the bang, but I think I am like to be 
dung^wer a’thegither in this damned countiy of yours—Glide, 
forgie me for swearing—-but evil communication corruptetb good • 
manners ” . • * 

“ Now, Heaven guide us,” said the Udaller, v I at is the 
matter with the ipan? Why, man, if you will put yoi<r plougli 
into new' laifd, you must look to have it hank on a stone now 
and then—Ym^ must set us au example of patience, seeing you 
came here for our improvement ” • 

“ And the deil was in my feet when I did so,” said the 
Factor, “ I ha(l better have set myself to improve the caim on 
Cior^hnaben,*’ • 

“ But what is It, after all,” said the bWaller, “ that has 
befallen you?—what is it that you complain of?” • 

“ Of everything that has chanced to me since I landed on 
this island, which I lielieve was accursed at the very creation,” 
said the agricultunst, ** and, assigned as a fitting station for 
somers, thieves, whores (I beg the ladies’ pardon), witches, 
bitches, and all evil spirits !” 

“By my faith, a goodly catalogue!” said Magnus, “and 
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there hofi ))ecn the day, that if I laid heard you give out the 
}talf of it, I should have turned improver myself, and have tried 
to amend your manners with a cudgel ”. , 

“ Bcfir with me/' said the Factor, “ Maister Fowd, or Maister 
Udaller, or ivluitevcr else they may call you, and as you are 
strong 1)6 pitiful, and consider the luckless lot of any inexpe- 
jieni'cd jierson who lights njxin this eart|jly paradise of yours. 
He asks for drink, they bring him sour whey—no dispaiage- 
ment to your bramly, Fowd, which is excellent—You ask toi 
jiK'at, and they bring you sour sillocks that JSatan might choke 
upon—You call ywir labourers together, and bid them work , 
it i^roves Saint Magnus’s day, or Saint Hainan’s daj, or some 
intcrmil saint or other’s--or else, ptrliajis, they have come out 
of bed witli the wrong foot foremost, or they have seen an owl, 
or a rabbit has V;rossf(r their path, or they have dreamed '^if u 
1 ousted horse--m short, nothing is to be done—Give them a 
Mjcule, and they work as if it bunied their fingenS, hut set 
them‘to dancvig, ftml see when they Mill tiro of funking and 
flinging’” 

“ Arj)d why should tliey^ poor Wiioe,” said C/buul Halcro, 
long as there arc good hddJers to play to theih 

“Ay, ay,” said Tnptolemus, shaking his heaii, “you are a 
jirojieu [airsoii to uphold them m such’ a humour. W.ell, to 
pioceed —1 till a piece of my best ground, down comes u 
stilldy beggar that M’auts a kailyard, or a plaiit-a-eruive, as you 
call it. and he claps down an enclosure m the middle of my bit 
shot of corn, lus lightly as if he was baith laird and tenant, 
and giunsay him wha likes, there he dibbles in hi» kad-])lanta ’ 
I .sit doM'ii to my sorrowful dinner, tlunkmg to have jicace and 
quietness there at leiust, Mdien in eomes one, Jtwo, three, four, or 
halba-dozeii of skelpmg long laxls, from some foolery or anither, 
nii'^ca’ me for ban mg my am door against them, and eat up 
the best half of wind mv sister’s providence— anck she is not 
ovei iKumtiful^—has allotted for my dinner! Then enters a 
witch* with an ellwand m lier hand, and she raises the wind or 
lays^it, whichever she likes, majors up and liowu my house as 
if she was mistress of it, and 1 mu Ixiunden to thank Heaven it 
she carries not the bmadsido of it away wuth her 

“ Still,” said,,the FowlI, this is no answer to my question- 
how the foul fiend I come to find you at moorings here ?” 

“lla\e patience, worthy sir," replied Hje affliiied t'actor, 
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“and liflteu to what I have to say, for I fancy it will be as well 
to tell you the whole matter. Yuu raiist know, I oiice^ thoui^ht 
that I had gotte^ a small godsend, that*inight have made all 
these matters easier,” 

“ How ! a godsjnd ! Do you mean a WTcek, Master Factor V 
exdauncd Magnus, shame upon you, that i^iould have set 
example to others I” 

“ It wjis no wreck,” smd the Factor , “ but if you must needs 
know', it chanced that as I laised an hoartlfstane m one of the 
old chambers at Sbuirbiirgh (loi my sistci is rymded Uiat tlioie 
Is little use in mair fireplaces about a house than one, mid 1 
\i'autfcd tlie stane to knock bear^npou), when, wliat shoiijd I light 
on but a hoin full ol old coias, sihci the maist lock of tliein, but 
w'l' a bit sprinkling of gold ahiong them loo.* Wed, 1 thoiiglit 
thisfvas a daint) wniulfa’, and so tliou^if lial^', and wo wore 
the mair willing to put u|j*w'ith a [ilace where there wore sic(tuii 
braw' nest ’eggs—and wc slade down the stane oannily over the 
horn, w'hicht>be('mcd to me to be the very corftuc<i|)ia, oi horn ot 
almndaiice , and lor farther security, Baliy wad ^ isit the room 
nnfy bo tw'enty times m the day, aiiddniysell at an ona kmc, to 
the boot of a’ that* 

• “On my word, and a \ery i»rctty amuseincnt,” said (Uaud 
Halcfo^ “ Uj look over it horn of one’s own siUer I (question if 
glorious John Ikydeu ever enjoyed sucli a jjastiine in his litc— 
1 am vcjry sine 1 never did ” ♦ • * 

“ Y'es, but you foiget, Yarto Claud,” said the ITdalh >, “that 
the Factor w'as onl^ counting over the money for iny Lord tlifl 
Ohamberlam,* As he w so keen for his Lordship's lights in 
whales and wrecks, surely ho w’ould not forget him m treasure- 
trove ” * , • 

“A-hem! a-hem ' a he—he—hem !” ejaculated Tnptolemus, 
.seized at the moment with an awkw'aud fit of coughing,—“no 
doiJjt, my Lord’s, right m the matter would have Im'CU con- 
siderexi, being m the Iiand of one, thougli 1 say^it, as just as f^n 
be found in Angusshire, let alone the Mearns But mark \vhat 
happened of kite ! One day, as I went up to i8ee that all was 
safe and Biiug, and just to count out the share that sliould have 
bi^ea lus Lordship’s—for surely the labourer, as one may call 
the finder, is worthy of his h£ro—nay, «oine leapied men say, 
that when the finder, in point of tnist and lu point of power, 
* Note K. Aiitu}(i« coma found in Zttlaud. 
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representetli the dormnub, or lord suyienor, he taketh the whole , 
but let ,that pass, a kittle question in apicibus juru^ as we 
wont to say at Saint Andrews—Well, sir and ladies, when I 
went to the upper chamlier, what should I see but an ugsome, 
ill-shajrtifl, and most uncouth dwarf, that wanted but hoofs and 
horns to have'^made an utter devil of him, counting over the 
very hornful of siller' I am no timo>*oiis man, Master Fowd, 
but, judging that I should proceed with caution in such a 
matter—for I had'reason to believe that there was devilry in 
it—I accosted him in Latin (whilk it is maist liet’oming to 
sjieak to aught ^vhRk taketh upon it as a goblin), amj conjured 
him in nomine, and so forth, with such words as my poor 
learning could funush of a suddentY, whilk, to say truth, were 
not BO many, nor altog^'ther so purely latineezed as might have 
b(’>eu, had I not been few years at college, and many the 
ideugh Wcdl, sirs, he started at first, as one that heareth that 
Inch he ex{K'ctH not, but presently recovering ^ulnself, he 
wauls oil me'With his grey ecu, like a wild-cat, and opens hia 
mouth, whilk reseiipb'led the mouth of an ovpn, for the dei^ a 
tongue**hc had in it, that' I could spy, and took uisin his ugl} 
sell altogether the air ami bearing of a bulf-dog, whilk I have 
seen loosed at a fair ujiou a mad staig whereupton I was' 
something daunted, and withdrew myself to call upion. sister 
Ikibv^ u ho fears neither dog nor devil, when thtre is in question 
the little penny siller And truly she raise the fray as I hae 
seen the Lindsays and Ogilvies bnstlo up, when Donald Mac- 
l)onnoch, or the like, made a stait down ^nie the Highlands 
on the braes of Islay But an auld useless carline, called Tronda 
Dronsdaughter (they might c-all her Drone the sell of her, 
without fai'^ber addition), flung herself light in my sister’s 
gate, and yelloclied and skirled, that you would have thought 
hei a whole generation of hounds, w'hereupon I judged it best 
to make ae yoking of it, and stop the pleugh until I got my 
sister’s assistanc* Whilk when I had don»‘, and we mounted 
the stair to the apartment m which the said dwarf, devil, or 
other afiparition, was to lie seen, dwarf, horn, and siller, were 
as clean gaue as if the cat had lickit the place where I saw 
thrai ” 

Hero Tripitolemua ^used in his extraordinary narration, 

A hile the rest of the party looked upon each other in surprise, 

* YtninR nnbmken horn* 
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and the Udaller. muttered to Claud Haloro—“ By all tokens, 
this must have been either the devil or Nicholas Stru^upfcrj 
and, if it were him, iie is more of a goblm tfian e’er I gave him 
credit for, and shall be apt to rate him as such in future.*’ Thou, 
addressmg the Factijr, he inquired—“ Saw ye nought how this 
dwarf of yours parted company 1” • 

“As I shall answer it, no,” replied Tnptolemus, with a 
cautious look around him, as if daunted by the recollection, 

“ neither I, nor Baby, who had her wits inofo about lier, not 
having seen this unseemly vision, could perceive any way by 
whilk he iqade evasion Only Tronda said Tihe saw him flee 
forth of the window of the wqst roundel of the auld# house, 
upon a dragon, o-s she avcirred^. But, as the dragon is held a 
fabulous animal, I suld pronounce her averment to rest Ufvon 
decepttt msus ’* * * 

“ But, may we not ask fsrther," said Brenda, stimulated hy 
curiosity to know as much of her cousin Noma’s family as was 
possible, “ how all this ojierateii upon Master ¥ellowley, so 

occasion hib .being in this place at •squ^unsfasonable an 

» . «• 

“ Seasonable it nmst be, Mistress Brenda, since it brouglit 
into your sveet cony^any,” answered ClamI Halcro, wlioso 
mercuriai brain far outstripped the slow conceptions of the 
agriculturist, and who became impatient of being so long silent 
“ To say the trath, it was I, Mistress Brenda, who recr)miueu'(lod 
to our friend the F'actor, who.se house I chanced to call it just 
after this mischance and where, by the way, owing doub hiss to ' 
the hurry of thbir spirits, I was but jioorly received), to make a 
visit to our other ffiend at Fitful Head, well judging from <'43rtain 
pomts of the story, at»which ray other and more partisular fnend 
than either (looking at Magnus) may chance to form a’ gniess, 
that they who break a head are the Ixsst ^ find a plaster. And 
as our fHend tiie Factor acruphid travelling on horseback,—in 
respect of some tumbles from our p^>aie.s"—- — • , 

“ Which are incarnate devils,” said Tnptolemus,- aloud, mut¬ 
tering under his breath, “like every live thing* that I have 
found in Zetland ” 

‘^Well, Fowd,” continued Halpro, “I undertook to carry him 
to Fitful Head in my little boat, which GRes and Lean manage 
as if It were an Admiral’s barge full manned , and Master 
Triptolemus Yellowley will tell you how seainan-like I piloted 


as 
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him to the little haven withm a quarter of a mUe of Norua^e 
dwolli^.” 

“I to lieavfen you luul brought mq.as safe back again,” 
said the Factor, 

“ Why, to be sure,” replied the raiiiatrel^ “ I am, ua glorioua 
John says--, 

« 

' A darinj? pilot in extremity, 

I'leased with tiie daiij^er when the waves go‘high, 

I seek the Htorni—hut, for <i calm unfit. 

Will steer too near the sands, to show iny wit 

r , 

“ [ ^^howed litUe wit m entrusting iiiyHclf to your charge,” 
said Tr^ptolomus, ‘'and you still less wdien you iij/set the bpat 
at the throat of the voe, as you call it, wlien even the pool 
ban 11 , that wois iiiair than half drowou d, told you that you were 
<‘airying'too ifuich •sail, and tlnm je wmd fasten the rajxi^^to the 
bit stick on the boat-side, that yo might have tune to play on 
the liddle ” „ * * 

‘'What'rSafd the Udaller, “hiake bust.the slioets to the 
thvviiit? a most i^nsi<'a.^nal)le pnictice, niaud Halcro ” < 

.“And sae tame of lejdied the agrfcultunst; “ foi* the 
noist blast (and we are never laftg without ano m these parts) 
wlioniled us ivs a gmlowife would whoinle a bowie, mid ne’er u 
thing wad Maistcr. Halcro save but hfs fiddle The p,uir bairn 
swam otit like a water-spaniel, and I swattered hard for my 
life; W’l' the help of ane ef the oars; and here we are, comfort- 
h'ss creatures, that, till a g(x>dLwin(l bfew^oii here, had iiae- 
• thing to eat but a mouthful of Norway nisk, that has mair 
sawdust than ryemeal in k, and tastes llker ^turpentine than 
ouything else ” 

“1 thought w'e heard you very merry,”,said Brenda, “as we 
came along the lieacfi ” 

“Ye heard a‘fiddle, eMistre-ss Brenda*,” said the Factor, “and 
uiayCe ye may think there can be nae deart]i, miss, where that 
la skirling ^ I^ut then- it w^as Maister Claud Halcxo’s fiddle, 
wlulk, I aiu.apt to think, wail skirl at his father’s death-bed, 
01 .at hi3 ain,‘sae laflg as hia fingers could pinch the tbainii. 
And it was nac sma' aggravation to my miafbrfeune to have him 
bumming a’ sorts of spnngs—Norse and Scots, highland and 
Lawland, Fqgbsb and Italian-^m ray lug, as if nothing had 
bapiieiied that w^as amiss, and we all in such stress and •per- 
ple\it>.” 
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“ Wh/, I tolfl you sorrow would never right the boat, Factor,” 
aaid the thoughtless minstrel, “ and I did my best to make you 
merry, if I faded, it was neither my fault iwr my fiddlcfs I 
have drawn the bo\f across jt lieforc glorious John Dryden 
himself,” » 

“ I will hear no* stones about glorious Jol^U Dryden,” 
answered the Udaller, who dreaded Halcio’s iiarrative,s as 
much as Tnptolemus did hi^ music,—I wdl hear nought ot 
liim, but one story to every'three kiwis of punch,—it is our 
old fiaction, you know. But tell me, instead, what said Nbrna 
to you about your errand?” . „ 

“Ay, there was anitlier fine upshot,” said Master Yellowle\ 

“ She wadna look at us, or listen *to us, only slie bothered our 
aoquaintanee, Master Halero here, who tliougiit lie could have 
sae inut:^ to say wT her, witli about a si‘or<^<d qiisstums about 
your family and household e.^tate, Mjustcr Magnus 'I’loil, and 
when slie had*gotten a’ she wanted out of huu, f thought siie 
wad hae dung him ow'cr the craig, like an einply^pcsi^od” * 

“ And for yourself?” Haul the Udaller ^ 

“ wadna listeif to my story, nor h(;ar sactnucli as a uvnd 
that I had to say,” anww'ered Trij)U>lemps*;and sae iiiych for 
thgrn that seek to witches and faniiliur spinU 

“ You needeil not to htive ha(i recodise Uf Noma’s wi«<loin, 
Master Fifctor,” said Minna, pot uiiwillmg, perha[»s, to stop liis 
lading against the Iriend who had so hifcly rendered lier serv|efc , 

“ the youngest child m Orkney could have tf»ld you," th *l lairy 
treasures, if they are not wisely employeil torthe good of o Jiers, ' 
as well os ot tlijiser bi^whom they arc imparted, do not owcll 
long with their pfiasossors ” 

“,Your humble servant to cominand, iVIistress Mingle,” said 
Tnptolemus, “I thaidc ye for the hint,—and I am Idithe that 
you have gotten your wits—I >ieg pardon,^! mount your healtli 
—into the bam-;racd again. For 'the treasiiw, I neither us<sl 
nor abused it—they that live in the house w irii iny sister Baby 
w'ad find it hard to do either ’—and as for speaking oT it, whilk 
they say rauckle offends tliera whom we m Scotland call Good 
Neighbours, and you (ull Drown, the face of tlie atiild Norse 
kings, on the corns themselves might have bjiokejn fvs mucli 
about it as ever I did,” * - 

“The Factor,” said Claud Halero, not unwilling to seize the 
opportunity of revenging himself on Tnptolemus, for disgracing 
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his seamauBhip and disparsiging bis music,—“ The Factor wiis 
BO ac^pulous, as to keep the thing quiet even from his master, 
the Lord Chamberlain, but, now that ^the matter has ta’en 
wind, he is likely to have to account to his master for that 
which is no longer in his liossession , for the Lord Chamberlain 
will be in no liurry, I think, to believe the story of the dwarf 
Neither do I think” (wmKing to the Udaller) “ that Noma gave 
credit to a word of so odd a story, and I daresay that was the 
leason that she received us, I must needs say, in a very dry 
inamuT I rather think she knew that Triptolemus, our fnend 
hftre, had found some other hiding-hole for the money, and that 
the stor}’’ of the goblin w'as all his own invention For my 
part, I will never believe there was such a dwarf to be seen as 
the creature Master Yellowley describes, until I set my own 
eyes on him * 

Then you may do so at thw moment,” said the Factor, 

“for by-” (he iiuittered a deep asseveration as he sprung 

on his feetain great horror), “there the creature is 
j\ll tinned their eyes in the direction in ivhich he printed, 
and saw the hideous ii isshapiui figure of I’acolet, with his eyes 
fixed and glaring at them through the smoke He had. stolen 
uj)on their conversation iinpcrceived, until the Factor’s eye 
lighted upon linn in the manner w'e have descnb(?d There 
wjis something so gliastly in his sudden and. unexjieeted appear¬ 
ance, rven tlie Udaller, to whom his forai was familiar, 
could not help starting Neither pleased with himself for 
having testified tins degree of emotion, however slight, nor 
with tlie dwarf who had given cause to it, Mtignus asked him 
sharply, what was his business there 1 Pacolet replied by prt>- 
duemg ailetter, which he gave to the Udaller, uttenng a sound 
Teseiublmg the word SiKxjh * 

“That is the Hi^hlandman’s language,” said the Udaller — 
“didst thou learn that, Nicholas, when you lost your ovml” 
Pacolet, nodiied, and signed to him to read his letter 
“ That is no such easy matter by firelight, my good friend,” 
replied the* Udaller, “but it may concern IVffnna, and yre 
must try.” 

Brenda offered her assistance, but the Udaller answered, 
“ No, no, jny gfrlr -Noma's letters must be read by those they 
are written to. Give the knave, Stmmpfer, a drop of brandy 

* lu Gaelic, there. 
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the while, though he little deserves it at uiy hands, considering 

the grm with which he sent the good Nantz down the crag this 
morning, as if it had been as much ditch-water.” ’ 

“ Will you be thi8*honest gentleman’s cup-bearer—his Gany¬ 
mede, friend YeUowley, or shall I said Claud Halcro aside 
to the Factor, while'Magnus TtojI, having caiefii^y wiped his 
spectacles, which he produced from large cop[ier case, had 
dispoBed them on his nose, and was studying the epistle of 
Noma. . 

“I would not touch lam, or go near him, for all thc^Carse 
of Gowrie,” said the Factoi*, whose fears ware ’ by no means 
enturely removed, though be saw that the dwarf was received 
as a creature of desh and blood'by the rest of the company, 
“ but I pray you to ask him ^hat he has tione W'lth my horn 
of oom^i” • • 

The dwarf', ivho he4ird question, threw back his head, 
and displayed his enormous throat, pointing to it with his 
finger * ^ ♦ 

“ J^ay, if he has swallowed them, there^is no more to be 
said,** replied the Filetor, “only 1 ho]H;he will tlinvc on them 
as a cow on wet olovCr He is dame Noma’s servant, it’s like, 
-^sucli man, such misticss ' But if theft and witch(‘ralt are to 
go unpunished in this laud, my Lord must find another factoi , 
for I have been listed to live in a country \\here men’s worldly 
gear was keepit from mfang and outfang thief, tm well as Jkeir 
immortal souls from the claw’s of the deil and his cmfin cjs— 
sain and save us !” 

The agrieultHnst >^a8 perhaps the less rest^rved in exjircssing 
his complaints, that the Udaller was for the priisent out of 
hearmg, having tlA-wm Claud Halcro apart into anot^ier corner 
of the hut. 

“ And tell me,” said he, “ friend Ha|^ro, wliaf errand took 
thee to Sumbiirghj since I reckon it was scarce the mere 
pleasure of sailing m partnership with yonder bajnaclel” 

“In faith, Fowd,” said the bard, “and if you will>have the 
truth, I went to speak to Nonia on your affairs ” • 

“ On my afi^irs 1” replied the Udaller , “ on what affairs of 
mine ?” 

“ Just touching your daughtefs health.« I hcard^ that Noma 
refused your message, and w’ould not see Eric Scambester. Now, 
said I to myself, I have scarce joyed in meat, or drink, or music, 
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or aught else, since Yarta Minna has been so ill; and I may say, 
hterallj as well as figuratively, that ray day and night hare 
been ^ade sorrowVul to me. In short, I,thought I might have 
some more interest with old Noma than another, as scalds and 
wise women were always accounted something akin, and I 
undertook the journey with the hope to \>e of some use to my 
old friend and liis lovely daughter.” 

“ And it w^fis most kindly done of you, good warm-hearted 
('laud/' wild the Udallor, shaking him warmly by the band,— 
“ 1 e\:cr said you showed the gf>o<] old Norse heart amongst all 
thy fiddling ami tliy folly,—Tuf, man, never wince for the 
matter, but be blithe that thy heart is better than thy liead 
AVell,— and I warrant you got no answer from NornaT” 

“ None to purpose,” replied Claud Halcro, “ but she held 
mo rlose to cpiestmirnl>out Minna’s illness, too,—and I Void her 
how I had mot her abroad the other morning in no very gt>od 
weather, and liow her sister Brenda said she had hurt her loot, 
—in shoit,,l tol<l her all and overythiiig I knew” 

“ And Homethuig more liesides, it would seem,” h<iid' the 
Udtt’ler , “ lor I. at least, never heard before that Minna had 
hurt licrself ” ' 

“Oh, a scratch ' a mere scratch said the old man ; “IfLt 
J was Ht4firtled alsmt it—terrified lt»t’it had lieen the,bite of a 
dt>g, or some hurt from a venomous thing <[ told all to Noma 
lun.’cver ” 

“ Am'l what,” answered tlie Udaller, “ did she say, in the 
way of reply V\ 

“ Bhe bade me l)egoiie alx)ut my business, aJnd told me that 
the issue would be known at the Kirkwall Fair, and said just 
the like tij. this noodle of a Factor—^it wa^! all that either of us 
got for our labour,” said Halcro. 

“ That is strange,”..said Magnus. “ My kinsw'oman writes 
mo in this letter not to fail going thither ;wTth*niy daughters. 
This Fair mn^ strongly in her head;—one would think she 
intended to* lend the market, and yet she has nothing to buy 
or to sell there that I know' of. And so you came away as 
wW as you went, and swamped your boat at the mguth of the 
vwf’ , 

“Why, hpw could I help ilt” said the poet. “I had set 
the l>oy to steer, attd as the flaw came suddenly ofif shore, I 
could not let go the tack and play on the fiddle at the same 
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tiitiu. it is all wi‘ll enough^—salt water never harmed 

Zetlander, so as he could get out of it; oud, as Heaven would 
have it, vre were within man’s depth of the shore, and chancing 
to find this skio, we Should have done well enough, with shelter 
and fire, and are much better than well with your good cheer 
and good compmiy. •But it wears late, and NigJjt and Day 
roust be both as sleepy as old Midnight can moke them There 
IS an inner crib here, w’here the fishers slept,—somewhat frag¬ 
rant with the sroell of their fish, hut that is wholesome. They 
shall bestow themselves there, with the help of what jjloaks 
you have, and then we will have one oup of Jlmindy, and one 
stave of glorious John, or eojpe little trifle of my own, gnd so 
slcefi as sound as cobblers.” , * 

“ Two glasses of brandy, if ymi ideasc,” said the Udallor, “ if 
our stoiips do not nm dry, but not a sing^'•stave of glorious 
John, or of anyone else to-nigjit ” 

And this being arranged and exccuteil agreeably to the 
pereiii]>tory pleasure of the tJdaller, the whole partjj^ (joiiHignM 
theiiiMlvcs to slumber for the night, and ^on the next day 
deparlwl for their ftiveral Imb^tations, .Claud Halcro having 
previously arrangtMi with the Udaller that ho would accompany 
hijji and hw daughters on their proixised visit to Kirkwall 


CHAP;rER THIRTY-FIRST. 

“By this hand, thou think'st me as far lu the devil’s hook as thou and 
Falstoff, for obdurtfcy an*l persistency Let the end try tliejiian . 
Albeit 1 could tell tS thee (oa to one it pleaaes me, lor iault of a 
lietter, to call toy fnend), I could be sad, and sad uuit^d too " 

• llEXHY IV. Part JI 

« 

• 

Wb must now chang*e the scene from Zetland Orkney, and 
request our readers to accomjiany us to the nuns of <ui elegant, 
though ancient structure, called the EarFs Palace * These re¬ 
mains, though much dilapidated, stiU exist in the neighlsmrhood 
of tbs massive and venerable pile, which Norwegian devotion 
4odicated to Saint Magnus the Martyr, and, Isung pntiguous 
to the Bishop^s Palace, which is also ruinous, the place is im¬ 
pressive, as exhibiting vestiges of the mutations both in Church 
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and State Which have affected Orkney, a« well as countries more 
ex|) 08 ed to such con'ailsions. Several parts of these ruinous 
buildings might be selected (under suitable modifications) os the 
mmlel of a Gothic mansion, provided arcfiitects would be con¬ 
tented rather to mutate what is really beautiful in that species 
of budding,^than to make a medley of the'caprices of the order, 
eoidhunding the military, ecclesiastical, and domestic styles of 
all ages at random, with additional fantasies and combinations 
of their own device, “ all fi)rmod out of the builder’s brain.” 

The blarl’s Palace forms three sides of an oblong square, and 
has, even in fts /uins, the air of an elegant yet massive struc¬ 
ture, uniting, as was usual in thp residence of feudal princes, 
the cfiariM'ter of a palace and'of^a castle. A great banqueting- 
hfdl, c,oinmuni(!atmg with 8eve,ral large rounds, or projecting 
tiirret-nxmiH-, aiuk having at either end an unmense r^^himney, 
tiifftifiea the ancient Northern hospitahty of the Earls of Ork¬ 
ney, and muimuiucates, almast in the ^nodern feshion, with a 
gallery, or witiidmwing room, of corresjKmding dimensions, and 
having, like the liall, its projet'ting tun eta. The lordly hall 
itsQlf IS lighted fiy affine Gothic w'indowi of shafted .st^ne at 
one end, and is entered by a* spacious»and elegant staircase, 
coiLsisting of tliree flights of stone steps The extenor orna¬ 
ments and proportions of^ the aueirnt Imildmg are also \^ry 
handsome, but, liemg totally unpf^otected, this remuimt of the 
jwinp and gnindcui of Earls, who assumed Che license as well as 
the dignity of petty sovereigns, is now.fast cmmblmg to decay, 
and has suflered considerably since the date of our story. 

With folded anns and dowmeost looks, the ^pirate Cleveland 
was pacing slowly the ruined hall which we have just described, 
a place of retirement w hich he had probably chfM+eu liei^use it 
was disfaiit from public resort. His 'dress was considerably 
altered from that wliich he usually wore in Zetland, and seemed 
a sort of imiform, richly laced, and exhibiting no small quantity 
of embroidejT, a hat with a plume, and a small sword very 
handsomely mounted, then the constmit companion of every 
one who assumed the rank of a gentleman, showed his preten- 
^ons to that character. But if his exterior was so far improved, 
it seemed to be otherwise with his health and spirits. He was 
p^e, and had lost^both the fire of his eyes and the vivacity of 
his step, "and his whole appearance indicated melancholy of 
miDd, or sufftiiiog of body, or a combination of both evils. 
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A« (^eveljind thus paced tliesc ancient mins, a j^oiing man, 
of a light and slender form, whose showy drm seemed to have 
been studied with care, yet exhibitotl jnor<^ extravaganoe tl>an 
judgment or ta«to, #hoae manner waa a jaunty affectation of the 
free and easy rake of the period, and the expression of whoso 
coimtenance w'as lively, with a cast of effrontery, tripped up the 
staircoae, entered the hall, and presented himself Cleveland, 
who merely nodded to him, au<l pulling Iuh hat deeper over his 
brows, resumed his solitary and discontented promenade. 

The stranger snljusteil his own hat, nodded in return, took 
snuff, with the air of a pdU vtaUre, from a jichly chas^ gold 
box, offered* it to Cleveland as he passeil, and being repulsed 
rather coldly, replaced the boj in his pocket, folded lus firms in 
his turn, and sUvkI hxiking with fixed attention on bis inotions 
whose^olitiide he had mtemipted. At lengtii Cleveland stopfKjd 
short, as if impatient of being longer the subject of his observa¬ 
tion, and saul abruptly, “ Why win I not he left alone for half- 
an-hour, and what the devil is it lhat you wani '^*’ • 

“ I am glad you spike first,” answered the slranger enre- 
less^^r, “ I was determineii to know whethdlr you w ere Clement 
Cleveland, or Clcvcliind’B ghost, and tltey say ghosts never take 
Jjie lirat word, so I now set it down for yourwjlf m lile and limb , 
and here is a fine old hwly-house you have found out for an 
owl to Ifide himself in at midday, or a ghost to revisit the pale 
glim|)ses of the moon, as the divine Shaksjx'are says ” , 

“ Well, well,” aiLsiwred Cleveland, abruptly, “ yo»r jhst is 
made, and now' let us have your earnest.” ^ 

“In earnest, theiif Captain Cleveland,” roplieil his con uamoii, 

“ I think you know me for your friend ” 

“ I am contentsuppose so,” said Cleveland 
“ It is more than* supposition,” replied the youn^ man; “ I 
have proved it—^jiroved it both here and elsewhere.” 

“Well, well,” answered Cleveland, “t admit* you have been 
always a friendly ftllow—and what thenl” 

“Well, well—and what thenl” replied the titlier, “this is 
hut a brief way of thanking folk. Look you, Captain, here is 
Benson, Barlowe, Dick Fletcher, and a few others of us who 
wished you well, have kept your old comrade Captain Goffe in 
these seas upon the look-out f#r you, when he 'and Hawkins, 
and the greater port of tlie Bhip*s comffkriy, w ould •fain have 
been down on the Spanish Main, and at the old trade.” 
vou XIIl. 


2 
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" And I wish to God tliat you had all gone about your buKi 
11688 ,” «aid Cleveland, ” and left me to my fate,” 

“ Which would hkve been to be infonned^against and hangi^, 
Captain, the first time that any of these Dutch or English 
rascalB, whom you have lightened of their cargoes, came to set 
their eyes uj'on you , and no place more ‘likely to meet with 
seafaring men, than in thdbe islands. And here, to screen you 
from such a risk, we have been wasting our precious time, till 
folk are grown very jieery, and when we have no more goods 
or money to spend amongst them, the fellows will be for grab¬ 
bing the ship.” - 

“Well, then, why do you not^1 off withouf me?” said 
Cleveland—“ There has been Tai' partition, and idl have had 
their share—let all do as they liKe I have lost my ship, and 
having been once i* Captain, I will not go to sea unde' com¬ 
mand of Goffe, or any other mar Besides, yem know well 
enough tliat both Hawkins and he bear me ill-wilt for keeping 
thefn from “inking the S})ani8h bng, with the poor devils of 
uegroas on board.” 

“Wijy^ what the fold fiend is the matter with thee?” said 
Ills companion “ Are you Clement Clevelarid, our old true¬ 
hearted Clem of the Clench, and do you talk of being afraid 
Hawkins and Goffe, and a sixire of such fellows, when you have 
myself, and Barlowe, and Dick Fletcher at ypur bock j When 
Wat/ It we de^jte<l you, either m council or in fight, that you 
ehould be afraid of our flint*hmg now? And as for serving 
* under Goffe, I hope it is no new thing for gentlemen of fortune 
who are going on the account, to change* a Crptain now and 
then % Let ua alone for that,—Captain you shall be , for death 
rock me asleep if I serve imder that fellow Goffe, who is as 
very a bloodhound as ever sucked bitch 1 No, no, I thank yon 
— my Captain must have a little of the gentleman about hun^ 
howsoever. Besides, you know, it was you who first dippetl my 
hands in the dirty water, and tnnied me from a stroller by lanil, 
to a rover by sea.” 

“Alas, pocs* Bunee’” said Cleveland, “you owe me little 
thanks for that service.” 

“ That is as you take it,” replied Bunce • “ for my part I see 
no harm in levying contributiobs on the public either one WTiy 
or t’other* but I wish you would forget that name of Bunce, 
and call me Altamcmt, I have often desired you to do. ] 
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hope a gentleman of the roving trade has as good a right to 
have an alias as a stroUer, and I never s^eppod on tha boards 
but what I was Akamont at the. least." 

“Well, then, Jack AJtamont,” replied Cleveland, “since 
Altamont is the word"- 

“ Yes, but, Captain, Jack m not .the word, thdugh Altamont 
be 80 . Jack Altamont—why, ’tis a velvet (X>at with paper lace 
—Let it be Frederick, Captain; Frederick Altamont w all of a 
piece.” * 

“ Fredenck be it then, with all my heart,” •said Clftveland ; 
“ and pray^tell me, which of your names w jf sound best at the 
bead of the Last Speech, Confession, and Dying Wordn^of John 
Bunce, altos Frederick Altan^pnt, who was thb morning banged 
at Execution Dock, for the crime of Ii>r|w:y iyx)n the Rigli 
Seasi 

“ Faith, J cannot answdir that question, without another can 
of grog, Captain, so if yon will go down witlj me to Bet ♦Hal¬ 
dane's on the quay, I will liestow some thought dh the matter, 
wifti the help of a. right jiipe of Trmidadd* We will have the 
gallon bowl filled yith the best stutf you ever tastwl,*and I 
know some smart wenches who will help us to drain it. But 
^on shake your head—^ou’re not i' the vem?—Well, then, I 
will stay with you, for by this hand, Clem, you shift me not 
oflf. Only I will ferret you out of this burrow of old stones^ ami 
carry you into sunshine and fair air - Where shall wo»goT'' 

“ Where you w'ill,” said Cleveland, “ so that you keep out of^ 
the way of our own^rascals, and all others ” 

“Why, then,” replied Bunce, “you and I will go u]* to tin* 
Hill of Whitford* which overlooks the town, luui walk together 
as gravely and honestly as a pair of well employed rfttorneys ” 

As they proceeded to leave the ruinous castle, Bunce, turn¬ 
ing back to look at it, thus addressed companion.— 

“ Hark ye,*Captain, dost thou know who last mliabited this 
old cockloft 1” • • 

“ An Earl of the Orkneys, they say,” replied Cleveland 
“And are you avised what d^th he died of?" said Bunce, 
“ for I have heard that it was of a tight neck collar—a hempen 
fever, or the like." . 

“ The people here do say,” replied Cleveland, •“ that his 
Lordship, some hundred years ago, bad the mishap to become 
acquainted with the nature of a loop and a leap in the air.” 



‘Why, la ye tlicie new'” 6^«d Bunce^ ‘‘there wae ftome 
credit benip hangt‘d'iii those days, and m such worshipful 
company. And whai might hjs lordship ha^e done to deserye 
such promotion?” 

“Plundered the liege 8iib|oets, they say,”/epljed Cleveland; 
“ slam and wotmded them, tirefl ujwjn bis Majesty's flag, and so 
forth ” 

“ Near akin to a geutleimin ro\er, then,” said Bunce, making 
a tlieutrual bow towards llie old building, “and, therefore, 
my most potent, grave, and reveiend Signior Earl, I crave 
leave to call you ifiy loving cousin, and bid you most heartily 
luiieii ,1 leave you in the good,(xunr»aTiy of rats and mice, and 
80 fortli, and I diiry with me an honest gentleman, who, having 
of late hiifl no more heart than a moiise, is now desirous to nm 
away from Ins* prolesHion ami friends like a rat, and '^oidd 
therefore be a most Utting denizen of your Enrlship's palace ” 

“I wonhl ad\i8e you not to speak so loud, my good friend 
Frodenek Altamdiit, or John Bunce,” said Cleveland, “when 
you were on the stage, you iiiiglit safejy rant as loud as ;,ou 
hstcil /' but in your {ircfeent jirofesaion, of which you are'’ so 
tond, eveiy mail spe^aks undei correction of the yard-arm and 
a running noose ” 

The comrades left the little town of forkwall in silerjce, and 
jus(;en(led tlie Hill of Whitford, which raises »sts brow of dark 
heath,"uninterrupted by enck)surea, or cultivation of any kind, 
to the iiortliward of the ancient Burgb of Samt Magnus The 
Vlaiu at the foot of the hill was already occupied by numbers 
of {Hirsona who wore engaged m making projMiriitions for the 
Fair of Saint Clla, to lie held ujion the ensuing day, and which 
fonna a gereral rendezvous to all tlie iieighDouriug islands of 
Orkney, and is even frequented by many persons from the 
more diataut archifielaga of Zetland, It is, in the words of the 
Prwlamation, “a free Mercat and Fair, halden‘at the good 
Burgh of Kirkwall on the third of August, being Saint Gila’s 
day,” and cimtmiung for an indefinite space thereafter, extending 
from three di\y8 to a week, and iipwartU. The fair is of gr«4t 
antiquity, and derives its name from Olaiis, Clave, OUaw, the ceJe- 
bnited I^lonarch of Norway, wb\ rather by the etige of his sword 
than any milder argi^ient, introduced Christianity into these 
isles, and w^ rosfiected as the patron of Kirkwall some time 
before he shared that honour wi^ Saint Magnus the Martyr. 
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Ifc was no fto of Cleveland's purixwe to inn»i;le in the busy 
scene which was here going on, and, turning their route to 
the left, they stwn ascended into imdistnrlied soUtide, stive 
where the grouse* more plentiful in Orkney, perhaps, than 
in any other part of the British doizunions, rose m covey, and 
went off before thfem,* Having continueti to oscentl till tlu'y 
had well-nigh reached the Buuimrt of the conical hill, liotii 
turned round, as with one conwent, U) Iwk at and admire the 
prospect beneath. ■ , 

The lively bustle which extended iHitweeu tlie foot of the hill 
and'^^IQ^ town, gave life and variety to that phrt of tfie scene , 
then was keen the to\^Ti itself, out of whicli arose, liki* a great, 
mass, superior in projxirtior^ fw? it seemed to the uluttc Imrgli, 
the ancient Cathedral of »Sahit Magrinn, of the heaviest order 
of O^thic architecture, but gran<l, solemw, and irately, the work 
of a distant age, and ol t^powerful liinid The quay, with the 
shipping, tent adilitional \ ivacity to tlie scene; and not only 
the whole lieautdul buy, which hex bctw'ixti tii^ |ironio»tornw 
ni^luganess and yuauterness, at the bottom of which KiikMall 
IS •situated, but Ml tlie sea, m) far syi visible, and in p^ticnlai . 
the whole strait biftwixt the island of Sluipinsha and tliat called 
•Boiuona, or the Maiulanii, was covered and enlivened by a 
viu’iet^ of boats and sidfell vessels, fmgliUsl trom distant ishmtl.s 
to convey fias'teqgers or merchanrlise the. Fair of .Saint Olla ^ 
Having attained the punt by whu-h this fair and bu«i^ jiro- ' 
sfiect was most (romplidely commauded, ca<h of th<* strangers, 
m seaman fasJuon, had recourse to Ins Hjiy-ghiHs, to insist tU: 
naked eye in»(ionsifleimg the bay of Kirkwall, and tiic ..iimerous 
vessels by winch it \vas traversed But the attention <d the tuo 
coiiii^nions seerhetl^ to lie arrested by ddf(*rent objects That of’ 
Bunco, or Altamont, as he chose to call Inmsclf, was rivetted to 
the armed sloop, wlicre, conspicuous by her square rigging and 
lengtli of bfMini, with the English Jack and pennon, which they 
had the precaution to kec*p flying, she Ixy among the inert hant 
vessels, as distinguished from them by the trim iii atiiess of her 
appearance, as a trained soldier amongst a i rowl of cIom ns 
Yonder she lies,” said Bum'c, " I wish to (bxl she was in 

the hay of Honduras—you Captain, on the quiytiT dcf;k, I your 

# 

* It i» very curious that the grouse, plenty i# Orkney at the text decUrcs, 
»hott1(I he totelly unknown in the ueighiiourujg arrbipelago (4 Zeilaml, whal 
i(« only about sixty iuile«’ tU«tan'’«, with the Fair Isk as AWep between. 



342 WATERLEY NOVEL^. 

♦ 

lieutenant, and Fletcher quarter-maeter, and stout fellows 
under us—I should not wish to see these blasts heaths and 
rocks again for a while.—And Captain you shall soon he. The 
old brute Goffe gets drunk as a lonl every *day, swaggers, and 
shoots, and cuts among the crew , and besides, he has quarrelled 
with the fjeople here so damnably, that they will scarce let 
water or provisions go on board of us, and we expect an open 
breach every day.” 

As Bun(!e received no answer, he turned short round on hia 
comi)amon, and, perceiving his attention otheranso engaged, 
exclaimed,—“ What the devil is tlie matter with you 1 or what 
can you see m alf that trumpery small craft, whidh is only 
loailed w'tli stock-fish, and ling, 'an^ smoked geese, and tubs of 
butter that is worse than tallow!—the cargoes of the whole 
luni|)ed together woiyhl, not be worth the flash of a pistol,No, 
no, give me such a chase as we might see from the mast-head 
off the island of Tnnidado. Your I)oii, rolling as deep in the 
water, as a grampus, deeji-loaden with rum, sugar, and bales 
of tobacco, arfll all the rest ingots, moidorea, and gold dui^,, 
.thou set all sail, clejtr the deck, stand to quarters, up W’Wi 
the Jolly Roger^—we ne^ her—we make Iit out to ^ well 
manned and armed”- 

“ Tw’enty guns on her lower deck,” said Cleveland. 

“ Forty, if you will,” retorted Biiuce, “ and we have but ten 
inoimted—never mind The Don blazes away—never mind 
yet, my brr ve lads—run her alongside, and on board with you 
—to work with your greiuvdoes, your cutlasses, pole-axes, and 
pisttde—The Don cries Misencordia, and we share the cargo 
without CO licrficw, iSVig^HTo-r ” 

“ By my faith,” said Cleveland, " tliou takftjt so kindly to 
tlie tr^e, thiCt all the world may see that lio honcet man was 
spoiled when you wej-e made a pirate. But you shall not pre¬ 
vail on me to go farther in the devil’s road with you; for you 
know yourself that w-hat is got over liis back is'spent—you wot 
how. In a w6ek,**or a month at most, the rum and the sugar 
>xre out, the boles of tobacco have become smoke, the moidorea, 
ingots, and gohl dust have got out of our hamls, into those of 
the quiet, hon<®t, conscientious folks who dwell at Port 'Royal 
and elsewhere—wink hard on our trade as long as we have 

* The pirttes g»re this name tn the hlack flxtg, which* with many Imr 
nhle devtcee toUthance its toironi, was their fsvourtte eoiuica. 
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money, but not a jot beyond. Thai we have cold looks, and 
it may be a hint is given to the Judge Marshal; for, when our 
pockets are worth nothing, our honest fHends, rather thtui want, 
will moke money u^n our heads Then comes a high gallows 
and a short hdter, and so dies the Gentleman Rover. I tell 
thee, I wdll leave this trade, and when I turn my glass from 
one of these barks and boats to another, there nf not the worst 
of them which I would not row- for life, rather than continue 
to be what I have been These poor men make the sea a 
means of honest livelihood and friendly communication between 
shore and shore, for the mutual benefit of Uic inhabitants, but 
Ve have ihade it a road to the rum of others, and to our own 
destruction here and m etpnfity.— I am detorminedi to turn 
honest man, and use this Itfo no longer !" 

where will your honesty take up jts uIjckIo, if it please 
you ?” said Buiice —T(pu have broken the laws of every 
nation, and the hand of the law will detect and crush you 
wherever you may take refuge.— Cleveland, I sjK*ak tp you 
UKire seriously than I am wont to do I havo*lnwi my refiec- 
tiftns, too, and tWey have betm bad enough, though they have 
lasted but a few minutes, to spful me weeks of joviality. But 
k here is the matter,—what can we do but go on as we have done, 
unless we have a direot purpose of adonmig the yard-arm ?” 

“We may cljjLim the benefit of the jiroclamation to those of, 
ounsort who come in and surrender,” said Cleveland. * 

“ Umph answered liis companion, drily, “ the date’of that 
day of grace has been for some time over, and they may take 
the [Kin^ty tr graSit the jMirdon at tlieir pleasure. W ic I yo&, 

I would not put my neck m such a venture 

“ Why, othefs have l»ecii admitted but lately to favour, and 
W'hy should not I ?” said Cleveland. ♦ 

“ Ay,” replied lus associate, “ Harry Glasby and some others 
have been spared ; but Glasby did whit was called gfxid service, 
in betraying his comrades, and retaking the Jolly Fortune; 
and that I think you would scorn, even to >5c nevenged of the 
brute Goffe yonder.” 

“ I would die a thousand times sooner,” sanl Cleveland. 

• “ I will be sworn for it,” said Bunco, “ and the others were 
forecastle fellows—petty laroeny rogues, scarctf worth the hemp 
it would have cost to hang them. B^it your came has stood 
coo high amongst the gentlmen of fortune for you to get ofi* so 
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eaftily. 'You are tfie prime buck of the henl, and will be 
marked accordingly ” 

“Arid M'hy no, If y>ray you “I" said Cleveland , “you know 
well enough my aim, Jack ” 

“ Fredenck, if you plcaHe,” said Bunce. 

“The devil^ take your folly ’—Prithee ket‘p thy wit, and let 
118 lie grave for a moment "" 

“For a moment—lie it so," said Bunco, “but I feel the 
Bjiint f)f Altainont coming fast upon me,—I have lieen a grave 
man for ten minutes already " 

“ Be so then Tor a little longer,” fluid Cleveland ,I know, 
Jack, that you really love me; and, since we have come thus 
far m tills talk, I will trust you entirely. Now tell rue, why 
should I lie ri'fuscd the benefit of this gracious proclamation ? 
I have home a.’ougt outside, as thou knoweat; but, in time of 
need, I can show tlie number of livcA -which 1 have been the 
meaiH of saving, the projxnty ^^llu•h I have restored to those 
who owned i^, \w*ien, without my intercession, it would have 
been wantonly <lestro;^ed In shoit, Bunce, I^can show"-*■ 

“ That you were as gerith* a thief as Robin Hood hmiseff,” 
said Bunco, “ and, for that reason, I, Fletcher, and the lietter 
sort among us, lo> e you, as one who saves the character of us* 
Gentlemen Rovers Irom utter reprobatioit.—'Well, sup|)Ose your 
paidon made out, what are you to do nextl-—w'hat class in 
society will icfcive you?---with -ft'hom will jou associate? 'Old 
Hrakc, in 'Queen Bess’s time, could plunder Pcni and Mexico 
-vyithont a line of eomnnasion to show for it, and, blessed be her 
memory ' he -was knighted for it on his return Aiid there was 
Hal Morgan, tlio Welsliman, ncfirer our time, in the days of 
merry King Charles, bi ought all Ins gettings'’home, had his 
estate and hil*country-house, and who but he? But that is all 
ended now—once a pirat^ and an outcast for ever. The pixir 
devil may go and live, shunned and despised ,by every one, in 
some obscure seaport, with such part of his guilty earnings as 
courtiers and dlerfcs leave him— for pardons do not pass the 
seals for nothing j—and, when he takes his walk along the, pier, 
if <r stranger asks, who is the dowm-looking, swarthy, melan¬ 
choly man, for \s horn all make way, as if he brought the plague 
in his person, the ausweij shall he, that is such a one, the par¬ 
doned pirate holiest man will speak to him, no woman 

of repute will give liim her hand." 
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“ Your picture is too highly colourecl, Jack,” ftoui Clevehuul, 
suddenly interrupting his friend , “ there are women—there is 
one at least that wpuld l>e true to her love^^^ even if he wen; 
what you have described ” 

Bunco was silent.for a moment, and looked fixedly at Ins 
friend. ** By my soul he said, at length, ** I begin tf) think 
myself a conjuror. Unlikely as It all was, I could not help 
suspecting from the beginning that there was a girl in the ease. 
"WKy, this is w'orse than Prince Volscius in loffi,’ha ! ha ! ha !” 

“ Laugh as you will," said Cleveland, “it true ,—tlicrc is 
a maiden vjio is contented to love me, plratcf as 1 am ; and 1 
wuil fairly own to you, Jack, that, though I have often oj; tunes 
detested our roving life, and ifiyself for following it, yet 1 doubt 
if I could have found ii^olutioii to make the break winch J 
have now resolved on, but for her sake.” 

“Why, then, God-a-mel»fy !” replied Bunce, “there is no 
S|»eaking sense to a madman , and love in one of your trade, 
Cajitain, is little letter than lunacy. The glrUmiMt bt; a lare 
crcifture, for a wiso^naii to risk hanging fordicr But, hark ye, 
may* bho not be a little touched, aa wndl as yourself I—r.nd is 
it not sympathy tha^ has done it ■? She cannot Isj mie of oui 
/ifdmary cockatiiuc.^, but a girl of conduct and character " 

“ Botii are os nndoubied as that she is the most beautiful 
and bewitching «*eature whom the eye ever ojieiied ujion,” 
answered Cleveland ' 

“ And she loves thee, knowing thee, most noble Captain, to 
lie a coQunander om^ng those gentlemen of fortune, Wlu u the ' 
vulgar cyill piriftes'l” 

“ Fa'CIi so—I ajn assured of it," said fJleveland. 

“ Why, then," answered Bum-e, “ she is either mad m gwid 
earnest, os I said btdiire, or she does not know wl^at a pirate is." 

“ You are right in the last jioint,” repiieil Cleveland." “ She 
has Ven bred*iu siu'h remote simplicity, and utter ignorance of 
what IS evil, that she compares our o«iupali<m witli that of the 
old NorRcmen who swept sea imd haven with tlieir vietonous 
galleys, established cfilonies, conquered'countries,’mid took the 
name of Sea Kingb." 

** And a better one it is tlmn that of pirate, and comes much 
to the same purpose, I dare say," said Bi-^ce But this must 
be a mettled wrench'—why did you not bring her aboard) 
metbmks it was pity to baulk her fancy.” 



346 


*\V"A.VERLKY NOVELS 

« 

« 

And do you think,^ said Cleveland, “ that I ooidd so utterly 
play the part of a fallen spirit as to avail myself of her enthu* 
siastic* error, and •bring an angel of b^uty and innocence 
acquainted with such a heU as exists on board of yonder 
infernal ship of ours ?—-I tell you, my friend, that, were all my 
former Bins tViubled m weight and m dye, such a villany would 
have outglared and outweighed them all/’ 

Why, then, Captain Cleveland," said his confidant, “ me- 
thinks a was Imt a fool’s part to come hither at all. The news 
must pne day have gone abroad, that the celebrated pirate 
Captain Clevelani, with his good sloop the Revenue, had been 
lost on the Mainland of Zetland, and all hands perishedso 
you would have nmiamed hid tioth from fnend and enemy, and 
might have married your prett/ Zetlander, and converted your 
sash and scarf into< fiRhing-nei^, and your cutlass mto a b&rpoon, 
and swept tlie seas for fish instead of florins ” 

“ And so I had determined," said the Captflin, “ but a 
Ya^ger, as ^ley^’call them here, like a mexldling, peddling thief 
as he 18 , brought ^owii intelligence to Zetland of your Ijang 
here,*and I was fam to ^et oiT, to see if you*were the ainst/rt oi 
whom I had told them, long before I thought of leavmg the 
roving tnwle," » 

“Ay," said Bunce, “and so far ydu judged well. , For, as 
yt)u had heard of our being at Kirkw'aJl, so we should have 
.learned that you were at Zetland , and some of us for 
friendship, scmie for hatied, and some for fear of your playing 
Harry Glasby up<m us, would have come down for the purpose 
of getting \ oil into our company again " * * 

“ I susiiectod as much," said the Captain, “ and therefore 
was fain tq decline the courteous offer of a^fribnd, who proposed 
to bnng me hero about this tune. Besides, Jack, 1 recollected, 
that, as you say, my jiardon will not pass the seals without 
money, my own was wiuciug low—no wondqr, thou knowest I 

was never a chyjl of it---and so "- 

“ And so you came for your share of the cobet" replied his 
friend—“It was wisely*done , and we shared honourably—so 
far Qoffe has acted up to articles, it must be allowed. But 
keep your purpose of leaving him close in your breast, for I 
dre^ his playing you some doj’s tnck or other; for he cer¬ 
tainly thought himself sure of your share, and will hardly for¬ 
give your coming alive to disappoint him.” 
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“ I fear him not/’ said Cleveland, “ and he knows that well 
i would I were as well clear of the consequences of having been 
his comrade, as X hol^ m)rself to be of all thosh which may atteiul 
his lU-wili Another unhappy job I may be troubled with—I 
hurt a young fellow^ who has been my plague for some time, 
in an unhappy brawl that chanced the mommg 1 heft Zetland " 

“ Is he dead ?” asked Bunce , “ it Is a more senous question 
here than it would be on the Grand Caimams or the Bahama 
Islea, where a brace or two of fellows may l>e skot in a morning, 
and no more heard of, or asked about them, lliau they were so 
many wood-pigeons. But here it may be otherwise , so I hoj>o 
you iiave not made your friend ipimortal." ^ 

“ I hope not,” said the C*iptain, “‘though ^ny anger has been 
fatal to those who have given me less provocation To say the 
tnith, t was sorry for the lad, notwithstancflri^, and esisicially as 
I was forced to leave him iiJ»mad keeping ” 

“ In mad keeping said Bunce, “ why, what means that I” 

“ You shall hear," replied his friend. “ In* th% first plkce, 
youfu*e to know, this young man came suddenly on me while 
I wfi& trying to gam Minna’s e-ar, for a 4 )rivate interview before 
I set sail, that I might explain my purpose to her Now, to }»e 
Iffoken in on by ihe accursed rudeness of this young fellow at 
such a njoment ”- 

“ The mtermptmn deserved death,” said Bunce, “ by all the 
laws of love and honour 1 ” . • 

“A truce with your ends of plays, Jack, and listen one 
moment.—The brisk youth thought proper to rebirt, vlien I 
commanderi hifla toltie gone. 1 am not, thou knowest very 
patient, and enforced my commands a blow, whi<;h ho 

returned as roundly. . We struggled, till I became d<^irous that 
we should part at any rate, which I could only effect by a 
stroke of my poniard, which, according to olcT use, I have, 
thou knowest; alw 9 .ys alwut me, 1 had scarce done this when 
I repented; but there was no time to think anything save ^ 
escape and concealment, for if the house rose on me, I was lost; 
as the fiery old man, who is head of the family, would have 
done justice on me had I been his brother, I took the body 
hastily on my shoulders to carry it down to the seorehore, with 
the purpose of throwing it into a rtva, as they ^11 them, or 
chasi^ of great depth, where it would have been long enough 
in being discovered This done, I intended to jump into the 
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boat which I had lying ready, and set sail for Kirkwall. But, 
as I was walking liastily towards the beach with my burden, 
the jKior young fellow groaned, and so apprised me that the 
wound had not been instantly fatal I was by thb time well 
concealed aniorigHt the rocks, and, for from desiring to complete 
my crime, I dmd the young man on the ground, and was doing 
what I could to staunch the blood, whefl suddenly an old 
woman btocsl l)efore me She was a person whom I had fre¬ 
quently seen while in Zetland, and to whom they ascribe the 
<‘hara(itcr of s sorceress, or, as tlie negroes say, an Obi woman 
She demanded tlie wounded man of me, and I was too much 
jjressed for time to hesitate -in complying with her request. 
More she was alK)Ut to say to nfe^ w'hen we heard the vou-e of 
a silly old man lj»elonging to the family, singing at some distance. 
She then pres**(nrher finger on her Up as a sign of Wrecy, 
whistled very low’, and a shapelm* deformed bruje of a dwarf 
conimg to her assistance, they carried the woimdcfl man into 
one of the oaverns wnth which the place aboimda, and I got to 
niy boat and to sea w ith all exjiedition Tf that old ha^ be, 
as they say, connected with the King of the Air, she favoured 
me that morning with a turn of her ea.llmg, for not even the 
Wcet Indian tornmloes, w’hich we have weathered together, 
made a wildei racket than the squall that drove me si far out 
of our course, that, without a pocket-compasA, which I chanced 
to nave about me, I should never have recovereil the Fair Isle, 
for which we nm, and where I found a bng >vhich brought 
me to this phu’e But, whether the old woman meant me 
weal or woe, here we came at length in safety from the sea, 
and here I remain m doubts, and difticulties of more kinds than 
one ” t 

“Oh, the deni take the Sumburgb Head,” said Bunce, “or 
wliatevcr they call the r<K*k tliat you knocked our clever little 
Revenge agaim*t!” * ' 

* “Do not sag I knocked her on the rock,” said Cleveland; 
“ have I not told you fifty times, if the cowards had not taken 
to their Ixint, though I eiioweil them the danger, and told them 
^ey would all be swamiieil, which happened the instant they 
east off the painter, she wendd have been afioAt at this moment 1 
Had they stood by hie and tbe ship, their lives would have 
been saved j had I gone with them, mine would have been lost • 
who can say which is for the bestt” . 
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» Welfreplied his friend^ “ I know your case now, aad can 
the better help and advise I will^be true to you, Clement, as 
the blade to the hilt, but I cannot think that you ijliould 
leave us. As the old ^'ottish song says, * Woe’s my heart that 
we should sunder "—But come, you wull aboard with us to-day, 
any rate V' • • 

I have no other place of refuge,” said Glovdand witli a 

sigh 

He then once more ran his eyes over the Iniy, directed his 
Bfjy-glass upon several of the veHsels winch tni'^ersed its surface, 
in hopcN, doubtless, of discennng the ve^isel of Magnus Troil, and 
then followal his companion down the hill m silence. 


• CHAPTER ’THIRTY-SECOND. 

1 hirivt- likft to the vessel in the * t; 

Winch, lai'l^iug favounup; bii'C^e, hath lyt the ipowot 
T o stein the jiowerful current — Ev^jh so, 

Resolvini? dnily to forsake my vices, 

Uahitw, strong nrcumstance, rt'uewM temptation, 

Sweep nie to sea —O heavenly hrenth, 

> fill thou niy sails, and aid the feeble vesstl, 

W huh lui^fr can reach the blesswi port without thee » 

’Ti« Odds when Evens mkfjt 

OLFVKT.\yD, With his Ifneud Buncc, dcscoudod the hill for 
a time III silei^ce, ugtil at length the latter lenewed tie r con- 
vorKution 

“You have taken this fellow’s wound more on your eon- 
Hcienee than you netxl, (.Japtaiii—I have known y<>u do morf% 
and think less on’t,” , 

“ Not on such slujht provocation, Jack,” replied Cleveland. 
“ Bfcorles, the lad*wive-d my life , and, snv that I recjuited him 
the favour, still w'e should not have met on such evi) tenns , 
but I tnist that he may receive aid from that wumau, who has 
certainly strange skill m simples ” 

And over simpletons, Captain,” said his friend, m which 
class 1 must e*en put you down, if you think mere on this sub¬ 
ject That yon should lie made a ffxil bf by a young woman, 
why. it ia many an honest man’s case,—but to puzzle your pate 
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about the mummeries of old one, is far too great a folly to 
indulge a friend in. Talk to me of your Minna, since you so 
call fcer, as much os you will ; but you have no title to ^uble 
your faithful squire-errant with your old mumping magician. 
And now here we are once more amongst the booths and tents, 
which these ^ood folk*are pitching—^let uslook, and see whether 
we may not find some fim and frolic amongst them. In merry 
England, now, you would have seen, on such an occasion, two 
or three bands gf strollers, as many fire-eaters and conjurors, 
as many shows of wild beasts ; but amongst these grave folks, 
there is nothiiig ^but what savours of business and of commo¬ 
dity—no, not so much as a single squall from my merry gossip 
Punch'and his nb Joan 

As Bunce thus spoke, Cleveliind cast his eyes on some rery' 
gay clothes, which,-\-ith other articles, himg out upon‘"one of 
the booths, that had a good deal more of ornament and exte¬ 
rior decoration than tlie rest There was in front' a small sign 
of canvas ]>amtod, announcing the variety of goods which the 
owner of tfio booth, Bryce Snailsfoot, had on sale, and‘'tlie 
reasonable ]vrice8 al wlych he proposed to offer them to’’ the 
public For the fartlu'r gratification of the spectator, the sign 
bore on thip opjKisjte side an emblematic device, resembling o® 
first parents in their vegetable garments, with this legepd — 

■“ Poor Miiiiiera whom the sunke decoivA. 

Are fain to cover them with leaves 
Zetland hath no leaves, 'tie true, 

Because that trees are none, or few , 

But we have flax and tails of woo'«, 

For linen clotli, and wadmaal blue , 

And we have many of foreign knacks 
Of finer waft than woo’ or flax ^ * 

Ye gallanty Laiubmas lads,* appear, 

And bring your Lainbntas sisters here. 

Bryce Snai^root spares not cast or raie. 

To pleasure every gentle jiair ” * ‘ 

• While CleveiJind was penising these goodly rhymes, which 
brought to his mind Claud Halcro, to whom, as the poet 

WM anciently a custom at Saiat Olla’s Fair at KiricwalJ, that the ymutg 
people of the tower olosa, and of either sex, assooiated in pain for the period 
the Pair, during wbfoh the couple were KutBed LAmbniu brother uni stetcr. It 
is easy to ooocelv| that the %xclaiive familiarity ariaisg oat of this cuototn was 
liable to abuse, the rather that tt la raid little scandal aaa auaohed to tb« inois 
ji'etu.i '« which It occasioned. 
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laureate of the island, ready with his talent*alike in the service 
of the great and small, they probably owed their origin, the 
worthy propnetor of the booth, having j3ast his eys upon 
him, b<^;an with haftty and trembling hand to remove some of 
the garments, which, as the sale did not commence till the en¬ 
suing day, he had exposed either for the purpose of airuig them, 
or to excite the admiratiou of the spectators, * 

“ By my word, Captain,” whispered Bunce to Cleveland, " you 
must have had that fellow under your clutch^ one day, and he 
remembers one gripe of your talons and fears another See how 
fast he is packing his wares out of sight, so os he ^t eyes < 
on you,” • 

Ifu wares said Clevehjnd; on looking more attentively at 
his proceedings * “ by Heaveuf they are ray clothes which I left 
in a chest at Yarlshof when the Revenge losj there—Why, 
Bryce Snailsfoot, thou thiej dog, and villain, what means this ? 
Have you net made enough of us by cheap buying and dear sdl- 
ing, that you have seized on my trunk and wearing appareU” 
l^ryce Snailsfoot, who probably would otherwise mit have 
been willing to m his friend the C^taifi, was now, by the 
vivacity of his attack, obliged to pay attention to hiuT Ho 
whispered to his little foot-page, by whom, as we have 
already noticed, he w'as«usually attended, “ Run to the town 
coimcil-hoiise, yart^», and tell the provost and iiailies they maun 
send some of their officers sfieedily, for here w like to lie^wild 
wark in tlie fair ” • * 

So having said, and having seconded his commau'iH by a 
push on the skouldar of his messenger, which sent him spinning 
out of the shop as fast as heels could carry him, Bryiie Snailsfoot 
turned to his old* acqiiamtance, and, with that amplification of 
words and exaggeraCiou of manner, which in Sfjotldhd is cailletl 
making a phrase,” he ejaculated—“ The Lord -be gude to us ' 
the worthy paptoin Cleveland, that ^e were all so grieved 
about, returned Cb relieve our hearts again ' Wat have my 
cheeks been for you ” (here Bryce wi|)ed his ejlis),* “ and blithe 
am I now to see you restored to your sorrowing /nends!” 

‘*My sorrowing friends, you rascal!” said Cleveland; “I 
wUl give you better cause for sorrow than ever you ha<l on my 
account, if you do not tell me snstantly where ybu stole all my 
eJothea." * • 

"Stole’" cyacttlatod Biyce, casting up hia eyes; "now the 
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Powers be girde to fis!—the poor gentleman has lost h& reason 
in that weary gale of wind ” 

“WJiy, you insolent rascal!” said Cleveland, grasping the 
cane which he carried, “ do you thmk to ^janiboozle me with 
your impudence ? As you would have a whole head on your 
shoulders, and your bones m a whole skiUf one minute longer, 
tell me wherer the devil you stole my w'earmg apparel V' 

Bryce Snailsfoot ejaculated once more a repetition of the 
word “Stole I Now Heaven be glide to us !” bi\t at the same 
time, conscious that the Captain was likely to be sudden in 
execution, cast m anxious look to the town, to see the loitering 
aid of the civil power advance to his rescue. • 

“I Insist on an instant anewer,” said the Captain, with 
upraised weapon, “ or else I will/beat you to a mummy, and 
throw out all your frippery upon the common I ” 

Meanwhile,'Master John Buuce, wdio considered the whole 
affair as an excellent good jest, and 'not the worse .one that it 
madp Cleveland angry, seized hold of the Captam’s arm, and, 
without any'idea of ultimately preventing him from executing 
his threats, interfered just so much as was necessary to protract 
a discilssion so amusing. ' ,, 

“Nay, let the honest man speak,” ho said, “messmate; he 
has as fine a cozening face os ever stoed on a knavish pair of 
shoulders, and his aie the trae flourishe-s of eloquence,'’in the 
couise of which men snip the cloth an inch tob short. Now, I 
wish'j on f'o consider that you are both of a trade—he measures 
bales by the yard, apd you by the sword,—and so I will not 
'iiave him chopped up till he haa had a fair ehase.” 

“You ore a fool,” said Cleveland, endeavouring to shake his 
fiiond oflf-—“Let me go! for, by Heaven, I will be foul of 
him 1” « " 

“ Hold him fast,” said the pedlar, “ good dear merry gentle¬ 
man, hold him fast!” 

“ Then say something for yourself,” said Runce, “ use your 
gob-box, man; v>^tter away, or, by my soul, I will let him 
loose on you ! ” 

. says I stole these goods,” said Bryce, who now saw 

himself run so close, that pleading to the charge became inevit¬ 
able. “ Now, now could I steal, them, when they are mine by 
fair and lawful piircha^ 3” 

“Fiu'chase 1 vou be^arly vagrant!” said Cleveland; “from 
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whom did you dare to buy my clothes 1 or who had the impu¬ 
dence to sell them 1” 

“ Juat that worthy professor, Mrs. Swertha, the housekeeper 
at Yarlshof, who hct^ as your executor,” said the pedlar; 
*‘aiid a grieved heart she had.” 

“ And so she wds resolved to make a heavy pocket of it, I 
suppose,” said the Captain ; “ but how did she dare to sell the 
thinj?8 left in her charge I” 

“Why she acted all for the best, good woman!” said the 
pedlar, anxious to protract the discussion until the arrival of 
succours, “and if you will but hear reascrn,*! am ready to 
account with you for the chest and all that it holds.” 

* “ Speak out then, and lot ^ have none of thy damnable 
evasions,” said Captain Olevdand; “ if you show ever so httle 
purpdfce of being somewhat honest for cftoife m •thy life, I will 
not beat thee.” , 

“ Why you see, noble Captam,” said the pedlar,—and then 
muttered to himself, “ plague, on Pate Patersen’s*cripple Itnee, 
th«iy will be waiting for him, hirplmg useless body' ” then 
resumed aloud—“The country, ye see^ is m great periilexity,— 
great perplexity, indeed—much perplexity, truly. There was 
^ur honour missing, that was loved by great and small—clean 
missing—nowhere to Ufe heard of—a lost man—omquhile— 
dead—defunct 

“ You shall find me alive to your cost, you scoundrel k”'*Baid 
the imtated Captam. * 

“ Weel, but take patience,—^ye will not hear a body ^J>eak,”• 
said the Yagger.—^‘Then there was the lad Mordaunt Mer- 
toun”- 

“ Ha !” said thb Captain, “ what of him ?” , 

“ Cannot be heard of,” said the pedlar; “ c\eaji and cleai’ 
tint,—a gone youth;—fallen, it is thopght, from the craig into 
the sea—he was a^e venturous I have had dealings with him 
for fbrs and feathers, whilk he swapped agaipst^ powder and 
shot, and the like; and now he has worn out from among us— 
clean retired—utterly vanished, like the last ptiff of an auld 
wife*8 tobacco pipe.” 

*‘But what is all this to the Captain’s clqthes, my dear 
friend?” said Bunce; “I mttot presently beat you myself 
unless you come to the point ” 

“Wed, wed,—patience, patience,” said Bryce, waving his 
VOL. XIIL 2 a • 
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hand, ‘*you will get all time enough. Weel, there are two 
folks gane, as I said, forbye the distress at Burgh Westra about 

Mistre^ Minna’s sad ailment”- 

“ Bring not her into your buffoonery, sirrfth,” said Oleveland, 
in a tone of anger, not so loud, but far deeper and more con¬ 
centrated thap he had hitherto used, “ for, if you name her 
with less than reverence, I will crop the ears out of your head, 
and make you swallow them on the spot!” 

“He, he, hel” faintly laughed the Yagger; “that were a 
pleasant jest I you are pleased to be witty. But to say nae- 
thing of Burgh' Westra, there is the carle at Yarlshof, he that 
■was the auld Mertoun, Mordaunt’s father, whom men thought 
as fast bound to the place he dWe)t m as the Sumburgh Hekd 
itsell, naething maun serve him but he is lost as weel as the 
lave about whom i have spoken. And there’s Magnus Troil 
(wi’ favour be lie named) takmg horse, and there is pleasant 
Maister Claud Halcro taking boat, whilk he steers worst of any 
marf in Zetl^andji hia head running on rambhng rhymes; and 
the Factor body is on the stir—^the Scots Factor,—him that is 
aye speaking of dykes and delving, and such* unprofitable wark, 
which has naothmg of mcichandise m it, and he is on the lang 
trot, too; so that ye might say, upon a manner, the tae half of 
the Mamland of Zetland is lost, and ‘ohe other is running to 
and fro seeking it—awfu’ times 

Cautaiu Oleveland had subdued his passion, and listened to 
this tirade of the worthy man of merchandise, with impatience 
indeed, yet not without the hope of hearing something that 
might concern him But his cnmpaniou was now become 
iinpatieiit m his turn *—“ The clothes !” he exclaimed, “ the 
(‘lothes, the clothes, the clothes !” accompanying each repetition 
of the words with a flourish of his cane, the dexterity of which 
consisted m coming mighty near the Yagger’s ears without 
actually touching them. ^ 

The Yagger, slirinking from each of th^ demonstrations, 
continued to exclaim, “Nay, sir—good sir—^worthy sir—for 
the clothes—'I found the worthy dame in great distress on 
aosount of her old maister, and on account of her young maister, 
and on acooupt of worthy Captam Oleveland; and because of 
the distress of the wi^^y Fowd’s family, and the trouble of the 
great Fowd himself,—and because of the Factor, and in respect 
of Olaud Halcro, and on other accounts and respects. Also we 
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mingled oiir sorrows and our tears with a bottle, as the holy 
text hath it, and (sailed in the Ranzehnan to our council, a worthy 
man, Niel Ronaldson by name, who hath vgood reputation." 

Here another flSurish of the cane came so very near that 
it partly touched hia ear. The Yagger started bfusk, and the 
truth, or that whidh he desired should be cons^ered as such, 
bolted from him without more circumlocution; as a (sork, after 
much unnecessary buzzing and fizzing, springs forth from a 
bottle of spruce beer. , 

“In brief, what the deil mair would you have of it?—the 
woman sold me the kist of clothes—they are ntme by purchase, 
and that ifi what I will live and die upon." 

“ In other words," said Cleveland, ** this greedy old*hag had 
the impudence to sell what Was none of hers, and you, honest 
Biy(ft Snailsfoot, had the assurance to .bo the purchaser?" 

“Ou dear, Captain," q^id the conscientious pedlar, “what 
wad ye haef had twa poor folk to do ? There was yoursell gane 
that aught the things, and Maister Mordaunt was gane that 
had them in keeping, and the things were but ({amply put up, 
where they were fottmg with moth apd mould, and"—^ 

“ And BO this oW thief sold them, and you bought them, I 
•suppose, just to keep them from spoiling?" said Cleveland. 

“ Wcel then,” said* the merchant, “ I’m thinking, noble 
Captain, that wjwi be just the gate of it" 

“Well then, hark ye, you impudent scoundrel," s^id the 
Captain. “ I do not wish to dirty my fingers with* 3 on, or to 

make any disturbance in this place"- , 

“Good reason for that, Captain—aha said the ifagger, 
slyly. 

“ I will brefdC your bones if you speak another word," replied 
Cleveland. “Take notice—I ofier you fair terlhs—give me 
back the black leathern pocket-book with the lock upon it, and 
the pirtse with the doubloons, with some few of the clothes I 
want, and keep the rest in the devil's name 1 " 

“Doubloons !!!"—exclaimed the Yagger, with an exaltation 
of voice intended to indicate the utmost extremity of surpriscj, 
—“ What do I ken of doubloons ? my dealing was for doublets, 
and not for doubloons—If there were doubloons m the kist, 
doubtless Swertha will haver them safe keeping for yom 
honour—the damp wouldna harm the gold, ye kba” 

“ Give me back my pocket-book and my goods, you rascally 
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thief,” said Cleveland, ‘^or without a word more I will beat 
your brainfl out 

The wily Yagger, ^sasting eye around him, saw that succour 
was near, in the shape of a party of officers, 'six in number • for 
several rencontres with the crew of the pirate had taught the 
magistrates of Kirkwall to strengthen their' police parties when 
these strangers were in question. 

“Ye had better keep the thief to suit yoursell, honoured 
Captain,” said the Yagger, imboldened by the approach of the 
civil power; “ for wha kens how a’ these fine goods and bonny- 
dies were come by 

This was uttered with such provoking slyness in look and 
tone, that Cleveland made no further delay, but seising upon 
the Yagger by the collar, dragged him over his temporary 
counter, which,was, wth all the goods displayed thereon, over¬ 
set in the scuffle, and, holdmg him with one hand, inflicted on 
him with the other a severe beating with his cane. All this 
was done so sudf?enly and with such energy, that Bryce Snailsh 
foot, though rather a stout man, was totally surprised by the 
vivacity of the attack, and made scarce aay other effort- at 
extncating himself than by roanng for asszstance like a bull- 
calf. The “loitering aid” having at length come up, th? 
officers made an effort to seize on Cleveland, and by their 
united exertions succeeded m compelling him to quit nold of 
the pedlar, in order to defend himself from their assault. This 
he did with infinite strength, resolution, and dextenty, being 
^t the same time well seconded by his friend Jack Bunce, 
who had seen with glee the drubbing sustained by the pedlar, 
and now combated tightly to save his companion from the 
consequences. But, as there had been for some time a grow¬ 
ing feud beWeen the townspeople aud thb crew of the Rover, 
the former, provoked by the insolent deportment of the seamen, 
had resolved to stand by each other, and to aid the civil power 
upon such occasions of not as should occur in future; and so 
many assistants bame up to the rescue of the constables, that 
Cleveland, aftes fighting most manfully, was at length brought 
to the ground and made prisoner. His more fortunate com¬ 
panion had escaped by speed of foot, as soon as he saw that the 
day must needs be det^mined against them. 

The proud heart of taeveland, which, even in its perversiou, 
had in its feelings something of original nobleness, was like to 
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buret, when he felt himself borne down in this unworthy brawl 
—dragged into the town as a prisoner, au4 hurried through the 
streets towards thep Council-house, where the magistrates of the 
burgh 'Wiere then seated in council. The probability of im¬ 
prisonment, with all its consequences, rushed also upon his 
mind, and he cursed a hundred times the folly ^hich had not 
rather submitted to the pedlar’s knavery, than involved him m 
80 perilous an embarrassment. 

But, just as they approached the door of the Council-house, 
which is situated in the middle of the litt|p town, thd face of 
matters was suddenly changed by a new and unexpected mcident. 

* Bunce, who had designed,^ by his precipitate retreat, Co serve 
as well his friend as himself, had hi^ him to the haven, where 
the bj)at of the Rover was then lying, an^ ^lle(| the cockswain 
and boat’s crew to the assistance of Cleveland. They now 
appeared on the scene—^erce desperadoes, as became their 
c^liiig, with features bronzed by the tropical ^un under which 
thgy had pursued it. They rushed at once amongst the crowd, 
laying about them«with their stretchers, jfnd, forcing their way 
up to Cleveland, speedily delivered hihi from the hands of the 
^fficers, who were totally unprepared to resist an attack so 
Tunous and so sudden, and carried him off m triumph towards 
the qufty,—two or three of their number facing about from 
time to time to keep back the crowd, whose efforts fr) recover 
the prisoner were the less violent, that most of the seamen were 
armed with pistols and cutlasses, as well as with the let lethal^ 
weapons whicjj alone they had as yet made use of. 

They gained their boat in safety, and jumped* into it, carrying 
along with them»Cleveland, to whom circumstances seemed to 
offer no other refiig^, and pushed off for their vessel*, singing m 
chorus to their <mrs an old ditty, of which the natives of Kirk¬ 
wall could otdy hear the first stanza :—•* 

■'Robin Rover 

Said to his crew, 

‘Jp with the black flag, 

Down With the blue 1— 

Fire on the main-top, 

Fire on the bow, 

Fire on the fun-deck 
Fire down below ! ” 

The wild chorus of their voices was heard long tho 
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words ceased to be intelligible.—And thus was the pirate 
Cleveland again thnewn almost involuntarily amongst those 
desperate associates, from whom he had »>• often resolved to 
det^h himself. 


CHAPTER THIRTY-THIRD 

Parental Itrve, my friend, haa power o'er wisdom. 

And is the charm, which, like the falconer’s lure, t 
w Can bring from heaven the highest soaring spu its.— 

So, when famed Prosper doff’d hia magic robe, 
it was Miiauda pluck’d it from his shoulders 

. ' ‘ Old Plat 

Ouii wandering narrative must now relturu to Mordaupt Mertoun. 
—Wo left him ii\,the perilous condition of one who haa received 
a severe wouild, and we now find him m the situation of a con¬ 
valescent—pale, iude6d, and feeble, from the ipss of much blobd, 
and the effects of a fever Vhich had foUowe^ the iiyury, but so 
far fortunate, that the weapon, having glanced on the ribs, had 
only occasioned a great effusion of bloo^ without touching an;^ 
vital part, and was now well-nigh healed, so efficacioiis were 
the vjiluerary plants and salvas with which it ‘had been treated 
by the sago Noma of Fitful Head. 

^ The matron and her patient now sat together in a dwelling 
ill a 1 emote island He had been tran^^ported during his 
illness, and ere he had perfect consciousness, first io her singular 
habitation near Fitful Head, and thence to her^iresent abode, by 
one of the ^fishing boats in the station of Burgh Westra. For 
such was the command possessed by Noma over the superstitious 
character of her countrymen, that she never failed to find faith¬ 
ful agents to execute her commands, whatever*-these happened to 
be , and, as iief orders were generally given under injunctions 
of the strictest secrecy, men reciprocally wondered at occurrences, 
which had in fact been produced by their own agency, and that 
of their neighbours, and in which, had they communicated freely 
sdth each other, no shadow of the marvellous would have 
remained. ‘ '' 

Mordaunt was now seated by the fire, in an apartment in¬ 
differently well frumished, having a book in his hand, whidi he 
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looked upon fh)m time to time with signs of ennui and impa> 
tience; feelings which at length so overcame him, that^ 
flinging the volume on the table, he fiixed his eyes on "the fire, 
and assumed the attitude of one who is engaged in unpleasant 
meditation. 

Noma, who sat* opposite to him, and appear^ busy m the 
composition of some drug or unguent, anxiously left her seat, 
and, approaching Mordaunt, felt his pulse, making at the same 
time the most affectionate inquiries whethcr.he felt any sudden 
pain, and where it was seated The manner m which Mor¬ 
daunt replied to these earnest inquiries, although worded so as 
tp expresi gratitude for her kindness, while he disclaimed any 
feeling of mdisposition, did«no1 seem to give satisfatJtlbn to the 
Pythoness. • 

“Ungrateful boy!” she said, “for whwm I have done so 
much j you whom I have Rescued, by my power and skill, from 
the very grftes of death,—are you already so we^iry of me that 
you cannot refrain from showing how desirous* yo^ are to (qjerid. 
aWa distance from me, the very first intelligent days of the life 
which I have resfbred youT’ , , 

“ You do me injustice, my kind preserver,” replied Mordaunt, 
W* I am not tired of your society, but I have duties wliich recall 
me to^ordmary life,” * 

“Duties repeated Norna; “and what duties can or ought j 
to interfere with the gratitude which you owe to me 1—^fkities ! 
Your thoughts are on the use of your gun, or on •clambering 
among the rocks in quest of sea-fowl. For these ‘xercisq^ 
your strength dotlf not yet fit you: and yet these are tlic duties 
to which you are so anxious to return 

“ Not so, good and kmd mistress,” said Mordaunt — 
“To name one duty, out of many, which makes mo seek to 
leave you, now that my strength pem^ts, let hie mention that 
of a son to his father.” 

“ To your fat*lier!” said Norna, with a laugh that had some¬ 
thing in it almost fhintic. “ Oh I you know not liow we can, in 
these islands, at once cancel such duties! And,•for your father,” 
she added, proceeding more calmly, “ what has he done for you 
tb deserve the regard and duty you speak ofIs he not the 
same, who, as you have long Since told |ne, left you for so mauy 
years poorly nourished among strangers, without inquiring 
whether you were alive or dead, and only sending, from time to 
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time, supplies in such fashion as men relieve the leprous wTet<^ 
to whom they fling alms from a distance 1 And, in these later 
years, wlien he had ipade you the companion of his misOTy, he 
has been by starts your pedagogue, by staiSe your tormentor, 
but never, Mordaimt, never your father.” 

“Something of truth there is in what* you say,” replied 
Mordaunt. “ My father is not fond; but he is, and has ever 
been, effectively kind Men have not their affections in their 
power, and it is a child’s duty to be grateful for the benefits 
which he receives, even when coldly bestowed. My father has 
conferred instruction on me, and I am convmced he lovM me. 
He is unfortunate ; and, even if he loved me not ”—^ 

“ And**he does rwt love you,” ^i(^ Noma, hastily; “ he never 
loved anything, or any one, save himself. He is unfortunate, 
but well are hif^ misfoutunes deserved —0 Mordaimt, you jihave 
one parent only,—one parent, who loves you as the drops of the 
heart-blood ! ’* 

“ Up know I hsg^’e but one parent,” replied Mordaunt; “ my 
mother has been long dead.—But your words contradict e^h 
other ” ^ '' *’ , 

“ They do not—they do not,” said Noraa( in a paroxysm of 
khe deepest feeling, “you have but one parent. Your un¬ 
happy mother is not dead—I would taGod that she were !— 
but she is not dead Thy mother is the only parent thali loves 
thee ,„and I—I, Mordaunt,” throwing herself on his neck, “am 
that most unhappy—yet most happy mother ” 

, She closed him m a strict and convulsive embrace; and 
tears, the first, perhaps, which she had shed for, many years, 
burst in torrents as she sobbed on his neck. Astonished at 
what he heard, felt, and saw,—moved by the excess of her 
agitation, yet disposed to ascjibe this burst of passion to in¬ 
sanity,—Mordaunt vainly endeavoured to tranquilUse the mind 
of this extraordinary person 

“ Ungrateful boy 1” she said, “ who but a mbther would have 
watched over fhee as I have watched ? From the instant I saw 
thy father, when he little thought by whom he was observed, a 
space now many years back, I knew him well; and, under his 
charge, I saw you, then a stripling,—while Nature, speaking 
loud in my bosom, assured me, thou wert blood of my blood, 
and bone of my bone. Think how often you have wondered to 
see me, when least expected, in your places of pastime and 
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resort! Think how often my eye has watched you on the giddy 
precipices, and muttered those charms which subdue the evil 
demons, who show themselves to the clunl^r on the giddiest 
point of his path, and force him to quit his hold 1 Did I not 
hang arouad thy neck, in pledge of thy safety, that chain of 
gold, which an Elfijf King gave to the founder ef our race ? 
AVould I have given that dear gift to any but the son of my 
bosom 1—Mordaunt, my power has done that for thee that a 
mere mortal mother would dread to think of, *1 have coiyured 
the Mermaid at midnight, that thy bark might be prosperous on 
the Haaf! I have hushed the winds, and nat^ies have flapped 
their empty'sails against the masj; in inactivity, that you^might 
safely indulge your sport upon‘the crags ! ” 

Mordaunt, perceiving that sh'e was growing yet wilder in her 
talk, endeavoured to frame an answer whifih^shouid be at once 
indulgent, soothmg, and caloulated to allay the rising warmth 
of her imagination, 

“ Dear Norna,” he said, “ I have indeed many reasons to 2all 
you another, who have bestowed so many Jbenefita upon me , 
and from me you shSll ever receive the •affection and duty»of a 
child. But the chairf you mentioned, it has vanished from my 
neek—I have not seen it smce the ruflSan stabbed me.” 

“Alasj and can you \hink of it at this moment?” said 
Noma, in a sorrov^ful accent.—“ But be it so,—and know, it 
was I took it from thy neck, and tied it around the neck of her 
who is dearest to you, in token that the union betwixt you, 
which has been the only earthly wish which I have ha ^ the 
power to form, shall y8t, even yet, be accomplished—ay, although 
hell should open to forbid the banns !” 

“Alas’” said Mor^unt, with a sigh, “you remqptiber not 
the difference betwixt our situation—her father is wealthy and 
of ancient birth.” • 

“ Not more wealtjiy than will be the heir of Noma of Fitful 
Head,” answered the Pythoness—“ not of better or njore ancient 
blood than that which flows in thy veins, derived from thy 
mothw, the descendant of the same Yarls and S^kings from 
whom Magnus boasts his origin.—Or dost thou think, like the 
pedant and fanatic strangers who have come amongst us, that 
thy blood is dishonoured because my imionwith thy father did 
not receive the sanction of a priest?—Know, that we were 
wedded after the ancient manner of the Norse—our hands were 
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clasped within the circle of Odin,* with such deep vows of 
eternal fidelity, as even the laws of these usurping Scots would 
have sanctioned £& equivalent to a blearing before the altar. 
To the offspring of such a union, Magnus has nought to object. 
It was weak—it was criminal on my part, but it Conveyed no 
infamy to tie birth of my son.” 

The composed and collected manner in which Noma argued 
these points began to impose upon Mordaunt an incipient belief 
in the truth of what she said; and, indeed, she added so many 
circusnstanceSj^ satisfactorily and rationally connected with each 
other, as seemed*' to confute the notion that her stpiy was alto- 
gethei^, the delusion of that insanity which sometimes showed 
itself m her speech and actions. A thousand confused ideas 
rushed upon him. when he supposed it possible that the un-' 
happy person befOr^' him might actually have a right claim 
from him the respect and affection due to a parent from a son. 
He could only surmount them by turning his mihd to a differ¬ 
ent, and search less interesting topic, resolving withm himself 
to take time for further inquiry and mature consideration, ere 
he either rejected or admitted the claim winch Noma preferred 
upon his affection and duty. His beneVactress, at least, she 
undoubtedly was, and he could not err in paying her, as such, 
the respect and attention due from a son to a mother; and sc 
far, therefore, he might gratify Noma without otherwise stand¬ 
ing committed. 

** AnS do you then really think, my mother,—since so you 
bid me term you,”—said Mordaunt, “ that the proud Magnus 
Troll may, by. any inducement, be prevailed ujton to relinquish 
the angry feelings which he has of late adopted towards me, 
and to permit my addresses to his daughter ferendal” 

“Brenda?” i*epeated Noma—“who talks of Brenda?—It is 
of Minna that I spoka to you ” 

“ But it was of Brenda that I thought,” replied*Mordaunt, “ of 
her that I pow think, and of her alone that I wUl ever think.” 

“ ImpossiWe, my son !” replied Noma^ “You cannot be so 
^duU of heart, so poor of spirit, as to prefer the idle mirth and 
housewife simplicity of the younger sister, to the deep feeling 
and high mind of the iioble*spmted Minna? Who would stoop 
to gather the lowly fiolet, thal might have the rose for stretch¬ 
ing out his hand ?” 

* See an explanation of this promise, Note P. 
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“ Some think the lowliMt flowers are the sweetest," replied 
Mordftunt, and in that faith will T live anc^die." « 

“ Yon dare not tdime so 1" answered Noma, fiercely , then, 
instantly ohanging her tone, and taking his hand in the most 
affectionate manner, .she proceeded:—“ You must not—you 
will not tell me so, my dear son—you will not break a mother's 
heart in the very fiiat hour in which she has embraced her 
child !—Nay, do not answer, but hear me. You must wed 
Minna—I have bound around her neck a fatal rfmulet, on which 
the happiness of both depends The labours of my life have for 
years had this direction. Thus it must be, and* not otherwise— 
Minna must be the bride of my ssn!’’ • 

“But is not Brenda equally near, equally dear to youi" 
rephed^ordaunt ^ 

“ As near m blood," said Noma, “ but no! so 'dear, no, not 
half so dear, in affection. Mmna’s mild, yet high and contem¬ 
plative spirit, renders her a companion meet for one, whose wqys, 
* like mine, are beyond the ordinary paths of this work!, Brenda 
IS a*thiug of commf>n and ordinary life, an idle laugher and 
scoffer, who would le\^l art with ignorailte, and reduce po\fer to 
weakness, by disbelieving and turnmg into ridicule whatever i« 
bejond the grasp of her shallow intellect.’’ 

“ She is, indeed,” answered Mordaunt, “ neither superstitious 
nor enthusiastic, arfd I love her the better for it. Remember 
also, my mother, that she returns my affection, and that Mhma, 
if she loves any one, loves the stranger Cleveland ” 

“ She does not—sh/3 daies not,” answered Noma, nor lares 
he pursue her farther. I told him, when first he came to 
Bui’gh Westra, that I destined her for you ” 

“ Amd to that rash annunciation,” mid Mordaun*, “ I owe 
this man’s persevering enmity—my wound, and ,well-nigh the 
loss of my life. See, my mother, to whart pomt your mtngues 
have already conducted us, and, m Heaven’s name, prosecute 
them no farther !” • 

It seemed as if this reproach stmek Noma witl^ the force, at 
once, and vivacity of lightning; for she struck her forehead with 
her hand, and seemed about to drop from her seat. Mordaimt, 
greatly shocked, hastened to catqh her m his arms; and, though 
scarce knowing what to say, attempted to fitter some incoherent 
expressions. 

“ Spare me, Heaven, spare me I” were the first words which 
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she muttered , “ do not let my crime be avenged by his means! 
—Yep, young mai^," she said, after a pause, “you have dared 
to tell what I dared not tell myself. Ycu have press^ that 
upon me, which, if it be truth, I cannot believe, and yet con¬ 
tinue to live 

Mordaunh-in vain endeavoured to interrupt her with protes¬ 
tations of his ignorance how he had olfended or grieved her, 
and of his extreme regret that he had unintentionally done 
either She proceeded, while her voice trembled wildly, with 
vehemence 

“ Yes ' you have touched on that dark suspicion which poisons 
the copsciousness of my power,*'—the sole boon which was given 
me in exchange for innocence and for peace of mmd ! Your voice 
joins that of the demon which, even while the elements, confess 
me their mistress, whispers to me, ‘ Norna, this is but delusion 
—your power rests but m the idle belief of the ignorant, sup- 
jiorted by a thousand petty artifices of your own,’—This is what 
Brenda says*—this is what you would say, and false, scandalously 
false, as it 18 , there^are rebellious thoughts ?n this wild brain of 
mine^' (touching her forehead with her ^nger as she spoke), 
“ that, like an msurrection m an invaded country, arise to take 
part against their distressed sovereign.—Spare me, my sonT’ 
she contmued in a voice of supplication, “spare mei—the 
sovereignty of which your words would dtepnve me, is no 
enviable, exaltation. Few would covet to rule over gibbering 
ghosts, and howling winds, and raging currents. My throne 
is a cloud, my sceptre a meteor, my realm is only peopled with 
fantasies , but I must either cease to be, or continue to be the 
mightiest as well as the most miserable of beings >”* 

“Do net speak thus mournfully, my dear and unhappy 
benefactress,” said Mordaunt, much affected, “ I will think of 
your power whatever you would have me believe. But, for 
your own sake, view the matter otherwise. Turn your thoughts 
from such agitating and mystical studies—from such wild sub¬ 
jects of contemplation, into another and a better channel 
Xife will again have charms, and religion will have comforts 
for you,” 

She listened to him with sogie composure, as if she weighed 
his counsel, and desifod to be guided by it; but, as he ended, 
she shook her head and exclaimed— 

* Note S. Character of Nortia. 
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“It cannot be. I must remain the dreaded—the mystical-— 
the Keimkennar—the controller of the elements, or I must be 
no more 1 1 have no alternative, no middlar station. My post 

must be high on yoit lofty headland, where never stood human 
foot save mine—or I must sleep at the bottom of the unfathom¬ 
able ocean, its white •billowa booming over my 8en|oless corpse. 
The parricide shall never also be denounced as the impostor ! 

“ The parricide !” echoed Mordaunt, stepping back in horror. 

“Yes, my son 1” answered Noma, with a intern composure, 
even more frightful than her former impetuosity, “ within Jhese 
fatal walls my father met his death by my means. In yonder 
chamber was he found a livid and lifeless corpse. Beware of 
ftlieJl disobedience, for such are^itS fruits !” • 

So saying, she arose and left •the apartment, where Mordaunt 
remamad alone to meditate at leisure upon ilthe §xtraordmary 
commiuiication which he had received. He himself had been 
taught by hisi father a disbelief m the ordinary superstitions of 
^ Zetland, and he now saw that Noma, however ijjgenioufl*iu 
dupipg others, could not altogether impose on herself. This 
was ^ strong circumstance in favour of |ier ^nity of intellect ^ 
but, on the other hand, her imputmg to herself the guut of 
p^icide seemed so wild and improbable, as, m Mordaunt’s 
opmion, to throw much deubt upon her other assertions 

He had leisure enough to make up his mmd on these parti¬ 
culars, for no one'approached the sobtary dwelling, of which 
Noma, her dwarf, and he liimself, were the sole inhabitants. 
The Hoy island, m which it stood, is rude, bold, and loft> con¬ 
sisting entirely three hills—or rather one huge mouatain 
divided into three summits, with the chasms, rentfe, and valleys, 
which descend from its summit to the sea, while its crest, 
rising to great height, and shivered into rocks wffich seem 
almost inaccessible, intercepts the mists as they drive from the 
Atlantic, and, ^ften obscured from the l?uman eye, forms the 
dark and unmolested retreat of hawks, eagles, and other birds 
of prey.* 

The soil of the island is wet, mossy, cold, and unproductive, 
presenting a sterile and desolate appearance, excepting where 
the sides of small rivulets, or mount^ ravines, are^frmged with 
dwarf boshes of birch, ha^l, and*wild currant, some of them so 
tall as to be denominated trees in that bleak ^d bide country, 

* Not© T. Birdfl of prey 
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But the view of the sea-beach, which was Mordaiuit's 
favourite walk, when his convalescent state began to permit 
him tib take exeixnie, had charms which compensated the wild 
appoMunce of tlie interior. A broad and b^utiful sound, or 
strait, divides this lonely and mountainous island from Pomona, 
and in the cpntre of that sound lies, like a tablet composed of 
emerald, the beautiful and verdant bttle island of Orssmsay. 
On the distant Mainland is seen the town or village of Stromness, 
the excellence of,whose haven is generally evinced by a consider¬ 
able jiuraber of shipping in the roadstead, and, from the bay 
growing narroVrer, and lessening as it recedes, runs inland into 
Pomona, where its tide fills the fine sheet of water called the 
Loch r»f Btennis. * , 

On this lieach Mordaunt was-wont to wander for hours, with 
an eye not i»8ens»bfe to the beauties of the view, though his 
thoughts were agitated with the mpet embarrassing meditetions 
on hia own situation He was resolved to leave .the island as 
fWH^n as th(^ eslabliahmcnt of his health should permit him to 
travcil; yet gratitude to Noma, of \ihom he was at leasj the 
adofg-ed, if not the rejil son, would not allow him to liepart 
without her jienniasion, even if he could obtain means of con¬ 
veyance, of which he saw little possibility. It was onlyj^y 
importunity that ho extorted from ha hostess a promise, that, 
if he would cxmsent to regulate his motions accordifig to her 
dinctions, t»he would herself convey him to* the capital of the 
Orkney'Islands, when the approaching Fair of Samt OUa should 
take place there. 


* CHAPTER THIRTY-FOURTH. 

H&rk to ti» insult loud, the bitter sneer, 

The fierce threat answering to the brutal jfiwr ; 

Oaths fiy like pistol-ahota, and vengcl'ul word* 

* Clash with each other hke oonfiicUng arwords — 

The robber’s quarrel by such sounds is shown, 

^ And true men ha> e some chance to gam their own. 

CAPTmrr, a Pomm. 

Wbxk Cleveland, ||enie off i& triumph firom his assailants in 
Kirkwall, found himself once more on board the pirate vessel, 
his arrival was hailed with hearty cheers by a considerable part 
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of the crew, who nushed to shake hands with him, and offer 
their congnUiulations on his return; for the situation of a Kuo- 
auier Oaptain raised him very little above |he level with the 
lowest of his crew, who, in dl social intercourse, claimed the 
privilege of being hia equal 

When his faction,* for so these clamorous friends might be 
termed, had expressed their own greetings, they hurrieii Cleve¬ 
land forward to the stem, where Goffe, their present commander, 
was seated on a gun, listening m a sullen disoontented 
manner to the shout which announced Cleveland’s welcome. 
He was a man betwixt forty and lii'ty, rather under the nTiddle 
size, but so very strongly made, that his crew used to compare 
bill! to a sixty-four cut down^ Hlack-haired, bull-necked, and 
beetle-browcxl, his clumsy streagth and ferocious amntenance 
contrasSed strongly with the manly figure astkopei^ couiitenoncp 
of Cleveland, in which even the practice of his atrocious pro¬ 
fession had not lieen able to crjidicate a natural grace of motion 
, and generosity of expression The two piratical Captasiis 
looked u[K»u each other for some tune in silence* while the 
partisans of tiac-h galpliered around him Tli8 chler jiart of the 
crew were the principal adherents of Crofte, while the young 
fej^ows, amongst whom Jack Bunce was a principal leader and 
agitator, were m general arttfiched to Cleveland, 

At lenjStth Goffe broke silence “ You are w'elixune alsiard, 
Captain Cleveland*—Smash my taffrail' I suppose you tj^^nk 
yourself commodore yet I but that was over, by G—, wiien you 
lost your ship, and be d—-d ' ” 

And here, on^e for*all, we may take notice, that it was the 
gracious custom of this commander to mix his words and oaths 
in nearly equal proportions, which he was wont to tiall tJutthnuf 
his discourse. As wtf delight not, however, in the dftchargo of 

such artillery, we shall only indicate by a spa<ie like this- 

tha places in which these expletives occulred, and thus, if the 
rcadet will {Midon*a very poor pun, we will reduce Captain 
Goffe’s volley of sharp shot into an explosion of blank fyirtrjdgos. 
To his insmuations that he was come on board to assume the 
chief command, Cleveland replied, that he neither desireii nor 
would accept any such promotion, but would only ask Captain 
Goffe for a cast of the boat, to fmt hun ashore m one of the 
other islands, as he had no wish either to conuoaftd GoffSi^ cr 
to remain in a vessel under his mrders. 
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“ And why not under my orders, brother?” demanded Goffe^ 

very austerely ; “-are you too good a man,--— 

with‘ your cheese* toaster and your gib there,-to serve 

under my orders, and be d—d to you, wh6re there are so many 
gentlemen that are elder and better seamen than yourself?” 

“ I wonder which of these capital seamtn it was,” said Cleve- > 
land coolly, “ that laid the ship under tte fire of yon six-gun 
batteiy, that could blow her out of the water, if they had a 
mind, before yo,u could either cut or slip? Elder and better 
sailors than I may like to serve under such a lubber, but I beg 
to be excused fo*: my own share, Captain—that’s all I have got 
to tell you ” 

“By G—, I think you are both mad'” said Hawkins the 
boatswain , “ a meeting with sword and pistol may be devilish 
good fun in its way, when no better is to be had, but who the 
devil that had common sense, amongst a set of gentlemen in 
our condition, would fall a-quarrelling with eacb other, to let 
thuse duck-w'wgcd, w'eb-footed islanders have a chance of 
knocking us all upon the head ?” 

“ JV’ell said, old Hawkins said Derrick the quarter-master, 
who was an officer of very considerable inij:>ortance among these 
rovers , “ I say, if the t-wo captams won’t agree to live together 
quietly, and club both heart and head to defend the vessel, 
why, d—n me, depose them both, say I, and choose another in 
thwr stead * ” 

“ Meaning yourself, I suppose, Master Quarter-Master t” said 
Jaclc Bunce , “ but that cock won’t fight. He that is to com¬ 
mand gentlemen, should be a gentleman himself, I think; and 
I give my vote for Captain Cleveland, as spirited and as gentle- 
mon-Iike a man as ever daifed the world aside, and bid it 
pass!” 

“ What 1 ymt call yourself a gentleman, I warrant!” retorted 

Derrick ; “ why- your eyes ! a tailor would make a better 

out of the worst smt of rags in your strollihg wardrobe !—It is 
a shame fof men of spint to have such a Jack-a-dandy scare¬ 
crow on board I” 

« Jack Bunce was so incensed at these base comparisons, that, 
without more ado, he laid his hand on his sword. The car¬ 
penter, however, antj boatswain, interfered, the former bnuid- 
ishing his broad axe, and swearing he would put the skull of 
the first who should strike a blow past clouting, and the latter 
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reminding them, that by their articles, all quarrelUug, striking, 
or more espocially fighting on board, was strictly prohibited ; 
and that, if any gentlemen had a quarrel* to settle, tliby were 
to go ashore, and decide it with cutlass and pistol in presence 
of two oip their messmates 

“I have no quftirel with any one,-^!” said Golfe, 

sullenly; Captain Olevekud has wandered al>out among tlie 

islands here, amusing hiinsel^,-— ! and we have wasted 

our time and property in waiting for him, when we might have 
been adding twenty or thirty thousand dollars to th^ stock- 
purse. However, if it pleases the rest of tlw gentlemen adven¬ 
turers, — - -' why, I sliall not grumble alxiut it." 

’ “ I propose," said the boatswain, “ that there sholfld be a 
generul council called in the great cabin, according to our 
articlts, that may consider whaUcoui*}# we ^ire to hold m 
this matter." , 

A general assent followed the iKiatswain’s proposal, tor 
every one found hw own account m these ganergl oomicits, in 
wl^ch each of the rovers had a free vote By lar the greater 
part of the crew ofily valued this frar^^hise, as it allowed them, 
upon such solemn aecasions, an unlimited quantity of ln|uor- - 
A right which they failed not to exercise to the uttcrniost, by 
way of aiding their deliberations But a few amongst the 
adventurers, who^ uniteil some degree of judgment with the 
daring and profligate character of tlicir profession, woiawont, 
at such periods, to limit themselves within the bounfls c>f crjui- 
parative sobriety, and by these, under the apjiarent lo* o of a* 
vote of the general council, all thmgs of moment relating to 
the voyage and undertakings of the pirates w«?re m fact deter- 
iniued. The resP of the crew, when they recovered from tJicir 
intoidcation, were e^dy pcrsuatled that the resolution mloptiMj 
had been the l^itimate elfort of the combined wisdom of the 
whole senate.* 

Upcm the present occasion the debauch had proocedeil until 
the greater pmrt of the crew were, as usual, displaying inebria¬ 
tion in all its most brutal and disgraceful shfqies—swearing 
empty and unmeanmg oaths—venting the most homd iruprc 
cations in the mere gaiety of their heart—singing songs, the 
ribaldry of which was only eqiiklleKl by t^eii profaueness ; and, 
fifom the middle of this earthly hell, the two capCains, together 
w'ith one or two of their principal adherents, as also the cai jMJiJbir 
YOU xiil. 2 B • 
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and boatswain, who always took a lead on such occasions, had 
drawn together into a paademonium, or privy council of their 
own, tcf consider wht<t was to be done, for, as the boatswain 
metaphoricaUy observed, they were in a nknrow channel, and 
behoved to keep sounding the tideway. 

When they, began their consultations, the friends of Goffe 
remarked, to their great displeasure, that he had not observed 
the wholesome rule to whigh we have just alluded, but that, 
m endeavouring drown his mortification at the sudden 
appear^ee of Cleveland, and the reception he met with from 
the crew, the elder Captain had not been able to do so without 
overflowing his reason at the same time. His natural sullen 
taciturnity had prevented this Irom being observed until the 
council began its deliberations, when it proved impossible to 
hide it r •' 

The first person who sjxike was C^veland, who said, that so 
far from wishing the command of the vessel, he desired no 
favoiVr at any oni^'s hand, except to land him upon some island 
or holm at a distance from Kirkwall, and leave him to slnfb 
for hinjself. ' , ' 

The boatswain remonstrated strongly against this resolution 
‘‘The lads,” ho said, “all knew Cleveland, and could truat- 
his eeainauship, as w^el! as his courage; *beside8, he never let the 
grog get quite uppermost, and w'as always in propOT trim, 
eitlnw.to sail the ship, or to fight the ship, 'whereby she was 
never without some one to keep her course when he was on 
< board.—And as for the noble Captain Goffe,” continued the 
mediator, “ he is as stout a heart as ever broke biscuit, and 
that I will iqjfiold him; but then, when he has his grog 
aboard — I speak to his face—he is so d—d funny with hia 
cranks and his jests, that there is no living 'with him. You all 
remember how nigh he had run the ship on that cursed Horse 
of Copinsha, as they call it, just by way of frolic ■ and then 
you know how he fii^ off his pistol under the table, when we 
were at the great council, and shot Jack Jenkins in the knee, 

and cost the poor devil his leg, with his pleasantly.”* 

* 

* This was really an exploit of the celebrated Avery the pirate, who 
suddenly, and without provocation, fifed his pistols under the table where 
he sat drinking yuth his nAiSsiuates, wounded one man severely, and thought 
the matter a good jest. What is still more extraordinary, his «r«w regarded 
it m the same light. 
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Jack Jenkins iras not a chip the worse,said the carpenter ; 

** I took the leg oflF with my saw as well as any loblolly>boy in 
the land coold have done—heated my br6ud ave, and*Beared 
the stump—ay, by — I and made a jury-leg that he shambles 
about with as w^ as ever he did— lot Jack could never cut a 
feather."* 

“ You are a clever fellow, carpentex," replied the boatswam, 
“ a d—d clever fellow! but I had rather you tried your saw and 
red-hot axe upon the ship’s knee timbers than on mine, sink 
me I—But that here is not the case—The question is^if we 
shidi part with Captain Cleveland here, who is% hian of thought 
an^ action,*whereby it is my l^Uef it would be heaving the 
pilot overboard when the gale is blowmg on a lee-shore * And, 

I must say, it is not the part oT a true heart to leave his mates, 
who hhve been here waiting for him titl*they* have missed 
stays. Our water is well-nigh out, and we have junketed till 
provisions arft low with us. We cannot sad without provisions 
—we cannot get provisions without the good-vwll gf the Klrk- 
walk folks If we remain here longer, the ^alcyon frigate will 
be down upon us—She was seeu oflf Peterhead two days sijiice,— 
and we shall hang up at the yard-arm to be sun-dried. Now, 
Qaptain Cleveland will get us out of the hobble, if any can. 
lie can^play the gentl^iau witli these Kirkwall folks, and 
knows how to de§l with them on fair terms, and foul, too, if 
there be occasion for it." • • 

“And so you would turn honest Captain Goffe A-grazing, 
would yet" said an old weatherbeaten pirate, who had it one i 
eye; “what though*he has his humours, and made my eye 
dowse the glim in his fancies and frolics, ho is as honest a man 
as ever walked a <fuarter-deek, for all that, and d—^n me but 
I stand by him so long as t’other lantern is lit!" 

** Why, you would not hear me out,” said •Hawkins; “ a 
man nught as well talk to so many negers!—I tell you, I 
propose that Cleveland shall only be captam from one, fxfst 
fMtidimt to five during which time Gofife is always 
drunk.** 

The Captain of whom he last spoke gave sufficient proof of 
the'trath of his words, uttering an inarticul^^ growl, and 
attempting to present a pistol af the mediator Hawkins. 

* A ship going fast through titie ass is saui to cut s feather, alluding to 
the npple 'vkich she throws off frcnr her bows. 
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“Why, look ye now!” said Derrick, “there is all the sense 
he has, to get dmnk on council day, like one of these poor silly 
fellows 1” 

“ Ay,” said Bunoe, “ drunk as Davy’s sow, in the face of the 
field, the fray, and the senate I ” 

“ But, nevertheless,” continued Demck,’“ it will never do to 
have two Captains in the same day. I think week about might 
suit better—and let Cleveland take the first turn.” 

“ There are as good here as any of them,” said Hawkins ; 
“ how.somdever^ I object nothing to Captain Cleveland, and I 
think he may help us into deep water as well as another.” 

“ Ay,” exclaimed Bunce, “ aijd a better figure he will make 
at bnnging these Kirkwallers to* order than his sober prede¬ 
cessor ’—So Captain Cleveland for ever I” 

“ Stop, gentlemfirf,” said Cleveland, who had hitherth been 
silent; “ I hope you will not choose ene captain without my own 
consent >” 

“^Ay, by^he'blue vault of heaven will we,” said Bunce, “if 
it be pro bono public^ /” 

“ Bfcit hear me, at least,” said Cleveland—“ I do consent to 
take command of the vessel, since you wislfit, and because I see 
you will ill get out of the scrape without me.” * - 

“Why, then, I say, Cleveland fof ever, again I”, shouted 
Bunce. 

‘'iBe quiet, prithee, dear Bunce !—honest Altamont 1” said 
Cleveland.—“ I undertake the business on this condition; that, 
when I have got the ship cleared for her voyage, with provi¬ 
sions, and so forth, you will be content to festore Captain Goffe 
to the commancl, as I said before, and put me ashore somewhere 
to shift f^r myself—You will then be jraife it is impossible 
I can betray you, since I will remain with you to the last 
moment.” 

“ Ay, and after the last moment too, by the blue vault I or 
1 mistake the matter,” muttered Bunce to himself. 

The matter was now put to the vote j and so confident were 
the crew in Cleveland’s superior address and management, that 
the temporaiy deposition of Gofie found little resistance even 
among hta o^n partisans, who reasonably enough obeerted, 
“ He might at least h.’tve kept Sober to look after his own busi* 
ness—E'en let him pot it to rights again himself next morning, 
u ho will.” 
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But when the next morning came, the drunken part of the 
crew, being informed of the issue of the deliberations^ of the 
council, to which they were virtually hefd to have assented, 
showed such a superior sense of Cleveland’s merits, that Goife, 
sulky and malcontent as he was, judged it wisest for the pre¬ 
sent to suppress hil feelings of resentment untilsafer oppor¬ 
tunity for suffering them to explode, and to submit to the 
degradation which so frequently took place among a piratical 
crew. • 

Cleveland, on his part, resolved to take upon him, with spirit 
and without loss of time, the task of exfri eating his ship's 
company ffom their perilous situation. For this pur^se, he 
ordered the boat, with the purpose of going ashore m person, 
carrying with him twelve of Ibe stoutest and l>eat men of the 
ship's* company, all very handsomely ai)potrAed (for the success 
of their nefarious professioii had enabled the pirates to assume 
nearly as gay dresses as their officers), and, above all, eaxjh man 
being sufficiently armed with cutlass and piatol% and several 
hawng pole-axes and poniards ^ 

Cleveland himself was gallantly atUred m a blue cosit, lined 
with crunson silk, •and laced with gold very richly, crimson 
ilamask waistcoat and breeches, a velvet cap, richly embroi¬ 
dered, ^ white feather, white silk stockings, and red-heeled 
shoes, which werp the extremity of finery among the gallants 
of the day. He had a gold chain several times folded •ifmnd 
his neck, which sustained a whistle of the same Swtal, the 
ensign of his authority. Above all, ho wore a <ic'oration* 
liecuhar to thtwe faring depredators, who, juaides «nc, or 
})erhaps two, brace of pistols at their belt, had usually two 
additional brace,* o^ the finest mounting and wiykmanship, 
suspended over their shoulders in a sort of sling or scarf of 
(aimson ribbon. The hilt and mounting of the Captain's sword 
corresponded an value to the rest of his appointments, and Jiis 
natur^ good mien was so well adapted to the who|e equipment, 
that when he appeared on dock, ho was received witii a general 
shout by the crew, who, as m other popular socfisties, judged a 
groat deal by the eye. 

Cleveland took with him in the Ixiat, amongst others, his 
predecessor in office, Ooffe, whb was also very richly dressed, 
but who, not having the advantage of such an exterior as 
deveLaod's, looked like a lioorish clown in the dress of a 
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courtier, or rather like a vulgar-faced footpad decked in the 
spoils of some one whom he has murdered, and whose daim to 
the property of his garments is rendered doubtful in the eyes 
of all who look upon him, by the mixture of awkwardness, 
remorse, cruelty, and msolence, which clouds his countenance. 
Cleveland probably chose to take Goffe akhore with him, to 
prevent his having any opportunity, durmg his absence, to 
debauch the crew from their allegiance. In this guise they 
left the ship, and,* singing to their oars, while the water foamed 
higher.,at the chorus, soon reached the quay of Kirkwall. 

The command of the vessel was m the meantime intrusted to 
Bunce, upon whose allegiance pieveland knew thai he might 
perfectly depend, and, in a pnvate conversation with him of some 
length, he gave him directions h6w to act in such emergencies 
as might occiim * * • 

These arrangements being made^ and Bunce having been 
repeatedly charged to stand upon his guard alikef against the 
adh(h:eiits of,G(AFe and any attempt from the shore, the boat 
put off. As she approached the harbour, Cleveland displa^^ed 
a white flag, and could ^observe that their ‘appearance seemed 
to occasion a good deal of bustle and alamf. People were seen 
running to and fro, and some of them appeared to be gettii^ 
under arms. The batteiy was manned^hastily, and the^ English 
colours displayed. These were alarming symptoms, the rather 
that* Cleveland knew, that, though there were no artillerymen 
in Kirkwall, yet there were many sailors perfectly competent to 
the management of great guns, and willing enough to undertake 
such service in case of need * • 

Notmg these hostile preparations with a heedful eye, but 
sufiering nothing like doubt or anxiety to qpp^r on his counte¬ 
nance, Cleveland ran the boat nght for the quay, on which 
several people, armed with muskets, nfles, and fowluig-pieces, 
and others with half-pikes and whaling-knives, «rere now as- 
scanbled, as .if to oppose his landing. Apparently, however, 
they had not positively determined what measures tliey were to 
pursue; for, w*hen the boat reached the quay, those immediately 
opfkisite bore back, and suffered Cleveland and his party to leap 
ashore without hindrance. They immediately drew up on the 
quay, except two, whoyiQs their Ckptain had commanded, remained 
in Uie boat, which they put off to a little distance; a manceuvre 
which, while it placed the boat (the only cue belonging to the 
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sloop) out of danger of being seized, indicated a sort of careless 
confidence in Cleveland and his party, which was calculated to 
intimidate their opponents. • * 

The Kirkwallers, however, showed the old Northern blood, 
put a manly face upon the matter, and stood upon the quay, 
with their arms shouldered, directly opposite io the rovei-s, 
and blocking up against them the street which leads to the 
town. 

Cleveland was the first who spoke, as the ^parties stood thus 
looking upon each other.—How is this, gentlemen burghers V* 
he said; “ are you Orkney folks turned HigMandmen, that you 
aye all un^er arms so early thi§ mommg; or have you manned 
the quay to give me the honour of a salute, upon taSing the 
command of my ship?” 

Tift burghers looked on each other, and •one af them replied 
to Cleveland—“ We do aot know who you are, it was that 
other man,** pomtmg to Goffe, “ who used to come ashore as 
Captain.” • , 

That other gentleman is my mate, ajjid commands in my 
absence,” said Cleveland,—“ but what is that to the purpose 1 
I wish to speak with your Lord Mayor, or whatever you call 
^im.” 

“The Provost is sitling in council with the Magistrates,” 
answered the spokesman. 

“ So much the better,” replied Cleveland.—“ Where ck>*their 
Worships meetl” * 

“ In the Council-house,” answered the other. * 

“ Then make wly for us, gentlemen, if yoq please, for my 
people and I are^omg there.” 

There was a whisper among the townspeople; .but several 
were unresolved upon engaging in a desperate, and perhaps an 
ipnecessary confiict, with desperate men; and tiie more deter¬ 
mined citizens fojrmed the hasty reflection that the strangers 
might be more easily mastered m the house, or perhaps m the 
narrow streets which they had to traverse, than when they 
stood drawn np and prepared for battle upon tlie quay. They 
suffered them, therefore, to proceed unmolested, and tfieve- 
lahd, moving very slowly, keeping his people •close together, 
suffering no one to press upon the flanks of hi^ little detach 
ment, and making four men, who constituted his rear-guard, 
turn round and to the rear from time to time, rendered it, 
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by his caiitioB, a very dangerous task to make any attempt upon 
them. 

Id this manner they ascended the narrow street, and reached 
the Council-house, where the Magistrates were actually sitting, 
as the citizen hud informed Cleveland. Here the inhabitant 
began to pi ess forward, with the purpose o( mingling with the 
piiates, and availing themselves of tlie crowd in the narrow 
entrance, to stjcure as many as they could, without allowing 
them room for the free use of their weapons But this also 
had Clf^veland ioreseen, and, ere entering the council-room, he 
caused the entrance to be cleared and secm*ed, commanding 
four of his men to face down tjhe street, and as many to co^- 
fiont th‘e crowd who were thrusteng each other from above. 
The hiirgliers recoiled back froni the ferocious, swarthy, and 
sun burnt countmantcb, as well as the levelled arms, of‘these 
desperadoes, and Cleveland, with tha rest of hia party, entered 
the council-room, where the Magistrates were sitting in council, 
with'vcrj' htl^o i»t;tendHnce These gentlemen were thus sepa¬ 
rated effectually Irom^the citizens, who looked to them for orders, 
and wcfo perhaps more completely at the iner^y of Cleveland, 
than he, with his little handful of men, coifld be said to be at 
that of the multitude by vdiom they were surrounded. 

The Magistrates seemed seiieible of‘their danger; fpr they 
looked iifKui eaidi other m some confusion, whep Cleveland thus 
addressed them .— 

“ Good ‘morrow, gentlemen,—T hope there is no unkindnass 
fhefcwixt us I am come to talk with you about getting supplies 
foi my ship yonder in the roadstead—we baundt sail without 
them ” 

Your s^ip, sirT' said the Provost, who^wfiw a man of sense 
and spirit,—“ how do we know that you are her Captain 1” 
Look at me," said Cleveland, “ and you will, I think, scarce 
ask the question again.” ^ *• 

The Magistrate looked at him, and accordingly did not think 
proper to pursue that part of the inquiry, but proceeded to say 
—And if yoti are her Captain, whence comes slie, and where 
IS she bound foi 1 You look too much like a man-of-war’s man 
to be master oC a trader, and we know that you do not bdong 
to the Bntish^navy." • ' 

“ Thei-e are more men-of-wor on the sea than soil under the 
Bntish flag,” replied Cleveland; “but say that I were com* 
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inander of a frae-trader here, willing to exchange tobacco, 
brandy, gin, and such like, for cured fish and hides, why, I dc 
not think I deserve so very bad usage frooF the merchajfts of 
Kirkwall as to deny i5e provisions for my money 

“ Look you, Captain," said the Town-clerk, “ it is not tliat 
we are so very straif-laoed neither—for, when gsntlemen of 
your cloth come tins way, it is as weel, as I tauld the Provost, 
just to do as the collier did when he met the devil,—and that 
IS, to have naething to say to them, if they have naething to 
say to US,—and there is the gentleman," pointing to pofle 
“ that was Oaptam before you, and may be Captdin after you,” 
—(‘/The cuckold sjieaks truth jn that,” muttered Goflfe),— 
“ he knows well how handsomely wo entertained him, ^lU he 
and his men took upon them *to run through the town like 
hellicat Mevils—I see one of them there l-*-that was the very 
fellow that stopped my seriant wench on the street, as she 
oarried the laiftera home befiire me, and insulted her before my 
•face • 

•* if it please your noble Mayorship’s honour and glory," said 
Derrick, the fellow at whom the Town^ilerS pointed, “ was 
not I that brought-to the bit of a tender that earned the lantern 
imthe poop—it wap quite a different sort of person." 

“ Who ,wa8 it, then, sir ?" said the Provost. 

“ Why, please yqpr majesty’s worship," said Derrick, making 
several sea bows, and desenbing, as nearly as he couldthe 
exterior of the worthy Magistrate himself, “ he was aif elderly 
gentleman,—Dutch built, round in the stem, with a whit' wig 
and a red nose—* very like your majesty, I thinkthen, tuming 
to a comrade^ he added, “ Jack, don’t you thmk £hc fellow that 
wanted to kiss the pretty girl with the lantern t'other night, 
was very like his worship 1” 

“ByGl—, Tom Derrick," answered the party “appealed to, 
** t believe it n^tho very man 

" This is insolence which we can make you repent of, gentle¬ 
men 1” said the Magistrate, justly imtated at their eftrontery ; 
“ you have behaved in this town, as if you were In an Indian 
village at Madagascar. You yourself, Captain, if captain you 
be, Were at the head of another not, no longer since than 
yesterday. We will give you no* provision# till we know better 
whom we are supplying. And do not thmk to bully us; when 
I shake this Imdk^chief cut at the window, which is at my 
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elbow, your ship goes to the bottom. Remember she lies under 
the gpi8 of our battery.” 

“Ibid how m&ny of these guns aije honeycombed, Mr. 
Mayor 1” said Cleveland He put the question by chance; but 
instantly perceived, from a sort of confusion which the Provost 
in vain eudsavoured to hide, that the artillery of Kirkwall was 
not in the best order. “Come, come, Mr. Mayor,” he said, 
“ bullying will go down with us as little as with you. Your 
gims yonder wiH do more harm to the poor old sailors who are 
to wprk them^ than to our sloop, and if we bring a broadside 
to bear on the tbwn, why, your wives' crockery w^ be in some 
danger And then to talk to,us of seamen being a little frolic¬ 
some ashore, why, when are they otherwise? You have the 
Greenland whalers playing the *devil among you every now and 
then, and the fefy Dutchmen cut capers in the streets of 
Kirkwall, like porjioises before a gale of wind. I am told you 
are a man of sense, and I am sure you and I could settle this 
matter in t^ie Course of a five minutes’ palaver.” 

“Well, sir,” saK^ the Provost, “ I wdl h^ar what you h^e to 
8ay, if you will walk this way ” 

Cleveland accordingly followed him Into a small interior 
apartment, and, when there, addressed the Provost thus;—*• I 
will lay aside my pistols, sir, if you are afraid of thenu” 

“ D—your pistols !” answered the Prov»st, “ I have served 
the Kmg, and fear the smell of powder as little as you do 1 ” 

“ So much the better,” said Cleveland, “for you will hear me 
the more coolly.—Now, sir, let us be what perhaps you suspect 
us, or let us be anything else, what, in Ihe nlune of Heaven, 
can you get by keeping us here, but blows jmd bloodshed? for 
which, bejieve mo, we are much better provided than you can 
pretend to be. The point is a plain one—you are desirous to 
be nd of us—we are desirous to be gone. Let us have the 
means of departure, and we leave you mstautly.’^ 

“ Look yf, Captain,” said the Provost—“ I thirst for no man’s 
blood. You are a pretty fellow, as there were many among the 
bucauiers in iny time—^but there is no harm in wishing you a 
Setter trade. You should have the stores and welcome, for 
your money, so you would make these seas clear of you. But 
then here li^ the nsb. The *Halcyon frigate is etpected here 
in these parts immediately, when she hears of you she will be 
at you; for there is nothing the white lapelle loves better than 
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tt rover—^you are seldom without a cargo of dollars. Well, he 

comes down, gets you under his stem’*- 

“ Blows us into the air if you please,” 8ai<> Cleveland. 

“ Nay, that must be as ym please, Captain,” said the Provost; 
“ but then, *what is to come of the good town of Kirkwall, that 
has been packing and peeling with the Ring’s enomies % The 
burgh will be laid under a round fine, and it may be that the 
Provost may not come off so easily.” 

“Well, then,” said Cleveland, “I see where*your pinch lies. 
Now, suppose that I run round this island of yours, and get 
into the roadstead at Stromness ? We could get what we want 
put.on boar(f there, without Kirkjvall or the Provost seeming to 
have any hand m it, or, if it* should be ever questioned, your 
want of force and our superior strength will make a sufficient 
apology^’ * * ■ 

“ That may be,” said the Rrovost; “ but if I suffer you to leave 
your present station, and go elsewhere, I must have some security 
•that you will not do harm to the country.” • , * 

“ ^d we,” said Cleveland, “ must have syme security on our 
side, that you will not detain us, by dribbling out our tinje till 
the Halcyon is on the coast. Now, I am myself perfectly 
wtMing to continue on shore as a hostage, on the one side, 
provided ^ou will give me your word not to betray me, and 
send some magistrate, or person of consequence, aboard the sloop, 
where his safety will be a guarantee for mine.” • • 

The Provost shook his head, and intimated it ■^ould be 
difficult to find a person willing to place himself as hoslige in 
such a periloul condition; but said be would propose the 
arrangement to such of the council as were fit to be trusted 
with a matter of such.weight. 


CHAPTER THIRTY-FIFTH. * 

“ I left my poor plough to go ploughing the deep I 

HlBDDr. 

Week the Provost and Cleveland had retimed into the public 
cmmoil-room, the fonner retired a second time with* such of bis 
brethren as he thought proper to advise with ; and while they 
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were engaged in diacuBding Cleveland’s proposal, refroshmenta 
were offered to him and his people. These the Captain per* 
mitt^ his people to partake of, but with the greatest precaution 
against surprisal, one party relieving the ^uard whilst the others 
were at their food. • 

He hinisijlf, m the meanwhile, walked up and down the 
apartment, and conversed upon indifferent subjects with those 
fvresent, like a person quite at his ease. 

Amongst the 4 ie individuals he saw, somewhat to his surprise, 
Trip^leinus Yellowley, who, chancing to be at Kirkwall, had 
l>een 8uimnonfed*by the magistrates as representative, m a certain 
degree, of the Lord Chamberldn, to attend council’on this occa¬ 
sion. • Cleveland immediately renewed the acquaintance which 
he had formed with the agridulturist at Burgh Westra, and 
asked him hje prebent business m Orkney. * 

“ Just to look after some of nijp^ little plans, Captain Cleve¬ 
land I am weary of fighting with wild beasts at Ephesus 
yonder, and I •just cam ower to see how my orchard was thnv-* 
mg, whilk I had {planted four or five miles from Kirkwall, it 
may J^e a year by-gane,/aid how the bees v^ere thriving, whereof 
I had imported nme skeps, for the improvement of the country, 
and for the turning of the heather bloom into wax and honey^' 
“And they thrive, I hopel” said*Cleveland, who^ however 
little mterested in the matter, sustained the; conversation, as if 
to Jireak tlie chilly and embarrassed silence w^hich hung upon 
the comffany assembled. 

“ Thrive !” replied Triptolemiia j “ they thrive like everything 
else m this country, and that is the backifard way.” 

“ Want of care, I suppose 1” said Cleveland. 

“ The contrary, sir, quite and clean the^cohtrary,” replied the 
Factor ; ^ they died of ower muckle care, like Lucky Christie’s 
chickens,—I osked to see the skeps, and cunnmg and joyful did 
the fallow look who was to have taken care them—‘ Had 
there been onybody m charge but mysell/ he said, ‘ ye might 
have seen tfie skeps, or whatever you ca’ tliom; but there wad 
hae been as mony solan gesese as flees in them, il' it hadna been 
fbr my four quarters ; for I watched them so closely, that I saw 
them a’ creeping out at the little holes one sunny morning, and 
if 1 had not stopped leak oh the instant with a bit clay, the 
deil a bee, of flee, or whatever they are, would have been left 
in the skeps, as ye ca’ them ’’—Tn a word, sir. he had clagged 
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up the kiyeS) as if the puir things had had the pestilenoe^ and 
my bees vere as dead as if they had been smeaked—and so ends 
my hope, gMerandt ghna mdlu, as Virgiliua^hath it" ^ 
There is an end of your mead, then," replied Oleveland ; 
“but wha|i is your chance of cider 1—How does the orchard 
thrive 1" 

“ O, Oaptain I this same Solomon of the Orcadian Ophir—I 
am sure no man need to send hither to fetch either talents of 
gold or talents of sense !—I say, this wise man hod watered the 
young apple-trees, in his great tenderness, witli hot water, and 
they are perished, root and branch ! But whajj a^^ails gridvmg t 
—and I wii^ you would tell me instead what is all the din that 
th^ good fol^ are making about pirates 1 and what forjare all 
these ill-looking men, tliat are armed like so mony Highlandmen, 
assembled in the judgment chamber?—for J just come from 
the other side of the island, and I have heard nothing distinct 
about It.—And now I look aTi you yoursell, Oaptaiu, I think you 
have mair of these foolish pistolets about you than should 
suffice an honest man in quiet times " '* 

“And BO I thmk,*too," said the pacific Triton, old Haagen, 
who had been an unwilling follower of the daring Montrose, 
you had been m the Glen of Edderaohyllia, when we were 

sae sair worried by Sir Jchn Worry”- 

“You*have forgot the whole matter, neighbour Haagen,” 
said the Factor; “ Sir John Urry was on your side, and was 
ta’en with Montrose; by the same token, he lost his hgad 
“Did he?” said the Tnton.—“I believe you may be right; 
for be changed ^ides.mair thtm once, and wha kens wh-'k he 
died for ?—But always he was there, and so w>aa I;—a fight 
there was, and I never wish to see another !” 

The eutranoe of the Provost here interrupted then* desultory 
conversation.—“ We have determined," he said, “jOaptaiii, that 
ycwr ship shall go round to Stromness, or Scalpa-flow, to take 
in stores, in order that there may be no more quarrels between 
the Fair folks and your seamen. And as you wish to stay on 
shore to see the Fair, we intend to send a respectable gentleman 
on board your vessel to pilot her round the Mainland, as the 
uavigation is but ticklish." 

“ Spoken like a quiet and sensible magistrate, Mr.' Mayor," said 
devdiuid, and no otherwise than as I farted.*—And what 
gentleman is to honour oar quarter-deck during my absence % " 
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“We have fixed that, too, Captain Cleveland,” said the 
Provost; “ you may be sure we were each more desirous than 
another to go upqu so pleasant a voyage, and in such good 
company; but being Fair time, most of u^ have some afi&dis in 
hand—I myself, m respect of my office, cannot be well e^iared 
—the eldest Bailie’s wife is lying in—^the Treasurer does not 
agree with the sea—two Bailies have the gout—the other two 
are absent from town—and the other fifteen members of council 
ore all engaged on particular business.” 

“ All that I can tell you, Mr. Mayor,” said Cleveland, raising 

his voice, “is, th^t I expect”- 

“ A moment’s patience, if you please, Captaii*,” said the 
Provost, interrupting him—“ So that we have come to the 
resolution that our worthy Mr, I'riptolemus Yellowley, who is 
Factor to the Chamberlain of these islands, si all, in 

respect of his official situation, be preferred to the honour and 
pleasure of accompanying you ” 

‘tMel” said the astonished Triptolemus; “what the devil 
should I do going on your voyages?—my business is on,,dry 
land ’ ” 

“ Tne gentlemen want a pilot,” said th^ Provost, whispering 
to him, “ and there is no eviting to give them one.” ^ 

“Do they want to go bump on shore, then?” said the Factor 
— “how the devil should I pilot them, that never touched 
rudder m my life?” 

“^ush!—hush!—be silent!” said the Provost, “if the 
people of this town heard yo say such a word, your utility, and 
respect, and rank, and every thing else, is eleiwi gone!—No 
man is anything with us ishmd folks, unless he can hand, reef, 
and steer,—Besides, it is but a mere form ; -and we will send 
old Pate Sinclair to help you. You will have nothing to do 
but to eat, drink, and be merry all day.” 

“Eat and dnnk said the Factor, not able to comprehood 
exactly why this piece of duty was pressed upon him so hastily, 
and yet not very capable of resisting or extncating himself from 
the toils of the more knowing Provost—“Eat and drink?— 
that is all very well; but, to speak truth, the sea does not 
agree with me any more than with the Tre^urer; and I have 
always a better appetite for eating and drinking ashore.” 

“ Hush 1 hush ! h^h !” again said the Provost, in an under 
tone of earnest expostulation; “ would you acttudly ruin your 
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character out and out ?—A factor of the High Ohamberlaiu of 
tlie Ldes of Orkney and Zetland^ and not like the aea 1—^you 
might aa well say you are a Highlander,, and do not lik^ 
whisky 1” o 

“You must settle it somehow, gentlemen,’* said Captain 
Cleveland; “ it is time we were under weigh,—Mr. Tripto- 
lemus Yellowley, are we to be honoured with your company ?” 

“ I am sure, Captain Cleveland,” stammered the f’ootor, “ I 

would have no objection to go any where with you—only”- 

“ He has no objection,” said the Provost, catching at the 
iirst limb of the sentence, without awaiting the poBclusioii. ’ 

“ He has no objection,” cried the Treasurer. 

“ He has no objection,” siyg* out the whole four Pailies 
together, and the ^teen Councillors, all catchmg up the same 
phrase o5 assent, repeated it m chorus, mth ,the additions of— 
“good man”—“public spirited”—“honourable gentleman”— 
“ burgh eternally obliged”—“Vhere will you find such a worthy 
Factor'?” and so forth. » 

As|^onished and confused at the praises with whibh he was 
overwhelmed on all Udes, and in no shape auderstanding the 
nature of the transaction that was gomg forward, the astouhded 
an4,^ overwhelmed agriculturist became mcapable of resisting 
the part of the Kirkwall Ourtius thus insidiously forced upon 
him, and "S^as dehvered up by Captain Cleveland to his party, 
with the strictest injunctions to treat him with honour ^and 
attention. GolSe and his companions began now to l^ad him 
olf, amid the applauses of the whole meeting, after the manner 
in which the victim oi ancient days was garlanded and.grtx.ted 
by shouts when consigned to the priests for the purpose of 
being led to the altar, and knocked on the hear], a sacdfice for 
the common weal. It' was while they thus couducted, and m 
a manner forced him out of the council-chambar, that poor 
Tr^tolemus, m^ch alarmed at finding that Cleveland, in whom 
he had some confidence, was to remain behind the party, tned, 
when just going out at the door, the effect of one remon¬ 
strating belh)W—“ Nay, but Provost!—Captain !-r-Bailies!— 
Treasurer 1—Councillors 1—Captain Cleveland do«( not go 
aboard to protect me, it is nae bargam, and go I will not, unless 
1 fun trailed with cart-ropes !” 

His protest was, however, drowned in t^e unanimous chorui 
of the Magistrates and Councillors, returning him thanks for 
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his pubKo spirit—wishing him a good voyage—and praying to 
Heaven for his happy and speedy return. Stunned tmd orer- 
whehned, and thinking, if he had any distinct thoughts at aU, 
that remonstrance was vain, where friends* and strangers seemed 
alike determined to carry the point against him, Jriptolemus, 
without farther resistance, suffered himself to be conducted into 
the street, where the pirate’s boat’s crew, assembling around 
him, began to move slowly towards the quay, many of the 
town’s folk following out of curiosity, but without any attempt 
at interference or annoyance; for tlie pacific compromise which 
the dexterity of the first Magistrate had achieved, was unani¬ 
mously approved of as a much better settlement of the disputes 
betwixt them and the strangers, than might have been attained 
by the dubious issue of an appeal to arms. 

Meanwhije, as^they went slowly along, Triptolemus had time 
to study the appearance, countonjmce, and dress of those into 
wlioso hands he had been thus delivered, and began to imagine 
that he read ;ri their looks, not only the general expression of a 
desfierate 'character, but some sinister intentions directetl par¬ 
ticularly towards’himself. He was alarmed by the truculent 
looks of Goffe, in particular, who, holding his arm with a 
gnpe which resembled m delicacy of touch the (Kimpresaiqj) of 
a smith’s vice, oast on him from the outer comer of his eye 
oblique glances, like those which the eagle throws upon the 
prfiy winch she has clutched, ere yet she proceeds, as it is tech¬ 
nically tailed, to plume it. At length Yellowley’s fears got so far 
the better of his prudence, that he fairly asked his terrible con¬ 
ductor, m a sort of crying whisper, “ Are* you fgoing to murder 
me, Captain, In the face of the laws baith of God and man ?” 

“ Hold your peace, if you are wise,” 8aid*»Goff6, who had his 
own reasons for desiring to increase the panic of his captive ; 
“ we have not murdered a man these three months, and why 
should you put us m mind of it 1” 

“ You are but joking, I hope, good worthy Captain,” replied 
Triptolemuh. “ This is worse than witches, dwai^, dirking of 
whales, cowping of cobles, put oil together 1—this is an away- 
^^anging crop, with a vengeance 1—What good, in Heave’s 
name, would murdering me do to you 1” 

“ We mig'ht have^some pleasure m it, at least^^ isidd Ooffa-** 
** Look the^ fellowa in the face, and see if ymi see one among 
them tliat would not rather kill a man than let it alone <—^But 
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we will speak more of that when you have first had a taste of 
the bilbo^—unless^ mdeed, you eoxne down with a handsc^e 
round handful of Chili boards* for your raneoisu'* * 

“ As I shall liv^ by bread, Captaia," answered the Factor, 
“ that mwbegotten dwarf has oarried off the whole horofhl of 
silver!” * • 

“A cat-and-mne-taila will make you find it again,” said 
Goffe, gruffly; “ flogging and picklmg is an excellent recipe 
to bring a man’s wealth into his mind—twistmg a bow-string 
round his skull till the eyes start a httle, is a veiy good remem¬ 
brancer too!” ' • * 

‘‘ Oaptaift,” replied Yellowle}^ stoutly, “ I have no money— 
.seldom can improvers have.v-We turn pasture to till%e, and 
barley into aite, and heathef into greensward, and the poor 
ijarphiPy as the benighted creatures here <<*11 tijoir peat-bogs, 
into baittle grass-laud; byt we seldoui make anything of it 
that cmnes back to oiu aiu pouch —The carles and the cart-avers 
make it all, and the carles and the cart-avers eat i^^ all, andT the 
deil clink doun with it! ” 

“ Well, w'ell,” saTd Goffe, if you bg really a poor fe^Jow, iis 
you pretend, I’ll stand your friendthen, inclining his hcatl 
fs^as to rekch the ear of the Factor, who stood on tiptoe with 
anxiety, he said, “li yofl love your life, do nut enter the boat 
with us/' . 

“ But how am 1 to get away from you, while you hold ino 
so fast by the arm, that I could not get off if the wflole year’s 
crop of Scotland depeudocl on it T* 

“Hark ye, you gudgeon,” said Goffe, “just when you come 
to the water's edge, and when the fellows are jumping in and 
taking their oars,* slue yourself round suddenly to the larlsjard 
—I will let go your arm—and then cut and run for your life 
Triptolemus did as he was desired, Goffc’l willing hand 
relaxed the grasp as he had promised, the agriculturist trundled 
off like a football that has just received a strong impulse 
from the foot of one of the players, and, with celerity which 
surprised himself as well as all beholders, fled through the 
town of Kirkwall Nay, such was the mifictus of his retreat, 
that, as if the grasp of the pirate was still open tp [lounce upon 
him, he never stopped tdl he had travtjfsed the whole town, 
aoid attained the open countiy on the other side. They who 

* CSoianoiily called, by IcmdinneTi, BpaniMb doIlarN. 

VOL. xni. 2 r 



386 ^AVEHLKY N0VKI3. 

0 

had Been him that day—his hat and wig lost in the sudden 
efJiprt he had made to bolt forward, his cravat awry, and his 
waistcoat unbuttoned,—and who had an wportunity of com' 
paring his round spherical form and short legs with the por¬ 
tentous speed at which he scoured through the streSit, might 
well say, that if Fuiy ministers arms, Fear confers wings. His 
very njodo of ninning seemed to be that peculiar to his fleecy 
(•arc, for, like a ram in the midst of his race, he ever and anon 
cucouragod himsOlf by a great bouncing attempt at a leap, 
tlioiigh there were no obstacles in hi^ way. 

Theie wa.s no pursuit after the agncultunst, and though a 
imiskct or tw o were {ireseiite^, for the purpose o^ sending, a 
leaden niesscnger after him, yet Cofle, tunung peacemaker for 
(Hire in hiH life, so exaggerated the dangers that would attend a 
breach of the tniee Vith the people of Kirkwall, that fie pre¬ 
vailed ufMUi the boat’s crew to forbe&r any active hostilities, and 
to pull off for their vessel with all deHjiatch. 

ilie burglters; who regarded the escape of Triptolemns as a 
triumph on their sid^, gave the boat three cjieers, by way of an 
insiiltirg farow'ell, while the Magistrates, on the other hand, 
enter tinned great anxiety respecting the piobable consequences 
of this breach of articles between th^m and the pirates, and, 
could they have seized upon the fugitive very privately, instead 
of coniplinieiiting him with a civic feast in ho^mur of the agility 
whit’a he displayed, it is likely they might have delivered the 
runaway hostage once more into the hands of his foeraen. But 
it was impossible to set their face publicly to such an act of 
violence, and therefore they contented theinselvfe with closely 
watching Cleveland, whom they determined to^ make responsible 
for any aggression which might be attempted by the pirates. 
Cleveland, on his part, easily coiyectuTed that the motive which 
Goffe had for suffering his host^e to escape, was to leave him 
answ'erable for all consequences, aiid,_ relying more on the at¬ 
tachment and intelligence of his friend and adherent Frederick 
Altamont, alias Jack Bimce, than on anything else, expected 
the result wdlh considerable anxiety, since the Magistrates, 
tfiough they continued to treat him with civility, plainly inti¬ 
mated they would regulate his treatment by the behaviour of 
the crew, thopgh he longer commanded them. 

It was not, however, without some reason that ho reckoned 
on the devoted fldelity of Bunce { for no sooner did that trusty 
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adherent receive from Goflfo, and the boat’s crew, the news of 
the escape of Triptolemus, than he immediately conclude(| it 
had been favonred by the late Oaptaln, in erder tiiat, Clfcvelaud 
being either put tsi death or consigned to hopeless imprison¬ 
ment, Gqffe might be called upon to resume the command of 
the vessel. • , 

“ But the drunken old boatswain shall miss hia mark,” said 
Bunco to his confederate Fletcher; “ or else I am contented to 
quit the name of Altamont, and be called Jack Bunce, or Jack 
Ounce, if you like it better, to the end of the chapter.” 

Availing hiniaelf accordingly of a sort of nautical eloqueface, 
which his enemies termed slack-jaw, Bunce set before the crew, 
111 a most animated manner, tjie disgrace which they all ifistaineil 
by their Captain remaining, as ho was pleasoil to term it, m the 
bilboQS without any hostage to answer foi iim sf^fety j and sue 
Deeded so far, that, besideg exciting a good deal of discontent 
against Goffis, he brought the crew to the resolution of seizing 
the first vessel of a tolerable appearance, and (l^cli^ang that the 
slijp, crew, and cargo should be dealt with according to the usage 
which Clevehind should receive ou shoje. It was judge<^ at the 
same time proper tc^try the faith of the Orcadians, by removing 

§ |pm the roadstead of Kirkwall, and going round to tliat of 
tromness, where, micordlng to the treaty betwixt Provost Torie 
and Captain Cleveland, they were to victual their sloop. They 
resolved, in the meantime, to intrust the command of the^aesael 
to a council, consisting of Goffe, the boatswain, mul Bunce 
himself, until Cleveland should be in a situation to rcf ime his* 
command. • • 

These resolutions having been proposed and acceded to, they 
weighed anchor, and got their sloop under sail, without expo- 
'lencing any opposition or annoyance from the badery, which 
relieved them of one unixirtant apprehension mcidental to their 
situatkm. 
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OHiPTER THIETY-SIXTa 

Cltip on more sail, pursue up with your fighta, 

Give Are—she i* my prize, or ocean whelm them all 1 

Shaksfearb 

A VKRY handsome brig, which, with several other vessels, was 
the property of Mijignus Troil, the great Zetland Udaller, had re¬ 
ceived on board that Magnate himself, his two lovely daughters 
and the faceticms Claud Haloro, who, foi friendship’s sake chiefly, 
and the love of beauty proiier to his poetical calling, attended 
them on their journey from Zetlanil to the capital of Orkney, to 
which Noma had referred tliein, as the place where her mysti¬ 
cal oracles should at 'ength receive a satisfactory exiilanation. 

ITiey passed, at a distance, the tremendous clifis of the lonely 
8jM)t of earth called the Fair Isle, which at an equal distance 
from either archipelago, has in the sea which divides Orkney 
from Zetland, and at length, after some baffling winds, made' 
the Shpt of Sauda," Off the headland so named, they became 
involved in a strong current, well known by those who frequent 
these seas ns the Roost of the Start, which carried them con¬ 
siderably out of their course, and, joitfed to an adverse wiiiS, 
forced them to keep on the east side of the island of ritronsa, 
and flrally compelled tliem to he by for the nigh’t in Papa Sound, 
since the navigation in dark or thick weather, amongst so many 
low islands, is neither pleasant nor safe. 

On the ensuing morning they resumed their voyage under 
more favourablfe auspices, and coasting along the island of 
Stronsa, whose flat, verdant, and oomparathely fertile shores 
formed a s^ng contrast to the dtin hills ahd dark cliffs of their 
own islands, they doubled the cape called the Lamb Head, and 
stood away for l^kwall. ^ 

They had scarce opened the beautiful bay betwixt Pomona 
and ShapinsKa, and the sisters were admiring the massive churcl 
of Saint Magnus, as it was first seen to rise from amongst the 
iTTferioT buildmgs of Kirkwall, when the eyea of Magnus and of 
(IJlaud Halcro were attracted by an object which they thought 
more interesting. T^is was an armed sloop with her sails seti 
which had jdkt left tiie anchoni^e in the bay, and was runniiig 
before the wind by which the brig of the Udaller was beating in 
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** A tight thing that, by my ancestors' bones !” said the old 
Udaller, “ but I oaimot make out of what couutiy, as eh^ shows 
no colours. Spaniii^ built, 1 should think her.” 

Ay, ay,” said Claud Halcro, “ she has all the look of it. 
She runs* before the wind that we must battle with, which is 
the wonted way of the world As glorious John^ys— 

“ With, roomy deok, and guns of mighty strength, 

Whose low'loid mouths each motintain bJJow laves, 

Deep in her draught, and warlike in her length, 

She seems a seaiwasp flying on the wavo^ ” 

. Brenda could not help telliag Halcro, when he liadgSpouted 
* this stanza with great enthu^^sm, “ that though the description 
was more like a first-rate than a sloop, yet t^e simile of the sea- 
wasp served but indifferently for either.” * • 

“ A sesrwasp 1” said Mdgnus, looking ivith some surprise, as 
the sloop, afjiftmg her course, suddenly bore down on th^— 

“ Egad, I wish she may not aliow us proBentl/ that she has a 
Btihgl” . 

What the Udaller said in jest was •fulfilled in earnest; for, 
Without hoistmg odlours oi hailing, two shots were discharged 
ftom the sloop, one of -v^ich ran dipping and dancing upon the 
water, just ahead of the Zetlander’s bows, while the other went 
through his maiuaail 

Magnus caught up a speaking-trumpet, and hailed jbho Aoop, 
to demand w hat she was, and what was the meaning of this 
unprovoked aggression. He was only answered by tliu steni * 
command—“ Down* topsails instantly, and lay your mainsail to 
the mast—^you sljprll see who wo are presently ” 

There were no means within the roach of possibihly by which 
obedience could be evaded, where it would mstantly have been 
enforced by a broadside ; and, with much fear on the part of 
the sisters and Claud Halcro, mixed with anger and astonish¬ 
ment on that of the UdaUer, the brig iay-to to await the com¬ 
mands of the captors. 

The sloop immediately lowered a boat, with six armed hands, 
ooipinanded by Jack Bunce, which rowed directly for their psrize. 
As th^ approached her, Claud Halcro whispered^ the UdaUer 
—** If what we hear of bucaniers be tnief these men, wdth their 
silk Beair& and vests, have the veiy cut of them.” 

Hy daughters ! my daughters!” muttered Mj^piua to him 
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self, with such an agony a« only a father could feel—“ Go down 

below ^nd hide yourselves, girls, while I”- 

He threw down his speaking trumpet aivl seized on a hand 
Rjnke, while his daughters, more afraid of the cong 0 C|uence 8 ni 
Ins fiery temper to himself than of anything else, hung round 
him, and begged him to make no resistance. Claud Halero 
united his entreaties, adding, “ It were best pacify the fellows 
with fair words They might,” he said, “be Dunkirkers, or 
insolent man-of-wdr’s-men on a frolic.” 

“No, no,” answered Magnus, “ it ds the sloop which the 
yagger told us of. But I \dll take your advice—t will have 

patience for the.se girls’ sakes , 3 et”- 

He had no time to conclude the'sentence, for Bunce jumped' 
on board with his party, and drawing his cutlass, struck if:, upon 
the companion-ladder, and declared the ship was theirs. 

“ By what warrant or authority d6 you stop us pn the high 
Bcus?” said Magnus 

“ Here art half-a-dozen of warrants,” said Bunce, showing 
the ])iatols which were hiuig round him, ac(jording to a pirate 
faaliioif already mentioned , “ choose which you like, old gentle- 
imui, and you shall have the jierusal of it presently ” 

“ That IS to say, you intend to ixib us ?” said Magnus.—“ J?**! 
be it—we have no means to help it—only be civil to the'^women, 
and ^ko what you please from the vessel There is not much, 
but 1 will, and (»in make it worth more if you use us well.” 

“ Civil to the women said Fletcher, who had also come on 
board with the gang—“when were we else,.than,civil to themi 
ay, and kind to lx>ot ?—Look here, Jack Bunce ! what a tnm- 
going little thing here is 1—By G—, she shall make a cruise 
with us, coiiie of old Sqiiareto^ what will J” 

Ho seized uj,)Ou the terrified Brenda with one hand, and in¬ 
solently pulled back with the other the hood of the mantle in 
which she had muffled lierself. ■*' 

“ Help, father!—help, Minna !” exclaimed the affrighted girl; 
unconscious, at the moment, that they were unaWe to render her 
assistance. 

Magnus again upKfted the handspike, but Bunce stopped Ifls 
liand.—“ Ava^ fath^ !" he said, or you will make a bad 
voyage of it presently—And you, hletcher, let go the girl!” 

“ And d— n me ! why should I let her go ?” said Fletcher. 

“ Because I command you, Dick,” said the other, “ and becaaae 
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i'll make it a qumrel else.—And now let me know, beauties, is 
there one of you bears that queer heathen name of Mmna, for 
which 1 have a certain sort of regard f' • * 

“Gallant sir I” laid Halcro, “unquestionably it is because 
you have «ome poetry in your heart.” 

“ I have had enough of it in my mouth in my tipie,” answered 
Bunce; “ but that day is by, old gentleman—^liowever, I shall 
soon find out which of these girls is Miuna.—Throw back your 
mufflings from your faces, and don’t be afraid, ipy Lmdamiras, no 
one here shall meddle with you to do you wrong. On iny soul, 
two pretty wenches ’—I^wish I were at sea in an egg'shell, and 
a^rock undTer my lee-bow, if I would wish a better leaguer lass 
^ than the worst of them !—Hark you, my girls, which of you 
would like to swing m a rovftr's hammock ?—you should have 
gold Ibr tlie gathering !” • • ^ 

The temfied maidens chmg close together, and grew pale at 
the bold and familiar language of the desjierate libertine. 

“Nay, don’t be fnghtencd,” said he j “u<i o^e shall <serve 
under the noble Altamont but by her own free choice-—there la 
no pressing amongst gentlemen of fortune * And do not look so 
shy upon me neithar, as if I spoke of what you never thought 
•ttf before. One of you, at least, has heard of Captain Cleveland, 
the Royer.” * 

Brenda grew still paler, but the blood mounted at once in 
Minna’s cheeks, on hearing the name of her lover thiw^uuex- 
pectedy intruduced ; for the scene was m itself so oun founding, 
that the idea of the vessel’s bemg the consort of win* Oleve^ 
land had spoken at Burgh Westra, had occurred to no one save 
the Udaller. 

“ I see how it uj,” said JBunce, with a familiar nod, “ and 1 
wdll hold my course accordingly.—You need not T^e afraid of 
any iigury, father,” he added, addressing Magnus familiarly, 
“ and though I have made many a pretty girl pay tribute in 
my time, yet yours shall go ashore without either wrong or 
ransom.” 

“ If you will assure me of that,” said Magntis, “ you are as 
welcome to the brig and cargo, as ever 1 made man welcome to 
a'can of punch.” 

“ And it is no bad thing thdt same caji of punch,” S£dd Bimoe, 
“ if we had any one tliat could mix it well” 

“ T wuU do it,” siud Claud Halcro, “ with any man that ever 
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squeezed lemon—Eric Scambester, the punch-maker of Burgh 
Westra, being alone excepted ” 

“ you are withm a grapnel’e length of him, too,” eaid 
the Udaller. — *‘Go down below, my girltj,” he added, “and 
send up the rare old man, and the punch-bowl ” 

“ The piuic»h-bowl T’ said Fletcher; “ I say, the bucket, d—n 
me I—Talk of Iwwla in the cabin of a paltry merchantman, 
but not to gentlemen strollers—rovera, I woidd say,” correct¬ 
ing himself, as ho observed that Bunco looked sour at the 
mistake 

“ And I say, these two pretty girls" shall stay on deck, and 
fill my can,” said Bunce; “ I d^erve some attendance, at lea^t, 
for all ifiy genoimity ” , 

“And they shall fill mme, too,*" said Fletcher—“they shall 
fill it to the b^irn I will have a kiss for every drop thej 

spill—broil me if I won't!” , 

“ Wliy, then, I tell you, you shan’t 1” said Bunee, “for I’ll 
be d^-d if a^y one shall kiss Minna but one, and that’s neither 
you nor I, and her other little bit of a consort shall ’scape/or 
company;—there uie pl^ty of willmg wentihes in Orkney — 
And 80, now I tlimk on it, these girls shall igo down below, and 
bolt themselves into the cabin , and we shall have the punch uja 
here on deck, al fiaco^ as the old gentltfiuaii proposes.” 

“ Why, Jack, I wish you knew yom: qwn mma,” said 
Flete}ifc-r, “ I have l>con your messmate these two years, and I 
love you /and yet flay me like a wild bullock, if you have not 
e?is many humours as a monkey!—^And what shall we have 
to make a little fun of, since you have sent t^e girls down 
iHJlowr’ 

“ Why, we will have Master Punch-mt||kef here,” answered 
Bunce, “ to* give us toasts, and sing us songs.—And, in the 
meantime, you there, stand by sheets and tacks, and get h^ 
under weigh !—and you, steersman, as you would keep your 
brains in you^ skull, keep her under the stem*of the sloop.—If 
you attempt to play us any trick, I will scuttle your sconce as 
if it were an old calabash !” 

The vessel was accordin^y got under weigh, and moved slowly 
on in the wake of the sloop, which, as had been previoudly 
agreed upon, held her qpurse, not to return to the Bay of Kirk¬ 
wall, but fur an excellent roadstead called Ingmiess B^y, fesnned 
by a promontory which extends to the eastward two or three 
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mfles from the Orcadian metropolis, and where the vessels 
might conveniently lie at anchor, while the rovers maintained 
any communication with the Magistrates which the new Itate 
of things seemed to require. 

Meantime Claud Halcro had exerted his utmost talents m 
compounding a bucketful of punch for the use of 4he pirates, 
which they drank out of large cans; the ordinary seamen, as 
well as Bunco and Fletcher, who acted as officers, dipping them 
into the bucket with very little ceremony, as-they came and 
went upon their duty, ^agims, wlio was tiarticularly appre¬ 
hensive that ^liquor might awaken the brutal pjiasious of tlioso 
desperadoes, was yet so much ^tonished at the quantities 
n«hu;h he saw them dnnk, witiiout pro<lucing any visible effect 
upon their reason, that he could not help expressing his sur¬ 
prise to Bunce himself, who, wild as he wHfrlJ yet .appeared by 
far the most civil and conversable of his party, and whom he 
was, perhaps, desirous to conciliate, by a compliment of which 
•all lxx>n topers know the value • * * 

“Bones of Saint^Magnussaid the Uj^aller, “I used 
think I took off my can like a gentleman; but to sec you^ men 
swallow, Captain, oifb would think their stomacjhs were as 
bdfctomlcss as the hole of !l^aifell in Foula, which I have sounded 
myself with a line of a hundred fathoms. By my soul, tlio 
Bicker of Saint Magnus were but a bIj) to them 

“In our way of life, sir,” answered Bunce, “ there is no^Biiint 
till duty calls, or the puncheon is drunk out.” • 

“ By ray word, sir,” said Claud Halcro, “ I believe lli* ’•e is 
not one of your people but could drink out the nyckle bicker of 
Scajpa, which was ^ways offered to the bishop of Orkney brim¬ 
ful eff the best bummock that ever was brewed "* ^ 

“If drinking could make them bishops,” said Bunco, “I 
shpuld have a reverend crew of them ; but as theyliave no other 
dericid qualitids al^ifc them, I do not propose that they shall 
got dnmk to-day, so we will cut our drink with a song.” 

“ And ni sing it, by-!” said or swore Dick Fletcher, and 

instantly struck up the old ditty— 

. " It was a ship, and a ship of fame. 

Launch'd off the stocky bound for the malxa 
With m hundred and nfty brisk ysung men, 

AU pick'd and chosen every one. ” * 


* Liquor brewed for a C^ristma^ irewt 
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I would sooner be keel-hauled than hear that song over 
ftgain,’^ said Bunce, ‘‘ and confound your lantern jaws, you can 
squeSbze nothing etee out of them !" 

“ By-/’ said Fletcher, “ I will suig my song, whether 

you like it or no and agam he sung, with the doleful tone of 
a north-east-er whistling through sheets and shrouds— 

“ Captnm Glen was our captain's name ; 

A very gallant and brisk young man , 

'As bold a sailor as e’er went to sea. 

And we were bound for ^igb Barbary " 

• 

“ 1 tell you again,” said Bunce, “ we wiU have*none of your 
screcfliJ'Owl irmaic licre , and I'll be d—d if you shall sit h^e 
anti make that infernal noise !”* 

“ WJiy, tjien, 1% tell you what,*’ said Fletcher, gelling up, 
“ I’ll King when I walk alxiut, and I hope there is no harm in 
that, Jack Bunce ” And so, getting up from hnrsoat, he began 
tee walk up lyid down the sloop, croaking out his long and 
disastrous oallad • 

“ you see how \ uu|nage them,” said Bunce, with a smile of 
fielf-applauso—“ allow that fellow two strides on his own way 
and you make a mutineer of him for life. But I tie him stonjt 
up, and he follows me as kindly as h fowder’s spanicjj after he 
has got a gixHl boating.—And now your tijast and your song, 
sir^f’-'oddiessinlf Halcro, “or rather yoinr Bong without your 
toast. *1 have got a toast for myself. Here is success to all 
rovmg blades, and confusion to all honest men !” 

“ I should be sorry to drink that toast, if 1 could help it,” 
said Magnus 'I'roil. 

“ What! you reckon yourself one qf fllie honest folks, I 
warrant f’ said Bunce.—“ Tell me your trade, and I'll tell you 
wdiat I think of it As for the punch-maker here, 1 knew him 
at first glan<»e to be a tailor, who has, therefoie, no more pre- 
toiisious to be honest, than he has not to mangy. But you 
are some digh Dutch skipper, I warrant me, that tramjdes on 
the cross wlihn he in Japan, and denies his religion for a day’s 
gain.” 

“ No," replied the Udaller, I am a gentleman of Zetland.” 

“ Oh, what 1" retorted the iSitirical Mr. Bunco, “ you are come 
5rom the happy climate whm'e gin is a groat a bottle, and where 
there is daylight for everl” 
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“At your service, Captaiii,” said the Udaller, suppreesiug 
with much pain some disposition to resent these jests on his 
country, although uncj^er every risk, and at al^ disadvantage. 

“At my Bervice!" said Buik^c—“A y, if there was a ro{M» 
stretched fifem the wreck to the beach, you would be at niy 
service to cut the hawser, make floatsome and jetseme of ship 
and cargo, and well if you did not give me a rap on tlie head 
with the l>aok of the cutty axe, and you call yourself honest 1 
But never mind—here gties the aforesaid toast—and do you 
sing me a song, Mr. Fashi^^ner; and look it ho as good os your 
punch," , * 

Halcro, mtemally praying for the powers of a new Timotheus, 
er^turn his strain and chock hiA auditor’s ]>ride, iis glnrioiif John 
had it, j^gan a hoart-soothmg <fitty with the Jbllowmg lines *— 

*' Maideus fi^h as fairejut rivso, 

• liiatoQ to this lay of mine ” 


* “ I will hear nothmg of maidens or roses," 6R*d iiimco , it 

puts'rae in mind wljat sort of a mrgo wo yave got on board , 

and, by-, I will bo tme to niy moHsmate and my ca^ptaui 

as long as I can *—And now I thmk on’t, I'll have no more 
p^tl!ch either—^that last ^up mmle innovation, imd I am not 
to play Cassio to-night—and if I drink not, nobody (dso 
shall." 

So saying, he manfully kicked over the bucket, wlnclf, ^lot- 
withstanding the reiicated applications matie to it, Va > still 
half full, got up from his seat, shook himself a little to i.gilts, 
as he expressea it, cocked his hat, and, walkir;g the quarter¬ 
deck with an air,of dignity, gave, by word and signal, the 
orders for bringing the ships to anchor, wliich w^ readily 
obeyed by both, GofFe being then, in all probability, jiast any 
rational state of interference. 

The UdalldF, iu the meantime, condoled with Halcro on 
their situation. “ It is bad enough," said the tough old Norse¬ 
man ; ** for these are rank ri^es-—and yet, were it not for the 
girls, I should not fear them. That young vapouring fellow, 
whQ seems to command, is not such a born devil as he might 
have been." 

t 

“He has queer humours, though,” said*Halcroand I wish 
w© were loos© from him. To kick down a bucket half full of 
the best punch ever was made, and to cut me short in the 
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sweetest song I ever wrote,—I promise you, I do not know 
what he may do next—it is next door to madness/* 

Meanwhile, th€^ ships being brought to anchor, the valiant 
Lieutenant Bunce called upon Fletcher, and, resuming his seat 
by his imwilling passengers, he told them they shodld see what 
message ho» was about to send to the wittols of Kirkwall, as 
they were something concerned in it. “ It shall run in Dick’s 
name,” he said, “ as well as in mine. I love to give the poor 
young fellow a Lttle countenance now and then—don’t I, Dick, 
you d—d stupid aesi” *. 

‘‘ Wliy, yes, Jack Bunce," said Dick, “ I can’t say hut as you 
do—only you are always bollocking one about something or 
other,' too—but, howsomdever, d ye see ’’- 

“ Enough said—belay your jaw, Dick,’’ said Bunce, and pro¬ 
ceeded to write hirf epistle, which, being read aloud, proved to 
])C of the following tenor •—“ For the Mayor and AJdennen of 
Kiikwall—Gentlemen, As, contrary to your goo(l faith given, 
you have not aent us on board a hosta^ for the safety of our 
Captain remaining, on shore at your request, these come to teD 
yem, r e are not thus to be trifled with. We have already in 
our possession a brig with a family of distinction, its owners 
and passengers, and as you deal with our Captain, so wilF^e 
deal with tliem in every respect. And as this is the first, so 
asssuro yourselves it shall not be the last damage which we will 
do vo your town and trade, if you do not send on board our 
Captain and supply us with stores according to treaty. 

“ Given on board the brig Mergoose of Burgh Westra, lying 
in Inganeas Bay Witness our hands, commanders of the 
Fortune’s Favourite, and gentlemen odventUTers." 

He ther subscribed himself Frederick Altamont, and handed 
tlie letter to Fletcher, who read tlie said subscriptbn with much 
dithculty; and admiring the sound of it very much, swore he 
would have a new name himself, and the rc.thef* that Fletcher 
was the moot crabbed word to spell and conster, he believed, 
in the whole dictionary. He subscribed himself accordingly, 
Timothy Tugmutton. 

♦ “ Will you not odd a few hues to the coxcombs 1’’ said Bunce. 
addressing Magnus. 

“ Not I," .'^tumed^the Udaller, stubborn in his ideas uf right 
and wrong, even in «o formidable an emergency. ** *1116 Magie- 
trates of Kirkwall know their duty, and were I they”—— 
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here the reoollectioii that hie daughters wore at the mercy of 
these niffiaos, blanked the bold visage of Magnus Troll, and 
checked tiie defiance which was just about^to issue firom Ms 
lips. • 

** D—n oie,” said Bunco, who easily cojyeotured what was 
passing in‘^e mind of his prisoner —** that pause would have 
told well on the stage—it would have brought down pit, bor, 
and galleiy, egad, as Bayes has if' 

I will hear nothing of Bayea,” said Olaud Halcro (liimsclf 
a little elevated) j “it is an impudent satire on*glorious John ; 
but he Uekled Buckinghan^ off for it. « 

• * In the first rank of these did Zlrarl stand ; 

• ^ A man so vanoiui’ ”«- • 

• 

“ HoW your peace said Buuce, drownijig the voice of tfie 
ailmirer of Bryden in louder and more vehement •asseveration 
“the Rehearsal is the be8t*faroe ever was written—and I’ll 
uiako him kiss the gunner’s daughter that denies it. D—n gie, 
I the best Prince Prettynian ever walked th^ boards— 

* SometimeH a Ikher's son, sonietitnes a pruice' ^ 

B\j| let us to business.—Hark ye, old gentleman ” (to Magnus), 
“ you have a sort of sulkiness about you, for wMch some of my 
profession* would cut your ears out of your head, aud broil them 
for your dinner with red pepper. I have known Goffe do^so to 
a poor devil, for looking sour and dangerous when h^ baw*his 
sloop go to Davy Jones’s looker with his only son on *K>ard. 
But I’m a spirit of another sort, and if you or the ladn h are 
ill used, it shall be the Kirkwall fieople’s fault, land not mine, 
and that's fair; atid so you had better let them know your 
condirion and your c^cumstances, and so forth,—and that's 
fair too.” • 

'‘Magnus, thu^ exhorted, took up the pen, and attempted to 
write; but his high spirit so struggled with his paternal 
anxiety, that his lumd refiised its office. “ I caniftd help it,” 
he said, after one or two illegible attempts to writs—“ I cannot 
form a letter, if aU our lives depended upon it ” 

And he could not, with his utmost efforts, so suppress the 
conviilsire emotions which he> expenenoed, bift that they 
a^tated his whole frame. The willow Vhich l^nds to the 
tempest, often escapes better than the oak which resists it; and 
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BO, iu great (^lauiiticB, it Bumotlmes happens, that light asd 
frivolous spirits recover their elasticity and preseaice of mind 
sooner tlian those^ of a loftier charact^. In the present case 
Claud Haloro was fortunately able to psdbrm the task which 
the deeper feelings of his friend and ijatron refused. He took 
the pen, and, lu as few words as possible, explained the situa¬ 
tion in whudi they were placed, and the cruel risks to which 
they were exposed, insinuating at the same time, as delicately 
as he could exfiress it, that, to the magistrates of the country, 
tiie life and honour of its citizens should be a dearer object than 
even the apprehfusion or punishment* of the guilty ; taking care, 
however, to qualdy the last expression os much sa jiossible, for 
fear (V‘ giving umbrage to the‘pirates, * 

Bunco read over tlie letter, which fortunately met his appro¬ 
bation ; and on sqe^g the name of Claud Halrro at the*bottom, 
lie exclaimed, in great surprise, and with more energetic expu^s- 
Kious of assevomtion than we choose to record—Why, you are 
the little fellow that played the fiddle to old Manager Gadaliout’s 
<;ompany, lA. Jrfogs I'lorton, the first season I came out therf ! 1 

thought I knew yoir catchword of gloriou® John." 

At'' Hijother tune this recognition mig|j^t not have been very 
gi ateful to Halcro'a minstrel pride, but as matters stood wvth 
lurn, the discovery of a golden mine* could not have made him 
more happy He instantly remembered the verj’ hop6ful young 
jierformer who came out in Don SebastuCn, and judiciously 
mldetl, tjint the muse of glonoiis John had never rei*eived such 
excellent support dunng the time that he was first (he might 
have added, and only) violm to Mr. GadalKiut’a company, 

“ Why, yes,*" siud Bunc'e, “ I believe you are right—I think 
I might have Bhaken the scene as well as Booth or Betterton 
cither. But I was destined to figure on dthor boanis" (striking 
his foot ujKin the deck), “ and I believe I must stick by them, 
till I find no IxMutl at all to support me , But now, old 
accpiamtance, I will do somothmg for you «—aIuc yourself this 
way a bit—would have you solus." They leaned over the 
taffrail, while Bunce whispered with more seriousness than he 
usually showed, “ I am sorry for this honest old hetut of Nor¬ 
way pine—blight me if I am not—and fiwr the daughters; too 
—besides T Have my own realms for befriending one of th^. 
[ can be a wild fello# with a willing lass of the game; bat tc 
such decent and innocent creatiirwi—«i—n me, I am l^pio at 
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Nnmantia, and Alexander in the tent of Darine. You rcinein 
her how I touch off Alexander?" (here he etarted into heroics); 

• • 

** ‘ Tims from th% grave I rise to save wy love ; 

All draw your swords, witli wings of lightning move 
When I rush on, sure none will dare to stay— 

"Tis beauty calls, and glory shows the way.’ ’’ « 

C'Haud HaJcro failed not to bestow the necessary caramenda- 
iious on his declamation, declaring that, in liis opinion as an 
honest man, he hmi always tliought Mr. Altamont’s giving that 
sjieech far superior m touedind energy to Betterton. 

Bunce, or•Altaniout, wrung his liand tenderly. “Ah, you 
flatfihr me, my d«ir friend," he Said, “ yet, why had the 
piublic some of your judgment !♦—I should not then have been 
at this ifMiss. Heaven knows, my dear M^.^Halcro—Heaven 
knows with what pleasure I could keep you on Isidrd with me, 
just tliat I might have one 1'riend who loves as much to hear, 
m I do to re<‘ite, the choic^t pieces of our fjiiest drainajtic 
authors. The umst of us are beasts—and, for thfi Kirkwall 
lu'st^e yonder, he uses me, egad, as I uso^Fletclier, I think, 
and huffs me the m^re, the more I do for him. But* how 
dt^htful would It be in a tropic night, when the ship was 
hangmg on the brt^ezo, with a broad and steady sail, for rne to 
rehearse Alexander, wuth you for my pit, box, and gallery 1 
Nay (for you are a‘ follower of the muses, as I remeni}M‘.r)„ W'ho 
knows but you and I might be the means of in8pii;jng, Tike 
Orpheus and Euiydioe, a pure t^iste into our companu>n^, and 
softening their laamug^, while we excited their better foelii 
This was spiken with so much unction, that •Claud U.tlcro 
began to be afrawJ he hal both mmle the actual iiiuidi over 
potent, and mixed too* maiiy bewut<diing mgrcilients hi the cup 
of flattery which he had admimsterol, and tln^t, under the 
influence of boj:h potions, the sentimental pirate miglit detain 
him I 17 flirce, merely to realise the scenes wliich hi« imaginaticm 
presented* The conjuncture was, however, too dclw^ite arlmit 
of any active effort on Halcro's part to rwlecm.his blumler, 
and therefore he only returned the tender pressure of his friend’s 
hand, and uttered the interjection alas m as pathetic a tone 
as he could. « 

Bonce itninediateiy resumed: “ You are right,* my friend, 
these are bat vm ririona of felicity, and it remains but for the 
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unhappy Altaiuout to serve the inend to whom he is now to 
bid f^ewell. I have determmed to put you and the two girls 
ashoie, with Fletcher for your protection; and so call up the 
young women, and let them be gone before the devil get aboard 
of me, or of some one else. You will carry my letter to the 
magistrates and second it with your own eloquence, and assure 
them, that if they hurt but one hair of Cleveland's head, there 
will be the devil to paf, and no pitch hot." 

Reheved at }\eart by this unex|)ected termination of Bimce’s 
harangue, Halcro descended the companion-'ladder two steps at 
a time, and knocking at the cahih door, could scarce find 
intelligible language enough to say his errand. "The sisters, 
hearing with unexpected joy that they were to be set ashore^ 
imifflcd themselves in their cloaks, and, when they learned that 
the Iwat was hooted out, came hastily on deck, where they 
were apprised, for the first time, to their great horror, that 
their fatlier was still to remain on l)oard of the ph^te. 

We will remain with him at every risk,” said Minna—we 
may be of some assistance to him. were it liut for an instant— 
we will live and (li>i with him !" * 

“ We sliall aid him more surely," said Brenda, who compr©. 
liendetl the nature of their situation lietter than Mmna, “by 
int<;roHtiiig the fieople of Kirkwall to grant these gentlemen's 
demands." 

‘^S[>oken like on angel of sense and lieauty," said Bonce, 
“ and nsw away with you, for, d—n me, if this is not like 
having a lighted linstock in the po^%(ier'^oom—if you si>eak 
another word more, (^nfoinid me if I kn^w ho'w I sliall bring 
myself to part with 

“ Gk), in God's name, my daughters," saftl Magnus, “ I am 
in Gixls hand; and when you are gone 1 shall care little for 
myself—and I shall think and say, os long as I live, that tliis 
giKul gentleman deserves a better trade.—Go—^o-—away with 
you —for they yet lingered in unwillingness to leave him. 

“ Stay not to kiss," said Bun<«, “ for fear I be tempted to 
ask my share. Into the lioat with you—yet stop an instant." 
lie drew the three cajitives apart—“ Fletcher," said he, “ will 
Itnswer for the rest of the fellows, and will see you safe off the 
sea-beach. But how- to answot for Fletcher, I know not, except 
by trusting Mr. Halm with this little guarantee." 

Be offered the mms|rel a fonall douMe-barrelled justol, which, 
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be said, was loaded with a brace of balls. Minna obeervo<l 
Haloro’s hand tremble as he stretched it out to take the wouixxi 
“ Give it to me, sir,” she said, taking it from the outlaw*; “ and 
trust to me for def^iding my sister and myself.'* 

“ Bravo, bravo! *’ shouted Bunoe. “ There spoke a wench 
worthy of Cleveland, the King of Rovers !*’ , 

‘‘Cleveland!’' repeated Minna, “do you then know that 
Cleveland, whom you have twice namdd V* 

“ Know him I Is there a man alive,” lifiui Bunce, “ that 
knows better than I do the best and stout<ist fellow' ever stcpjKMl 
betwixt stem and stent^ When he is out -of the billxM*i<, as 
please Hcrfren be shall soon bj, I reckon to see you come on 
^ board of us, and reign the queen ol' eveiy sea we sail*over.— 
'Vou have got tlie little guartiiau, I suppose yem know how to 
use itl! If Fletcher liehavcs ill to you, ysif need only draw up 
this piece of iron w'lth yoqr thumb, so—and if he jiersists, it is 
but crooking your pretty forefinger thus, and I shall lose tlio 
most dutiful messmate that ever man had—Vioi^h, d—n the 
dqg, he will deserve his denth if he disobeys my orders. And 
now, into tlie Iniat—but stay, one kis^ for*Cleveland’s s^ke ” 
Brenda, in dearlly terror, endured his courtesy, but Mmna, 
44eppmg back with disdam, offered her hand. Bunco laughed, 
])ut ki^ed, with a theHtniyU air, the fair hand which she ex¬ 
tended as a ransom for her lijis, and at length the sisters and 
HoJcto were placed m the boat, wdiicli rowed off under FieU^her’s 
command. • 

Bunco sUxkI on the quarter-deck, soliloquising af^er the, 
manner of hi8 original profession. “ Were this tohl au Port- 
Royal now, or at the isle of Providence, or in tlie Petits Guaves, 

1 wonder what \hqy would say of me 1 Why, that 1 was a 
goodnatured milksop—Jack-a-lent—an ass.—Well, let them. 

I have done enough of bad to think alwut it, it is worth while 
doing one good action, if it were but for the ranty of the thing, 
and to put one in good humour with one’s-self.” ^ Then turning 

to Magnus Trod, he proceeded—“ By-these are bonarobas, 

these daughters of yours. The eldest woxdd rahke her fortune 
on the London boards. Wbat a dashing attitude the wench 
hdd witb her, as she seised the pistol!—d—n ,me, tliat touch 
would have bremght the hou;^ down, «What a RoxaJana the 
jade would have made !” (for, m his orator/, Bunoe, like 
Hancho's gossip, Thomas Ccdal, was apt to use the most ener- 
TOL. xiii. 2 n • 
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^etic word which came to hand, without accurately oonBideriug 
its propriety). “ I would give my ahaxe of the next prise to 
hear hto spout— 

. ‘ Away, begone, and give a Whirlwi6d room. 

Or I will blow you up Uke dost.—Avaunt f 
MadneM but xaeoniy represents lay rage.’ 

And th(*n, again, that Uttl^ soft, shy, tearfiil trembler, for 
Statira, to hear her recite— 

‘ He speakn the kindest words, and looks such things. 

Vows Witt such pjihsion, swears Whb. so much graca^ 

That ’tis a kind of heaven to be deluded by luou’ . 

What if play we might liave run up’ — I Was a beast not tgL- 
think of it iKjfore I sent them olf—I to be Alexander—Gland 
Hal (TO Ly8im%chu^''-this old gentleman might have nfade a 
C’lytus, for a pinch. I was an idiot mot to think of it!" 

There was much in this effusion which might ha'te displeased 
the ‘CTdaller bnt, to siwak tnith, he x>Aid no attention to it. 
Hi 8 eye, and fimilly^ his spy-glass, was employed m watch&ng 
the return of his daugliters to the shore He saw them land 
on the l)oach, and, accoiniianied by Halcro and another man 
(Flebdier, doubtless), he saw them ascend the acclivity and 
[Tocecd upon the roarl to Kirkwall, and he could even distin¬ 
guish that Minna, as if con-nidering herself a** the guardian of 
the patty, w'alkud a little al(X>f from the rest, on the watch, as 
it Hficmcd, 'against surprise, and ready to act as occasion should 
require. At length, as the Udaller was just about to lose sight 
of them, ho hnd the exquisite satisfaction td eee the party halt, 
and the pirate leave them, after a space just long enough for a 
civil farewell, and proceed slowly back on Kis return to the 
Ixmch. Blessing the Great Being wlio had thus relieved him 
fiom the most agonising fears whiah a father can feel, the 
worthy Udaller, that instant, stood resigned to his own 
fate, 'whatever that murht be 
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OHAFTER THIRTY-SEVBNTH. 

• 

OvBr the mounUdne and under the vave%, 

• Oyer the fountains and under the gram« 

Over flood* that are deepest} 

Which Neptune obey, 

Over rooks timt are steepest. 

Love urill And out the way. 

Oho SONU. 

The parting of Fletdier from Claud Halcit) and the aigterb 
of Burgh Weatra on the spot .where it took place was partly 
^ occaaioned by a small jiarty of armed men being acSin at a 
distance m the act of aclvanclng from Kirkwall, an ap]nurition 
hiddefi from the Udaller’s apy-glaas by th^ffwell i)f the grouncL 
but quite visible to the pimt^ a^hom it determined to consult 
hia own safety by a spe^y return to his boat. He was just 
turning away, when Mmna oticaaioned the ahert^delay \^iich 
)ie» father had observed 

** Stop," she said , “ I command you!—1*611 your leader from 
ino that whatever the answer may bo from Kirkwall, he shall 
•any his vessel, neverthel«8s, inimd to Stromncss; and being 
anchored there, Jet him send a boat ashore for Captain Clevo- 
land when he ehi^l see a smoko on the Bridge of Broisgar." 

Fletcher had thought, like his messmate Bimce, of a3k4ng a 
kiss, at least, lor the trouble of escorting these b^tutol young 
women, and, perhaps, neither the terror of the apjm> ching • 
Kirkwall men lior Of Minna's weapon might have preventer] bis 
bemg insolent. But the name of his Captain, and still more, 
the unappalled, dignified, and commauding manner of Minna 
TxpU overawed him. He made a sea bow—promjsed to keep a 
sharp look-out, and, returning to bis boat, went on board with 
his message. • 

As Halcro and fhe sisters advanced towards the party whom 
they saw on the Kirkwall road, and who, on their part, bad 
halted as if to observe them, Brenda, relieved from the feats of 
Fletcher’s presence, which had hitherto kept her silent, exclaimed, 
Merciful Heaven 1—Minna, in what hands have we left our 
dear fither 1” * • 

“ In the hands of brave men,** fiaid Minna steadily —** I fear 
uul for him." 
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“Afl brave as you please,” isaid Claud Halcro, “but veiy 
dangerous rogues for all that —I know that fellow Altamont, 
as he iStUs himself, though that is not his right name neither, 
as deboshed a dog as ever made a bam ring with blood and 
blank verse He began with Barnwell, and everybody thought 
he would end with the gallows, like the last scene in Venioe 
Preserved." 

“ It matters not," said Minna—“ the wilder the waves, the 
more powerful is the voice tliat rules them. The name alone of 
Cleveland ruled the mood of the fiero««t amongst them." 

“ 1 am sorry flir Cleveland," said Brenda, “ if such are his 
compainouB; hut I care little,for him m comparison to my 
father.'^ * ^ 

“ itesorve your compassion for those who need it,” said Minna, 
“ and fear nothing Jot* our father.—God knows, every silver hair 
on his head is to me worth the treasure of an unsunned mine , 
but 1 know that ho is safe while in yonder vessel; and I know 
thai he will, Vie'soon safe on shore " 

“ I w’oulil I could see it," said Claud Halcro; “ but I lear 
the Kirkwall jicople, suiipoamg Cleveland to be sucli as 1 dreail, 
will nut dare to exchange him against thedJdaller The Scots 
have very severe laws against theft-l>oot, as they call it." 

“But who are those on the road Wore us?" said Brenda, 
“and why do they halt there so jealously ?” ^ 

“ They are a patrol of the inilitm," Answered Halcro. “ Glo¬ 
rious Jolih touche* them off a little sharjily—but then John was 
a JacoVnte— 

® * 

• MoutHs without hAud.*?, raaintaiuM at vast exjwirac, 

In jH^aoc a charge, in war a weak defence,* 

once a mouth, they march, a blustering band, 

And ever, hat in tune of ncied, at hand.’ 

I fam'y they halted just now, taking us, as they^saw us on the 
brow of the ,hill, for a party of the sloop’s ihcB, and, now they 
can distinguish that you wear petticoats, they are moving on 
again " 

♦They came on accordingly, and proved to be, as Claud Halcro 
had suggeetetl, a patrol sent out to watch the moticms of the 
(iirates, and to prevent their attempting descents to damage the 
iMuitry. 

They heartily congTatulAted Claud Halcro, who was well 
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known to mom than one of them, upon hia escHi^e from captivity ; 
and the commander of the party, while oifering every amistanoe 
to the ladiee, could not help condoling witbthem on the turoum- 
stances in which thhir father stood, hinting, though in a delicate 
and doubtful manner, the diMoulties which might be in the way 
of hia liberation, • 

When they arrived at Kirkwall, and obtaincKi an audience of 
the Provost and one or two of the Magistrate, these dilficultics 
were more plainly insisted upon,—“ The Halcyon fngato is upon 
the coast," said the Prijyoat; “ she was seen off I)iincansbay 
Head , and though I have the doepeat resyjoct for Mr. Troil of 
Burgh W^tm, yet I shall be aq^wcrable to law if I release from 
j^risou the captain of this auspicious vtisael, on accourft of the 
safety of any individual who *may be unhappily endangered by 
his detention. This man is now known»^ be .the lieart and 
soul of these bucariiers, and am I at lilierty to send him abroiul 
Idiat he may^plundcr the ctnmtry, or perhajw go fight the King’s 
shipl—for he has impudence enough for ajiythiiig,^* * 
d‘ (Courage cnouj^h for anything, you mean, Mr I’rovost," said 
Minna, luiable to restrain her displeasure. • 

“ Why, you may»<»lJ it as you please, Miss Trod," said tlie 
•iortby magistrate, “ but in my opinion, that sort of courage 
which ;^roposcs to fight*8ingly against two, is little bettor than 
a kind of practical mipudeiu^e." 

“ But our father 1" said Brenda, in a tone of the mo,«<t "bui'iiCKt 
entreaty—“ our fatlier—the friend, I may say the fattier of hw 
coimtry—to whom so many look for kindness, and so m. uy for ♦ 
ac^tual support*--wht»se loss would be the extinction of a beacon 
in a storm — will you indetwi weigh the risk which ho runs 
against such a tnlKing thing as letting an unfortunate man from 
prison to seek his unhappy fate elsewhere 
“ Miss Brenda is right," said Claud Halcro, “ 1 am for 
Idt^bo for l#t-a-lie, os the boys say; anrl never fash about 
a warrant of hberation, IVovost, but just take a fixil’s coimsel, 
and let the goodmaii of the jail forget to draw his Iwlt pn the 
wicket, or leave a chink of a window open, or th'e like, and we 
shall be rid of the rover, and have the one liest honest fellow 
in Orkney or Ketland on the lee-side of a bowl of-punch with iw 
in five hours.^* * • . 

The Provost replied in nearly the same terms as before, that 
he had the highest respect for Mr, Magnus Troil of Burgh 
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Weetra, but that be could not eoffer his conaideration fbr any 
iudiridoal, however respectable, to interfere with the diaehai|;« 
of hia duty. 

Minna then addressed her sister in a tode of calm and sar¬ 
castic displeasure.—You forget,” she said, “ Brenda,'that you 
are talking of the safety of a poor inaignificant Udaller of Zet¬ 
land, to no leas a person than the Chief Magistrate of the 
metropolis of Orkney—can you expect so great a person t#> 
condescend to suoh a trifling subject of consideration 1 It will 
1)0 time enough for the Provost to thipk of oou>plying with the 
terms sent to him—for comply with them at length he both 
must and will—when the Church of Saint Magnus is‘ beat don^ 
al)Out hts ears.” • ^ 

“ You may be angry with me,* my pretty young lady,” said 
the good-humoiured’ Provost Torfe, “ but I cannot be offended 
with you. The Church of Saint Magnus has stood many a 
day, and, I think, will outlive both you mid me,' much more 
yoiidbr iwick ,of unhanged dogs. And besides that your father 
IS half an Orkneyinan, and has both estate and friends among 
us, 1 would, I give you ,my word, do as much for a Zetlandcr 
in distress as 1 would fc»r any one, exceptmg one of our own 
native Kirkwallers, who are doubtless to be preferred. And if 
you will take up your lodginp here with my wife and, myself, 
we will endeavour to show you,” contiiiued lv9, that you are 
as welcome lu Kirkwall, as ever you could be m Lerwick or 
Scalloway,* 

' Minna deigned no reply to this good-humoured invitation, hut 
Brenda declined, it in civil terms, pleading thh nec^asity of taking 
up their abode with a wealthy widow of Kirkwall, a relation, 
who already expected them. 

Halcro made another attempt to move the Provost, but 
found him inexorable.—‘*The Collector of the Customs had 
already threatened,” he said, “ to inform agai:|^st him for entetr- 
mg into treaty, or, as he called it, {laiddng and peeling with 
those strangers, even when it seemed the only means pre¬ 
venting a blo^y affiuy m the townj and, should he now 
fcn|go tiie advantage afforded by the imprisonment of Cleve¬ 
land and the escape of the Pactor, he might incur something 
worse than censure.” *Thc burden of the whole wa% ** that hO 
was Sony for the Udaller, be was soiry even for the lad Cleve¬ 
land, who had some spar^ of hemoaT abont him; but his duty 
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was iinperioas^ and must be obeyed." The Provost thmi pre¬ 
cluded fiirther aiguineut, by observing, that another affair froiri 
Zetland called for his immediate atteatmn. A geiftleuiau 
named Martoun, itdding at Yarlshof, had made oouiplamt 
against Saailsfoot the Yagger, for having assisted a domestic of 
bis in embezzling some valuable artiuloa which (had been de¬ 
posited in hu custody, and he was about to take examination 
on the subject, and cause them to be restored to Mr. Mert<Hm, 
who was accountable for them to the riglit ovmer. 

In all this mfiaiuati^, there was nothing winch ikMimed 
interesting to the Bisters excepting the word Mertoun, which 
went like if dagger to the hear^of Minna, when slie recolloetwi 
^ the circumstances under which Mordaunt Mertoim flail dis¬ 
appeared, and which, with aii*oinotion less ]iaiuful, though still 
oi a %ielaDchoJy nature, calleii » hunt •fflush, into Bnmda’s 
cheek, and a slight degrea of moisture into her eye. But it 
was soon evident that the Magistrate sjxiko not of Mordauiit, but 
. of Kis father , and the daughters of Magnus, little^inti'rtistfkl in 
hi* detail, bnik leave of the Provost to go to their owm lodgings 

When they armed at their relatipii’s, Mmna inadg u lior 
business to learn, by such mquiries as she could make without 
txciiiog suspicion, what was the situation of the unfortunate 
01evela]|d, which she soon discovered to be exoeoilingly pre¬ 
carious. The Provost had not, indued, cormnitted Jinn to close 
custody, as Claud Halcro had witicipateil, recollecting, |?i*iliapB, 
tlie favourable circunjstaiK^ under whicli ho Inwi ftirrondered 
himself, and loath, till the moment of the bust necasei^y, alto-« 
getlier to bretdt faitti with luin. But althougl^ left api^umitiy 
at large, he was strictly watched by persons well armed aii<l 
appointed for the^piypose, who had directions Ui detain him by 
lorce, if he attempt^ to pass certain narrow (irecincts which 
allotted to him He was quartered in a strung room withui 
yrbat ia coileik the King’s Ofistle, and at night’ his chamlier dixir 
wa» locked on the outside, and a sufficient guaQl mounted to 
prevent his escape. He therefore enjoyed only the tlcgroe of 
liberty which the cat, in her cruel sport, is soinctiracs pleawd 
to permit to the mouse which she has clutched; and yet, such 
was the terror of the resources, the courage, andLferocity of the 
pirate Ciqitain, that the Provtist ivas blamed by^the Collector, 
and many other sage citizens of Kirkwall, for pemiitting litiii to 
be ai liu^ upon any eonditiona 
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It may l)e well believed, that, under euch circumstanooe, 
Cleveland bad no desire to seek any place of public resort, con¬ 
scious Vhat he was <the object of a mixed fe^ng of curioaity 
and terror. His favourite place of exercise, therefore, wae the 
external aisles of the Cathedral of Saint Magnus, of which the 
eastern end alone is fitted up for public worship. This solemn 
old edifice, having escaped the ravage which attended the first 
convulsions of the liidormation, still retains some appearance of 
c])is(X)f>al ilignity. This place of worship is separated by a 
screen from the nave and wastem hmb of the cross, and the 
whole IS preserved m a state of cleanliness and decency, which 
might 1)6 well proposed as an,example to the proud piles of 
VVestmiviRter and Rt Paul’s , ^ 

It was in this extonor p-art of *the Cathedral that Cleveland 
was |)ermitted to wv^lk, the rather that his guards, by wdcching 
the single ojhmi entrance, had the means, with very little ineon- 
vouieni-e to themselves, of preventing any possible attempt at 
escape Thi^ place itself was well suited to hi.s melancholy 
cireuinstalleea The lofty and vaulted roof ns«< upon ranges 

of Saxi^n pillars, of Aiass^ve size, four of whmh, still larger than 
tlie rejst, oneo 8iipix>rte<l tlie lofty spiref w'hvch, long since 
(lostroyod by aecideiit, has lieen rebuilt »i|x)n a disjiroportiontd 
aiul tnuicated [ilan The light is adnnttiMl at the ea8j<ern end 
through a lofty, well proi)ortione<i, and richly oTnamente<l 
(Jntluc'window, and the pavement vs covered with inse/nptions, 
m diflercni languages, distinguishing the jrnives of noble Orca- 
, dians, who have at different tunes l»een ileposited withm the 
sacreil precincts. * 

Hero walked Cleveland, musing over the events of a misspent 
life, which, it seemed probable, might lie profight to a vndent 
and Hhaineftd close, while he w*as yet in the prime of youth.— 
“ With these dead,” he said, looking on the pavement, “shall 
T soon 1x5 immlxjfed—but no holy man will speak a bloBsing; 
no friendly h^id register an inscription j no 'proud descendant 
sculpture armorial liearmgs over the grave of the pirate Cleve- 
I'unl, My whltenmg bones will swing in the gibbet irons, on 
s<uiie wild lieaeh or lonely capo, that will be esteemed fatal 
aiul accursetl l^r my sake. The old mariner, as he passes the 
Sound, will shake his^heaidh and tell of my name and aetionB, 
as a warning \o his younger comrades.—6it, Minna! Minna 1 
what will bo thy thoughts when the news reaches thect— 
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Would to God the tidings were drowned in the deepest whirl¬ 
pool betwixt Kirkwall and Burgh Westra, ere they came to her 
ear!—and oh ’ would to Heaven that we had never met, %mce 
wo novw can meet ag&in !" 

He lifted up his eyes as he spoke, and Minna Trod stooil 
before him. Her face was pale, and her hair dkhfvsrelled ; but 
her look was composed and firm, with its usual expression of 
high-minded melancholy. She was still shrouded in the large 
mantle which she had assumed ou leaving the, vessel, Cleve¬ 
land’s first emotion was ^tonwhraent, hia next was joy, not 
unmixed with awe. He would have exclairuotl —he would liave 
thrgwn himself at her feet—but ^le. imposed at ouoo silenc'o and 
?oQiposure on him, by raising her finger, and saying, in a liiw' hut 
commanding accent,—“ Re caiftious—w'e arc observed—there 
are meif without—they let me enter with dittlbnlty I dare not 
remain long—^thoy would tlmik—they might liehcve—Cleve¬ 
land ! I have tiaKarded everything to save you 
• “To save me?—Alas’ IKwr MnmaanHwenHl Clevclitful, 
“ to%ave me is iinposaiblc.—Enough that 1 have seen you once 
more, were it but to say, for ever farewr;!! !“• 

“ We must, indecdf say farewell," said Minml; “ for fate and 
guilt have divided us for ever,—Cleveland, I hav'e seen 
your aS 80 <?iatcs—need I t^l you more—n«^‘d I say, that I know 
now what a piratejs?" 

“ You have been in the ruffians’ jicwersaid Olcvelaad? yith 

a start of agony—“ l)id tliey presume”- • 

“ Cleveland,” replied Minna, “ they presumed nothing your 
name was a s|)e!l ov^* them. By the jKiwcr of that siiei over 
these ferocious l>anditti, and by that alone, I was reiliiiiued of 
the qualities I once thought my Cleveland’s 

'‘Yes,” said Cleveland, proudly, “my name ha8*arwi shall 
have power over them, when they are at the wdiiest, and, had 
they harmed yau ^ one rude word, they should have found —- 
Yet what do I rave aliout—I am a prisoner'" , 

“ You shall be so no longer,” said Minna—“ Your safety— 
the safety of roy dear father^—all demand your iiirftant freedom 
1 have formed a scheme for your liberty, which, boldly executed, 
eaiihot fail. The light is failing without—inulfie yourself in 
my cloak, Mid you will easily piss the guards—I have given 
them the means of carousing, and they are dee*piy engaged. 
Haste to the Loch of Stennis, and hidfe yourself till day dawns. 
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then make a smoke on the point, where the land, fttretehing 
into the lake on ead) side, divides it nearly in two at the Bridge 
of BifOiBgar. Yonr vessel, which lies nc^ far distant, wiU send 
a boat ashore.—Do not hesitate an instanV/' 

“ But you, Minna!—Should this wild scheme sooceed,*’ Mud 
Cleveland, what is to become of you V' 

“ For my share in your escape,’* answered the maidesn, “ tlie 
honesty of my own uitention will vindicate mo in the sight of 
Heaven , and the safety of my father, whoso fate deptinds on 
yours, will be my excuse to man.” 

In a few words, she gave him the history of their capture and 
its consequences. Cleveland ^cast up his eyes add raised, his 
haiiiW to Heaven, in thankfulness for the escape of the History 
from his evil (iorapjmioiiH, and then hastily added,—“ But you 
are right, Minna must dy at all rates—for your fath^'s sake, 

I must fly—Here, then, we fwirt-^yet not, I trust, for ever,” 
“For ever*” answered a voice, that sounded as from a 
Hcpalobral vauU 

They started, loi>kcd around them, and then gazed on «each 
other. It seemed lis if, the echoes of the Ihiilding had retunu>tl 
Olevefand's lost'words, but the pronunciation was too «npha- 
tically accented. •• 

“ Yos, for over' ” said Noma of the Fitful Head, «tej»ping 
forward from behind one of the massive Sjixon pUl^ which 
Rupprn-t the roof of the Cathe<lral. “Here meet the crimson 
f(K)t and*-the ciiuiaon hand. Well for both that the wound is 
healed whence that crimson was denved—well for both, but beet 
tor him who shed it.—Here, then, you mebt—meet for the 
lost time!” 

“ Not fio,” sail! Cleveland, as if about |o fake Minna’s hand ; 
to sopanite me from Minna, while I have life, must be the 
work of herself aloiia” 

“Away!” said Noma, stepping betwixt theia, “away with 
such idle foljy '—Nourish no vain dreams of fhtuTO meetingi-^ 
you part here, and you part for ever. The hawk iMdra not with 
the dove ; gifilt matches not with innocence.—Minna Troil, you 
look for the last time on this bold and criminal man—Oleveland, 
jTou behold Minna for the last time! ” 

“ And dream youy» said CH^veland, indignantly, “ that your 
mummery imposes on me, and that I am among the fools 
see more than trick in your pretended artl” 
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** ForbeaTi C^erelaitd, forbear 1" said Miima^ her hereditary 
awe of augmented the ctrciunstanee of her sudden 

appeanmce. “ Oh^ forbear!—she is poweif^l-^she is bul too 
powerful—^And do y9u, 0 Kq^na, remember my father’s safety 
is Imked with Oleveland’s.’' 

“ And it is well for Cleveland that I do remtiuibor, it/’ replied 
the Pythoncas—’*and that, for the sake of one, 1 am here t^> 
aid both. You, with your eliildish purpose of paasing one oi 
his bulk and stature under the disguise of a fe^ paltiy folds of 
wadmaal—what would y^ur device have procured him but 
instant restraint with bolt and shackle t -—I will save hun—I 
will place him in security on bpard his bark. But let hun 
^louuce those shores for ever, and carry elsewhere the terrors 
of ^lis sable flag, and his yet blEcker name; for if the sun rises 
twioe, aftd finds him still at anchor, his ble<ai be on his own 
head.—^Ay, look to each oth^r—look the last look that I per¬ 
mit to frail affection—and say, if you can say it, Farewell tor 
.ever.” * • 

*‘Obey her/' stammered Minna; “reinonstratfi not, but oi)ey 
her.” • ^ • 

Cleveland, graspmja her hand, and kiasmg it ardently, said, 
but so low that she only could hear it, “ Farewell, Mmna, but 
not for ev^r.” * 

“ And now, maiden, begone,” said Noma, “ and leiive the rtwt 
to the RoimkennM'." * , 

“One word more,” said Minna, “and I oliey you. •Tell mo 
but if I have caught anght your meaning—is Mordauut Mer- 
toun safe and reboverfd f' 

“ Recovered and safe/’ said Noma; else woe to the hand 
that shed his bloodT!’’^ 

Minna slowly sought the door of the cathfMiral, aihd turned 
liack from time to time to look at the shadowy form of Noma, 
and the stately* and military figure of Cleveland, as they stooi) 
together in the deeiieniiig gloom of the ancicn^ Oath wind 
When she looked back a soeond time, they were in motion, 
and Cleveland followed the matron, as, with a slow and solemn 
stop, she glided towards one of the side amles When Minna 
looked back a third time their figures were no longer visible. 
She ccdlected herself, and walkbd on tf>*the eastern door by 
whkdi she had ent^ed, and listened for an instant lo the guard, 
who talked together on the outside. 
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” The Zetland girl stays a long time with this pirate fellow," 
said one. “ I wish thc^ have not more to speak about than the 
ransom of her father.” 

“ Ay, truly,’* answered anothej, the w'enches will hare more 
sympathy with a handsome young pirate, than an old bedridden 
burgher ” 

Their discourse was here interrupted by her of whom they 
were speaking ; and, as if taken in the manner, they pulled off 
tlieiT hats, made their awkward obeisances, and looked not a 
little emliarrassed and confused 

Minna returned to the house where she Icxlged, much aflR^ted, 
yet, on the whole, pleased with the result of her expedition, 
which* seemed to put her father «ut of danger, and assured be* 
at once of the esca})© of Cleveland, and of the saiety of young 
Mordaunt. 8he hastened to communicate both pieces bf intel- 
hgenco to Brenda, who joined hen in thankfulness to Heaven, 
and was herself well-nigh persuaded to believe in'^oma^s super¬ 
natural jireteoMons, so inuoli w'as she pleased with the manner 
in which they had been employed Some time was speftt m 
exclianging their mutual congratulations, and mingling tears of 
liojK*, mixed with apiirehonsioii, when, at a late hour in the 
evening, they were interrupted by Claud Halcro, w'ho, full m a 
fidgeting soit of imixirtanre, not immuigled with fear^ came to 
acquaint them, that the prisoner, Cleveland, had disappeared 
tioui the (^athedral, m winch he had l>een {lermitted to walk, 
and thatr the Provost, having t>ecn informed that Minna was 
accessary to his flight, was coming, in a mighty quandary, to 
make inquiry into the nrciimstances * 

When the worthy Magistrate arrived, Minna did not conceal 
from him her own wish that Clevehuid should make his escape, 
as the only means which she saw of redeeming her father flrom 
imminent danger. But that she had any a**tual accession to 
his flight, she positively denied; and stated, ** that she had 
[larted from,Cleveland in the Cathedral, more than two hours 
since, and then left him m com|iany with a third person, 
who.se name She did not conceive herself obliged to communi¬ 
cate.” 

“It 18 not needful, Miss Minna Troil,” answered Provost 
Torfe; “ for, although * no pen^n but this Captain Cleveland 
smd yourself was seen to enter the Kirk of Saint Magnus this 
day, we kno\^ well enough your cousin, old ITlla Troib whinn. 
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ytw Zfltlandfiw call Noma of Fitful Head, has been cruising up 
and down, upon sea and land, and air, for what I know, in 
boats and on ponies, and it may be on broomsticks , and* here 
has b^ her dumb Brow, too^ coming and going, and playing 
the spy on *every one—and a good spy he is, for he can hear 
every thing, and tells nothing again, unless to liia mistress 
And we know, besides, that she can cuter the Kirk when all 
the doors are fast, and has been seen there more than once, 
God save ua from the Evil One 1—and so, without farther 
questions asked, I conclude it was old Nonia whom you left 
in the ICirk wuth this slashing blade—and, if so, they may 
catch them that can.—I cannot but say, however, pretty 

Mistress Minna, that you Zet^nef folks seem to forget lioiii law 
and gospel, when you use the •help of witchcraft to fetch de- 
linquenliB out of a legal prison ; and the lea#t»tliat you, or your 
cousin, or your father, can dy, is to use influence w^th this wild 
fellow to go away as sixin as possible, \vithout hurting the Uwii 
,or trade, and then thexe will bo little harm in whqjb has chanced , 
for, Heaven knows, I did not seek the poor latl's life* so I could 
get my hands free df liim without blame, ^nd far less did 1 
wish, that, through h^ imprisonment, any harm should come to 
wsjtby Magnus Troll of Burgh Westi'a,” 

“ I aee^where the shoe jf^iiiches you, Mr l^rovost,” said Claud 
Ilalcro, “ and I am .sure I can answer for my friend Mr, Troil. 
as well as for myself, that we will say and do all in our ^xpvei 
with this man, Captain Cleveland, to make him luavedthe coast 
directly.” 

“And I," said Minna, “am so convinced that wlmi you 
recommend is beet for aU [lartics, that my sister*and I will set 
off early to-morroi;^ monung to the House of Stennw, if Mr. 
Halcro will give us nLs escort, to receive my fathef when he 
comes ashore, that we may acquamt him with ytnir wish, and 
to^use every influence to induce this unhappy man to leave the 
co^tty,” • 

Provost Torfe looked upon her with some surprise. “ It is 
not every young wom^,” he said, “ would wish to move eight 
miles nearer to a band of pirates ” 

“'We run no risk,” said Claud Halcro, interfgnng. “The 
House of Stenuis is strong ; and my cou|id, whom it belongs 
to, has men and arms within it. The young ladids are as safe 
there as in Kirkwall, and much good may arise from an early 
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communication between Magnus Troil aini hk daughters. And 
bappj am 1 to see, that in your caj96) my good old frieiid|*~-'a8 
glorious John says,— • 

- * After mjtch debate, 

The man prevails above the ms^strate.’ ” , 

The Provost smiled, nodded his head, and indicated, as far 
as ho thought ho could do with decency, how happy he should 
be if the Fortune's Favourite, and her disorderly crow, would 
leave Orkney without further mterference, or violence on either 
side. He could not authorise their being supplied from the 
shore, he said, but, either for fear or favour, they were certain 
to get provisions at Stromne^, ^ This pacific magistrate then 
t(K)k leave of Halcro and the two ladies, who proposed, 'the 
next morning, to tr^sfor their residence to the House oftSbennw, 
situated upon the banks of the pit-water lake of the same 
name, and aliout four miles by water from the Boad of Strom* 
ness, where the Hover’s vessel was lying 


CHAPTER THIRTY-EIGHTH, 

Fly, Fleftiice, fly !—Thou iiiayost escape. 

*■ * Macbei^ 

It was one branch of the various arts by which Noma endea¬ 
voured to maintain her pretensions to ‘supernatural powers, 
that she made herself familuiTly and practically acquainted 
witli all the secret passes and recesses, \^hether natural or 
artificial, which she could hear of, whether tradition or 
otherwise, and was, by such knowledge, often enabled to per¬ 
form feats which were otherwise unaccountable. Thua, when 
she escaped from the tabernacle at Burgh Westra, it was by a 
sliding ^ard which covered a secret passage in t^e wall, known 
to none but herself wid Magnus, who, she was wdl asaured, 
would not betray her. The profrumn, also, with which she 
lavished a cpnsiderable income, otherwise of no use to her, 
enabled her to {ffooupe the earliest intdligence respectuig what- 
eyer she deriued to know, and, at the same tiina, to saeore all 
other assistance necessary to her plans into effect CHeve- 
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land, upon tira present occasion, had reason to admire both her 
sagaoitjT and her lescmiroes. 

Upon her applying a little forcible pressjiro, a door which 
'was concealed under «ome rich wooden sculpture in the screen 
wbudi divides the eastern aisle from the rest of tlie Cathedral, 
opened, and disclosed a dark narrow wind mg passage, into 
whicdi she entered, telling Cleveland, in a whisper, to follow, 
and be sure he shut the door behmd him. He ob^ed, and 
followed hw in darkness and silence, sometimes descending 
steps, of the number of which she always apprised him, some- 
timei ascending, and ofteif turnuig at tdiort angles. The air 
was more free than be could have expected, the passage being 
ventilated at different parte Jay unseen and ingeniously con- 
frited epiraclee, which communicated with the open air. At 
length their lopg coiirHc ende<l, by Nonig,*drawing osuie a 
sliding panel, which, opening liehind a wooden, of box-Uiil, as 
it is called in Scotland, admitted them into an ancient, but very 
mean aj^artnient, having a latticed window anti grtuned rta>f 
The ^imituro was much tiilafadatod; and its only* omaiuenta 
were, on the one sidf of the wall, a garland of faded ribbons, 
such as are used to ^Jccorate whale-vcs^ls j and on thobthei, 
an»escutcheon, bearing an Earl's aims and coninet, surrounded 
with the usual emblems of mortality. The mattock and spiwle, 
which lay in one comer, together with the apjieanmco of an 
old man, who, m*a rusty black coat, and slouched hat, ^sat 
reading by a table, announced that they were in the habitation 
of the church-beadle, or sexton, anti in the presence oi that 
respectable ftmcMonaiy, 

When his atteutiou was attracted by the noise*of tlie sliding 
jianel, he arose, and testifying much respect, but no surprise, 
took his shadowy hal from his thm grey locks, ifnd stood 
uncovered in the xiresenoe of Noma, with an air* of profound 
humility. , 

“ Be faithful,*’ said Noma to the old man, “ and lie ware you 
show not any living mortal the secret path to the Sanctuary. '* 

The old man bowed in token of ob^ieuc^ and of thanks, for 
she put money in his hand as she spoke. With a faltering 
voice, he expr^aed his hope that she would remember his son, 
who was on the Greenland voyage, that he might return fortu^ 
Date and safe, as he had dime la^ yem-, when be bfought back 
the garland, pointing to that upon the waU 
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“ My cauldron shall boil, and my rhyme shall be said, in his 
behalf,” answered^Noma. “Waits Pacolet without with the 
horses V* 

The old Sexton assented, and tlie Pythoness, commanding 
Cleveland to follow her, went through a back door of the 
aiiartment into a small garden, corresimding, in its desolate 
apjKsarance, to the habitation they had just quitted. The low 
and broken wall easily permitted them to pass into another and 
larger garden, though not much better kept, and a gate, which 
wjis upon the latch, let them into a long and winding lane, 
through which, Noma having whispered to her compamon that 
it was the only dangerous place on their road, they walked with 
a haity pace It was now nearly dark, and the inhabitants of 
the poor dwellings, on either baud, had betaken theroselveo’ to 
their houses. They saw only one woman, who wasi looking 
from her door, but blessed herself and retired into her house 
with j)recipitation, when she saw the tall tigure.of Noma stalk 
p!!kst her with long strides The lane conducted them into the 
country, whore the dumb dwarf waited with three horses, 
ensconced behind fhe wall of a deserted shed. On one of these 
Noma instantly seated herself, Cleveland mounted another, 
and, followc<i hy Pacolet on the third, they moved sharply on 
through the darkness, the active^ and spirited anunals on 
wliicii they rode l>eing of a breed rather taller than tnoae reared 
in 5?..t]aTul 

Aftf'r more than an hour’s smart nding, in which Noma 
acted as guide, they stopped before a hovel, so utterly desolate in 
apjicarance, that it resembled rather a cattle-shed than a cottage. 

“ Here you must remain till dawn, when your signal c&n be 
seen from your vessel,” said Norna, consigmng the horses to the 
care of Pacolet, and leading the way into the wretched hovel, 
which she presently ilhimmated by lighting the small iron lamp 
which she usually ciiiried along with her. “ It is a poor,” she , 
said, “but a wife place of refuge; for were we pursuo<I 
hither, the earth would yawn and aimit us into its recesses ere 
you were taken. For know that this ground is saored to the 
gods of old Yalholla—And now say, man of mischief and of 
blood, are you friend or foe to Noma, the sole priestess of these 
disowned deities!” , 

“ How is it possible for me to be your enemy t” sud Cleve¬ 
land. —“ Common gratitude”- 
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** Common gmtitnde,” siud Norna, interrupting him, “ia a 
common word—and words are the oomn\on pay which fools 
accept at the hands of knaves; but Non^ must be requited 
by aotomis—by sacrifices/* 

** Well, ^mother, name your request” 

“ That you never seek to see Mmna Troil again^and that you 
leave this coast in twenty-four hours,** answered Noma. 

“It is impossible,*’ said the Captain; “I cannot bo soon 
enough found in the sea-stores which the sloop must have,” 

“ You can. I will take care you are fufty suppliefl; and 
Caithness and the HebridW are not far distant—^you can dciwirt 
if you vilL*^ 

•“And why should I,” said^Cleveland, “ if I will not^i' 
'‘“Because your stay endaagers others,*’ said Nonia, “luid 
will prove yojir own destruction Hear^ace with attention. 
From the first moment I^saw you lying senseleSs on tho sand 
beneatli the cliffs of Sumburgh, I read that in your countenain'e 
which linked you with me, and those who were dear to me > but 
wl^tber for good or evil, was hidden from mine efos. I aided 
in saving your lif?, in preserving your property. I aided in 
doing so, the very yynth whom you h&ve crossed in his'dearcst 
^ections—crossed by tale-bearing and slander.” 

“ I slander Mertoun i’* exclaimed the Captain. “ By Heaven, 

I scarce' mentioned his name at Burgh Westra, if it is that 
which you meafl. The peddling iellow Bryce, meaning, I 
believe, to be my friend, because he found soinethuyi; con id be 
made by me, did, I have since heard, carry tattle, or ruth, I ^ 
know not which, to* the old man, which was confirmed by the 
report of the whole island. But, for me, I scArco thought of 
him as a rival; «lso, I liad taken a more honourable way to 
rid myself of him,** ' • 

“ Was the point of your double-edged knife, directed to the 
boeom of an jonarmed man, intended to carve out that more 
honooiaUe way ?*^said Noma, stamly. 

Cleveland was conscience-struck, and remained* silent for an 
instant, ere he replied, “ There, indeed, I was wrong; but he 
is, 1 thank Heaven, recovered, and welcome to an honourable 
satisfaction.** 

“ Cleveland,” said the Pytheneas, “ n^! The* fiend who em¬ 
ploys ytm as his Implement is powe^; but with me he sbaU 
not strive. You are of that t^peroment which the dark Tnfiu- 
voL. xm 2 t 
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ences deeire an the tools of their agency; bold, haughfy, and 
undaunted, unrestrained by pnnciple, and having oidy in its 
room ^ wild sense of indomitable pride, which such men call 
honour. Such you are, and as such your, course tlirough life 
has been onward and unrestrained, bloody aud tenapestuous. 
By me, however, it shall be controlled,” she concluded, stretch¬ 
ing out her staif, as if in the attitude of determined authority— 
“ ay, even although the demon who presides over it should even 
now arise in his terrors ” 

Cleveland laughed scornfully. “ Good mother,” be said, 
“ reserve such language for the rude'' sailor that imfdoros you 
to bestow on hun fair wmd, or the poor fisherman that asks 
success,to his nets and lines. ' I have been long inaccessible 
both to fear and to superatition, « Call forth your demon, if you 
command one, and..place him before me. The man tfiat has 
stient years lU' company with incarnate devils, can scarce dread 
the presence of, a disembodied fiend.' 

TJjiis was said with a careless and desperate bitterness of 
spirit, which firoved too powerfully energetic even for the 
delusions of Noma’s insanity; and it was iwith a hollow and 
treinulftus voice that site asked Cleveland—For what, then, 
do you bold me, if you deny the power that I have bought so 
dearly?” 

“You have wisdom, mother," said Cleveland; “at least you 
have art, and art is power. I hold you for one who knows h<»w 
to steer upon the current of events, but I deny your power to 
change its course. Do not, therefore, waste words m quoting 
terrors for which I have no feeling, but tell me ^t once, where¬ 
fore you would have mo depart?” 

“ Because I will have you see Minna no, more," answered 
Noma—“ Because Minna is the destined bnde of him whom 
men call Mordaunt Mertoun—Because if you deport not within 
twenty-four hours, utter destruction awaits you. In these 
plain words there is no metaphysical delusion—Answer me as 
plamly," 

“ In as plaip words, then," answered Clevdand, “ I wOl mi 
^eave these islands—not, at least, till I have seen Minna Troil, 
and never shall your Mordaunt possess her while I live.” 

“ Hear him," said Noma—“.hear a mortal man spurn at the 
means of prdouging his life!—hear a sinful— a most sinful 
being, refuse the time which fate yet affords for repentance, and 
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for the edvation of an immortal bquI !—Behold him how he 
stands erect, bold and confident in his yonthful strength and 
courage 1 My eyes, unused to tears—even^my eyes, whi^h have 
80 little cause to weep for him, are blinded with sorrow, to think 
what 80 will be ere the second sun set!” 

Mother,” said Cleveland, firmly, yet with gome touch of 
sorrow in his voice, “ I in part understand your threats. You 
know more than we do of the course of the Halcyon—perhajw 
have the means (for I acknowledge you have shown woiiderfiii 
skill of combination in such affairs) of direcling her cruise our 
way. Be it bo, —I will* not depart from my purpose for that 
risk. If tiie frigate comes hither, we have btill our sliool water 
to trust to, and I thmk thgy 4dll Bcarce cut us out wj|h boats, 
As if we were a S[>anish xobeck. I am therefore resolved 1 
will hoist onye more the flag under which I have cruised, avail 
ourselves of the thousan^ chances whicli have hel|)ed us in 
greater odda, and, at the worst, fight the veswil to the very last; 
and, when mortal man can do no more, it is but auapigng a 
pistol in the powder-room, and, as we have livtti, bo will we 
die ” • . 

There was a de^id pause as Olevdland ended; and it was 
*j;^roken by his rf^uming, in a softer tone—“ You have heard my 
answer, mother; let us^dobate it no farther, but part in peace 
1 would willingly leave you a remembrance, that you may not 
forget a t»oor fallow to whom your services have becgpi useful, 
and w'ho parts with you in no unkimlness, howev^ mifficridly 
you are to his dearest interests.—Nay, do not shun ' ) accept 
such a triflcf” h^ said, foremg upon Noma the littie silvef 
enchased box which had been once the subject'of strife betwixt 
Mertouo and lian ; “ it is not for the sake of the metal, which 
I know you value not, but simply as a memorial that you have 
met him of whom many a strange tale will herbafter be told in 
' the seas whiph he has traversed.” 

“ I accept yolir gift,” said Noma, " in token that, if 1 have 
in aught been accessary to your fate, it was as the involuntary 
and grieving agent of other powers. Well did you say we 
direct not the current of the events which hurry us forward, 
and reud^ our utmost efforts unavaiUng, even a« the wells of 
Tuftiloe* can wheel the stoutest vesyl round and round, in 

* A wU, in ths langnsge of those seas, denotes one of the whiiipooU, or 
oircular eddies, which wheel and boil with astonishing strength, and arc 
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despite of either sail or steerage.—Pacolet i'* she exelaimed, is 
a louder voice, ‘*what, ho! Pacolet 1” 

A large stone, vhjoh lay at the side of the wall of the hovd, 
fell as spoke, and to develaod’s surpriiie, if not somewhat 
to his fear, the misshapen form of the dw^ was seen, JUke some 
overgrown reptile, extricating himself out of a subterranean 
passage, the entrance to which the stone had covered. 

Nonia, aa if impressed by what Cleveland had said on the 
subject of her supernatural pretensions, was so far from endea* 
vouring to avail herself of this oppo:|tunity to enforce them, 
that she hastened to explain the phenomenon he had witnessed 

“ Such passages," she said, “ to which the enhances are 
carefully* concealed, are frequently f^und in these islands—the 
pla/'ses of retreat of the ancient iidiabitants, where they soughl 
rfjfugo from the ragepqf the Normans, the piratesrof that day. 
It was that yoli might avail yourself of this, in case of need, 
that I brought you hither. Should you observe signs of pur¬ 
suit, you may eiljhcr lurk in the bowels of the earth until it has 
passed by, or* escape, if you will, through the farther entratrse 
near the lake, by wlfich Pacolet entered buf now —And now 
farewell Think on what* I have said; for ps sure as you now 
move and breathe a living man, so surely is your doom 6xed 
and sealed, unless, within four-and-ti^enty hours, you have 
doubled the Buigb Head.” 

* Fp-rcwi^ll, mother!" said develand, as she*^departed, bend¬ 
ing a look,upon him, in which, as he could perceive by the 
lamp, sorrow was mmgled with displeasure. 

The interview^ which thus concluded, left a* strong effect 
even upon the mind of Cleveland, accustomed as he was to 
imminent dangers and to hairbreadth escape. He in vain 
attempted th shake off the impression le^ by the words of 
Noma, which he felt the more powerful, because th^ were in 
a great measure divested of her wonted mystical tone, which 
he contemned. A thousand times he regretted that he had 
from time to time delayed the resolution, which he had long 
Ailopted, to quit his dreadful and dang^us trade; and as 
often he firinly determined, that, could he but see Minna Troil 

nry dangerous. Hence the distincticn^ in old English, betwixt wUa and 
teoves, the latter eignU^tog ^e direct onward cemtse of tiie tide, and the 
former the amootl^ glusyf o%‘kKdditg trhhrlptxdi, whmie atmoth awema tc 
the eve almost irrasistihla 



THK PIRATE. 


421 


dice more, were it but for a last farewell, bo would leavo the 
sloop, aa soon ao bio oomrades were extricated from tbeir 
periloufl eituatioii, eudeaYour to obtain the«benefit of th^ King's 
pardon, and distuliguish himself, if possible, in some more 
honourable course of warfare. 

This resolution, to which he again and again pledged himself, 
had at length a sedatire effect on his men^ {K^urbation, and, 
wrapt in his doak, he eiyoyed, for a time, that imperfect rejxise 
which exhausted nature demands as her tiibuto, even from those 
who are situated on th« verge of the moat imminent danger.. 
But, how far soever the guilty may satisfy his own mind, and 
s^pify the* feelings of remorse, by sncb a conditional repentance, 
we may well question whether it is not, in the sight offHeaven, 
rather a presumptuous aggr&vation, than an expiation of hi.s 
sms. • • , 

When Cleveland awoke^ the grey dawn was already mingling 
with the twilight of an Orcadian night. He fdund himself on 
the verge of a beautiful sheet of water, whisli, ^close the 
pliice where he had rested, was nearly divided by two tongues 
of land that approach each other from^the opposing side^p of the 
lake, and are in some degree united by the Bridge of Broisgar, 
long causeway, containmg openings to iiermit the flow and 
reflux of the tide. Bebind him, and fronting to the bndgo, 
stood that remarjcahle semicircle of huge upright stones, which, 
has no rival in Britain, excepting the inimitable mouibneut at 
Stonehenge. These immense blocks of stone, all of ^them above 
twelve feet, and several being even fourteen or fifteen feet in* 
height, stood dUroimd the pirate m the grey lights of the dawning, 
like the phantom forms of antediluvian giants, who, shrouded 
in the habiliments pf the dead, came to revisit, 1^ this pale 
light, the earth which they had plagued by their oppression and 
polluted by their sins, tOl they brought do\^ upon it the 
veimeance of ioni^auffermg Heaven.* 

Cleveland was^less interested by this singular^ monument of 
antiquity, than by the distant view of Stromness, which he 
could as yet scarce discover. He lost no tiiu^ in sinking a 
light, by the aadstanee of one of his pistols, and some wet fern 
supplied him with fuel sufficient to make the appointtxl signal 
It had been earnestly watchdd for oi^ board toe sloop; for 
Goffe’s incapacity became daily more apparent * and even bis 
* U. flUwtuBg Sto&a» of Steo&ia 
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most steady adherents agreed that it would be best to submit 
to Cleveland’s commaud till they got back to the W««t Xndiea. 

Bunee, who came' with the boat to bring oflf his favourite 
commander, danced, cursed’ shouted, and spouted for joy, when 
he saw him once more at freedom. “ They had already,” he 
said, “made koine progress in victualling the sloop, and they 
might have made more, but for that drunken old swab Goffe, 
who iniuded nothing but syilicing the main-brace ” 

The Iwat's crew were insjured with the same enthusiasm, and 
.rowed so liard, that, although the tide was against them, and 
the air of wind failed, they soon placed Cleveland oiyse more on 
the quarter-deck of the vessel v:hich it was his misfortune to 
command. , 

fi ■ 

The first exercise of the Oaptam’s iiower was to make known 
to Magnus Trnil tfirfl he was at full freedom to depart—that 
he was willing to make him any compensation in his power, for 
the interruption of his voyage to Kirkwall; and ^hat Captain 
Cleveland w/is desirous, if agreeable to Mr Troil, to pay his 
respects to him on l>qard his bng—thank liiiq for former favoifrs, 
and apoJogiso for the circumstances attending his detention 

To Buuc<‘, who, as the most civilisetl of *tbe crew, Cleveland 
had intrusted this message, the old plqin-dealmg Udaller madb 
the following answer*—“ Tell your Captain that I should be glad 
jto think he had never Btojijwd any one upon the high sea, save 
such liS*liav€ suffered as little as I have Say, too, that if wc 
arc to cod'cinue friends, w*e shall be mc^t so at a distance; for 
‘ I like the sound of his cannon-balls as little by sea, aa he would 
like the whistle.of a bullet by land from mj* rifl^gun. Say, in 
a word that I am sorry I was mistaken in }iim, and that he 
would hav(^ done lietter to have reserved for the Spaniard the 
usage he is bestowing on his coimtrymen.” 

“And so that is 3 *our message, old Snapoholerickt” said 
Bunce—“ Now stap my vitals if I have not ^ mhid to do your 
errand for you over the left shoulder, and teach you more 
respect for gentlemen of fortime 1 But I won’t, and idiiefly for 
the sake of your two pretty wenches, not to mention my old 
friend Claud Halcro, the very visage of whom brought back all 
the old days of scen&ehiftmg ^and candle-snufKng. So good 
morrow to yop, Oafier^Seal’s^p, and aU is said tlmt need pass 
lietween us," 

No sooner did the boat put off with the pirates, who left the 
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brig, and now returned to their own vessel, than lilagnus, in 
ordef to avoid reposing unnecessary confidence in the honour of 
these gentlemen of fortune, as they caHod* themselves, got his 
brig under way; and, the wind coming favourably round, and 
increasing as the sun rose, he crowd^ all sail for Scalfia-flow, 
mtending there to disembark and go by land to Kirkw^l, where 
he expected to meet his daughters and his friend Oiaud Halcro 


CHAPTER THIRTY-NINTH 

• 

Now, Brama, now the last reflection make, 

Whst thou wouklfit follow, what thotf fiiust forsake. 

By our Ul-Cuieu'd itars and adverse Heaven, 

N9 middle object to thy choice is given t 

Hbnky a.VO Emma , 

* • 

TRe sun was higlj in heaven ; the Ixiats were busily fetching 
off from the shore the promised 8uppl> of provisions and water, 
which, as many fisMng-skiffij wore employed in the sorvioe, wore 
^t on board w'lth unejf:pected speed, and stowed away by the 
crew of the sloop, with equal desi>at<;lL All worked with good 
will, for all, sajre Cleveland himself, were weary of a cofist^ 
where eveiy moment increased their danger, and wher^, which 
they esteemed a worse misfortune, there was no to be 

won. Bunce and Derrick took the immediate direction nf this* 
duty, while Ctevelrfhd, walking the deck alone, and in silence, 
only interfered fpm time to time, to give some order which 
circumstances required, and then related into lys own sa^i 
reflections. 

There are two sorts of men whom situations of guilt, and 
tenor, and bompotion, bring forward as prominent agents. 
The are spirits so naturally moulded and fitted for deeds 
of horror, that they stalk forth from their lurkmg-plac^ like 
actual demons, to work in their native element,* as the hideous 
i^iparition of the Bearded Man came forth at Versailles, on the 
memorable fith October 1789,^ the delighted executioner of the 
victima delivered up to him by a bleodthirsti rabble. But 
CBevebuid bekmged to the second class of these unfortunate 
beings, who are involved in evil rather by the concurrence of 
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external circumstances than by natural inoUnation, being, in¬ 
deed, one in whom his hist engaging in this lawl^ oi 
life, aflf the follower, of his father, nay, perhaps, even hia pur¬ 
suing it as his father’s avenger, carried with it something of 
mitigation and apology;—one also who often considered his 
guilty situation with hoiTor, and had made repeated, though 
ineffectual efforts, to escape from it. 

Such thoughts of remorse were now rolling in his mind, and 
ho may be forgiven if recollections of Minna mingled with and 
aided them He looked around, too,, on his mates, and, pro¬ 
fligate and hardened as he knew them to be, he could not 
tlimk of their paying the penalty of his obstinacy. We sha^ 
bo rtiady to sail with the ebb tide,” he said to himself—“why 
should I endanger these men, by‘detaining them till the hour 
of danger, predicted»by that singular woman,.shall tLriret 
Her intelligence, howsoever acquired,,, has b6en always strangely 
accurate , and her warning was as solemn os if a mother were 
to aj^rise an erpng son of his crimes, and of his approaching 
punishment. Besides, what chance is there that I can agaoi 
see Mumal She is*at |Hrkwall, doubtless! to hold my 
course tliither would be to steer right upom the rocks. No, I 
will not endanger these poor fellows—I will sail with the obl> 
tide. On the desolate Hebrides, or on *the north-west coast of 
Ireland, I will leave the vessel, and return hither in some dis¬ 
guise-j-yet, why should I return, since it will perhaps be only 
to see Minun the bride of Mordaunt? No—let the vessel sail 
with this ebb tide without me. I will abide and take my fate.” 

Ills nieditatious were hero interrupted by«Jack Bunco, who, 
hailing him noble Captom, said they were ready to sail when 
he pleased. ^ * 

“ When pou please, Bunce; for I shall leave the command 
wuth you, and go ashore at Stromness,” said Cleveland. 

“ You shall do no such matter, by Heavezk!” answered 
Bunce. ** The command with me, truly I anU how ^e devil 
am I to get the crew to obey mel Why, even Dick Fletcher 
rides rusty on me now and then. You Imow well enough that, 
without you, we shall bo all at each other’s throats In half-an- 
bour, and, if you desert us, what a rope’s end does it aognify 
whether we are destroyed by the king’s crumera, nr by each 
other t Come,* come, noble Oapeam, there are bhM^-eyed girii 
enough in the world, but wh^ will you find so tight a sea- 
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boat as the Httie Favourite here, m&imed as eho k with a set of 
tearing lads, 

* Fit to disturb th« pesce of aU tho Tvnid, * 

And role it when ^ wildest 1 ’" 

** You are a precious fool, Jack Bunco/' said Olevdand, half 
augiy, and, m despite of hiniself, half diverted hy tlie false 
tones and exaggerated gesture of the stage-struck pirate. 

“It may be ao, noble Oaptam/' answered Bunco, “and it 
may be that I have my comrades m my folly,, Here are you, 
now, going to play All for JLove, and the World well Lost, an(i 
yet you cannot beai^ a harmless bounce in blank verso—Well, 
I talk pA>se for the matter, for I have news enough to tell, 
7 -^d strange news, too—ay, ^5 stirring news to boot.”* 

Well, prithee deliver them*(to speak thy own cant) like a 
man of this worid,” • • 

“ The Stromness Miers accept notliing for their provi¬ 
sions and trouble,” said Bimce—“there is a wonder for yon 1” 
“And for what reason, I pray?” said Cleveland; “it is the 
first* time I have ever heard of cash being refus^ at a sca- 
{wrt.” * ^ ^ 

“True—they commonly lay the charges on as thick as if 
they were caulking. But here is the matter. The owner of 
the brig yonder, the fathbr of your fair Imoinda, stands iwy- 
master, by way of thanks for the civility with which wo treats 
his daughters, and* that we may not meet our due, as bo i;^)s 
it, on these shores.” « 

“It is like the frank-hearted old Udaller 1” said Qev* Imd ; 
“but is he thai at*Stromnesa 1 I thought he was to have 
crossed the island for Kirkwall.” 

“ He did so pulpo^” said Bunco; “ but more folks than 
King Duncan change the course of their voyag^. He was no 
sooner ashore than he was met with by a meddling old witch of 
these parts, who has her finger in every man’s pie, and by her 
counsel he changed his purpose of going to Kirkwall, and lies 
at anchor for the present in yonder white house, t6at you may 
see with your glass up the lake yonder. I am* told the old 
woman dubbed also to pay for the sloop’s stores. Why she 
sholdd didl out the boards X cannot conceive idea, except 
that she is said to be a witch, ai!d m^y bffhend us as so many 
dovOa.” * 

“But who tdd you all this?’' said Cleveland, vritbout using 
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his spy-glass, or seeming so much interested in the news as his 
comrade had expected. 

‘“Why,” replied Bunce, “ I made a trip ashore this morning 
to the village, and had a can with an old acquaintance, who 
had been sent by Master Trod to look after matters, and I 
fished It afi out of him, and more too, than I am desirous of 
telling you, noble Captain.” 

“ And who is your intelligencer ?” said Cleveland; “ has he 
got no name?”» 

“ Why, he is an old, fiddling, foppish acquaintance of mine, 
called Halcro, if you must know," said Biinoe. 

“ Halcro!” echoed Cleveland, his eyes sparkling with .siii 
priae-^“ Claud Halcro !—why, lw3 went ashore at Ingancss with 
Minna and her sister—Where are they ?” 

“ Why, tl^at is'just what I did not want to tell you,^' replied 
the confidant—“yet hang me if*I can help it, for I cannot 
baulk a fine Situation —That start had a fine dffect—Oh, ay, 
anti the sm'-glass is tunied on the House Stennis now ?—• 
Well, yonifer they are, it must be confc88€|l—indifferentlyVell 
guardpil, too Some of the old witch's people are come over 
from that mountain of an island—Hoy* as they call it; and 
the old gentleman has got some feyows under arms himsftlf 
But what of all that, noble Captain ?—give you but the word, 
and we snap up the wenches to-night—clap them under hatches 
—IT ah the caps tern by day-break—up kip-sails—and sail with 
the moratug tide.” 

“You sicken me with your villany,” said Cleveland, turning 
away from hup. * 

“Umph!—villany, and sicken you!”sajd Bunce—“Now, 
pnty, what have I said but what has been done a thousand 
times by gentlemen of fortune like ourselves?” 

“ Mention it not again,” said Cleveland; then took a turn 
along the deck, in deep m^itation, and, commg*back to Bunce, 
took him by the hand, and said, “Jack, I will see her once 
more.” 

“ With air my heart,” said Bunce, BuBenly. 

“ Once more will I sec her, and it may be to allure at. her 
feet this cursed trade, and expiate my offences”—— 

“ At the gallows U* said Bonce, completing the sentence— 
“ With all my heart!—confees and be hanged is a most rever 
«aid proverb.” 
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" Nay—but, dew Jack!” said Cleveland. 

“Dear Jack!"answered Bunce, in the same sullen tene—“a 
dear sight you have been to dear Jack. But hold your* own 
course—I have done with caring for you for ever—I should but 
sicken you Vith my villanous counsels.’* 

“ Now must I soothe this silly fellow as if he were a spoiled 
child," said Cleveland, speaking at Bunco, but not to him, 
“ and yet he has sense enough, and bravery enough, too, 
and one would think, kindness enough to know that men don't 
pick their words during a gale of wind." 

“ Why, that's true, Clement," said Bunco, and there is my 
hand upon it—^And, now I think upoii't, you shall have your 
interview, for it’s out «f my line to prevent a flarting 
scene, and what signifies a tide—we can sail by to-morrow’s 
ebb as ^ell as hy this " • * , 

Cleveland sighed/ for Moma’s prediction rushed on hw 
mind, but th*e opjwrtumty of a last meeting with Minna was 
• too tempting to be resigned either for presentment or fjrc- 
diefton , 

“ I will go presently ashore to the place Vhere they ajl arc," 
said Bunce, “ and tht payment of tlicse stores shall serve me 
fifr a pretext; and I will^carry any letters or message from you 
to Minna with the dexterity of a valet de chambre " 

“ But they havg anned men—you may be m danger," said 
Cleveland, * • 

“Not a whit—not a whit,” replied Bunce “i*p>itocted 
the wenches when they were in my power, I waaran their 
father will neitlier \firong me, nor see me wrongest" 

“ You say true,” said Cleveland, “ it is not in his nature, I 
will instantly write a»note to Minna." And he ran down to tiie 
cabin for that purpf»e, where Be wasted much ere, with 

a trembling hand, and throbbing heart, he achieved such a let Ut 
as he hoped nAgh|^ prevail on Minna to permit him a farewell 
meeting on the succeeding morning. 

His adherent, Bunce, in the meanwhile, sought out Fletcher, 
of whose support to second any motion whateveF, he accounttyl 
himself perfiSitly sure; and followed by this trusty satellite, he 
intiuded himself on the awful presence of Hawjcins the boat¬ 
swain, and Derrick the quarter-mastea, who were regiding 
tbemselveB with a can of rumbo, after the fatiguing duty of 
the day. 
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*‘Here comes he can tell us,” said Derrick,—^“So, Hasten 
Lieutenant, for so we must call you now, I think, let us have a 
IH^p'mto your counsels—When will the anchor be a-trip?” 

** When it pleases Heaven, Master QuaHer-master,” answered 
Hunce, ** for I know no more thwi the BterU'pcMst.” • 

“ Why, d—u my buttons,” said Derrick, do we not weigh 
this tide r 

“Or to-morrow’s tide, at farthest 1” said the Boatswain— 
“ Why, what heve we b^n slaving the whole company for, to 
pet all these stores aboard V* 

“ Gentlemen,” said Bunce, *‘you are to know that Cupid has 
laid our Captain on board, carried the vessel, and nailed down 
his wi-s under hatches.” 

“What sort of play-stuff is hll this?” said the Boatswain, 
pruffly. “If you*have imything to tell us, say it in a word, 
like a man.” 

“ Howsomdever,” said Fletcher, “I always think Jack Bunce 
speaks lik^ a man, and acts like a man too—and so, d’ye 
see”- 

“ ^^old your i[>ea^e, dear Dick; beat of bullybacks, be silent,” 
said Bunce—“ Gentlemen, in one word, the Captain is in love.” 

“ Why, now, only think of that!” said the Boatsw^; “dot 
but that I have b^n m love as often as any man, when the 
ship was laid up.” 

“ Well, but,” coutmued Bunce, “ Captain Cleveland is in love 
—Yes—Prince Volscius is in love j and, though that’s the cue 
for laughing on the stage, it is no laughing matter here. He 
expects to mee,t the girl to-morrow, for the last time; and that, 
we all know, leads to another meeting, and another, and so on 
till the Halcyon is down on ns, and ^en we may look for more 
kicks than' halfpence.” 

“ By —” said the boatswain, with a sminding oa^ “ we’ll 
have a mutiny, and not allow him to go BShore,-«~eh, Derrick ?” 

“ And the best way, too.” said Derrick. 

“Wliat d’ye think of it. Jack Bunce T said Fletcher, in 
whose ears tl^ eomtsel sounded veiy sagely, but who stall bent 
a wistful look upon his companion. * 

“Why, loQk ye, gentlemen,” said Bunce, “I wfli mntiny 
none, and stap my vitals if an/of you shall I” 

“ Why, thfei^ I won’t, for one,” said Fletdier; “ bat what 
are we to do, since howsomdever”-—■ 



9 


XHB PIKXTK, 


430 


“ Stopper your jaw, Dick, will 1” said Bunoe.—“ Now^ 
Boatswaiu, I am partly of your mind, that the Captain must 
be brought to reason by a little wholei^me force. But yob all 
know he has the spirit of a lion, and will do nothing unless he 
is allowed tQ hold on his own course. Well, Fll go ashore and 
make this appointment. The girl comes to the rendesvous in 
the morning, and the Captain goes ashore—we take a goml 
boat’s crew with us, to row, against tide and current, and 
we will be ready at the signal, to jump ashore and bring olF the 
Captain and the girl, whether they will or mo. The pet-^duld 
will not quarrel with us, since we bring oflF his whirligig alongst 
\^ith him; add if he is bUU fractipua, why we will weigh anchor 
^itliout his orders, and let hiiu come to his senaMi at leisure, 
and*know his friends another tube 

“ Why, this *haa a face with it, Mastdt Domck,” said 
Hawkins. * , 

“ Jack Bunoe is always right," said Fletcher; “ howsomdever, 
i;he Captain will shoot some of us, that is certain.” • 

“ Hold your jaw, Dick," said Bunco, “ pray, who the devil 
cares, do you think, ^-hethcr you are shot or4ianged I" ^ 
Why, it don’t mu^h argufy for the matter of that," replied 
Disk. “ howsoindever"- 

“ Be qmot, I tell you,” flaul hia inexorable patron, ** and hear 
me out,—Wo will take him at unawares, so that ho shall 
neither have time to use cutlass nor pojis, and 1 myH(4(*„for 
the dear love 1 bear him, will be the first to lay hisi his 
back. There is a nice tight-going bit of a pinnace, tha: is a 
consort of this ciiase of the Captain’s—if I have an opportunity, 
ril snap her up on my own account." 

“Yes, yes,” said Derrick; “let you alone for keeping on the 
look-out for your own wmforts." , ‘ 

“Faith, nay,” said Bimce, “I only snatch at them when 
they iHime iairlji in my way, or are purchaseil by dint of iny 
own wit; and noDe*Pf you could have Bdlen on sucji a plan as 
this. We shall have the Opt^ with us, head, hand, and 
heart, and HI, besides making a scene fit to finish a comply. 
So I will go a4^re to make the appointment, and do you possess 
eome of the gentlemen who are still sober, and fit tp be trusted, 
with the knowledge of our intentibas.” ^ 

Bunce, with his IHend Fletcher, deported accoiHingly, and 
the two veteran grates remained looking at each other in silonco. 
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until the Boatewain spoke at last. “ Blow me, Derrick, if I like 
these two daffadaudilly young fellows; they are not the true 
bree<i. Why, th^ are no more like the rovers I have known, 
than this sloop is to a first-rate. Why,‘there was old Sharpe 
that rtjad prayers to his ship’s company every S\juaday, what 
would lie have said to have heard it proposed to bring two 
wenches on board 1" 

“ And what would tough old Black Beard have said,” an¬ 
swered his companion, “ if they had expected to keep them to 
themselves ^ They* deserve to be made to walk the plank for 
their impudence, or to be tied back to hack and set a-diving, 
and I care not how soon.” * 

but wlio IS to command the slup, then?” said Haw¬ 
kins » 

“ Why, wliat arll^ you at old Goffe ?” answer^ Dernck. 

“ Why, hh has sucked the monljey so Img and so often,” said 
the Boatswain, that the best of him is buffeil Ho is little 
l)etter than an old woman when he is sober, and he is roaring 
uuid whcn''he is drunk—we have had enough of Goffe.” . 

“Why, then, what d’ye say to yourself, or to me, Boat¬ 
swain?” demanded the'Quarter-master I am content to toss 
up tor it ” 

“ Kot it, no,” finswered the Boiitswain, sifter a moment's 
consklcration , “ if we were within roach of the trade-wmds, 
we,might either of us make a shift, hut it will take all Cleve¬ 
land’s navigation to get us there; and so, I think, there is 
nothing like Bunce’s project for the present. Hark, he calls for 
the boat—I must go on deck and hare her* lowered for his 
honour, d—n' his eyes ” 

The boat was lowered accordingly, made its voyage up the 
lake with safety, and landed Bunce within a few hundred yards 
of the old mansion-house of Stennis. Upon arriving in front 
of the house, ho found that hasty measures h%d been taken to 
put it in a state of defence, the lower windows being barricaded, 
with places leff; for use of musketiy, and a ship-gun being 
placed BO as to command the entrance, which was besides 
guarded by two sentinels. Bunce demanded a#aission at the 
gate, which was briefly and unceremoniously refua^ to him, 
with an exhbrtation^to him, at the same time, to be gone about 
his business before worse came of it. As he continued, how 
over, importunately to insist on seeing some one of the fiunlly, 
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and stated his business to be of the most urgent nature, Claud 
Halcro at length appfeared, and, with more peevishneBs than be¬ 
longed to his usud manner, that admirer ^of glonous John 
expostulated with hia old acquaintance upon his pertinacious 
foUy. ^ 

“You are,” he said, “like foolish moths flutterijig about a 
candle, which is sure at last to consume you.” 

“And you,” said Bunce, “are a set of stmgless drones, whom 
wo can smoko out of your defences at our pleasure, with half a- 
dozeu of hand-grenades,” 

“ Smoke a foors head I” Wd Halcro, “ take my advice, and 
mind your own matters, or there will be those upon you will 
Brndke you to purpose. Either b<? gone, or tell me in two^ords 
what you want, for >ou are lik^to receiv(j no welcome here save 
from a biiiuderbijss. We are men enough of^cairsclves , and here 
is young Mordaimt Mortoun come from Hoy, whom your Captani 
so nearly murth^red ” « 

“Tush, man,” said 'Bunce, “he did but let out a little 
mal^rt blood.” * * 

“ We want no suftb phlebotomy here,” said Claud Ilalcro, 
“and, besides, your ^tiont turns out tft be nearer allied*to us 
thg^n either you o\ we thought of, so you may think how little 
w'elcome the Captain or any of his crew are like to be here ” 

“ Well. but what if I bruig money for the stores sent on 
board I” • * 

“ Keep it till it is asked of you,” said Halcro. “ J'lH rc*are 
two bad paymasters—he tliut pays too soon, and he that ihites 
not pay at all” • * 

“ Well, then, let me at least give our thanks to the donor,” 
said Bunce. • 

“ Keep them too, till they are asked for,” ans\vcre(h the ixwit, 

“ So this is all the welcome I have of you for old‘ac<quaiiitanco' 
stCke said Bupce. 

“Why, what can I do for you, Master Altamonti” said 
Halcro, somewhat moved,—“ If young Mordaunt had had his 
own wOl, he would have welcomed you with ‘ the red Burgundy, 
Number a thfusand,' For God’s sake begone, else the stage 
direetion will be. Enter guard, and seize Altamont.” 

“ I will not give you the trouble,” said Bunde, “ but will 
make my exit instantly.—Stay a momeut^I had almost forgot 
that I have a aUp of paper for the tallest of your girls there— 
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Minna, ay, Hinna is her name. It is a farewell firom Captain 
(Cleveland—you cannot refuse to give it her.” 

“ Ah, poor fellow I" said Halcro—” I comprehend—I compire- 
hend—Farewell, fair Armida— • 

* ’Mid plkea, and ’mid bulleta, ’mid temp««t and^fire, 

^Tho danger Is lem than tn hepelesa dealre.’ 

Tell me but this—is there poetry in it 

“Chokeful to the seal, with song, sonnet, a«ld elegy,” an- 
Hwcrt'd Biince,but let her have it cautiously and secretly.” 

“ Tush man 1 —teach me to deliver a billot^oux !—me, who 
have been m the Wits’ Coffoe-house, and liave seen<0X1 the toasts 
(if thfi Kit-Cat Club I—Minna shall have it, then, fof’old 
acquaintauoe' sake, Mr. Altainoul, and for your Captain’s sake, 
too, who has less ifjf the core of devil about him, than hia trade 
requires. Inhere cjan be no harm m a fawwell letter.” 

“ Farewelk then, old boy, for ever and a day j" said Bunce ; 
ami seising the jKH’t’s baud, gave it so hearty a gripe, that he 
left him rf^arfug and shaking hia fist, like a dog when % hot 
eiiiiler has fallen or his foot. * 

Bckving the rover t6 return on board the vessel, we remain 
with the family of Magnus Troil, assembled at their kinsn^p’s 
mansion of Stonnis, here they mainiamed a constant and care¬ 
ful watch against surprise. 

M<v*dauiit Mertoun luul lieen received 'ft’ith much kindness by 
Magnus ^'loil, when he came to his assistance, with a small 
jmrty of Koma's dependants, placed by her under his command. 
The Udaller was easily satisfied that the,xejK)fts instilled into 
his ears by tbb Yagger, zealous to augment his favour towanls 
his more profitable customer, Cleveland, by diminisldng that of 
Mertoun,* were without foundation. They bad, indeed, been 
confirmed by the good Lady Glowrowrmn, and common 
fame, lioth of whom were pleased to represent ^ordaunt Mer¬ 
toun as an arrogant pretender to the faveur of the sisteia of 
Burgh Wostra, who only hesitated, sultan-like, on whom he 
should bestow the handkerchief But common fame, Magims 
considered, was a common liiur, and he was someHmea disposed 
^'here scandal was concerned) to record the good Lady Glow- 
rownmi as lather an usootnisozi specunen of the same genua. 
He therefore received Mordaunt once more into ihll fhvour, 
listened with much surprise to the daim which Noma laid to 
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the young m&n'fl duty, and with no less interest to her intention 
of surrendering to him the oonsidei'able property whieh she had 
inherited from her father. Nay, it is even probable that, thotigh 
he gave no immedirfte answer to her bints couching a union 
betwixt his eldest daughter and her heir, lie might think snob 
an alUanco reoommended, as well by the young man’s personal 
merits, as by the clianee it gave of reuniting the very large estate 
which had been divided betwixt Ins own father and that of 
Noma. At all events, the Udaller received,his young friend 
with much kindness, and Jie and the propnetor of the mansion 
jiuned in intnisting to him, as the youngest and most active of 
tiiQ, party, *tho charge of conpnanding the nightfWatch, and 
. relieving the seutintils around the House of Stennis. • 


CHAPTER FORTIETH. 

Of an oiitlawe, this is t^e la??o— 

^That iTKisu him take ami bind, 

Without lutie haag’d to im, 

Ambwaive with the wfud. 

The IiAU.AO oe tjik Xr'T-BKow?i Maid 

Mordaunt had caused the sentinels who had linen Tm* duty 
since midnight to Ite relieved ere the iwi*]! of day, and having 
given dire<'tioti8 that the guard should Ix) again ehangf^i at sun- • 
nse, he had rlftirei# to a small parlour, and, piaediig h s arms 
lichide him, was slumbering in an easy-choir, when he felt him¬ 
self pulled by the w^teli-cloak in which he was enveloped. 

** Is it sunrise,” said he, “ already ?” os, 8tarting*up, he dis¬ 
covered the first Ixjams lying level ujwn the hopwt>n. 

*‘ Mordaunt 1” said a voice, every note of which thrilled to his 
heoft * 

He turned his eyes on the speaker, and Brenda Troll, to Ids 
joyfid astonishment, stood before him. As ho* w^as ai>ont to 
addrm her eagerly, he was checked by oliserving the signs of 
fioirow and discomposiu^ in her pale cheeks, treipblmg bps, and 
brimful eyes. * # 

Mordaunt," she iiaid, *' you must do Minna afld me a favour 
— you must allow us «o leave the house quietly, and without 
vui* xin . 2 F , 
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almnniDg aoy one, in ord(^ to go as far as the Standing Stonw 
of Stennis,” 

fi’eak can tliis be, dearest Brenda?'* said Moidatmt, 
much amazed at the request—some Orcadian obserrance oi 
superstition, jierhaps; but the time is too dangerouf, and mj 
charge from (jfour father too strict, that I should permit you to 
pass without hia consent Consider, dearest Brenda, I un a 
soldier on duty, and must obey orders." 

“ Mordaunt," said Brenda, “ this is no jesting matteor—Mnma’s 
reason, nay, Minna’s life, depends on your giving us this per¬ 
mission/’ 

“And foi^what purpose?" said Mordaunt; “let ibe ^ least 
know tv at" 

“ For a wild and a desperate pUiTiose,” replied Brenda —" It Ss 
that she may meet Cleveland " 

“ Clevolami'!" said Mordaunt—“ Should the villain come 
ashore, he ahal' lie welcomtd with a shower of nfle-boUs. Let 
lue within a hundred jards of him,” be added, grasping hw 
pitH‘6, “ and ^11 the mischief he has done me shall be balanced 
with an ounce bullet > ” 

“Hia death will drive Minna frantic," said Brenda; “and 
lum who iiyurca Minna, Brenda will never again look upon.” r 

“ This is madness—raving madness said Mordaunt-—“ Con¬ 

sider your honour—consider your duty.” 

“ 1 can cottsider nothing but Minna’s danger,” said Brenda, 
breaking iip-o a flood of tears ; “ her fonuer illness W'as nothing 
^ to the state she has been in ^1 night She holds in her hand 
hia letter, written in characters of fire, rather thftn of ink, im¬ 
ploring her to see him for a last farewell, as she would save a 
mortal body and an immortal soul, pledging himself for her 
safety, and deolariiig no power sliail force him from the coast 
till he has seen her.—You muH let us pass." 

“ It is impossible *" replied Mordaunt, in great perplexity— 
“ This nitflan has imprecations enough, doubtlhss, at his Angers’ 
ends—^but what better pledge has he to oflTer?—I cannot permit 
Minna to go,” * 

“ I suppose,” said Brenda, somewhat reproachfidly, while she 
difeii her tears, yet still continued sobbing, “ that there is some¬ 
thing in what Noma s|^ke of betwixt Minna and you; and that 
you are too jtialoas cd* this poor wretch, to allow him even to 
speak with her an instant before his departure.’ 
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** You are aatd Hordaont, hurt^ and yet somewhat 

flattered by her suspicions,—“ you are as uiyust as you Un- 
pradmt You knoW'-*-yo\i oumot but Itnow—that Minna is 
chiefly dear to me iis your sister. Tell me, Brenda—and tell me 
truly—if I aid you in this folly, have you no suspicion of tho 
Pirate^s foith 1” • 

No, none,*’ said Brenda; if I had any, do you think I would 
urge you thus 1 He is wild and unhappy, but 1 think we may 
in this trust him.” 

“ Is the appointed pl%oe the StandiJUg Stones, and tlie time 
daybreak 1” again demanded Mordaunt. 

“ It is,•and the time is con|/B,” said Brenda,—*‘/or Heaven’s 
let us depart 1” « • 

• " I will myself,” said Mofdaunt, “ relieve the sentinel at the 
frontsdoor foy a few mmiitos, and suffer ydii to pass.—You will 
not protract this interview, so bill of danger T' 

We will not/’ said Brenda; “ and you, oit your part, will 
not avail yourself of this unhappy man's vei^turmg hitlfbr, to 
harm or to seize him 1” * 

“ Itely on my Ifonour,” said Mord%unt*~“ He shall^have no 
harm, unless he o%rs any.” 

** Then 1 go to coll my sister,” said Bronda, and quickly left 
the apartment, * 

Mordaimt considered the matter for on instant, and then, 
going to tlie sentinel at the front door, he desired hfm«to run 
instantly to the mam^guard, and order the whole dto turn out 
with their arms—to see the order obeyed, and to ret .m wheis 
they were in teaduiess. Meantime, he himself, he savj, would 
remain upon the post. 

During the inlervai of the sentinel’s absence, the front rltKjr 
was slowly opened, and Minna and Brenda appeared, mufflcid 
in their mantles. The former leaned on her aii#er, and kept her 
, face bent ozv the ground as one who felt ashamed of the step 
sh%^ was about t<f take. Brenda also passed her lover in silence, 
but threw back upon him a look of gratitude and affection, 
which doubled, if possible, hU anxiety for their‘safety. 

The sasteais in the meanwhile passed out of sight of the house; 
when Minna, whose st^, till that time, bad .been faint and 
feeble, hegm to erect her peiton, and ^ walk with a pace so 
firm and to swift, that Brenda, who had some dflfleuity to keep 
up with her. could not forbear remonstmtiag on the h^prudence 



436 WAVERLEY NOVELL. 

of hurryin^^ her spirita, and exhausting her force, by such ufr 
necefcwary haste. 

“Feftr not, my Nearest sister,” said Minna; “the spirit 
which I now ieel will and must sustaiii me through the dread¬ 
ful interview. I could not but move with a drooping head, and 
a <i(‘je(ted paoo, while I was in view of one who must nec^iseanly 
docra me deserving of his pity, or his scorn. But you know, 
ntj dearest Brenda, and Mordaunt shall also know, that the lov( 
T iKire to that ui»happy man w'as as pure as the rays of that 
Hun, that IS now reflected on the waves* And I dare attest that 
glorious Bun, and yonder blue heaven, to bear me witness, that, 
hut to urge him to change his unhappy roursefcof iife,l had not, 
for all th-c tcmptatiouB this round world holds, ever consented to 
HOC him more ” . ‘ * 

As she sjioke tluiff,*in a tone which afforded much conflJence 
to Brenda, the sisters attained the summit “bf a rising ground, 
whence tliey c<vinmnndcd a full view of the Orcadian Stone- 
hengft, consisting of a huge circle and semicirolo of the Standing 
Stoncrt, as they are callivl, which already glimmered a grejuph 
w'hite in, the rising sifn, fi^id projected far to ihe westward their 
long gigantic shadow's At another fame the scene would have 
<'j>erated i>owerfuHy on the imaginative mmd of Minna, an(l- 
mtercated the curiosity at least of her eibnsitive sister. But, at 
this moment, neither was at leisure to receive the impressions 
which, tb'is ptujiendoUB monument of antiquity la so well calai- 
lated to miprees on the feelings of those who behold it; for 
.tliey saw m the lower lake, beneath wliat is termetl the Bridge 
of Broisgar, a b(^t W'ell manned and armed/ W’hidi hod disem- 
liarked one of its crew, who advanced alone, and wrapped in a 
naval cloak, towards that monumental circle ^ich they them¬ 
selves wrere klwit to reacli from another quiurter 

“They are many, and they are armed,” said the startled 
Bmida, in a whisper to her sister. 

“It 18 fbr precaution's soke,” answered MinAa, “ which, alas I 
their condition renders but too necessary. Fear no treacheiy 
from him—that, at least, is not liis vice.” 

As she spoke, or shortly afterwards, she attained the centra 
of*the circle, on which, in the midst of the tail erect pillars of 
rude stone that are around, lies one flat and prostrate, 

supported by short atone pillars, of which some relics are still 
visible, that had once served, perbajis, tlie purpose of an altar 
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**H€re/' she said, heatheu times (if we may btdieire* 
legendfl, which have coat me but too dear) our ajicostors offered 
sacrifices to heatlien deities—and Imro ,wiU I, from any aoul, 
renounce, abjure, fuid offer up to a better and a more ra<u^nful 
God than was known to them, the vam ideas with which ray 
youthfiil imagination has been seduced.” • 

She stood by the proatmte table of stone, mid saw Cleveland 
advance towai^ her, with a timid pace and a downcast look, 
as different from his usual diaracter and Jx;aring, as Mimm’g 
high air and lofty dem^iaiiour, and cakn contemplative i>o,sturo, 
were <ii8tant from Ihme of the lo\e-Ioru ainl bn)koU'heart4Ml 
i^iaiden, ^'hose had ajmost bonio domi the 8upix)rt of 

her as she left the,hoiy»e of Stennis. If th% belief of 
‘those 18 true, who assign tlltse singular monuinouts exclusively 
to tjhe Dmkls, Minna might Ivave seegtfd the lluxa or high 
priestess of the or(!er, whom some charajfion of the tribe 
expected manguratiou. Or if wc hold the ciriles of Gothic and 
S^'andinaviaii ongin, she might have seemed a deswnded^S^sum 
f>f Freya, the spouse of the Thiiiidering l>eity, liefffre whom some 
liold 8ea King or Champion bent with an awe, which no raeic 
mortal terror i-xndd have mflicted u|Km him Brenda, over 
••whelmed with inexpressible fear and doubt, romameil a pa<c 
or two behind, auxioflsly oliserving the motions of (/levelimd, 
and attending'to nothing around, save to him end to her sustci ^ 

Cleveland approached within two yards of Minmi; mid licnt 
his head to the ground. There wus a <h)atl jiaus^ until Minim 
said, ui a firm but melancludy tone, Unhappy man. why 
thou seek this aggravation of our woci Depart in ..eace, ami 
may Heaven direct time to a Ixdter coursii tliaii that wliich thy 
life has yet hefil!” 

“ Heaven will not aid me,” said Cleveland, ** exisipting liy 
your voice, I came hither rude and wild, saorw knowing that 
my trade, »iy desperate traile, was more criminal m the sight 
t;rf man or of Heaven thmi that of tho«e jinvajeerM whom your 
law acknowledges, I was bred in it, and, hut for the wishes 
you have em^ouraged me to form, i should have pcrlia]is died 
in it, desperate and impenitent. Oh, do not throw me from 
'you} let me do someiiimg to redeem what I have done amiss, 
and do not leave your own Work half finished!” 

**Cleveland/' said Minna, “I will not rdiiroach you with 
abusing my inexperience, or with availing yourself of those 
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delufdona which the credulity of early youth had fltuig around 
me, and which led me to confound your fatal csourse of life with 
the deeds of our ancitnt heroes, ! when I saw your ihl- 
loweni, that illusion was no more I—but I db not upbraid you 
with its haring existed. Go, Cleveland; detach yourodf from 
tliose misembk) \rretcho8 with whom you are associated, and 
believe me, that if Heaven yet grants you the means of distin¬ 
guishing your name by one ^ good or glorious action, there are 
eyes left m these lonely islands, that will weep as mucli for joy, 
—they must now do for sorrow.”, 

“And is this all?” said Cleveland; “and may not I hope, 
that if I extricate myself from my present ass«;iat(»-^^if I can. 
gain my |mrdon by lieing as bold imtbe right, as I have been 
too often in the wrong cause—if, rifter a tenn, I care not how' 
long—but still a tend which may have an end, I rmn bodait of 
having reileeined my fame—^may I not—mdy I not hope that 
Minna may forgive what my Ood and my country'shull have 
pardoseil ?” . 

“ Never, Cleveland, never,” said Minna, with the iitmosS' 
finnin^MSis; “on this spot we |>art, and part forever, and part 
without longer indulgence Tlimk of me as vf one dead, if you 
^‘ontiiiuo as you now are, but if, which may Heaven grant, you** 
<‘hange your fatal course, think of me then as one, whose mom- 
,ing and evening prayers will lie for your happing, though she 
has h^t, her own.—Farewell, Cleveland 1” 

Ho knetdod, ovei*jKiwcre<i by his own bitter feelings, to take 
the hand which she held out to him, and m that instant, his 
(■^mfidant Bunce, starting from behind one of the large upright 
pillars, his eyes wet with tears, exclaimed— 

“ Never saw such a parting 8(‘ene on any sfage ! But I’ll be 
d—d if you lAake your exit as you expect I” 

And so saying, ere Cleveland could employ either remon¬ 
strance or resistance, and indeed before he could get upon his 
fi^et, he easily secur^ him by pulling him dowh on his bock, 
BO that two or three of the boat’s crew seised him by the arms 
and legs, and began to hurry him towards Hie lake. Mimta and 
Brenda shrieked and attempted to fry; but Derrick snatched tip 
the former with as much ease as a falcon poxmees on a pigeon, 
while Bunco, witli an oath Which were intended to be of 
a consolatory nature, seii^ on Brenda; and the whole party, 
with two or three cf the other pirates, who, stealing from ike 
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wnter-fdde, had aocompanied them on the ambuscade, began 
hastily to run towards the boat, which was left in charge of 
two of their number. Thedr ooui'se, howev^, was unexpectedly 
intemipted, and criminal purpose entiitdy frustrate. 

When Idordaunt Mertoun hf^ turned out ys guard in arms, 
it was with the natural purpose of watching over the safety of tiio 
two fdateiB. Tliey had accordingly closely observed the motions 
of the pirates, and when they saw so pany of tliom leave the boat 
and steal towards the place of rendezvous aesigued to Olevchiud, 
they naturally suspected treachery, wid by cover of au old hollow 
way or trench, which perhaps had anciently l)oen connected with 
thg monuifiental circle, they ba^ tlirown themselves iiuperceiveti 
l^tween the pirates and thc^r bgpt. At the cries of tlii sisters, 
tbey started up and placed tilbinselves in the way of the mffiaais, 
preseifting thsir pieces, which, notwithstvMing, they dared not 
fire, for fear of buffcing the young ladies, securM as they were 
in the rude* grasp of the marauders MordauWt, however, ad¬ 
vanced with the speed of a wild deer on B^nce, who, 4oath 
W quit his prey, ypt unable to defend himself otbiWise, turned 
to this side and that alternately, exi)g8in|f Brenda to tjie blows 
which Mordaunt offered at him. This defence, however, proved 
In vain against a youth^ jwaseMsed of the lightest foot and most 
active hand ever known in Zetland, and aller a feint or two, 
Mordaunt brought the pirate to the ground with a stroke from 
the butt of the carabine, which he dared not use iTthprwi/ie. 
At the same tune fireanus were discharged on eitlnjr side by 
thi«M} who were liable to no mich cause of forbearance, uid thi^ 
pirates who bad diold of Cleveland, dmppe^ him, naturally 
enough, to provide for their own defence or retreat. Bet tlicy 
only added to fhe^numbers of their enemies; for Cleveland 
perceiving Mmna m the arms of Derrick, snatched her from the 
ruffian with one hand, and with the other shot him dead on the 
spot Two sr three more of the pirates fell or were taken, the 
^Qst fled to theif boat, pushed off, then turned fheir brotviside 
to the shore, and fired repeatedly on the Orcadian party, which 
they return^, with little hyury on either side. Meanwhile 
Mordaunt having first seen that the sisters were at liberty and 
in Ml fiii^t towards the house, advaiiccti on ^Cleveland with 
his cutlass drawn. The pirate pre»ent|jd a pistol, and calling 
out at the same time,—Mordaunt, I never nfissed my aim," 
he fired into the air, and threw it into the lake; then drew his 
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cutlaiis, brandished it round his head, and flung that also, as iai 
as his arm could send it, in tiie same direction. Yet such ^as 
the inivcTsal belief of his personal strength and resources, that 
Mordannt still used" precaution, as, advancing on Cleveland, he 
asked if he surrendered 1 , 

I Burrcii 4 er to no man,” said the Pirate captain; “but you 
may see I have thrown away my weapons.” 

He was immediately seized by some of the Orcadians, with¬ 
out his oflering any resietlhco; but the instant mterference of 
Mordaunt prevented his being roiighljr treated or bound. The 
victors conducted him to a wdl-secured upper apartment in the 
House of Stennis, and placed a sentinel at the door. Bunc^ 
and l>oth of whom had been stretched on the field 

diirmg the skirmish, were lodged in the same chamber, and 
two prisoners, who ij^ieared of lower rank, w’ere^confined in a 
vault Iwilongiug to the mansion. 4 

Without preientling to desenbe tlie joy of Kagnus TroU, 
who,, when awakened by the noise and firing, found his daugh¬ 
ters safe, and his enemy a jjrisoner, we shall only say, it was ro 
grt‘at, that he forgot, for tht' time at least, to inquire what 
tircumstknces were those*^which ha«i place^ them in danger, 
and that he hugged Mordaunt to his breast a thousand time^« 
as then preserv'd , and swore as ofteii by the bones of his 
samkd uamcHako, that if he had a thousand daughters, so tight 
a lad, and so true a friend, should have tlie ch 6 ice of them, let 
Ijtidy tTlowr^rum say what she w^ould 

A very dnfereut scene was jiassiug in the prison-chamber of 
1;he unfortunate Cleveland and his associates.,,, The Obtain sat 
by tlie window', hia eyes bent on the prospect of the sea which 
it presented, and w'as seemingly so intent on it, as to be 
Lnm‘n.yible of the presence of the others. ‘Jack Bunco stood 
meditating some euds of verse, in order to make bis advances 
towards a reconciliation with Cleveland, for he Jiegan to be 
sensible, from the consequences, that the port he had played 
towards his Captain, however well intended, was neither lucky 
in its issue, nor likely to be well taken. His admirer and 
adherout Pletelier lay half asleep as it seemed, on a truckle-bed 
in ttie room, without the least attempt to interfere in the con¬ 
versation which’ensued. 

“ Kay, but speak to *me, Clement,” said the penitent Ueu* 
tenant, “ if it be but to swear at me for my stupidity,— 
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* What 1 not aa oath!—^Nay, then, the world goee hani. 

If Chflbrd cannot apare hia fnendii au oath.' *' 

**I prithee peace, and be gone!" said C^vdand, “I•have 
(me bosom frimid left yet, and you will make me bestow its 
contents oi^you, or on myself," 

“ I have it," said Bunce, “ I have it 1" and on he,went in the 
vein of Jaffior— 

' Then, by th« holl I merit, rU not leave thee, 

Till to thyself at leant thou’rt reoonoUed, 

However thy reaeatraent deal with me ^ " 

“ I pray you once more Jo be silent,” said Cleveland—“ Is it 
not enough that you have undone me with your treachery, but 
vod*must stun mo with yom sJlly buflboncryl—wot^^d not 
hafe lielievod you would havedifted a finger agamst me, Jack, 
of any Hum or (Jevil in yonder unhappy slii|^*l 

“ Who, It" exckinied B;yno.e, “ I lift a finger ’agamst you ' 
—and if I did it was in pure love, and to make yoii the happiest 
^ fellow that ever trod a deck, with your mistrosa beside you, and 
lift> fine fellows at your command. Here is Diok fletcher •can 
Iwar witness I did*a}l for the t»est, if ho would but speak, 
ihstead of lolloping ^hcre Uke a Butch dogger laid up* to be 
corpened.—Get up, Dick, and sjieak for me, won’t yout" 

“ Why, yes, Jack Bunttj," answered Fletcher, raising himself 
with difilculty and speaking ieebly, “ I w ill if 1 tvm—and I 
always knew you <Qx»ke and did for the Isat—but howsonidever, 
d’ye see, it has turned out for the worst foi me this tpuc. for I 
am bleeding to death, 1 think," • 

“You cannofr be #uch an assl" said Jack Bunce, spnugitig 
to his assistance, as did Cleveland But luimah ai<l camo too 
late—he sank back* on the bed, and, tuniiug on his face, expired 
without a groan. * * 

“I alwayiB thought him a d—d fool," said Bun(*, as he 
wiped a tear from his eye, “but never such a consummate 
idiot as to hop the perch so sillily. 1 have lost the Ipit follower " 
—and he again wiped his eye. 

develand looked on the dead body, the ruggiAl features of 
which had remamed unaltered by the denth-pang—“ A bulb 
dog;" he said, “ of the true British b^e^^d, and, with a better 
counsellw, would have been a bettet man." 

“ You may say that of some other folks, too, C*tptain, if you 
are miiidad to do them justice," said Bunca 
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1 may indeed, and especially of yourself/’ said CkveUmd 
in reply. 

“ Why than, q(iy, I forgive s^ Buned; ** if« 

but a short wo^, and soon spoken.” * 

“ I forgive you from all my soul, Jack,” said Olerelaitd, who 
hod resumed his situation at the window; ^and the rather 
that your fully is of little consequence—the morning is come 
that must bring ruin on us all.” 

“ What! you are thinking of the old woman’s prophecy you 
spoke of?” said Bunce. * 

“ It will be soon accomplished,” answered Cleveland. Come 
hither; what do you take yoja large stiuare-riggeH vessel for, 
that yi>u see doubling the hp^lend on the east, and openmg 
the Bay of Stromness 

“ Why, I can’t iqjike her well out,” said Bunf©, “ but yonder 
is old Goffo takes her for a West JndiaihaD loaded with rum 
and sugar I suppose, for d—n me if he does not «lip cable, wid 
strtud out to hfr !” 

“ Instead of nmning into the shoal-water, which was*his 
only safety,” said Olfcveliitid.—“ The fool ’ tlie dotard ’ the drivel¬ 
ling, drunken idiot •—he will get his flip^hot enough ; for yon 
iH the Halcyon—See, she hoists her colours and ftree a brond- 
flide ! aud there will soon lie an end of the Fortune's Favourite ! 
I only hope they will fight her to the last plank. The Boatswain 
uscd^torlie stanch enough, and t>o is Goffe, though an mcamate 
demon —^Tow she sbixits away, with ail the sail she can spread, 
and that show#some sense.” 

“ Up goes the Jolly Hodge, the old blaclf flag, with the 
death’s head and hour-glass, and that shows some spunk,” 
added his oimrade. ^ * 

“ The hbur-glass is turned for us, Jac^ for this bout—our 
sand is running fast.—Fire away yet, my roving ladsl The 
deep sea or the Hue sky, rather than a rope imd«a yard-arm.” 

There was.a moment of anxious and dead kilence: the idoop, 
though hard pressed, maintaining stUl a running fight, and the 
frigate contimiing in full chase, but scarce retaining a shot 
At length the vessels neareti each other, so as to show that the 
man-of-war intended to board the sloop, instead of nnkiiig 
her, probably* to sacqre the plunder which might be in Hie 
pirate vessel ^ 

“ Now. Goffe-—now, Boatswain !” exclmmed Cleveland, in an 
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eostaiqr of impationoet and os if they^ could liave beard liia 
ooumuuids, ** stand bj sheets and tacks—rake her with a broad- 
sidd, when yon are under her bows, thou abou^ ship, and ge off 
on the other took like a wild-goose. The sails ^ivor—tlio 
holm’s a-leof— Ah 1—deep-sea sink the lubbers I—they mm 
stays, and the fngate runs them aboard 1” « 

Accordingly the various manoeuv/es of tlie chase had brought 
them so near, that Cleveland, with his spy-glass, could see the 
man-of-war's-men boarding by the yards and, Itowspnts \n 
irresistible numbers, their qAked cutlasses doslimg in the sun, 
when, at tliat cnticol moment, both ships w^ure eDvelojH^d in a 
cloud thick black smoke, whicli suddenly arose on b^rd the 
captured pirate. • • 

“ISxeunt omnes,” said Buuce,*with clafljjed hands. 

“ Theiw went ^he Fortune's Favourite dni? and crow," sai<l 
Cleveland, at the samePinstaitf 

But the smoke, unmodiately clearing away, showed that the 
damage liod only been jiartial, and that, from want yf a suflioieftl 
quanSity of fiowder, the pirates hail faiknl in their* desperaU? 
atteuipt to blow up tfleir vessed with tho^Haltyon. , 

Shortly after the action was over, Captain Weatherjiort of 
tlie«iialcyon sent an ojSioer and a party of luarinea to the House 
of Stennis, to demand from* the little garrison the pirate seamen 
who were their prisoners, and, m particular, Cleveland and 
Bunco, who acted as Captain and LicuUuiant of the gang.* • 

This was a demand which was not to be resisted^ though 
Magnus Trofl could have wished sincerely tliat tflo roof ’ oder 
which he lived liad dieen allowed as an asyluig at least to 
Cleveland. But the otticeFe orders were pereniptory; and he 
added, it was Captaiq Wcatherjxirt’s intention to land the 
oUmr prisoners, and send the whole, with a sufBcunft escort, 
acroaa the island to Kirkwall, in order to underg^y an exaniina- 
tioii there befori^ the civil authorities, previous to their being 
sent oJf to Iiondonibr trial at the High Court of .Admiralty. 
Magnus could therefore only intercede for good usage to Cleve¬ 
land and that he might not be stripped or plundered, which 
the officer, struck by his good mien, and compassionating his 
situation, readily promMed. The honest Udaller would have 
said something in tlie way of dbtnfort tq Cleveland himself, 
but he could not find words to express it, and only shook his 
heed 
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“ Old friend,” said Cleveland, “yon may have much to com 
plain of—yet you pity instead of exulting over me—for the 
sakb of you ond^yours, I will never harm human being more. 
Take this from me—my last hope, but my last temptotion 
also”—he drew from hw bosom a pocket-pistol, and gave it to 
Magnus IVoil “ Remember me to—But no—let every one 
forget me.—I am your pnsoner, sir,” said he to the officer. 

“ And I also,” said poor Bunce; and putting on a theatrical 
countenance, he ranted, with no very perceptible faltering in 
Ins tone, the words of Pierre— 

** ‘ Captain, you should be a gentleman of honour. 

Keep off the rabble,*that 1 may have mom 
“ To entertain my fate, etui die with decency.’ ” 


CBLAPTER FORTY-FIRST. 

Joy, joy, m Omdon novr! 

SoiTTUET 

J 

The news of the captuie of the Rover reached Kirkwall afctout 
an hour liefoie newin, and lilkxl all men with wonder and w'lth 
joy Little biismeas was that day done at the Fair, wdiikt 
IH'f'ple of all ages and occupations streamed from the place to 
see the pnsouers as they were marched towards Kirkw'all, and 
to triumph ifi the different apiiearance which tliey now bore, 
from that which they bail formerly exhibited wdieu ranting, 
swaggering, and bid lying in the streets of that town. Tlie 
bayonets of the marines were soon seen ib glisten in the sun, 
and theif came on the melancholy troop of captives, handcuffed 
two and two together. Their finery had been partly tom from 
them by their captors, jmrtly hung in raga about them ; many 
were wounded and covered with blood, rfiaay blackened and 
scorched with the explosion, by which a few of the most deeperate 
had in vain stnveu to blow up the vessel. Most of them seemed 
f sullen and imi>enitent, some were more becomuigly affected with 
their condition, and a few braveil it out, and sung the bame 
ribald songs to whi<^ they hhd made the atrecfte of Kirkwall 
ring when fney were in their frolics. 

The Boatswain and Goffe, coupled together, exhausted chem 
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aelveft in threats and imprecations a^rainst oaoli other, the 
former chaii^ng GofFe with want of He-amanahip, and the latter 
alleging that the Boatswain had prevmited hijn iVom firing the 
powder that was atovs&d forward, and sending them all to the 
other world, together. La«t came Cleveland and Bimce, who 
ore permitted tcj walk unshacklod j tlio decent aielancholy, 
yet resolvwl manner of the former, contrasting atrongly with 
the stage strut and swagger which poor Jack thought it Htting 
to assume, m onler to conceal some h^ digyifieti emotions. 
The former was Kxiked u{sin with compassion, tlie latter with 
a mixture of stwirn ainl pity, while most of the others inspm'd 
horror, and eten fear, by their Ich^s and their language. 

TJicre waa one imlividuai yi Kirkwall who was sti faiafrorn 
hoHfrenmg to the sight wJuclf attract<T<i all «*yo.s, that ho '\^as 
not evera aware ^^f the event which agitated •the town. Thin 
was the elder Mertoun, whijpe n'sidetice Kiikwall hful licxin for 
two or three days, part of whicli hod Ikuui sjient^n atteiuhng 
to some judicial proceedings, undertaken at the jystonce of the 
J^io« 4 URitor“FitfCfi], against that grave professor BryceNnailsloot 
III consequence of ail inquisition into tjie procciidmgs q^’ tins 
worthy trader, Clevedmd'H chest, with his |wiper» and utlicr 
may.Jer8 therein contained, had Irntm restored to Mertoun, as the 
lawi^al custodier thereof, iflitil the right <twner should Iwi in n 
situation to establish hw right to them Mertoun was at first 
desirous to throw Ifeck ujxm Justice the charge which sFle,p'iis 
(U«j)o8otl mtmst with him , but on j>erusing one or t)l the 
]>aperB he liastily rhiingeil his mind—in broken wordslasted 
the Magistrate lc4 the chest be sent to his jodgliig>' and 
hastening homeward, bolted himself into the room, to consider 
and digest the singiflor mformation w'hich chance had thus coii' 
veyed to lum, and which increased, in a tenfold d<^|gree, his 
impatience for an interview with the mystenous ‘Noma of the 
Fitful Head. , 

It may be remembered that she had reriuired of, him, when 
they met in the churchyard of Saint Ninian, tf> attend in tlio 
outer aisle of the cathedral of Saint Magnus, at the hour of 
noon, on the fifth day of the Fair of Saint 011a, there to meet 
a pemon by whom the fate of Mordaunt would be ^explained to 
him.—“ It must be herself,'* he wid; ** lynd that*! should see 
her at this moment is indispensable. How to find her sooner 
1 know not, and better lose a few hours even in this exigence 
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than offend her by a premature attempt to force myself cm her 
presence,” 

Long^ tberoforQ, before noon—^long before the town of Kirk¬ 
wall was agitated by the news of the events on the other side cff 
the island, the elder Mertoun was pacing the deserted aisle of 
the cathedral, awaiting, with agonising eagerness, the expected 
communication from Noma. The bell tfdled twelve—-no door 
oftened—no one was seen to enter the catliedral j but the last 
sfjunds had not., ceased to reverberate through the vaulted roof, 
when, gliding from one of the intenor side aisles, Noraa stood 
before him. Mertoim, mdiffemit to the apparent mystery of 
her sudden approach (with t^e secret of which"^he re^er is 
atHjusinted), went up to her at once, with the earnest ejaculation 

— “ TJlla—Ulla Troll—aid me to save our unhappy boy !” 

“ To Ulla TtojI/' said Norna, I answer pot—I j,ave that 
name to the winds on the night that cosi. me a father.” 

“ Speak nut of that night of horror,” said Mertoun; *' we have 
need our reason—let us not tlimk on re(X)llections which may 
destroy it‘, but aid me, if thou caust, to save our unfortunate 
child i» • 

“ Vauglian,” answered Noma, “ he is already saved—long 
Slum saved; think you a mother’s hand*—and that of such a 
mother as I am—would await your 'crawling, tardy, meffectual 
assistance 1 No, Vaughan—I make myself knovii to you but 
to ^how my triumph over yon—it is the only revenge which the 
jiowerfuh Norna permits herself to take for the wrongs of Ulla 
Trod.” 

“ Have yon indeed saved him—saved him frtfm the murderous 
crew r* said Mertoun or Vaughan—“speak ’—and spcidc tnith ! 
—I will l>eheve oveiy'thing—^all you w^d require me to assent 
to 1—^prove to me only he is escaped and safe!" 

“ Escaped and safe by my means,” said Noma—“safe, and 
111 assuranee of an honoured and happy alliance. Yes, great 
unbeliever yes, wise and self-opinion^ ^iidel 1—these were 
tlic works of Noma! I knew you many a year since; but mvet 
hod 1 made myself known to you, save with the triumphant 
aniscioosneas of having controlled the destiny that threatened 
luy BOO. All combined against him—^planets which threatened 
drowning—combinations whkh mena^ blood^—but my skiH 
was superiol to all—I arranged—I combined—I found means 

— I made them—disaster has been averted;—and what 
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infidel on or stubborn demon bejrond the boimdsof earth, 
shall hereaiter deny my power f' 

The wild oostai^ with which she spoke ^ much resembhvi 
triumpbimt insanity, that Mertoun answered—** Were your pro- 
teudona lei|s lofty, and your speech more plain, I should be 
better assured of my son’s safety.” • 

** Doubt on, vain sceptic!” said Nwma —** And yet know, that 
not only is our son safe, but vengeance is mine, though I sought 
it not—'Vengeance on the powerful implement of^he darker Influ^ 
encos by whom my schemes^were so often tha'arted, and even the 
life of my son endangered—Yes, take it as a guarantee of the 
tnith of my speech, tliat 01evelai\(l—the pirate Cleveland—©vtui 
no^*enters Kirkwall as a prisoner, and will soon expiatp with 
IiiH'hfe the having shed blowl Which is of km to Norna'a" 

“WIu» duist^thou say was prisjonerr' tjfclaimcd Mertoun, 
with a voice of thundfr— Iflio, woman, dkist thou say should 
expiate bis crimes with his lifet” • 

“Cleveland—the pirate Cleveland 1” answered^Noma; “and 
by me, whoso counsel he scorned, he lias been permitted to meet 
hifl fate.” ‘ ** 

a' i 

“Thou moat wret<;^ed of women !” said Mertoun, speaking 
fi-om between his clenched teeth—“ thou hast slain thy son as 
well as thy father I” * 

“ My 8(>a !—what son 1—what mean you ?—Mordaiint is your 
son—your only soA !" oxdairneti Noma—“is he notl—telj me 
(piickly—is he not?” 

“ Mordaunt is indeed my son,” said Mertoun—“ the i iws, at 
least, gave him to n^ as such—^But, 0 unliappy Clla : Olevo- 
land is your son as well as mine-*-bh>od of our blood, b me of 
our bone; and if ^ou have given him to death, 1 will end my 
wretched life along with him !" 

“ Stay—^bold—atop, Vaughan S” said Noma; “ I am not yet 
overcome—^prow but to me the truth of what you say, I would 
find help, if I should evoke hell!—^But prove your words, el»(j 
bdieve them I cannot ” 

“ Hum helpl wretched, overweening woman ’—In what have 
thy combinatimis and thy stratagems—^tbe legerdemain of lunacy 
—the mere quackery of insanity—in what have these involved 
thee 1—and yet I wiU speak to thee as Treasonable—nay, I wiD 
admii thee as powerftil*-»Hear, then, Ulla, the proofii which you 
demand, and find a remedy if thou eaost 
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“ When I fled from Orkney,” he continued, after a pause— 
“it it) now five-and-twenty yeans since—I bore with me tlie 
unhspppy olfeprmg^to whom you harl given light. It was sent 
to me by one of your kinswomen, with dh account of your ill¬ 
ness, whndi was soon followed by a generally receive ^lief of 
your )leatli/ It avails not to tell m what misery I left Bui ope. 
t found rt'fiige in Hispaniola, wherein a fair young Sjianiard 
undert(M)k the task of comforter. I married her—she became 
mother of the y/)uth eallwi Mordaunt Mertoun ” 

“ You married hei 1“ said Norna,, in a tone of deep reproach. 
“ I did, Ulla,” answertid Mertoun , “ hut you were avenged. 
She proved faithless, and her intidelity left me m dotibte wl^ether 
tlie (‘l^'hl she bore ha<.l a right to call me father—But I also was 
avenged ” ' 

“You mmdered her said Noma, aith a dreadful i^riek. 

“ 1 dul that,” said Mertoun, without* a more direct reply, 
“winch mad'' an instant flight from Ilispaiwla neeCfiaary 
Ycnir son I earned with me to Tortuga, where we had a small 
HettleinenC Mordaunt Vaughan, niy son by marriage, about 
three or four years younger, was residing in Port Koyal for the 
ad vantages of an Engli.sh education. f,resolvc<l never to see 
him again, but I continued to 8Up|)ort him Our wdtlement was 
plmiden'd bv the Sjiauiarda wdien (Element was hut fifteen — 
Want came to aid despair and a troubled conHciern'e, I became 
a ('orsirfr, and involved Clement in the same desjierato trarle. 
Ills skill and hravo'rv', though then a mere Iwy, gameii him a 
scfMirate command , and after a lapse of two or three years, 
while we wt>re on different cruises, my crew ftise on me, and 
lett me for dead on the beach of one of the Bermudas 1 re- 
eoverewi, however, and my first inquiries, after a teviious illness, 
weie afte»‘ Clement He, I heard, had been adso marooned by 
a reliolbous ('fow', and put ashore on a desert islet, to pern>b 
with want—I lielieved he had so perished.” 

“And what nasim^ you that he did not*!” said Ulla; “or 
how TOines this Cleveland to be identifie<l with Vaughan P' 

“To chiuigo a name is common with such adventurers,” 
answered Mertoun, “and Clement had apparently found that 
v>f Vaughan had Ivecome t*.>o notorious—and this change, in his 
case, prevented me fpom hearing any tulings of bun. It was 
then that remorHe seised me, and that, detesting all natore, but 
especially the sex to which Ijonisa belonged, I resolved to do 
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penance in the islands of Zetland for the rest of my life 
To fiuhject myself to fasts and to the scourge was the wivico of 
the holy Oathollc priests whom I consult^ But I deirised a 
nobler penaooo—-I idetermined to bring with me the unhappy 
boy Mordjuint^ and to keep always before me the Uviug memorial 
of my misery and my guilt, I have done so, and I#have thought 
over both till reaiwn has often trembled on her tlirone. And 
now, to drive me to utter madness, ray Clement—my own, my 
undoubted son, revives from the dead to be (jinisigned to an in¬ 
famous death by the maq)iinations of his own mother ! '* 

“Away, away!” said Norna, with a laugh, when she ha<l 
he^d the litory to an end ; “ tjjiis is a legend trained by the old 
corsair, to intei'est my aid 14 favour of a guilty comratl^ How 
cftuld I mistake Mordaunt ^or luv son, their ages bemg ho 
difleroatr^ ^ 

“ The dark complexion and manly stature may have done 
miich," said* Basil Mertoun; “ strong imagmaiion must have 
duue the rent ” • 

• “ But give me proofs—give me iwoofs that thnf Cleveland m 
my son, and, l>elieve me, this sim shall sewuer sink m the east, 
tlian they shall liav^ power to liarm a lioir of hw hwid.^ 

“ These papers, these journals,” said Mertoun, offering the 
pocket-book. • 

“ I cannot read them,” she said, after an effort, “ ray brain is 
dizey." * • ^ 

“ CJloraent bad also tokens which ytsi may regiemlier, but 
they must have lieeome the booty of his captors He had 14 
silver box wfth a^ Runic mscription, with whmh, in 'u* other 
days, you presented me—a gtildeii chaplet.” 

“ A box I" said Norna, hastily , “ Cleveland gave me one but 
a day sinoe—I have never looked at it till now ” • 

Eagerly she pulled it out—eagerly examined the legend 
around the lid, and as eagerly exchumecl—^*Thcy may now 
mdeed call me Reimkonnar, for by this rh>Tne,l know myself 
murderess of my son, as well as of my father 1 ” 

The conviction of the strong delusion under which she had 
laboured, was so overwhelming, that she sunk down at the fwt 
of one of the pillars—Mertoun shouted for help, though in 
despair of receiving any; the sexton^ however, entered, an«l, 
hopeless all assiiitance from Noma, the dintnu^ted father 
rushed oat, to Icam, if possible, the fate of his son. 

vou xiti, 2 o 
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CHAPTER FORTY-SEOONU 

(k), some of yon, cry « reprieve I 

Bkooilii’s Opera 

I 

Captain Wbathebpoet had, before thia time, reached Kirk¬ 
wall in person, and was received with great joy and thankiUl' 
ness by the Magistrates, who had assembled in councU for the 
purpose. The Provost, in particular, eicpreescd himself delated 
with the providential arrival of the Halcyon, at the very con¬ 
juncture when the Pirate could ,not escape her. The Captain 
looked p little surprised, and said—“ For that, sir, you may 
thank the information you yourself supplwxl.” 

“ That I Hupphod-.” said the Prov(i8t, somewhat astoninhed. 

“ Yes, Hir," answered Captain We^theri^ort, “ I understand 
you to bo Geoirge Torfe, Chief Magistrate of Kirkwall, who 
subscribes this letter.’* 

Tlie astonished Provost took the letter addressed to Captain 
Weatherport of the Halcyon, stating the arrival, force, etc., of 
the piratee’ vessel, but adding, that they., had b^rd of the 
Halcyon being on the (x>ast, aud that they were on their guard 
and really to baffle hei, by going among the sboala, and through 
the islands and holms, where the frigate could not easily follow, 
and at^the worst, they were desperate enough to propose running 
the sloop ashore and blowing her up, by which much booty and 
^treasure would be lost to the captors. The letter, therefore, 
suggested, that the Halcyon should cruise l)etwixfc Duncansbay 
Head and Cape Wrath, for two or three days, to relieve the 
]>irates of the alarm her neighbourhood oocasioneil, and lull them 
into security; the more especially as the letter-writer knew it to 
be their intention, if the frigate left the coast, to go into Strom- 
uess Bay, and there put their guns ashore for some necessaiy 
repairs, or even for careening their vessel, if they could find 
means. The letter concluded hy assuring Capteun Weatherport, 
that, if he could bring his ftigate into Stromneas Bay on the 
morning of the 24th of August, he would have a good batgain 
of the pirates—if sooner, he was not unlikely to liiiss them. 

“This letter is not ^ my Wiiting or subscribing, CaptaiQ 
NVeatherport,” said the Provoet; ** nor would 1 have ventured 
to advise any dday in your coming hither " 
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The Obtain was surprised in his tunu '*All I know is^ 
that it reached ute when I was in the Bay of Thurso, and 
that I gave the ^t's crew that brought it iive dollars for 
crossing the Pentlaud Firth in very rough weather. They bad 
a dumb tiwarf as cockswain, the ugliest urchin my eyes ever 
opened upon. I give you much credit for the w^uracy of your 
inteUig^oe, Mr. Provost.” 

“ It is lucky as it is/’ said the Provost; yet I question 
whether the writer of this letter would not »ther that you had 
found the nest cold and tlie bird flown ” 

So sayj^g, he banded the letter to Magnus Trod, who r<y 
turned it with a smile, but •without any observation, aware, 
doubtless, with the Bagacion|i reader, that Noma had* her own 
reasons for calculating with accunwy on the date of the Hal- 
cyon’if amval* ^ • 

Without puzzling himaelf farther concerning a circumstance 
whidi seciifed inesqdicablc, the Captain reqflested that the 
examinations might pro^'ced , and Cleveland aiuL Altainolit, as 
fle chose to be calliid, were brought up the first of the pirate crew, 
on the charge of having acted as Captoin And Lieutenant They 
had just conunent'dl the examination, when, after some exjKistu- 
^tion with the officers^who kept the door, Basil Mertoun burst 
into the apartment and exclaimed, ”Take tlic old victim for the 
young one!—I $tn Basil Vaughan, too well knoMni on the win(l-< 
ward station—take my life, and spare my son’s !” • 

All were astonishixl, awl none more than Magnas Trod, who 
hastily explapied to the Magistrates and Cajitain W( atherfsvr^i 
that tliis gentlemlln hwi been living jieaceably and h neatly on 
the Mwnland Zetland for many years. 

“ In that case,” said the Captain, I wash my hands of the 
poor man, for he is safe, under two proclamations of mercy; 
and, by my aoul, when I see them, the father and his oflspnng, 
hanging on Sach other’s neck, I wish I could say as much ior 
the son.” * • 

“But how is it—how can it beP’ said the Provost: “we 
always called the old man Mertoun, and the young, Cleveland, 
and now it seems they are both named Vaughan.” 

“Vaughan,” answered M^us, “is a nanyj which I have 
some reason to remember: and, from what I have lately 
heard trom my oouain Noraa, tl^ old man*hiui a right to 
bear it” 
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“ And, I trust, the young man also,” said the Captain, who 
iiad been looking over a memorandum. “Listen to me a 
moment,” added he^ addressing the younger Vaughan, W'hom 
we have hitherto called Cleveland. “ Hark you, sir, your name 
is said to be Clement Vaughan—are you the same, who, then 
a mere boy, commanded a party of rovers, who, about eight or 
nine years ago, pillaged a Simnish village called Quempoa, on 
the .Spanish Main, with the purpose of seizing some treasured’ 

“ It will avail me nothing to deny it,” answered the prisoner. 

" said Captain Weatherport,* “but it may do you 
service to admit it,—Well, the moJeteers e8cai>ed with the 
treasure, while you were engaged in protecting, at the hazrrd 
of your fwn life, the honour of two' Spanish ladies against tlip 
bratabty of your followers. Do you remember any thing of 

this r ' > . " ' * 

“I am sure /do,” fsaid Jack Buncra, “foV our Captain here 
was marooned f<?r his gallantry, and I narrowly escrfp^ Hogging 
and pickling for having taken his part ” 

“When these fKimta are established,” said<Captain Weathcf- 
port, “ VgiUghan’ft life Is sa^'e—the women he «av^ were jiersons 
of quality, daugliters to the governor of tlic province, and ap¬ 
plication w^fls long since made, by the grateful S|Miuiard, to tmr* 
government, for favour to Iw shown to their preserver. I had 
, special orders about Clement Vaughan, when. I had a com- 
mission, fiir cruising upon tlie pirates, iu the West Indies, six 
or seven ytww smcc. But Vaughan was gone then as a name 
j^mongst them; and I heard enough of Cleveland m his room. 
How^ever, Captain, be you Cleveland or Vaughan, 1 think that, 
aa the Qiiein}xm hero, I can assure you a free pardon when you 
arrive m London.” 

Cleveland 'bowed, and the blood mounted to hia face. Mer- 
touu fell on his knees, and exhausted himself in thanksgiving to 
Heaven. They were removed, amidst the sympathising sola of 
the Hpectatore. . ‘ 

“ And now, good Master Lieutenant, what have you got to 
say for yourselfl” said Captain Weatherport to the ci*devant 

Ilo^iClUS. 

*“ Why, little or nothing, please your honour; only that I 
wish your honour eould fi^id my nehae in that hook of mercy yoa 
have in your hazM; for 1 stood by Captain dement Vaugluui in 
that Quempoa businesa.” 
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“You cftU yourtelf Frederick AltamontT’ said Oaptaia* 
Weatherport “I can see no such name here, one John 
Bounce, or Bunoe, the lady put on her taUeta/' » ^ 

“ Why, that ialne-^that is I myaeilf, uaptain—I can prove 
it; andfl am determined, tltougU the eound be something 
plebeian, rather to live Jack Bunco, than to haiig as Frederick 
AJtamont” 

“In that case/’ said the Oaptain, “I can give you some 
hopes as John Bunee.” 

“Thank your noble jyorship !” shouted Bunce; then chang¬ 
ing hts tone, he said, “ Ah, since an aluw has such virtue, poor 
^I^ck Flefchcr might have coipe off as Timothy Tugmutton , but 
4iowBoindever d’ye see, to use his own phnuw”-—— ^ 

* “ Away with the Lioutcitant,” said the Captain, “ and bring 

forward (>o^ and the other fellows, tljpoj will lie i-oihjis reevod 
for some of them,*I thiidt.” And tins prediction jirouiiBod to 
be amply fvlhlled, so strong was the proof which was brought * 
against them. • 

• The Halcyon was accordingly ordered rouuCl to cairy tlie 
whole prisoners to London, for which site set sail w the coiireo 
of two days, ,, 

• Dunng the time tliat the unfortunate Cleveland remained at 
Kirkwall, he was trellted with civility by the Captiiiu of the 
Halcyon, and the kindness of hw ohl ae<pmintanco, Magnus 
Troi), who knew lu secret how closely ho was alheil tv> his bhaid, 
pressed on him aix'ommodatious of every kiud,^moro than he 
could lie prevailed on tr/ ac<’ept. 

Nornn, v?ho8e«iiitere6t in the unhappy prisoner still more 
deep, w^as at this time unable to exfiress it.* The Ht'xUm htul 
found her lying pn the pavement in a swmm, and when she 
recovered, her mind for the time had totally losl» its e(iui|s)ise, 
and it became neceasaiy to place her uiijor the restraint ol 
wat(‘hful attendants. 

Of the sisters of Burgh Weetra, Clevekni^ only h<iard tliat 
fchi^ remained ill, m consequence of the fnght to which they 
had been subjected, until the evening befcre the Halcyon 
sailed, when he received, by a private conveyance, the followbig 
' billet“ Farewell, Cleveland—we part for ever, and it is right 
that we should—Be virtueus and he hapf^. The delusions 
which a solitary education and limits acquaintance with the 
modem world had spread around me, are gone ami disstfsitc^l 
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for ever. But in you, I am aure, I have been thus far free 
l^om error—that you are one to whom good ia naturally more 
attractive than evil,,and w'hom only necessity, example, and 
habit, have forced into your late course of hfe. Thmk of me 
as one who no longer exists, unless you should become ^ much 
the object of (general praise, as now of general reproach, and 
then think of me as one who will rejoice in yojir reviving fame, 
though she must never see you more 1”—The note was signed 
M. T.; and Clevelj^nd, with a deep emotion, which he testified 
even by tears, read it an hundred timefs over, and then clasped 
it to his bosom. 

Mordaunt Mertoun heard by l^ter from his father,* but in^ a 
veiy difiigrent style Basil bade him farewell for ever, and 
acquitted him lionceforward of thd duties of a son, as one oif 
whom he, uotwithstrtafling the exertions of many yearsf had 
found himself unable to bestow the, affectJlous of a fmrent. 
The letter informsxl him of a recess in the old house «f Yarlshof, 
111 winch the writer had detKisited a considerable quantity of 
8 i>ecie and of freasure, which he desired Mordaunt to use as hi^ 
own. “Yon need not^fear^" the lettera liore, “either that you 
lay yourself under obligation to me, or that yjou are sharing the 
BfKiils of piracy. What is now given over to you, is almost • 
entirely the property of your deceased mdther, Louisa Goiizago, 
and is yours by every right. Let us forgive each otlier,” was 
the concJuffion, “ as they who must meet no more.”—^And they 
never met u^ore; for the elder Merttmn, against whom no 
(hargo was ever {ireferred, disappeared after the fate of Cleve¬ 
land was detenu med, and was generally believed to^have retired 
into a foreign convent. 

The fate of Cleveland will be most briefly ‘expressed in a 
letter, which» Minna received within two months after the 
Halcyon left Kirkwall The family were then assembled at 
Burgh Westra, and Mordaunt was a member of it far the tune, 
the good Udalle^ thinking he could never sufficiently repay the 
activity whidi he had shown in the defence of his daughters. 
Noma, then beginning to recover from her temponay alienation 
of^ind, was a guest in the family, ajid Miijna, who was sedulous 
in her attention upon this unfortunate victim of mental delusion, 
was seated with her, watd^ng each symptom of returning reasmi, 
when the letter we allude to was placed in h^ hands. 

“ Minna,” it said—“ dearest Minna 1—^farewell, and for ever 1 
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Believe me, I never meant you wrong—never. From the • 
moment I came to know you, 1 resolved to detach myself from 
my hateM comrades, and had Earned a thousand schemes, ^ 
which have proved«as vain as they deserved to be—for why, or 
how, shoi^d the fate of her that u so lovely, pure, and innocent, 
be involved with that of one so guilty?—Of tljese dreams I 
will speak no more. The steam reality of my situation is much 
milder than I either expected or deserved, and the bttlo good 
I did has outweighed, in the minds of lionourable and merciful 
judges, much that was evil and criminal. I fiave not only been 
exempted from flie ignominious death to which several of my 
(ximpeers are sentenced; but Captain Weatherport, about once 
fbore to sail for the Spanish Main, under the apprehension of 
an immediate "war with that country, has geuerously^solicited 
and obtained ^permission to employ me, and two or three more 
of my less guilty associates, in the same service—a measuie 
recommended to himself liy his own generous ^mpassnm, and 
to others by our knowledge of the coast, and of knial 015011111 - 
atances, which, by wliatever means acquired, Ve»now hope to 
use for the servidb of our country Mipiia, you will hear my 
name pronounced with honour, or yoh will never hear it again. 
•If virtue can give fiappmeas, 1 need not wish it to you, for it is 
yours already.—Farewell, Minna." 

Minna wept so bitterly over this letter, that it attracted the 
attention of thd convalescent Norna. She snatchdl from the * 
hand of her kinswoman, and read it over at first with flie con¬ 
fused air of one to whom it conveyed no mtel%feitce—then 
with a dawu*of rgoollection—then with a burst of m. igled jo^ 
and gnef, in which she dropjied it from hfir hand Minna 
snatched it up; and retired with her treasure to her own 
aj^rtmeut. * • 

From that time Noma appeared to awume a different 
character, ^cr dress was changed to one of a more simple and 
less imposing ^appearance. Her dwarf was dismissed, with 
ample provision fbr his future comfort. She ^owed no desire 
of rasaming her erratic life; and directed her observatory, as 
it might be called, on FItM Head, to be dismantled. She 
refiis^ the name of Noma^ and would only be addressed by 
her real appellation eff Ull» Troll But ther most important 
diange remained behind. Formerly, from the^readfhl Rotates 
of spiritual despair, arising out of the circumstanoes of her fiitheFe 
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death, nhe seemed to have considered herself as an outcast i&om 
divine grace; besides that, enveloped in the vam occult sdences 
which {ihe pretended to practise, her study, like that of Chaucer's 
physician, had beenbut littie in the Bible#” Now, the sacred 
volume was seldom laid aside; and, to the poor ignor^t people 
who came as ^formerly to invoke her power over the elements, 
she only replied—“ The vdnds are %n ^ hollow of Hu hand "— 
Her conversion was not, perhaps, altogether rational; for this, 
thd state of a mind disordered by such a complication of horrid 
incidents, probably prevented. But it seemed to be sincere, and 
was certainly useful She appeared deeply to repent of her 
former presumptuous attempts to interfere with tlic course of 
human events, supermtended as th^ are by far higher powers, 
and expressed bitter compimction* w^hen such her fonner pre¬ 
tensions were in any<manner recalled to her inemcyyi She still 
showed a pirtiality to Mordaunt, though, pei^iaps, arising chiefly 
from habit, no| was it easy to know how much or how little 
sbf* rj^iiiembered of the complicated events m which she had Iwien 
connected. Whtui she died, which was about four years after 
tlie events we have fommemorated, it was found that, at the 
.special and earnest retpieSit of Minna Troil^ she hod conveyed 
her very considerable proj>erty to Brenda. A clause in her wiD* 
sjMicially direc.ted, that all tlie books, mlplements of her labora¬ 
tory, and other things connected wth her former studies, should 
’ be committed to the flames ’ 

Aliofit two years before Noma’s death, Breiuia was wedded 
to Mordaunt* Mertoun It was some time before old Magnus 
Trod, with all his affection for his daughtei; and” all his par¬ 
tiality for Mordilunt, was able frankly to reconcile himself to 
tlus match. But Mordaunt’s accomplishmeuti^ were peculiarly 
to the Udallfr’s taste, and the old man felt Vhe impossibility of 
auppijing his place in his family so absolutely, that at length 
his Norse blood gave way to the natural' feeling of the heart, 
and ho comforted his pride while he looked around him, ami 
saw what he considered as the encroachments of the Scottish 
gentry upon tlie. country (so Zetland is fondly termed by its 
inhabitants), that as well “ his daughter mamed the son of asi 
Ehglish pirate, as of a Scottish tfiief,” in scornful allusioD to 
the Highlantl and Border familie8,*to whom Zetland owes many 
respectable kudiioldexs; *bat whoee ancestors were generally 
esteemed more renowned for ancient family and high courage 
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thau for accurately regarding the Rifling dietinctious of ^muvh 
and tuwm. The jovial old man lived to the extremity of human 
life, with the happy prospect of a numerouQ shccession m the 
family of his younger daughter; and having his board cheered 
alternately ^y the minstrelsy of Claud Halcro, and enlightened 
by the lucubrations of Mr. Triptolemus Yellowley,*who, laying 
aside his high pretensions, was, when he became better acquainted 
with the mmmers of the islanders, and remembered the vario\pi 
misadventures which had attended his premature attempts at 
reformation, an honest and.useful representative of hia yirincipal, 
and never so happy as when he could escape from the spare 
commons of*his sister Barbara, tq the genial table of the Udaller. 
^VlSra’s temper also was ipuch softened by the unexpected 
restoration of the horn of silvftr coins (the property of Noma), 
which she had ^nccaled in the mansion o4 ?>ld Stourbiirgb, for 
achieving some of lifer mysterious plans, but which she now 
restored to these by whom it had b^n accidontaily discovered, 
.with an intimation, however, that it would qgain disappear 
untess a reasonable |K>rtion was expended on the sflatenance of 
the family, a precaution to which Tronda ilronsdaughter (prr)- 
bably an agent of l^onia’s) owed her escajie from a slow and 
wasting death by inanition. 

Mordaunt and Brenda* were as happy as oiir mortal condi¬ 
tion permits us to be. They admired and loved each otlier — 
enjoyed easy circumstances—had duties to dischar^ ji^hich 
they did not neglect, and, clear in conscience as of heart, 
laughed, sung, danced, daifed the world aside, and bid it j>ass. 

But Mimm-^tbe jngh-minded and imaginative Minm -nsihc, 
gifted with such depth of feeling and enthusiasm, yet flnomwl 
to see both blighted ^in early youth, because, with the incx|)o- 
rience of a disposition equally romantic and ignorairt, she hail 
built the fabnc of her hapjjiness on a quicksand mstead of a 
i;ock,—was sho, could she he happy ? Beader, she was happy , 
for, whatever may be alleged to the contrary by the sceptic and 
the flcomer, to each duty performed, there is assigned a degree 
of mental peace and high consciousness of honourable exertion, 
corresponding to the difficulty yf the task accomplished. That 
rest of the hody w-bich succeeds to hard and industnous toil, is 
not to be compared to the repoi^e which |he spiril eigoys under 
similar ciixmmstaiices. Her resignation, however* ami the con- 
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Btant attention which ehe paid to her father, her sister, the 
afflicted Noma, and to all who had claims on her, were neither 
MiniKi’s sole nor her most precious source of comfort like 
Noma, but under a more regulated judgment, she learned to 
exchange the visions of wild enthusiasm which had <Qzerted and 
misled her cmogmation, for a tmer and purer connection with 
the world beyond us, than could be learned from the sagas of 
heathen bards, or the yiaions of later rhymers. To this she 
owed the suppQrt by which she was enabled, after various 
accounts of the honourable and gaUant conduct of Oievelond, 
to read with resignation, and even with a sense of comfort, 
mingled with sorrow, that he had at length fallen^ leadii^g the 
way lu a gallant and honourable imterprise, which was successi 
fully accomplished by those companions to whom his determihed 
bravery had oijonett ithe road, Bunce, his fantysttc foEower in 
good, as formerly in evil, transmitted an'^account to Minna of 
this melanchd^y event m terms which showed that, though his 
htiOd was wea^, his heart had not been utterly corrupted by the. 
lawless life**which he had for some time led, or at least th£fl it 
had been amended*by^the change; and that he himself had 
gamed credit and promotion in the sam^ action, seemed to be 
of little consequence to him, compared with the loss of his did 
captam and comrada* Minna read th^ intelligence, and thanked 
Heaven, even while the eyes which she lifted up were streammg 
with.teArs, that the death of Oleveland had in the bed of 
honour; n^y, she even had the courage to add to her gratitude, 

, that he had been snatched from a situation of temptation ere 
circumstances Ijad overcome his new-born viitue ;* and so strongly 
did this reflection operate, that her life, after the immediate 
pain of this event hod passed away, se^^ not only as re¬ 
signed, but even more cheerful than b^ore. Her thoughts, how¬ 
ever, were detached from the world, and only visited it, with an 
interest like that which guardian spirits take far their chaige, 
in behalf of .those friends with whooi she lived in love, or of 

* We have been able to leam nothing with certainty of Bmioe'e fate ; 
but oar friend. Dr. Dryaadnst, believes he may be identifled with an old 
'^gentleman, who, m tiie beginning of the reign of George 1., attended .the 
Rose Ooffee-hoojie regularly, went to the theatre every ni^t, told merei- 
lessly long stones alwut ^e Bpanieh* Main, einttrolled reckoningi^ bnlhed 
waitoni, and was generally known by the name of Captain Bonnoa 
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tlie poor whom she could serve and comfort. Thus passed her 
life, joying, from all who i^proaehed her, an affection, en¬ 
hanced by reverence; insomuch, that whcm her friends sorn^wed 
for her death, which %rTived at a late period* of her existence, 
th^ were comforted by the fond reflection, that the humanity 
which she then laid down, was the only circumshmoe which 
had placed her, in the words of Scripture, “ a little lower than 
the angels!” 



NOTES TO THE PIItATE. 


— ■»— 

Note A, p 3 —Wuxiam Ebskikk or Kuteddkb 

[William Enkme of Kinedder, sdh of an Epiacopal iniaister in Perthshire, 
vras eaacatod for the legal profession,Hind passed advocate 3d July 179<I 
Ho was appointed Sheriff-Depute of* Orkney 6th June 1809, and in that 
caparity was accoii)V*^nied by Scott in tlie Lighthou^ Toyag*round the 
coast He was raised to the bench, and took ^is seat as Lord Kinedder, 
29th January 1822 Unfortunately, he^id not long enjoy this honour, as 
lie died, unexilt'ctedly, on the 14th of August following to the great grief 
t)^Sl^ Walter, v^o at this very time was wholly occupied with the arrango- 
luorits coiuilcted with George IV's visit to £<linburgh. Lortl Kiu»lder, 
to whom Scott had frgni boyhood been deeply attached, was a most amiable ' 
and accomxilisbed man, * 

In 1788, when the Ode on the Popular Mu[)eistitions of the Highlands 
was first jiuhlished (w')iich the Wartons thought superior to the other w6iks 
of Collins, but which Dr Johnson says,*“no search has yet found”), 
Mr. Ersklno wrote several suiiplementary stanzas, intended to commemorate 
some Scottish superstitions omitted by Colluis The»,e verses first appeareti 
lu th9 Editdtmgh Maganne for April 1788.] 

Note B, p, 17 — Plantie CRun’E* 

A {latch of ground for vegetables. The liberal custom of th« country pel - 
tnita any person, who has occasion for such a convinieuce, to select out cf 
the uneuclijjsed moorland a small patch, which *he surrounds with a dry- 
stone wall, and cultivates as a kail-yotd, till he exhausts the soil with 
cropping, and then he deserts it, and encloses another. This liberty is so 
far from inferring an invasion of the right of proprietor aiul tenant, that 
tile last degriys of contempt is inferr^ of an av«i.ncious man, when a 
Zotlauder says, he would not hold a planiie orw’iw of him. 


Note C, p 24.—^onsE F&AOMmm. 

Mr Baikie of Tankeme&s, a moi^t respectable inhabitant of Kirkwall, 
and an Orkney propnetoit assui^ me of the following chriooa fact:— 

A olergyinatf, who was not long decea-sed, remembered well when some 
rrmu.iuts of the Norse were sE.iU spoken lu the island called North Ronald 
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slwv. When Gray’s Ode, entitled the ** Fatal Siatera,” was first published, 
or at least first reached that remote island, the reverend gentleman bad the 
well-judged cariosity to read it to some of the old persons of the isle,^ a 
poem which regarded thi^ history of their own couiftry. They bstenwl 
with great attention to the preliminary stanzas — 

** Now the storm beglus to lour, 

Haste the loom of hell prepare; 

Iron sleet of arrowy shower 
Hurtles in the darken’d air ” 


But when they heard a verse cjr two more, they interrupted the reader, 
telling him they knew Ihe song well in the Norse language, and had often 
sung it to him^when ho asked them for an old song. They called it the 
Magicivis, or the Snchautresses It would have been singuliu’ news to 
the dogant translator, when executing his version from the text of li^irtho 
line, to have learned that the None original was still preserved by trnrJitiou 
in a rercot^ com«r of the British dominions The eifcumetancc will jiro- 
bably justify whatsis said in the text conccmlnjf the tra«htions ol the 
inhabitants of those ren&te isln, at the beginning of the eighteenth 
century • • 

Even yet, though the Norse language is entirely disused, except in sso 
far qf particular wortls and phrases are still retnitnyl, thAo tehers of ilie 
» Ultima' Ihule are a geiteration much attax hed to these ancient legends. 
Of this the Author learned a singular instance , * 

Aliout twenty years ago^a missionary clergj'man had taken the resolution 
of traversing those wild islands, where he BU})jM.>sed there might be a lack 
of religious instruction, which*he believed himself cnjioble of supplying 
After being some days at sea in an open lx>at, he airived at North Ihmahl- 
shaw, where his apjifaronce excited great sfieculation. He was a veiy 
little man, dark compleiioned, and from the fatigue be had siwtaiii^i, in 
removing from one island to another, he appeared be!ore them lll-xlressed 
and unshaved; so that the inhabitants set htrn down as one of*ll )(■ Ancient 
Picts, or, as they oall them with the usual strong guttural, PeghU How 
they might have receive# the jioor preacher in this chartuzter, was it least 
dubious, and the schoolmaster of the pariah, who had given q nailers to 
the fatigued traveller,*set off to consult with Mr. Stevenson, the able ami 
ingenious engineer of the Scottish Lighthouse Seriiice, ixho (hiyiced to Iki 
on the island. As his skill and knowledge were ui the highest repute, it 
was conceived that Mr S could decide at once whether the stranger was 
ft Peght, or ougbtHo ho treated as suoii. Mr. 8. was so good-natured as 
to atr,eud the summaus, with the view of tendering the preacher some 
service. The poor missionary, who had watched for three nights, was now 
fast asleep, little dteaming what odioo.s suspicions were current resjiectiug 
him The inhabitant* were asKomhled round the door ’Mr. 8, uruler* 
standing the traveller^e condition, (^^lined disturbing him, upon which 
the islanders produced a pair of very little uncouth-looking boots, with 
prodigiously ti^ck soles, and appealed^ him whether it vrSm possible such 
articles of raiment could belong to any one hut% Peght. Mr S.,* findiu| 
the prejndices ^ the naUvee so strong, was induced to enW the sleeping 
apartment of the traveller, and was surprised to recognise in the suppcewvl 
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Peght s penon whom he hed known in hie worldly profession of an 
Edinburgh shopkeeper, before he had assumed his present profession. Of 
ooorie he was enabled to refute all suspicions of Peghtism. 


Note O, p. 25 —Monstkrs or the Northebk Skua. 

f 

I have said, in the text, that the wondrous tales told by Pontopptdau, 
the Archbishop of Upsal, still find beUeveri in the Northern Archipelago. 
It is m vain they are cancelled even In the later editions of Guthne'a 
Grammar, of which instructive work they used to form the chapter far most 
attractive to juvenile readers But the s^e canses which probably gave 
birth to the legends concerning mermaids, sea-snakes, krakens, and other 
marvellous inhabitants of the Northern Ocean, are still ,afloat in those 
climates where they took their nse.*- They had their origin probably from 
the eogj^rnesB of cunosity manifested by> our elegant poetess, Mrs H«^ansi<: 

i ff 

“ Wha^ hicTst thou in thy treasure-csves and cells, 
lltou tf/er-Bounding and mysterious 8ea T "S * 

The additional mystic gloom which re&ts on *t,hese uojrthem billows for 
half the year, joined to the imperfect glance obtained of occasional objects, 
enf^ouroge the tpud or the fanciful to give way to imagination, and fre- 
queutly to shape out a distinct story from some object half seen an# im¬ 
perfectly examined T^us, some years since, a large object was seen in 
the beautiful Bay of Scalloway in Zetland, so much in vulgar opinion 
resembling the krakeu, that though it might b#'di8tingiuHhed for several 
days, If the exchange of darkness to twilight can be termed so, yet xhe 
hartly boatmen shuddered to approach it, for fear of being drawn down by 
the suction supposed to attend its sinking. It was probably the hull of 
some vessel which had foundered at sea. « 

The belief in mermaids, so fanciful and pleasing in itself, is ever and anon 
refreshed bj^a strange tale from the remote shores of some solitary islet. 

The author heard a manner of some reputation m his class vouch for 
having seen the celebrated sea-serpent. It appeared, Vo far as could be 
guessed, to be about a hundred feet long, with the wild mane and fiery eyes 
which old writers asenbe to the monster , but it is«not unlikely the spec¬ 
tator might, m the doubtful light, be deceived by the appearance of a good 
Norway logi^floating on the waves. 1 have only to add, that the reigns 
of an animal, supposed to belong to this latter species, were driven on shore 
in the Zetland Isles, wtthm the recollection • of man. Part of the bones 
were sent to London, and pronounced by Sir Jos^ih Banks to be those of 
a basking shark; yet it would seem that an anim^^so well known ought 
to have been immediately distinguished by the nortbem fiahenuen. 


Note E, p 80 .-«-Sale of Wxhos. 

The King of'Sweden, the same Eric quoted by Mordannt, says 

Qlaus Itaguusn ** in his tSboe held second to none in the ma^cal art; and 
he was so familiar witit the evil spirits whom he wor^pped^ that what 
wav soever he tamed his cap, the wind would presently Haw that wav. 
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For tlm he wm called Wmdy-cap,”— ffisioria de Oentibus SeptentrionaUbuM, 
Romoe^ 1555. It ia well known that the LapUaders drive a profitable trade 
in seliing tmnda, but it is peibaps less notonoua, that within theef few 
years euuh a commodity might be purchased on British ground, where it 
was likely to be In great Tequest At the village of Stromness, on the Ork* 
ney main island, called Pomona, lived, in 1814, an aged dame, called Bessie 
Millie, who helped out her subsUtenoe by selling favoura|>le winds to 
mariners. He was a venturous master of a vessel who left the roadstead 
of Stromness without paying his oflering to propitiate Bessie Millie; her 
fee was ertremely tnoilerate, being exactly sixpence, for which, as she es* 
plained herself, she boiled her kettle and gave the barl^ advantage of her 
prayers, for she disclaimed all unlawful arts. The wind thus jietitioued 
for was sure, she said, to arrive, diougb sometimes the manners hail to wait 
some time for jt. The woman's dwdling aud appearance were not ttnbe> 
coming her pretensions, her house, which was on the brow of the steep 
Ipll on which Stromness is founded^was only accessible by a series $i dirty 
and precipitqufl lanes, and for exposure might have been the abode of Eolus 
himself. 111 who%e commodities the inhabitant dealt e Bhe herself was, as 
she told nearly*one hundred years old, withei4<l and dried up like a 
mummy A clay-colour^ kercMef, folded round her head, correspondeu 
in colour to her corpse-Uke complexion. Two light-blue e>«s that gleamed 
w'lth a lustre like that of Insanity, an utterance of astonishing rapiditja a 
hos^and chin that almost met together, and a ghastly expreSsiua of cuimmg, 
gave her the effect of Tldtat^. She remembered Gow the pirate, who had 
been a native of these islands, m which he clo^ h& career, as mentioned 
ID the preface. Such wa^Bessie Millie, to whom the mariners paid a sort 
of tribute, with a feeling Mtwixt jest and earnest. 


Note F, p 86 —Relcctance to save DnowyiNo Men.* 

It IS remarkable, that in an archipelago where so many perSbtis must li<* 
necessarily endarig^ed by the waves, so strange and inhuman a uiaxim 
should have ingraft itaelf upon the minds of a people otherwise kind, 
moral, and hospitable But all with whom I have spoken agree, that it was 
almost general in the Ibeginning of the eighteenth century, aud was with 
difficulty weeded out by Mie s^ulous instmctions of the clergy, and the 
ngornus injunctions of the proprietors There is little doubt it bail been 
originally introduced as an excuse for suffenng those who attempted to 
escape from the wrack to peri^ nnaaaisted, so that, there lieiug no survivor, 
she m?^ht be considered as lawful plunder A st<^)ry was told me, 1 hope 
an untrue one^ that a vessel having got ashore among the lircakers on one 
of the remote Zetland lalauds, five or six men, the whole or greater part of 
tile unfortunate crew, endeavoured to land by assistance of a hawser, which 
they had secured to a rock , the mi^bitants were assemble<l, and looked 
on with some uncertainty, till an old man said, “ Sirs, if these men come 
ashore, the additdouai mouths will eai^ all the meal we h«ve in store for 
winter ; and how are we to get more f *' A young fellow, i^ovad udth thU 
argumant, struck the rope asunder with bis axe, and all the poor wretches 
<^re immersed among the breakers, and pensbed. 



464 WAVEELKT NOVJCLS. 

Note G, p 92 Wrecks ere WcrcEa. 

ThJ ancient Zetlan^er looked npon the sea m the provider of hil Uriug, 
not only by the plenty produced by the fiahings, bnt by the spoil of wrecks 
Some particular islands have fallen off very considerably in their rent, since 
the CoramlHsioners of the Lighthonses have ordered lighte the Isle of 
Sanda ami thd Pcntland Skemes. A gentleman, familiar with those seas, 
expressed surprise at seeing the farmer of one of the Isles in a boat with a 
very old pair of sails. ** Had it been His will ”— said the man, with an 
aifeoteil deference to Providence, very inconsistent with the sentiment of 
Ills speech—“ Hod-it been I/ia will that light had not been placed yonder, 
I would have had enough of new sails lastjwinter. 


Note H, p. 112.— The Brows. 

The Brows, or Trows, the legitimat'''successors of the northern dttergar, 
and Somewhat allied lo the fairies, reside, like them, in the interior of greeu 
lulls and caverns, ana are most powerlul at midnight. They tie cunous 
artificers in iron, as well as in the precious metaL, and are gometimcs pro¬ 
pitious to morta's, but more frequently capncious and malevolent Among 
til** common people of Zetland, then existence atdl forms an article of um- 
versai belief I*, the neighbouring isles of P'eroe, they are called Foddeu- 
sKencaud, or subterranean people ; and Lucai^ Jacobson Delies, 'well 
acquainted with their ^nature, assures us that they inhabit those places 
which are pollutes! with the effusion of bloml, or the practice ol any crying 
am I’hey have a government, which seems to 1/6 monarchical 

A 

Note I, p 126 —Zeti^anp Corn-mills. 

Th'Te la certainly something very exti aonlinary to a stranger in Zetland 
ooni-mills They are of the smallest possible size , the wheel winch drives 
them is horfioiital, and the cogs are turned diagonally to the water. Tlie 
lieam iteelf stands upright, and w inserted in a stone quern of the old- 
fashioned constrtction, which it turns round, and*rthiis performs its duty 
Had Robinson Crusoe ever been in Zetland, he would have hod no difficulty 
in contnving a machine for grinding com in his desifH inland. These mills 
are thatchft*’ over in a little hovel, which has much the air of a pig-sty. 
There may be fire hundred such niiUs on one island, not capable any one 
of them of gruiding above a sackful of com at a time 

r 

Note J, p. 166. —Sir John Ubby. „ 

Here, as afterwords remarked m the text, the Zotiuder’s memory 
deceived liim grossly. Sir John Urry, a brave soldier of fortune, was at 
^ tliot time m Montrose’s army, and made prisoner along with him. He 
hod changed so often that the mistake is pardonable. After the action, 
he was executed by the Qpvenanteis , and 

" Wind-ohanging Wanriok then ootiM (Aange no mon> " 

Straclian oommauded the body by which Montmee was rooted. 
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rloTK K, p. 167 .-—The Sword-DjlNoi. 


The Sv'otd-Denoe ia celebrated in general terma by Olaua Magnus. He 
seems to have oonaidered it as peculiar to the Nyrw^ans, from^hom It 
may have t»aMd to the Orlcne 3 rmeu and Zetlanders, ^th other northern 
cuatome. 

* ** Of THKm DANOiHa in Arms. 

** Moreover, the northern Gotha and Swedes had another sport to exercise 
youth withall, that they will dance and ship amongst naked swords and 
dangerous weapons: Aivl this they do after the manner of mastaiy of 
defence, as they are taught from their youth by skilfij^l teachers, that dance 
before them, and sing to it. And this play is showed especially about 
Shrovetide, called in Italian Ufancherarum. For, before carnivals, all the 
youth dance for eight days together, holding tlieir swords up, but within 
the scabbat^s, for three times tuaniug al>out; and then they do it with 
fhe^ naked swords lifted up. .Mter tins, turning more modera^ly, tukiug 
t^e points and pummels one or •the other, they change ranks, and place 
themselves lu an triagonal figure, and this thry caj^ Jtosam ; and presently 
they dllsolVO*itaby drawing back their swords %nd lifting them up, that 
upon every one's head* there iuay be made a si^uare Jiosa, and then by a 
most nimbly ^hisking their swords about collaterally^they quickly leap 
back, and end the sport, which tliey guide with pipes or songa, ob» both 
together , flrst by a more heavy, then by a more veheiTiet^ and lastly, by 
iPniost vehement danving. But this speculation is scarce to be understood 
but by those who look on, how comely and^eceitt it is, when at one word, 
or one commanding, the whole armeil multitude is directed to fall to tight, 
^nd clergymen may Zeroise themselves, and mingle themselves among 
others at this spoit, becana# it is oU guided by most wise reason." 

To the Primate's account of the sword-dance, 1 am able to add the words 
song or chanted, on occasion of this dance, as it is still performed lu Paps 
Stour, a remote isHnd of Zetland, where alone the custom keepf it| ground 
It is, it will be observed by antiquaries, a sfiecies of play or mystery, in 
which the Beven Champions of Clirihieudom make their af^ear^mce, as in 
the Interlude p;gpaeuted in “All’s Well that Ends WelL” Tlu'j dramatuF 
curiosity jvas most kMidiy procured for my use by Dr. Scott of Haslar 
Hospital, sou of my fnend Mr. Scott of Melbie, ZetlauiL Dr. Uibbert lias, 
in his description o# the Zetland Islands, given an account of the sword- 
dance, but somewhat leas full than the following;— ^ 


“Words used 'as a prelude to the SwoRn-DaNUE, a Danish or 
N oRWBoiaN Ballet, ^MFOSED some centuries aoo, and preserved 
DT Papa S^ub, Zetland. 


PnSOVSE l^MATia,* 

(Kn/kr MaSTBa, ia fAe eharaeter aj 
St. OEoaoa.) 

Basra genties aU within this boor.t 
If ye delight in any i 


Come see me daeoe this floor, 
Which to you all shall yield oomtort 
Then shall I dance In such a sort, 

As possible 1 may or ean, 

Tou, ininatrel man, play me a Porte, i 


* 8o plaited in the old MS. • 

t Boor—<o spelt to accord with the vhlgar prononoiation of the word bower, 
t Pert^ao apelt la the original. The word iaxnown as (ridicating a piece of 
murie on the bagpipe, to wUch andent instrument, which la of BiundiaaviaD 
ori^, the BWord-da^ may have been origlnaUy compoeed. 

Vol.. XIU. 2 H • 
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Ihat I ob thin floor nujr prove a miin. 

(B« bows, and danea in a line ) 

Now have I danced with heart and hand. 
Brave gaatlea all, as you nyiy see, 

For I have been tried In mimy a land, 

An yet the truth can testify , 

In England, Scotland, Ireland, France, 
Italy, and Spalj^ 

Have 1 been tried with that good avrord 
of steel. 

(Draws, and Jlowishes.) 

Yet,* I deny that over a man did make 
me yield . 

For in jny body there is Htrengtb, 

An by rny manhood may be seen , 

And 1, with that good sword of length. 
Have oftentimes in perils been, 

And over cl;aTi]plonB I was king 
And by the strength of this right hand. 
Once on a day 1 kill’d fifteen, 

And left them dead npon thddand. 
Therefore, brave minstrel, do not care. 

But play to me a Pofte most light, 

That 1 no longer do lorbear. 

But dance in all these gentles’ sight, 
Although niy stre'i.gth makes you abased, 
Bravo gentles all, be not afraid, 

For hero are six champions, wf.th me, 
staid. 

All by my manhood I have raised. 

^ (He da7iot3 ) 

Since 1 have dmioed, I think it best 
To call my brethren in your sight, 

Tliat I luny h .>6 a little rest, 

And they may inrice with all their nifght, 
With heart and hand as they are knights. 
And shake tlieir sword of steel so bright, 
And show their main strength on tills 
floor, 

For we shall have another bout 
Before we pass out of this boor, 

Therefore, bravo minstrel, do not care 
To play to me a x^orte most light, 

That I no longer do forbear, 

But dance in all these gentles* sight 
(He dances, and then intrvduoee Me 
hnifkis ns under} 

Stout James of Spain, both tried and 
Stour,* 

Thhie acts are known fUU well indeed ; 

And champion Dennis, a French knight, 
'Wnko stoat and bold la to be seen, 


NOVKI^ 

And David, a Welshman bom, 

Who is coma of noble blood; 

And Patrick also, who blew the bom. 

An Irish knight amongst the wood. 

Of Italy, braveAnthonj tiie good. 

And Andrew of Scotland King, 

St Qeorge of England, brawp indeed, 
Who to the Jews wrought innckle tiiite f 
Away with this I—Let ua come to sport. 
Since that ye have a mind to war, 

Since Uiat ye have this bargain sought, 
Come let us fight and do not fear 
Therefore, brave minstrel, do not care 
To play to me a Porte most light, 

That I no longer do forbear. 

But dance in all these gentles' eight. 

*' (He dances, and advances to Jam-h 
of Spain ) 

SL/ut Jamea of Spain, both tried c^d 
Stour, 

Thine acts are known *alf wall ttdeed, 
Presei^t thysellrwitbin our sight, 

Without either fear or dread. 

Count not for favour or for feld. 

Since of thy acts thou hast been sure 
Brave James of Spain, I wilt thee leadi. 
To prove thy manhood on this floor 
(James dances} 

Brave chatn]>ion Dennis, a French knight, 
Who stout ana bold la to be seen, , 
Present thyself here in oar sight, 

Thou biave French knight, 

Who bold hast been , 

Since thou such v a iant acts hast done. 
Come lot us see some of them now 
With courtesy, thou brave French kniglif, 
Draw out tliy sword of noble hue 
(Dxnmis dances, whPe the others retire 
itc a side ) 

Brave David a bow must string, and with 

awe 

Bet up a wandmpon a stand, 

JLnd ^at brave David will cleave in twa. 1 
(David donees solus ) 

Here is, 1 think, an Irish knight, 

Who doea not fear, or Uoea not fright, 

To prove thyself a valiant man, 

As thou hast done full often bright, 
Brave Patrick, dance, if that thon con. 
(If« danass ) 

^ou Btoot Italian, come thon here, 
lliy name is Anthony, most stout, 


* great. t SfwfcZr rtais—much loss or ham, ao in MS 

t Something is eTflently amiss or ouiittcd here David probabt J exhiblUd soimr 
feat of archery 
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Draw out thy aword that U moat clear, 

And do thou flght without any doubt. 

Thy leg thou ahako, thy n«w!k thou kml^* 

* And show some courtly on ihlt floor. 

For we ahatl have another bout, 

Before wqfpaaa out of thia boor 
Thou kindly Bcotanian, come thou here * 

Thy name ia Andrew of Fair Buotlaad: 

Kiourn.t 

• 

“The eix stand in rank with their awonis recliklug on their thonlders. 
The Master (St George) d^ces, and then strikes the sword of %ram6n oi 
Spam, who follow^ George, then dances, strikes the sword of Dennis, who 
follows bglimd James In like manner the rest—the music playing— 

, stiords as before. After the si^ are brought out of rank, they and the 
•Master form a circle, and holii the swords point and hilt ffhis circle is 
•daiifiHl a’ound twice. The wb^lle, headed by the Master, pass iindei the 
Bwor^ held in a vaulted manner. They jumf over the swoids. Tins 
naturally placfti the^ords across, which they aisentangle by passing under 
their right sword, l^iey tAe up the seven swords, and form a circle, in < 
which they ifance round • 

“ Tho Master runs under the sword opjKJSite, which ho juiinwi over 
•backwards. 'I*he others do the same. lie then paVe# under the right- 
hand swonl, which* the others follow, in which position they dance, until 
commanded by the Master, when they fo»n into a circle, and dance round 
as before They tl^p jump over tho right-hand sw’onl, by which mtarH 

• their backs are to the circle, and their hands across their b^ks. Tliey dance 
round m that form mitil*the Master calls ‘Loose,’ when they pass under 
the right sworrJ, and are In a jjerfect circle. 

“The Masteriaja down liia sword, and lays hold of the pijjnt of James’e 
sword lie then turns himself, James, aud^the others, Into a cles^. When 
80 fonnoil, he passes under out of the midst of the circle , the others follow ; 
they vault as before. After several other evolutions, wey'hrow them¬ 
selves Into a fircle, with their arms across the breast. The afterwaifls 
form sfleh hguras-fs to form a shiehl of their swordu, and the shield is so 
compact that the paster and his knights dance alternately with this shield 
upon their heads. u then laid down upon the floor. Each knight lays 

hold of their former points and hilts with their hands q(:ro<ts, which dis¬ 
entangle by figuirs dirwtly contrary to those that fonped the shield. This 
finishes the Ballet • 

" “ Eruuoocv. 

Mon does rule, b* bends bl» brow*, ^ 

He makes os all ogost, t 

After the few boars that we stay ber^ 

Venus will ml* at lost 
Farewell, fanwell, bimre gentles all. 

That herein oo remain, 

I wish you he^llb and happlnees • 

TQl «r« return again. • {EsmiO.’’ ' 

* iMf—to bend <Mr bow down, prononnoed loot u douM Is dbe< in Sobilanl 
t Figutf-so spelt in t Agosl—eo epeit hi MS. • 


Draw out thy sword that Is moKt clear, 
Fight for thy king with thy right liand , 
And aye aa long aa thou osoet stand, 
Fight fur t&y king with aU ihy heart, 
And then, for to conOrtn bis ^nd, 

Make all hie enemies for to smalt 
(H$ dancit.y^MuHe btniru ) 
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f 


7*he mjinuBcript from which the above was copied was transcribed from 
a very old one^ by Mr. William Headerson Jun of Papa Stour, m Zetland. 
Mr Hend^.^on'a copy is npt dated, but bears his own signature, and from 
vanoua oirciUDstances, it fs known to have been written abont the jwx 
1788. 

Hotk L, p. 213 .—The Dwarfib Stone. ' 

This is one of the wonders of the Orkney Islands, though it has been 
rather nndervalned by their late historian, Mr. Barry. The island of Hoy 
rises abruptly, starting as It were out of the sea, which is contraiy to the 
gentle and flat characteV of the other Isles of Orkney. It consists of a 
mountain, having different emmencee or peaks. It is vei^^ steep, furrowed 
with ravines, and placed so as to catch the mists of the Western Ocean, 
and has a noble and picturesque effect frpm all points of view. The high¬ 
est peak is dpided from another eminence, called the Ward Hill, by a lo/lg 
swampy valley full of peat-bogs Upon thfi slope of this last bill, and just 
where the principal mount^n of Hoy opens into a hollow swamp, or corn, ' 
lies what is called the Dwarfe Stone. It is a great fragment of sandiCone, 
composing one solid mass, which has long siuqe been (detached from a belt 
of the same inatenal^, cresting the eminence above thfe spot where it now 
lies, which has slid down till it reached Its present situation. The rock 
is about seven h.gh, twenty-two feet long, and seventeen feet broad. 
ITie upper end or it is hollowed by iron tools, of winch the marks are' 
evident, into a sort of apsklment, containing two beas of stone, with a 
passage between them The uppermost and largest bed is five feet eight 
inches long, by two feet broad, which was supposed to be used by the 
dwarf himself; the lower couch is shorter, and rounded off, instead of being 
squared at the comers. There is an entrance of aW>ut three feet and a half 
square, and a stone lies before it calculated to fit the opening. A sort of 
skylight wlndl/W gives light to tlie apartment. We can «nly guess at the 
purpose oAhis monument, and different ideas have been suggested. Some 
have supposed it- the work of some travelhng mason; but the cm bono 
wiuld remain to be accounted for. The Rev. Mr. Barry coiigecturea it to 
be a hermit's cell; but it displays no symbol of Chnst^ity,*' and the door 
o])eus to the westward. The Orcadian traditions alle^ the work to he 
that of a dwarf, to whom they ascribe supernatural power* and a malevolent 
dispoeition, the attnbutes of that race in Norse mythology. Whoever in¬ 
habited this singtilar den certainly epjoyed 

*' Pillow cold and sheets not wano.** 

I observed, that commencing just opposite to the Dwarfie Stone, and ex¬ 
tending in a line to the sea-beMh, there are a number of ismall barrows, or 
caims, which seem to connect the stone with a very large oairo where we 
landed. This curious monument may therefore have been intended as a 
temple of some kind to the northern Manes, to which the eaims might 
direct worshippers. 

Non M,jp. 213.— </IiJtBnif«Li ov tee Ward Hill. 

"At the west end of this atone {%.«. the Dwarfie Stone) stands an exoeed- 
tng high moonUdn of a steep ascent, called the Ward HUl of Hc^. near the 
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top of which, in tlie months of May, June, and July, about midnight, is 
seen something that shines and sparltlea admirably, and which is often seen 
a great way off. It hath shined more brightly before than t), does now, 
ond though inany^ave climbeil up the hill and attempted to search for 11^ 
yet they could find nothing. The vulgar talk of it as some enchanted ca^ 
buncle,4)ut I take it rather to be some water sliding down the face of some 
smooth rock, which, when the nun, at such a time, shines upon, the refleo 
tion causeth that admirable splendour.”—Dr. WaLLAOB’b I^eaoriptiim qf 
Iht Idandi of Orkney^ 8vo, Loud., 1700, p. 62. 


Nora N, p., 241 .-~F 0 RTUN»-TELLrK 0 Kbvmis. 

The ^uthor has m chapter xx. supposed that a very ancient northern 
^pstora, used by those who were Bccounte<l soothsaying women, miglit 
have survived, though in jo^ rather than earnest, among t^e Zetlanders, 

I their descendants. The foilcw^iug ongiual account of such a scene will 
show the ^cieut im})ortaDce and consequence tf such a prophetic charact(<r 
as was assuidbd by Noma •— • 

“There lived m^he saiwe territory (Greenland) a woman named Thor ^ 
biorga, wh» was a prophetess, and called the LittleiVola (or fatal alster), 
the only one of nine sisters who survived Thorbiorga during t^e winter 
used to frequent the festivities of the season, iuvileil^by those who were 
desirous of leomkig their own fortune, and the future events whiib im* 
pended Tonjuil being a man of conseqpeiicf m this country, it fell to his 
lot to inquire how Jong the dearth was to eniliire with which the country 
was then afflicted , lie therefore invited the prophetess to his house, having 
made liberal pre^mratiosi, as was the custom, for receiving a guest of such 
consequence. The scat of the soothsayer was placeil in an eminent situa* 
tion, and covei^^d with pillows filled with the softest eider down. In t|ie 
evening she arnveil, together with a person who hod been s9nt^ meet her, 
and show her the way to Torr^uji’s habitation. She was attired as follows:— 
She had a sky-hliie tunic, having the front omameiited #itb : .ems from the 
top to the bfttom, anfl wore around her throat a necklace of 'lass beads. * 
Her heaibgeor vw of black lambskin, the lining being the for of a white 
wild cat. She leant on a staff, having a ball at the top. f The staff was 
ornamented witfi braas, and the ball or glolje with gems or pebbles. She 
wore a llunland (orTlungarian) girdle, to which was attaijied a large pouch, 
in which shebkept her magical implements. Her shoes were of sealskin, 
dressed with the hair oqtaide, ami secured by long ami thick straps, fastened 
by brazen oiosps. She wore gloves of the wild cat's skin with the fur in¬ 
most As thisfrenerable person entered the hall all,,saluted her with due 
respects But she only returned the compliments of such as were agreeable 
to her. TorquU conducted her with reverence to tbe,seat prejAred for her, 
and reqnraded she would purify the apartment and company assembled by 
casting her eyes over them, ^e was by no means sparing of her words. 
The table b^g at length covered, such viands were placed before Thor* 

* We may suppose the heeds to Hkve been ol^lis potent adderstone, to whieh so 
many virtues were sserfbod. • 

t Like those aaoientiy home by porters at the gstos of distinguished persons as 
s badice of olBes, 
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• 

biorga M tnliad her eharaoter of a soothsayer. These were a preparation 
of goat’s milk and a mess composed of the hearts of varions animals ; the 
prophetass^nade use of a brazen spoon and a pointless knife, the handle of 
which was composed of a Shale's tooth, and ornament^ with two rings of 
brass. The table being removed, Torquil addressed Tborbiorga, requesting 
her opinion of his house and guests, at the same time intimating theoaubjecU 
on which he and the company were desirous to consult her. 

** Tborbiorga replied, it was iiufiossible for her to answer their inquiries 
until she had slept a night under his roof. The next morning, therefore, 
the msgical apparatus necessary for her purpose was prepared, and she 
then Inquired, as a necessary part of the cerepiony, whether there was any 
female present who could aing a magical song,called Vardlokur, When 
no songstress siich m she desired could be found, Qudrida| the daughter of 
Torquil, replied,' I am no sorceress or soothsayer : but my uur8e,„Haldisa, 
taught me, when In Iceland, a song called Vardlokur '—* Then thou know^nt 
more than I r-aa aware of,’ aald Torquil ‘ Put as 1 am a Christian,' con¬ 
tinued Qudrida, ’ 1 consider these rites as inutters which it is unlairful to 
promote, and the song Itself as unlawful,’—'Nevertheless,' anrwereij.the 
soothsayer, ' thou ninyest hefp us in this matter withoji|t an;^‘ harm to thy 
religion, since the task must remain with Tolquil tc. provide everything 
necessary for the piUsent pnrjioso.’ Torquil also earnestly entreated 
Gudrida^ till she consented to grant his request. The,females then sur¬ 
rounded Thoibiorga, Vbo took her place on a sort of delated stage , 
Gudnda then sung the magic song, with a voice so Bw4et and tuneful, as 
to excel anything that had beent heard by any present The soothsayer, 
delighted with the melody, returned thanks to the s;»*geT, and then said, 

* Much I have now learned of dearth and disease approaching the country, 
and many things are now dear to me which befbre were hidden as well 
from me as others. Onr present dearth of substance shall not long endure 
fCr the irresent, and plenty will in the spring succeed ti^scarcity. ITie 
contagious diseases, also, with ^hich the country has been for some time 
afflicted, will in a^short time talce iheir departure To thee, Gudnda, I 
can, in recompense for thy assistance on this occasion, announce a fortune 
of'^higher import than any one could have corycctured. You shall lie 
inamed to a man of naftne here in Greenland ; but yon stiull not long enjoy 
that union ; for your fate recalls you to Iceland, where ,vou shall become 
the mother of a numerous and hononrable family, whiol^shall be enlightened 
by a luminous ra;: of good fortune. So, my dangbter, wishing thee health, 

I bid thee farewell.' The prophetess, having af^terwards given answers to 
all queries which were put to her, either by Torquil or his guests, departetl 
to snow her skill at another festival to which she had been infit^ for that 
purpose. But all which ahe presaged, either conc^minf the public or 
individuals, came truly to pass.'’ 

The above narrative is taken from the Saga of Erick Kando, as quoted 
by the learned fiortholine in his curious w^^. He mentions similar in- 
stAQ^ea, particularly of one Reida, celeUaied for her predictkms, who 
attended festivals, for the purpose, os a modem Scotsman might aay, of 
fpann^ fortupea, with a gall^ or ivtinue of thirty mole and fiAMn 
female attendant.—(See Ik Causis Contempts a Jkxnu odhMC GenitHbut 
ifor^ lib. ill cap. 4 [llofbin, 1689, ito). 
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Note O, p. 241 .—Zetlajo) Fibbkbksk, 

• 

• Dr. Edmorwton, th® ingenloTis author of A Vune qf tA* Ancimt and 
Pruent State (nf ike Zetland lalande, baa placed thi« part of the eubject m 
an interastiig light '* It ie truly painful to witneas the anxiety and dmtresa 
which the wives of theae poor men auffer on the approach of a atonn. 
Regardless of fatigue, \hey leave their homes and fly to the spot where 
they expect their husbands to land, or ascend the summit of a rock, to 
look out for them on the bosom of the deep. Should they get the ghnfpse 
of a sail, they watch, with treukbling sotjcitude, its alternate rise and dia< 
appearance on the waves; and though often tranquillised by the safe 
amval of the object of their search, yet It sometimes w their lot ‘ to had 
the bark that never can return.' ^ubject to the influence of a variable 
cljmtto, and engaged on a sea naturally tempestuous, with rapid currents, 
' scarcely a season passes over witti^^ut the occurrence of some fatti accident 
o/hairbreMth escape."— Vieur, etc , 0 / the Zetland Island*, vol. i. p. 238. 
Many interesting particulars respecting the imiAries and agriculture of 
Zetland, as well as it# antiquities, may be found in the work we have 
quoted • 


Note P, p 250 —Paomisb of Ooik^ 

Although the Father of Scandinavian mythology has been as a deity 
long forgotten In the archipelago, which wai*once a very small part of his 
realm, yet even at thissiay his name oontmues to be occasionally attested 
A security for a promise. 

It is curious to observe tfiat the rites with which such attestations are 
still made in Orkney correspond to those of the ancient Northmen. It 
appears from sevefel authorities that in the Norse ritual, when an oath 
was imposed, he by whom it was pledged passad his hand, while i^ononnc- 
irig it, through a massive ring of silver kept for that purpose * In like 
iiinnner, two jisraons, generally lovers, desirous to take the j oraise of, 
Odin, which thef couriered as peculiarly binding, joined hands through a 
circular h^e in a aamficial stone, which lies in the OrSadian Stonehenge, 
called the Circle of Sfcennis, of which we shall speak more hereafter The 
ceremony Is now confined to the troth*plightlng of the lower dosses, but 
at an earlier period may be supposed to have influenced aacharacter like 
, Mmna in the higher ranks. * 

A 

^ ^Not* Q, p. 228.—PioTrtH BtmoH * 

The Pictish Bnrgh, a fort which Noma is supposed to have converted 
into her dwdling-house, has been fully described in the Notes npon Ivanhoe, 
vol ix. p. 477, of this edition. HlD account of the celebrated Castle of 
J^OTiaa is there given, to afford aa opportunity of conqparing it with the 
Saxon Castle of Goningsburgh. It thould, however, have been mentioned, 
that the Castle of Mousa underwent considerate repairs tt a comparatively 
Toc«nt period. Accordingly, Torfiens assures us that even this aneieni 

• fiM the EyrhltaO* HetfO. 
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pigeoD'bonMt, ootapcwed of drj atones, was fortification enongfa, not indeed 
to hold out a ten years’ siege, like Troy in similar circumstances, but to 
wear the patience,of tbs besiegers. Erland, the son of Harold the 
Fairapoken, had carried off a beautiM woman, the nother of a Norwegiab 
earl, also called Harold, and sheltered himself with his fair pnre in the 
Castle of Mousa. Earl Harold followed with an army, and, findfcg the place 
too strong for kssault, endeavoured to reduce it by famine ; but such was 
the length of the si^e, that the offended Earl foudd it necessary to listen 
to a treaty of aocomm^ation, and agreed that his mother’s honour should 
be festored by marriage. This transaction took place in the beginning of 
the thirteenth centui^, in the reign of WUliam the Lion of Scotland * It 
is probable that the improvements adopted by Erland on this occasion, 
were those which finished the parapet of the Castle, oy making it project 
outwanls, so that the tower of Moosa rather resembles the figure of a dioe- 
box, whereas others of the same kina have the form of a troncated ^ono. 
It is easy^to see how the projection of,the highest parapet would rendfer ’ 
the defence more easy i^d effectual. [In 1B59, the Society of Antiquaries 
exerted themselves in eftictuig repairs on the Tower, w^uch givecpromise 
of permanency.] » 

♦> 

Note R„p 327 —Antique Coins found in Zitland 

r t 

While these sheets wjire passing through the press, 1 received a letter 
from an honourable and leanidd friend, containing the following passage, 
relating to a discovery in Zetland *—“Within a few weeks, the workmen 
taking up the foundation of an old wall, came on a hearthstone, unddi 
which they found a horn, surrounded with maSsive silver rings, like brace¬ 
lets, and filled with coins of the Heptarchy, in perfect preservation The 
place of finding Is within a veiy short distance of the i> 3 uppoaed residence 
of Norntt of the Pitful Head”—’fhus one of the very improbable fictions 
of the tale is i^rified by a singular coincidence. 


N<JTE S, P 364.— CUARAOTEB OF NtelNA. * 

The character of Norna is meant to be an instant of that singular kind 
of insanity, dr ring which the patient, while she or he retains mnch subtlety 
and address for the power of imposmg upon others, is still more ingemous 
in endeavouring to impose upon themi^ves. L*ide^ tuamacs of this kind 
may be often observed to posseM a sort of double chafheter, in one of 
which they are the being whom their distempmred ime^iuation shapes out, 
and in the other, their own natural self, as seen to exist by dCher people. 
This species of double consciousness makes wild work with the patient’s 
imugination, and judicioasly used, is perhaps a frequent means of restoring 
vanity of intellect. Exteiior circumstances striking the senses, often have 
a powerful effect In nndermlniug or battering the airy caatles which the 
disorder has exciiedL • 

A lets medical gentlenuSn, my particular fHend, told me ths case of a 
lonatlQ patieiit confined in the Edinburgh Infirmary. He was so far happy 

* See Thonn. Ter/al Orcuub*, p. 18L 
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that bia mental alienation was of a gay an<l pleasant cbarartar, gi'^g it 
kind of joyona explanation to all that came m contact with him. He con* 
sidered the large house, numerous servants, etc., of the hospital, as all 
nmtters of state and consequence belonging to hts earn personal estlbUsh- 
ineut, and bad no doubt of bis own wealth and grandeur. One thing alone 
puzzled thUjman of wealth. Although he was provided with a Qrst-rate 
cook and proper assistants, although his table was regularly supplied with 
every delicacy of the season, yet he confessed to my fnend, that, by some 
uncommon ileprsvity of the palate, everytliuig which be ate tasUd 0 / 
porridge. This peculiarity, of course, arose fVom the poor man being fed 
upon nothing else, and because Ipa stomach was not |o easily deceiveif ns 
his other senses 

* • 

• Note T, p. 365.—Bmiia of I’nKT. 

. • • 

• *So favonrable a retreat does tjie Island of Hoy afford for biri^ of prey, 
that instaig'es of tlioir ravages, which seldom occur in other para of the 
country^are not unuhual tiiere. An individual vgu living In Orkney not 
long since, uhonf, while a child in its swaddlingeclothes, an eagle sctually 
trausiiorted to its nest It the hell of Hoy. Happily the eyry being known, 
and the bird instantly pursued, the child was found i^injured, playing 
with the young eagles A story of a more ludicrous tranS]>ortatinr^ was 
laid me by the revered clergyman who is minister of tlsa i^and. Hearing 
one day a strange grunting, he suspected his servants had pt»rnnttwi a sow 
and pigis, which were tenants of bis farro-jyird, %o get among his barley 
crop. Having m vain ^ookeil for the transgresaors upon solid earth, he at 
Ihngth cast his eyes upwanis, when he discovered one of the litter In the 
talons of a large eagle, whish was soaring away with the unfortunate pig 
(squeaking all the while with terror) towards her nest in the crest of Huy. 

Note U, p 421 — The STANorwa iJroMii or Stennis * 

• 

llie Standing*Stones of Stennis, as by a little pleonasm this 1 markablt* 
monumeift is termaif furnishes an irresistible refutation of the ipinion of 
such antiquaries hold that the circles usually called Dnudicai were 
peculiar to that race o^pnests There is every reason to believe, that the 
custom was as prevalent in Scandinavia os m Gaul or Britain, and as 
common to the 4nythology of Odin as to Dnudicol supemtifton. There is 
every reason to think, tlwit the Druids never occupied any part of the 
D'kneys, and fradition, as well as history, ascribes the SUmea of Stennis 
to the Scqgdmavidhs Two large sheets of water, commpiucating with the 
sea, are connected by a causeway, with openings permitting the tide to rise 
and recede,^which is called the Bridge of Broisgar. ^Upon the eastern 
tongue of land appear the Standing Stones, arranged in the form of a half* 
circle, or rather a horseshoe, theiieight of the pillom being fifteen feet and 
upwo^a Within this circle lies a stone, proliably sacrificiaL One of the 
piUan, a little to the westward, hwperfomted with a circular hole, through 
which loving couples are wont to join hand# when thqy take fbe Promwe 
of Odtn, as has b^n repeatedly mentioned in the text ITie enclosure is 
surrounded by barrows, and on tbe opposite istbinos, advancing towards the 
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Bridge of Broisgar, llicre i* another monnnient of Standing Stonea, ■which, 
m tbia case, ia completely circular. They are leaa in Hire than those on the 
eaatam aide of the lake, their height running only from ten or twelve to 
fourtdhn feet This western circle la surronnded ^y a deep trench drawn 
on the outside of the pillars ; and I remarked four tumuli, or moumls of 
earth, regularly disposed around it. Stonehenge excels this Oecadian monu^ 
inent; but tlij^tof Stennis ia, I co'nceive, the only one in Bntain winch can be 
said to approach it in consequence A.11 the northern nations marked by 
those huge enclosures the places of popular meeting, either for religious 
wni^hip or the transaction of public business of a temporal nature. The 
JSorthem Po/mlar AnUtpalta contain, in an abstract of the Eyrbiggia Saga, 
a particular account of the manner in wliiclj the Helga Frls, or Holy Rock, 
was set apart b'v the Pontiff Thorolf for solemn occaMoiw 

I need only add, that, different from the monument on S.ijisbury Plain, 
tlie stones which were used in the Orcadian circle seemed to hav» b«en 
raJseil Irym a quarry upon the spot, of w^ich the marks are visible * * 
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Ascxpif, liltove ' 

Ar, ono« 

* Aiokr, bout 
Aik, oak. 

Aihs, iron* 

A low, ablate 
Avot'a, Forfarshire 
Aroint, avaunt 
Atkh, •rart-horso 
alms 

Back rpaitu), hack part of the ^^oalder 
liAiiicfa niagtatrate 
Baikv, a child 
• Bkr hKKP, tieedilvA 
Bfrn, a child 
llfrhRR, a wooden dish 
litaooiN, building 

Bi AND, a drink inudc from uuLkri-iiiuiv. 
iJiATE, bashful 

Bi L.KT, to burnt, out-apAklng 
JloLK, a Htii&ll aptrturo. * 

IJoNAi i V, a ifartlug drlmlK ^ 
IJonme-walum, gewgawe 
Boobik, a dunce * 

Bowie, wooden diahforjnilk 
broad 

IJiiAWs, fine clothoa 4 * 

Bherkijui , wanting the br^hea 

Cai-iaftt, a lad. ^ 

Cauiine, a witch 
Catluan, a Highland robber 
Ca C8E1 KD gYvoi, canaewayed fewer. 
Cka]>iian, ajmall merchant, or pedlar, 
Ohikld, a {moW‘ 

CiAKHEs AND oiAVEits, toaodal and non' 
aenae, 

CLAvea, goasip, scandal 


Ci!bo, a billet of wood. 

CuAL-HBuon, coahpit 
too, a wooden liowl 
Cooru*, a bowlful a 
Coup, to barter,* 

CkAiQ, a crag 

CiiAia, tlie uerk. ^ 

CRcm,, a liasket, in a chbel, foolish, ^ 
Cbowdie, meal and water 
Cuumbk, iielghlmor, gossip^ 

CusflKR, a etallio^ 

Cowp, to upset 

Dappin, larking 
Dapt, craty 

Baikbr, to work or walk In a laty, im 
solute way. 

Dead tdraw, the bust agony 
l)Km.y, handsomely 
Deil, devil 
IBe, a toy 
DiMo, knock 

Djvot, thin torf used fot roofing ootLAgr* 
Dour, stubborn 
Dowiah, a strong linen elotlk 
Dowir, dark 

Dram MOCK, meal soaked Jn wlter 
Duds, rags. 

Duwt, to knock. 

Kkm, eyes 
Ehbatb, etteloM 

Pa’, fall 

ITactoh, a land steward 
Pabcie on ms pace, a maledlrtlon 
F#kr, trouble • 

Fkhueh MAKt POoiA PAJji, wondifrs makf 
fools eager 

Fev-poUs. fated or unfortunate folk 
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Firiirr, crazy, eecentrio 
PuruTKR, to flatter or tremble 

end JKTStu (legal), what ba« 
Ij^en floated aahore from a wreck. 

Forby, beaidoa * 

Fcjhpit, ttia fourth pai t of a peck measure 
Fowd, the Judge who fonnerly presided > 
over the G 4 mrt of Orkney and Shetland. 
Frh/t, a clutmt or superstitiou. 

^Qaberlitkzir, a beggar 
Gabd, went , 

Oakr, gone 
Oar, to oblige or force 
Oatf, way, or mode, 

Oanoryl, vagrant « 

Gbah, property 

Ory »A»ny, b go(Hl many • 

Gik, give 

Giulh, the jaws * ^ 
fliM, If 

G1.AI10UR, a fascination or charm 
Girok, land belonging to the parsonage 
Qr/»WKR, to gaze 
Gowk, a fooj^ * 

OowPEN, as much m can be held in both 
hands when placed tilgether 
Graip, a grip or stable fork 
Okkw, to shiver 
Q1U8T, mill-fee |>a}alde \n kind. 

Gcok sain I God bless us 1 
OnoEMAN and Ouoewife, the heads of 
the hopse 

Oci\«RU, a mummer 
Gyre oaklikk, hobgoblin 
t 

Hark a, have not 
IIauo, hold • 

Hai urkshaker, a vagabond or beggar 
Haijbr, the throat 
Hakd-qcibrn, baud-mfll 
Happer, a leed-trough in a mill. 

Hahkic, to rob. 

Hasp, a hank «>f jam. 

Baud, bold 

Hjaltland, tbs old name for Shetland, 
supposed to l)ave been derived from 
Hialti, a Norsp Viking. 

Hikky, honey 

^ HtRPLR, to hobble. • 

Hirsrl., to move or slide down. 
HouarwiPESKsP^hoUMwlfery « 

Hour I tutl » 

Havikos, behavfoar 

UowFT, a retreat or meetlhg-plaoe. 


rL]:/-PA*KD, (11 favoured. 
llJCA, each. 

Ik a crerl., foollah 

INPANO and oorrAWO, right 0^ trying 
thieve* 

JoiroB, an inatnimenl for securing clttml- 
nals at the pillory 

a 

Kalr-pot, large pot for boiling broth. 
Kailyard, cabbage garden 
KiEUPtc, a Norse champion 
Kist, a chest 
Kittle, ticklish 

KNAVRSHip,*dues payable to the mill scd 
vants. I 

I^iR, learning 

Lave, the remainder , 

Lawkkjht mak, the judge of weights and 
measures ^ * 

Lawtikck Shetland Court of Judicaturei 
1.I3PUNO* thirty pounds avoiniupuiA 
Ia>ck, a Rm|n quantity 
Loo, the ear 
Lou, a ch^rnney 

Main, to moan 
Mair, more 

Maskik^fat, a mashlng-rat 
Mauv, must 

MeThkh, Kincflrdloeshire 
Meltitm, food, a meal 
Muckle, rauoti 
My cERTiE I my faith I 

Nacket, a portable refreshment or Inn- 
cheon a 

Napekv, li^n t 

KATTiEUESHTn'^ ''e^eless. 

Nbist, nextfs 
Nievefd;, a handful 
Nowt, black cattle. 

• 

OcT-XAKEsi, except. 

Overlay, a cravlt. 

OwsEK, oxen^ 

a 

Partak, a crab. 

Peltrik, trash. 

Pit, put 

PiAjrr-A-oROiw, small enclosure foi 
growing vegetablea. >, 

PoKo Soots, la. Sd. atart||Q| 

PoiJi, poor 

QOEaH, band mllL 



CUbOSSAliY. 


477 


Bakdt, m Bttold. 

Hapk, ropa 

Rakzeuhan, a aort of oonatablo or pettj' 
magistrate 

Kcodixo-kamc, a dresHing>oouil>. 

Rk». aiiioke 

Ri:n^, a acratcb or Aiolalon. 

RoraLar, a short cloak 

Roosb tub FORD, Judgs of tlie fiird 

RorroN, a rat 


» 


Baim, to bless. 

Bair, sore 

Ba Mil b-lav ROCK, the sea lai^ * 

Baunt, aairit 
Saut, salt • 

ScABT. ijcrfftch , also a sea fowl 

Scoi^lttB. a >ooMg gull 

ScovTRi#, Htaabhyp mean 

Hbaiaiii, a sea^ a 

Hharhijy-pkat, fuel ma«# of cow’s <lnng 

SnEiTir, flTBhetland pony 

Bhooh, fjaslic, there « 

Sic, such » 

Hk^ar. sure, easy , 

^iccocK, a young coal-fish or'fuu. 

bi f,FB, money “ 

Skfcpino, gallojnng 
Srfp, a hi\e 
Skio, f hut 


Hkiri , scream 

♦ Bkupi rK, master of tho ccreruonloii. 
Slap, a gap or jiaas ^ 

SuKiKKN, to qiienuh 

Svack, a hasty irieai 

Snbck, the latch of the door 

Bonsy, stout and handsome 

Buhnbii, one who lives Upon his friends 

BoooR, a siglc * 

Spa kd, foretold. m 

Bpebii, Inquire 
Bpkkiciiki^e, movablea. 

Spukk, fire, a match ^ 

B-Mmiy, an aii\ 11 
Btbebk, atretch. / 

Btridocs to atraddle. 

Bock EM, rail! diiq^ 

Sold, ahoold. 

Bumfu, a labbuly fellow. 


I Byke, ago, since 
' Byvcr, a sewer or drain. 

Tabu, taken ^ • 

Tuairm, oatgut 
Tuxoithbr, together 
Tuiooch, a dependant, a beggar 
Tbirc, the obligation on a tssiant to hai r 
his Bour ground at a ourtaln mill 
Tholk, endure 
Tittie, little sister 

Took, empty * 

"Toy, a Mort of untcif lianglng over Uio 
shoulders 

Tn RAW ART, jierverse, sthwart. 

I'r^iNOLK, to trundle 
Trock, to baigsiu or do biisliinss 
I Trow, a spirit or olf believed inahy the 
Norso 

» 

UuACiJCR, a lanflholder by right of long 
Bucoeatiion 
UiJUE, oil 
UMQunii.r, the late 

Unco, particularly • * 

UNtiAimcu, unhalled or sali^Led 

%'iPi>A, driwi bec^, 

ViVKUS, victuals 
VoK, an inlet of tho sea. 

Waumaal, woollen clotli made In Shet¬ 
land 

WAJ11.00K, witch • 

Wacr, worss * 

'WuKK!i, a few y 

WuiTTCE, a knife 

WniTTtK-wiiATTiK, sliuflllng Of Whet dJing 
Whomleu. turned ovei* 

Wowr, crsxy 

Tackier, a travelling merchant, or pedlar 
Yarfa, a fibrous kuxdof peal 
Yarm wtvdle, a windlnl^ instrameDt 
Tarta or TARTo, my dear (from the 
Icelandic MiarUi., the heart) 
Telcocmed, yeUad. • 

TEarRERM. yeaterday. 

Tmn,M.gtu, . 
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AiiKicuLruuje, time of tale, 45 
Aitaniont. 5 'm Dunce. 

Avery Oie pirate, 370 • 

UauhAia Yi:i.tjiwi kt, her economy, 46* 
broken Llirough, 67 . noting the waetc, 
14S * , 

ftereurknm, 21 
DInIs of prey, note, 473 
IJriMida TmiJ, 2t>, luld reccfitlon to Mor- 
*iili\unt, 134, explauatiuus with Mor- 
daunt, ( hulliience)! with Bf Inna, 
206, night visit from Noma, 210, her 
feoilngaHud iiflectlotiBf‘221. her fortune 
tnhl, 238 vialt to Norna, ^08, In the 
hnnde of (he pi rates, a'lO, inaniage, 456 
III Vie Hnnilsfoot at Slum burgh, 60; re- 
fuseo to help the rescued nmii, 86 , telle 
of the coining feRtivitiea, 105 , slanders, 
117, 41J, nl llurgh Westra, 104, sale of 
chuilf t, ..02 , encounter with Cleve- 
Innu, 351 * 

Dunce, Jnek^ meeting with Cleveland, 

317 , eonsiileratlon for the sisters Troll, 
300 , plana the capture of Cleveland and 
Minna, 42'i 

Uiirgh Wostra, feBtivitles at, 129, banquet, 
114 , the dance, 160, uiaaqueradc, 170, 
fbrtune'ti^lug, 230. 

CAHnDMCL.B on Ward IliU, note, 468 
Claud TIalcrti, 135 , stnrv of the tailor, 
140, song of Mary, 143 , atory of John 
Drj den, 155 . song of Harold Harfager, 
161, Ins fortune told, 235 , encountered 
singing at night, 263, la the hut, 323 , 
recognition by Dunce, 3^8. 

^Cleveland saved from tha wreck, 85 * 
presents Monlaunt with afowUng-picce, 
97; nittcls him*Vt Troirs, 135; attert- 
tioQs io tlie slaters, 146. rescues Mor- 
daunt, 190; dilTbrence with him abont 
Uie chaplet, tt>i , bis rurtane told, 230; > 


lovB-nieetfiig with Minna, 244, tale of 
his life, 252, mooting with Duuce, 83S, 
stabs Mordannt, 847, arrei§ted^by the 
pedlar, S56 , on boartl the pin(t (-,,.361, 
negotiates with the town couimil, 375 . 
meets Minna in the c i\hodnil, 409, and 
with Noma, 4^ , Scenc4R, 8tennis, 437. 
narratii^i of hia birth, 44S, hja fete, 454 
dbins of fthetland, note, 472 
ConaolalloD^nnwificouie, IBS 

DcNMARK^hetland’s allegiance tf, 198 
Dinner, ^fTfct of a good, 144 ^ 

Drowning men, reluctance Co save, 

463 

Drows, tWe, note, 464 

Dryden, John, 154 

Dwsi^f, Norua'a See Pacolet. 

Dwarfle Stoue, note, 468 

s 

Eahl’s Palacb, Kirkwall. 335 
Emlianassiubiits, extriration from, 821 
Erskiuo, W , of Kiuedder, note, 460 

Fka, Jambs^Is capture of the pirate, 9 
Fishermen ^’bj^land, ^ole, 471 
Fishery, whi^fh it^hetlaud, 241. 

Fortune t^lDng by Noma, £?1 ^ 
rhymes, note, 

Fortune's Fa volume, the, 386, blown ap 
4t3 

\ 

Oornc, commander, 867, 

Qow the p.rat^ ftt ^ 

Qrief, the wyirst, that amiiot be oom 
mnnieated, 287. 

Haloro See Claud. 

Halcyon frigate, 442. 

Harfra. Sto Stourbnrgh. N 
Harold Harfager, mmff, l8i(S 
Hawkins the boatswain, 368. 

Helyer of Swartoster, meeting of UCtr 
loven in, 244. 
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flnepltnHtv in 11. 

lluy isIaniJ, nou, 473. 

Ikhitatiom* affeots on youth and old 
106. 

^lUKWALL fair^MO, town-council, 876 ' 

[,<AiNa, Malcolm, 6 
LlKhthou»e vojage, 1 a 
Lord of the I alt's, coancction with the 
lighthouee vnyagc, 3 

[i<>\e aud frlt'uiissUip, dcbateable ground, 
180 • 

• 

MtOKua Tbofi, 11, ooftl reception to 
Moidawnt, ISl^indigiiantat the factor » 
iiruirowuientH. IM, hie ffFrtime told, 
visit to Norun, 2W , ftuds sholtitr 
in tjio hut, 3^'3 , caught by the pimtea* 
tsw ^ 

Mainnges l^contrast^H? 

M«t^ itwug to, 14 1 
Mcriuaifl, 171 

Meniiaida, 24 , notf, 4H2 ^ 
yft'itnun, lin'd! i,Vnnghanj, 11, quarrel 
hl« housi keiper, IS^qncations Ills 
eon, ecckn out Norna-Jp «cait:h of 
“ hU aou, 278, the aurjirihe, 286; coii- 
uoctiou uith Nornn, 217, 294, 3itl , Inet 
iiV^ting with her, 44 C>, offora hla life 
for that of his hitu, 4M 
Merbriin, Mol'diiunt, hl« ediuntlnn, 22, 
linparti ilitv to the Blstcia, 34 , seeks 
Hhelter in Stuurbtngl,; yt. tjuestloncd 
by his father, 70, rescues Cleveland, 
H5 , unwelcome in w«, lOfl . warned by 
Noma, lU , slnndeTed, 117 cold re¬ 
ception at Burgh Wcirtra, 131 , explan- 
■ihouB froiiuBieuda, 1"' resi ued bj 
Cl»\iland, 190, d‘ ufenre with him 
ehaidfct, 202. defended by 
BreollA, 224 , 8tabl)«d by Cleveland, 
347, itrango commuuleatlon from 
^^onut, 360, rescud'of tlifl sltterF 4S8, 
narrative of hla bith, 44.8, marriage, 
450 ' 

Mdis in Shetland, note,^464 
Minna Troll, 2iS cold rerjeptlon to Mor* 
daunt, 134 , attentions from Cleveland, 
146, confldencea with Brenda, 206, 
mgltt visit from Norna, 210 , her f«cl- 
tnga and afTectiona, 221, her fortune' 
told, 2Si^ meeting with her lover, 244 , 
pUgfata hUta the troth of /Klin, 260, 
serenaded, 260; blood on her foet, 24A ; 
riding on the precipice, 299* under 


Norna's spell, 307 , in the hands «>f the 
pirates, StK). lakes the pistol, 401 | 
meetbig with Clevehuu! In the cath¬ 
edral, 409, and at titennia, 434; ivsigna- 
tlon, 467. 

Montrose’s invasion, 166 
Moonlight and love, 180 
Mordaunt Su Mertoun* 

Mouse Castle, note, 4T1 
Music, Intluence of simple, 169. 

Nick SrnuMrFKiL Ses Pacolet * 
Noma, at bloiirhiu%h, 60 , tempest eoin 
67 , at thu wrofik, 38 warns Mordaunt 
agiiinst Clevclarni, 111, her tale, 211; 
tells the fortuni'a of the company, 331, 
• meeting wltli Mor<laiuit's fKther, 283; 
Magnns'a account of hiT, 291;^islt from 
the Trolls in her cavern, 303 , her sj'cll 
over Minna,»30^, throws out tlie 
vUtuals, 370, clflinis Murdniint''r«.'4i(ir 
son, 360, separates Minin and Cleve¬ 
land, 410, mistakes her sou, 447, ond 
of 456 ' 

Nouia, orltielsrri on,the charaetot; >, 
note, 472 > 

Noise fragments, note, 460 
Norther^ Ligrfllioust* voyage, I 

OiJiM, promise of, it-ite, 471 

f’se’oijfiT the dwarf, 300, 332 
[’ed!ar Sft Bryte 
Pictlsh Buigh, note, 471 
Pirate (’levehind 
Pirate e'row, 367 , cnjitiired, W ' 

Pirate', the novel, 0 
Plantie cmive, note, 460 
Punch-bowl at Burgh Weslra, 13 

RuNALfmoN, the rauxelnuin, 90, IdeiiM of 
saving life, 118 
Boost of Smnburgh, p 
Rover, Ijjfo of, 343, 

c 

Saoas, Norse, £4 
Bt Magnus CsthodnJ, ‘•OH 
Bt Ninlans, ruins of,i270 
St Olla fair, 340, 860 
Bentoh in Bhetland, 16 
Bern fowl, catching, 23 
Sea-iuonsters, lu-te, 462 
Serenade of Minna, 2f>9 
•Shetland Mainland, 9, tempest, HR, 
ponies, I2;i; aile^.mce to Dcmnari, 
198, the white naheiy. 241 : drawba* k» 
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<rf, 825, mill*, note, 46i, fluhermen, ^ 
note, 471 
Song*— 

A Uitamiid wtnt«nda^ have flown, 218 
And you ihan deal the funeral dole, 263 
Ohaiuplnii, famed for warlike toll, 283 
Dweller* of the mountain, r1»e, 211 
Farewell I fanwell I the voice you hear, 
260 

Farewell, merry uuUdenH, to aong and to 
langh, 242 

farewell to Northmaven, 143 
Fatboma deep beneath the wave, 171 
For league* along the watery way, 209 
Love wakea and weepa, 2A9 
Mother darkaome, inotiier drea^l, 282 
Robin Rover eaid to his crew, 857 I 
Bt Magnus coil trul thee, that martyr of 
treason, 264 

^ em eagle of the far north west, 67, 
Tlve''Hun Is rising dimly nd, 163 
Thou so needful, yet so dread, 308. 

Thou that over billowa dark, 810 

Kpatflsb Armada, pillaging of, 237 
Stennis standing stbnea, note, 473 i 

Brories, long, lal, Claud Halcro's, 158 
Stourbiirgh, the factor’s b.juse, 38, cold 
hospitality at, 60 * 

Sumburgh Head, 9 
SuperstiUons, stages of. 62, 229 
Bword<lauce, note, 465 
Bwertha, Mertdun’i houaekeojter, 21, 
Ideux of wr-'ckage, 93,118. 


Tbvpest in Shetland, 36 
song, 67 

Triptolemua, hi* edneation, 43. upaet by 
the Hheltie, 127, his improvenienta, 
154 , at the whale-cbaae, ; fin ling 
the treasure, 827, given as a hostage 
to the pirates, 882 

Troll S« Brenda, Magnus, and Miniu. 

Troth-plight Norse, 7 

Trouble, different etfects of, 423 

Trows, the, note, 464 


UliRY, Bih Jouk note, 464 
VAOOMAit Ses'lfertoun, Basil 

Ik ' 

Ward Hill CAKsuncLz, note, 4^ 
Whale-chase, 183 
f5'tuds, sale of, note, 4C2 
song to the, SIO 

Woman, inoonsistenclt-s of^'n admired, 

Women fon.. of Investigating mystery, 
13, side with t^e oppressed, 278, 
whims of, 13^ 

Wreck scene, i,3 

Wreckage ^^Inlture, 132, in Shetland,^ 
note, 464^ " 


YA»L«Hor,v0 ^ 

Yollowley, Jasper, 88, #«■ also Tiipndv 
mus and Barbara. 


ZnjLAhu See b''ethuid 


OO) or TRK FtSLATS. 


rrtfUed ^ R & R, Clark, Edtoburgh, 










